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Brags, Brags & More Brags 

 
 
Jill Warren’s English Setter Allegra finished her 
CDX at the Heart of the Desert cluster in    
Phoenix AZ on Feb. 4, 2022. Allegra was shown 
in Open B a total of four times, and she qualified 
three of the four to earn this title. It took us a 
while to get into the Open ring, due to staying 
home during the covid lockdown, but we finally 
made it and couldn’t be prouder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sue Babcock 

Even after three months of limited practice here in 

Arizona, the wonderful Rally instruction at SDOC 

paid off. Gunnar and I remembered enough to get 

our first ever Rally Double Q on our first try at it. 

And the conditions were less than ideal. This was 

at the Phoenix fairgrounds, in a large, busy   

building that echoed and  amplified every noise 

and especially every bark. Dogs everywhere, rings          

separated by a single x-gate. But we ran the      

Excellent and Advance courses and even managed 

to receive scores in the high nineties. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 12 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

 

On May 13, 14 and 15, the annual Mother’s Day Obedience and Rally Trials will be 
held.  In order to have a successful event, we will need volunteers to serve as stewards. 

 

Why steward?  Here are some of the reasons.   

 

First, you will perform an indispensable service to SDOC. After all, we cannot have a 
trial without stewards.  And in order to ensure a more successful experience for all of 
us by providing more opportunities to exhibit our dogs, SDOC has agreed to provide 
stewards each day. 

 

Second, you have an opportunity to personally benefit from volunteering.  Here’s why.   

 

You’ll become more familiar and comfortable with how to perform exercises at various 
levels. 

 

You’ll learn about ring procedures. 

 

You’ll have the opportunity to interact with the judges.  It’s fun and will help make you 
more comfortable when you show your own dog.  Why?  Because you’ll find out that 
judges are human beings with faults and failings -- no different from your own! 

 

Stewarding will not only give you a close up seat for cheering on fellow SDOC     
members but you’ll see some excellent performances by local exhibitors and out-of-
towners. A great learning experience in and of itself. 

 

You’ll even get a free lunch! 

 

There are 3 stewards for each obedience ring and 5 for Rally, so take your pick and add 
your name to the Steward Signup sheets at SDOC.  You may also call Dede at           
505-822-9916 or dedegqg@comcast.net for obedience or contact Rene Urbach for    
Rally at 505-358-9848 or rallyIDO@gmail.com.     

 

I cannot encourage you enough to take advantage of this opportunity.  You’ll be glad 
you did! 

CALL FOR STEWARDS (Spring 2022) 

mailto:dedegqg@comcast.net
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Mike Urbach 

 Here we are in March, the kickoff to show season.  We had a 
tracking trial in February and thanks to all of those involved 
to make this happen.  We are looking forward to three trials in 
March, agility, rally/obedience and scent work.  Lots of things 
to get involved in.  If you are able to steward, please volun-
teer.  Classes are going strong and many thanx to all of you 
that donate your time to make this a great success.   

 

I would love to hear your suggestions on how to make the club better.  Remember I 
am readily available if you need.  Have a great time at the shows and bring back 
some brags. 

Mike  
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   DOT’s CORNER      

From Gloria Napper-Owen 
With the completion of the February TDX and TD tests, tracking members move to the  
urban setting to work on variable surfaces of vegetative and non-vegetative ground cover. 
Although the next tracking class won't be held until Fall, members who are interested in 
beginning their dogs in tracking in the urban setting may contact Gloria Napper-Owen.  
 
From Nancy Norem 
Obedience, scent work, and conformation classes and drills are currently being conducted 
with more upcoming.  A scent work drill for all levels is scheduled to start Wednesday 
March 9.  A novice obedience run through in preparation for the March novice obedience 
trial is being held on Friday afternoons.  A 6-week conformation class is scheduled to start 
in April and a rally free class will start in June.   Check the calendar for drills and the up-
coming tab for classes. 
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SDOC’s 44th Tracking Dog Test 

by Gloria Napper-Owen, test secretary 

 

SDOC’s Tracking Dog (TD) test moved from the Placitas Forest Service land to a new venue in the 
Estancia Valley on February 27th. Kim and Marco Banales’ neighbor, Matt Peterson, offered one of 
his grazing fields for the test. The 80-acre field had consistent low grasses, a gentle slope, occasional 
cowpies instead of rabbit pellets, and few cacti (!). It was a perfect location for a TD! Blue sky and 
sunshine met the judges, Marti Kemper and Leslie Swisher, and tracklayers, Annie Newsted and  
Gloria Napper-Owen, on both plotting day and test day. Annie and Gloria learned that their fears of 
few ‘close-up’ landmarks in the field were unfounded, as cowpies, changes in grass formation, low 
mounds, and low growing weeds became landmarks. The beautiful Manzano Mountains, haystacks, 
farmhouses, and fence posts were the ‘far off’ landmarks. 

 

Three teams entered the TD and ironically drew Track 1, 2, and 3 in the order their entries were     
received by the test secretary. Unfortunately, dog/handler teams 1 and 2 were unsuccessful in       
completing their tracks. Team 3, Doranna Durgin and Agent Lokavi Whatever It Takes RN CGC 
(AKA Ronin), confidently left the start flag and marched down the first two legs. Ronin worked 
through a couple areas where the scent was confusing and had a strong pull to the end glove. He will 
add the title TD to his name! 

 

The tracking community is extremely supportive of one another. Many thanks to our judges, Marti 
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Kemper and Leslie Swisher, for their support of the dog/handler teams; the three tracks used the 
acreage well. Thank you to Annie Newsted for chairing the test and to Suzanne Levy and Tom 
Redmon for being on the tracking committee and attending the test. Barb Merickel found a fast 
route to get to the test site to observe the test. Marco and Kim were gracious hosts and allowed us 
access to their home and, also to their puppies!! We plan to introduce Hound puppy owners Erin 
and Katalina to tracking this spring, as they caught the tracking bug as observers of the test. Of 
course, we are extremely grateful to Matt Peterson for allowing SDOC to hold the test on his farm. 
A big shout-out to him!! 

 

We look forward to the Variable Surface Tracking test to be held Thanksgiving weekend at UNM. 
Until then, stay well! 

 From L to R: Tracklayer Annie Newsted, Judge Leslie Swisher, Doranna Durgin 
and Ronin, Judge Marti Kemper 
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Scents & Nonscents 

In Attendance: 
 

 

  

To register 

for any 

Agility class, 

contact:  

Jerry 

Faulkner at 

gfaulkner011

@comcast.n

et  505-350-

1037   

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per dog 

per session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 

February 2022 General Meeting Minutes 

 

Officers and Board Members: Mike Urbach, President; Jeff Robb, Vice  
President; Chris Norfolk, Treasurer; Peggy Chandler, Corresponding Secretary; 
Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary; Estelle Metz, Board Member; Cathy 
Dunbar, Board Member; Donna Faulkner, Board Member 

 

Directors: Nancy Norem & Rene Urbach, Obedience/Other; Jerry Faulkner, 
Agility; Gloria Napper-Owen, Tracking 

 

Absent: Betty Pearson, Board Member; Sue McGowen, Agility 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Urbach at 7:05 PM on 
February 18, 2022, via Zoom 

 

The Minutes of the January 2022 Membership Meeting were approved as 
published. Gloria Napper-Owen moved to approve; Sue Babcock seconded. 
Motion carried. 

 

Officers’ and Board Members’ Reports: 

 

President: Nothing new.   

 

Vice President: Nothing new. 

 

Treasurer: 
The January Profit and Loss and Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were   
reviewed. 
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Corresponding Secretary:  

AKC Approvals 

• Open/ Novice Agility Trial to be held on Sat and Sun, Oct 22 and 2023, 
2022, Events # 2022036445 (Sat) and 2022036446 (Sun) 

Scent Work Trials to be held on Sat and Sun, Apr 30 and May 1, 2022, Event 
# 2022036424 (Sat), 2022036425(Sun) and 2022036426 (Sun). 
AKC Closeout Notices 

• The Scent Work Trials held on Jan 7, 2022, have been closed. The Jan 6, 
2023 Trials are Event # 2023036402 and 20230366401. 

•  The Scent Work Trials held on Jan 8, 2022, have been closed. The Jan 7, 
2023 Trial are Event # 2023036403 and 2023036404. 

The Scent Work Trials held on Jan 9, 2022, have been closed. The Jan 8, 2023 
Trial are Event # 2023036405 and 2023036406. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Peggy Chandler 

 

Recording Secretary: Nothing to report. 

 

Board Members: 

Cathy: March trial getting close, and it’s exciting to be having trials again! 

Estelle: Calls for classes are coming in continuously. 
 

Training Directors’ Reports: 

 

Obedience/Other:  

Nancy Norem:  Continuing to schedule more classes. We have lots coming 
up! We’re organizing for the May show. 

Rene: We’ve had the first instructor seminars. They were very helpful, and 
we had a great time. Pam Sehmer taught this one.  

If you have a key to a building, please, please be careful! Every week we’ve 
had someone leave doors unlocked.  

 

Agility:  

Jerry: Thanks to Sue McGowen’s help there are a lot of upcoming classes for 
agility.  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 
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 To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact:  

Jerry Faulkner 

at 

gfaulkner011@

comcast.net  

505-350-1037   

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

January Minutes Cont. 

 

Tracking:  

1. All TDX paperwork was sent to AKC on Feb. 7, 2022. Through the    
tracking number I learned that the envelope was picked up at the PO 
box in Raleigh, NC. 

2. There are three entries for the TD to be held on Feb. 27, 2022 in Es-
tancia at the Banales and Perterson Farms. The judges for the test are 
local tracking enthusiasts, Marti Kemper and Leslie Swisher. Three ad-
ditional dog/handler teams tried to become certified to enter the test, 
but the dog was not able to complete the TD test equivalent track. 

3. Judges Tom Hacholski and Charlene Dunn have been contacted to 
judge the VST test on Thanksgiving weekend, 2022. Tom Hacholski 
was to judge the TDX in February but had to cancel at the last minute, 
so he has a ticket to use in the next 12 months. He gladly accepted the 
invitation. Charlene Dunn just had knee surgery and is a tentative 
“yes” at this time, until she sees how her knee recovers in the next few 
months. 

 
Once the TD is completed next weekend, formal Club tracking will go 
on   hiatus for the spring and summer months. Tracking will mostly  
become small groups of individuals meeting together to work their 
dogs. This is a common practice for the tracking group. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gloria Napper-Owen 

 

New Business:  

Sue Babcock is the show chair for Labor Day.  

Groups IO is where the intercommunication of the club is, so if you’re 
not on it it’s important to get on it. Please contact Doranna Durgin, the 
listmaster, for help if you need it. If you’re concerned about getting a 
huge amount of email, there are ways to set up your account so that 
you can control the amount of email you will get from the list. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Please send 

Hearts & 

Flowers 

information to 

Barbara 

Mitchell at 

(505) 822-1439 

or  email to 

dbkmitch@ 

comcast.net 

Old Business:  

Suzanne Levy has the Welcome Wagon going to reach out to new mem-
bers. 

Cheryl Lackie has the volunteer list prepared. If you need volunteers for 
some reason, please reach out. If you haven’t already, please get in touch 
with Cheryl with an email of what you can do for the club so that she 
can put it into the list.  
Barbara Freedman is keeping a calendar of trials in the area that is now 
posted on SDOC website. 

 

Membership Readings: 
Welcome Suzanne Dressler who was voted into membership after as 
second    reading! 
Peggy moved to accept; Jeff seconded. Motion carried. 

First readings: Tammy Metzger; Tom and Allison Coe; Sandy Devlin; 
Marilyn Grayson 

 

Brags: There were many brags from the membership: Congratulations! 
Remember to give Linda Stephens your brags for the newsletter! 

 

Announcements/Other Items: 
The next SDOC Membership meeting will be held on March 25, 2022 at 
7:00 PM. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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2022 Officers, Board of Directors &            

Others   

 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Mike Urbach 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Chris Norfolk 

Corresponding Secretary: Peggy Chandler 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Betty Pearson, Cathy Dunbar,  Donna Faulk-
ner, Estelle Metz  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Nancy Norem & Rene Urbach 

Agility Director:  Susan McGowan  

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Hearts & Flowers:  Barbara Mitchell 

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Group Email List Moderator: Doranna Durgin 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 
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                   March Novice Trial Call for Stewards 

 

SDOC will be holding a Novice Obedience and Rally 
Trial on Saturday and Sunday March 26th and 27th.   

Obedience stewards are needed!   The Obedience portion of the trial will 
take place in the afternoon each day. 

Stewarding provides a great learning experience as well as a chance to 
help the Club, so please volunteer. 

Call or email Dede Brownstein at 505-822-9916 or                                
dedegqg@comcast.net. There is also a sign up sheet in the training room 
at SDOC. 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see https://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for club events. 

Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
times may change due toCOVID-19 restrictions.  
Currently, the general meetings are via ZOOM.  
Contact webmaster@sdocnm.org for more infor-
mation. 

January 28 

February 18 

March 25 

April 29 

May 27 

June 24 

F 
uture Board Meetings dates and times may 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Current-
ly, the board meetings are via ZOOM.  Contact 

  webmaster@sdocnm.org for more information. 

 

January29 

February 19 

March 26 

April 30 

May 28 

June 25 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

mailto:dedegqg@comcast.net

