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1) The City of Albuquerque defines the following in Article 17: Angel’s Law

a)

DANGEROUS DOG. A dog that has, without provocation, caused serious injury, great bodily
harm, or mortal injury to a person or companion animal; or was previously designated as a
potentially dangerous dog and subsequently: (1) causes injury to a person or companion animal
that is less severe than a serious injury; or (2) is observed by any person chasing or menacing a
person or companion animal in an aggressive manner and without provocation. Police dogs are
excepted from the definition

Sandia Dog Obedience Club (SDOC) follows all State and Local laws pertaining to Dangerous Dogs.

In addition to State and Local laws, SDOC further defines the following:

a)

A dangerous dog is one who, in the opinion of any facilitator, including any instructor, or in the
opinion of any member of the Training Committees or Board of Directors, is very likely to harm,
or attempt to harm, another dog or a person. "Attempt to harm," with respect to a dangerous
dog, shall include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: biting or attempt to bite a
person or another dog; repeatedly and/or prolongedly growling, snapping and/or lunging at a
person or another dog, especially without provocation. It shall not matter what the cause of the
behavior is or whether the increased likelihood of harm is due to a handler who is unable to
control their dog. The behavior itself will be enough to label a dog as dangerous for the
purposes of this policy.

In classes, drills, seminars, and other SDOC events that are not specifically sanctioned by AKC, the
facilitator of the event will be responsible for deciding how likely a dog is to harm, or attempt to
harm, a person or another dog. If the facilitator thinks that a particular dog may be considered
dangerous under this policy, they do not require a second opinion. The facilitator may ask the owner
to immediately remove the dog from the SDOC premises until the Board of Directors and the
Training Committees can review the incident.

SDOC is an AKC member club and follows all AKC Rules and Regulations. Specifically:

a)

b)

SDOC events that are specifically sanctioned by AKC are governed by AKC Rules and Regulations,
including but not limited to the provisions stated in the premium. It is the responsibility of each
participant to be familiar with these rules and regulations. Participants should refer any
concerns about a particular dog or person to a member of the event committee, who must then
cause the actions of the animal or person in question to be reviewed. SDOC will follow all AKC
rules related to AKC sanctioned events.

As per AKC regulations, the Board of Directors is responsible for the interpretation of the bylaw
provisions adopted by their club.
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c) AKC does not have jurisdiction to review disciplinary matters unrelated to AKC licensed or
sanctioned events originating at the club level — the club needs to follow its bylaws and the laws
of the State in which the club is incorporated must be adhered to."

Procedures

1) If a dog has been determined by the facilitator of an SDOC event, or by the Training Committee or
Board of Directors to be dangerous, the following actions shall be taken:

a) The incident regarding the dog shall be reported to the Board of Directors, and it shall be
communicated to other facilitators who may have contact with the dog.

i. The report will include the submission of a written report by the
facilitator/instructor that must be delivered to the Board president within 48 hours
that includes:

1. Date of incident

2. Name of facilitator/instructor
3. Event at which incident occurred
4. Name of dog

5. Name of owner and/or handler
6. Brief summary of incident

b) The owner and/or handler will be invited to submit a written report that must be delivered to
the Board president within 48 hours and that includes:

i. Date of incident

ii. Name of owner and/or handler
iii. Event at which incident occurred
iv. Name of dog

v. Brief summary of incident

c) The handler and/or owner will be invited to the board meeting at which the incident is to be
reported.

d) The Board and Training Committees will determine what necessary actions are to be taken.
The results of their determination shall be reported in writing to the dog’s owner. A record
of the determination shall be available to Board members and Training Committee members
for three years.

i. If aboard member's dog is involved then they will be excused from any board
discussion/ proceedings that relate to the matter so that the actual independence as
well as the appearance of independence in the decision making is maintained.

ii. The handler and/or owner of the dog and the facilitator of the event both shall
submit summary reports of the incident.
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iii. If the facilitator, such as an instructor, of the event and the dog's owner want to
keep the dog in the event, the following applies

The dog may be required to wear a secure muzzle (see section below on Muzzles). If
a muzzle is required, the owner shall have the muzzle on the dog before
entering the SDOC premises and not remove it until they have left the premises.

The dog shall be always be leashed unless the facilitator gives permission for the dog
to do specific exercises off leash. In this case, other dogs at the event should be
securely crated.

iv) If the facilitator and/or the owner are unwilling to use a muzzle, or if the facilitator
believes, based on experience and analysis, that the dog, even if muzzled, will
continue to be a risk to other dogs or people, then the dog shall be excused from
the event permanently and the owner's fee refunded. The owner may remain
enrolled in the class if they wish to attend without the dog.

v) The dog in question may be required to be muzzled and leashed at all SDOC
functions that it attends. It should also be muzzled when in the building, even if the
owner is training alone. This is to avoid potential problems in the event that another
person enters the building during the same time.

vi) The dog may be taken off muzzle and may attend SDOC events if at any time the
Training Committee and/or the Board of Directors, based on analysis and
conclusions, think that the dog no longer offers an increased likelihood of causing
harm to people or other dogs. Documentation of any training of the dog and/or
handler to bring the dog under control shall be presented to the Board of Directors.
Third party recommendations by persons deemed by the Board or Training
Committee to be qualified to make such determination of the dog’s behavior and/or
the owner’s handling skills are highly recommended. If, for instance, the dog has
been brought under good control, has stopped being afraid, or has learned to
handle class stress adequately, then the facilitator or Training Committee as a body
may make the decision that the dog is no longer dangerous. The decision may be
reversed again if necessary.

Muzzles

1) Muzzles, such as nylon, or leather sheath types and basket types are acceptable; a figure 8 muzzle
will not be acceptable.

2) The facilitator must require the muzzle to be removed to avoid aspiration if the dog is vomiting.

3) The owner shall be required to have a muzzle if they have been informed that a muzzle will be
needed. If the owner does not have their dog muzzled upon entering SDOC premises at the session,
it may be assumed the owner is unwilling to comply with the requirement and the facilitator may
dismiss the dog from the event.

4) Muzzles shall not be used when running the dog in agility.
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Dog Bites

1)

2)

The Albuquerque Animal Control Ordinance requires the owner of an animal that bites a person to
report the occurrence to the Animal Control Center within 24 hours of the occurrence. In the event

of a dog bite during an SDOC event, the facilitator shall inform the owner of the dog of this
provision.

a If the facilitator or Board of Directors, based on analysis, concludes that it is warranted, such

as in the case of dog bite causing death or maiming to another dog or to an individual, SDOC
will also report the dog bite to the Animal Control Center.

No dog under quarantine for biting a person shall be permitted at the Training Site.
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