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Brags, Brags & More Brags 

Cindy Boyd’s Dari (Von  Edlenhaus' Darling of 
St. Patrick's Day v BAAR) earning her          
Obedience CD Title at Nolan River Obedience 
Trial in Glen Rose, TX on Jan 9th, and doing it 
in style with a 1st Place win. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rich Cummings’  Belgian Tervuren, Rhyme, earned her TD title on 
Sunday in El Paso.  It was a nice run test by the Tracking Club of El 
Paso.  She’s now Rhyme du Poilu TD SWA SCE SBE RN.  On to 
more adventures with her. 
 

January 2022 Scent Works Trial 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 12 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

2020-2021 Helen Yarwood Award Winners for Most Teaching 
Hours 

 

Mike Urbach and Rene Urbach were among the first instructors to resume 
teaching at SDOC as soon as the Covid 19 restrictions started easing up.   They proved 
that classes and drills could be conducted safely in the new Covid reality. 

Mike and Rene Urbach contributed 250 hours in teaching rally classes and conducting 
rally drills.  They have willingly shared their rally knowledge and competition experi-
ence.  Mike and Rene have been instrumental in planning and conducting on site rally 
trials at SDOC. Their enthusiasm and knowledge of rally has encouraged their many 
students to compete successfully in rally trials.   The greater contribution to SDOC has 
been the placement of Rally as a top-level program of study and competition. 

Mike Urbach was the first SDOC member to earn an AKC Rally Champion (RACH) 
which is the equivalent of earning an Obedience Trial Champion (OTCH) or Master 
Agility Champion (MACH).   Currently, other SDOC members who have studied with 
Mike and Rene Urbach are pursuing the RACH title.    

 

Written by Maggie Gee 

2021 Awards Recipients 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Mike Urbach 

 The dog show season is firing up and SDOC is rolling full 
steam ahead with lots of new classes.  Thanks to all the in-
structors and assistants it takes to keep us moving along.  If 
you are looking for something special, keep an eye on the cal-
endar as our DOT’s are hard at work and Sue Babcock, our 
webmaster, is posting classes as quick as they are available.   

 

I would like to thank the many people involved in putting on 
an incredibly successful Scent Work trial in January.  We are looking forward to the 
Tracking trial coming up this month along with the Agility and the Rally/Obedience 
Novice trial coming up in March.  There are a lot of opportunities to volunteer at 
these shows.  If you are asked to help, please do.  You will receive on the job train-
ing.   

 

We have established a Welcome Wagon committee regarding initiative number 2 in 
the newsletter.  Suzanne Levy will head this up and is working on this presently.  I 
am sure she would appreciate your help and input.   

 

The board has voted to return to the rule in the training manual where a key-holding 
member may bring one other  

guest that is a member also.  Practice is allowed as long as it does not interfere with 
scheduled events or classes.  Please check the SDOC calendar prior to driving to the 
club.  You must follow the training room rules for practices.   The board strongly 
encourages people to train in pairs for safety. 

 

COVID is far too rampant for us to have meetings at the club.  Things will hopeful-
ly change as the weather warms up.  

 

We are continuing to work on the suggestions made by members at the Open House 
in January and will keep you informed of our progress. Feel free to volunteer to help 
with anything of interest to you.  SDOC needs to be an active club in order to thrive. 

 

I am always available to all members.  Feel free to contact me with your input and 
suggestions.  This is your club. 

 

Mike 
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2021 Awards Recipients cont. 

2021 Saul Rovinsky Award for Exceptional Service Winner 

 

Jeff Robb has been a cornerstone of SDOC for decades.  When a job needs doing, Jeff is always willing.  
SDOC needed an instructor for drills when COVID prevented so many others from teaching, Jeff was there. 
When SDOC needed someone to run skills and drills before the obedience trials, Jeff was there.  The time and 
knowledge he shared helped so many people earn legs and finish titles on their dogs. 

When SDOC needed someone to take the lead and organize events, Jeff was there.   He has planned our award 
banquet every year.  Every year he represents SDOC at the Los Ranchos Farmers Market, an excellent market-
ing opportunity for our club.  When equipment is needed, Jeff is there to load the truck and drive to the set-up 
area.  For many, many years he has helped with set up at the Sheriff’s Posse Arena for the Club’s Obedience 
and Rally trials. 

Jeff has also accepted the mantle of Vice President of the Board of Directors and the Club’s membership con-
tact.  In many and varied ways, Jeff Robb embodies the spirit of the Saul Rovinsky Award. 

 

Written by Sue Babcock 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very honored and moved to have been selected for the Saul 
Rovinsky (Service to the Club) Award.   Saul was a very kind, 
generous guy who worked hard for our club.  I had the privilege 
of knowing him – I liked and admired him a great deal and am 
especially moved to have been selected for this award named in 
his memory.   SDOC is a wonderful group of folks many of 
whom give so much to our beloved club. 
Thank you all 
 
Jeff Robb 
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2021 SDOC Good Sportsmanship Award Winner 

 

Chuck Chandler was selected as the SDOC 2021 award recipient because of his demeanor, kindness 
towards others and his caring for all creatures no matter what their jump height is!  He is gracious in both 
winning and defeat.  He is humble not boastful when successful and gives credit where credit is due…his 
dog.  Chuck treats other competitors with respect, provides encouragement, and always willing to lend a 
hand, a kind word and offer encouragement. 

Chuck willingly shares his knowledge of the agility sport and continually assists in many roles to ensure tri-
als run smoothly.  He is a team player and helps at agility trials with setup and breakdown and wherever 
needed during the trial-gate steward, bar setter, leash runner, etc. 

Above all he treats his teammates, Buster and Coupe, with love and respect.  Thank you, Chuck, for all your 
years of service to our country and now our agility community.  Chuck truly demonstrates Good Sportsman-
ship. 

 

Written by Susan McGowen 
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A very successful three-day scent work trial was held at the Cyclone Center in Stanley the     
second weekend in January.  The trial filled, and we had exhibitors from both out of town and 
out of state, many of whom told us they continue to come to our scent work trials because they 
are so well organized and so well run. 

As is the case with the many venues SDOC supports, Scent Work trials require volunteers to be 
successful, and our volunteers work extremely hard.  We start setting up in the afternoon or 
evening before the trial by bringing in twenty containers, each of which needs to be filled with 
paper to weigh them down.  Sixteen tote boxes are filled with sand or water and then carried in 
and appropriately placed.  Heavy furniture often needs to be moved and additional items placed 
inside interior spaces and returned to their proper places at the end.  Because the  trial was in an 
open horse arena, tarps had to be hung up throughout in order to section off areas and prevent  
exhibitors from seeing where the hides were placed.  In addition, volunteers cleaned all areas 
where items or  furniture was dirtied and swept all the floors as part of the restoration process. 

We have been incredibly fortunate to have the very best, extremely hardworking volunteers, and 
one of the    reasons we have been so fortunate in that regard is thanks to our wonderful         
Volunteer Coordinator.  Ginger Brayman not only does a fantastic job of recruiting and           
assigning and reassigning volunteers, a job which needs to repeated at the end of each day when 
exhibitors have moved up, but she puts together some very desirable raffle items for the         
volunteers as a reward for helping out. 

Cathy Hyatt, our Show Chair, was in a million places at once managing the many aspects of the 
trial and answering questions wherever needed, and our Secretary, Vikki Welby, demonstrated 
extreme patience with everyone, successfully handled the many move ups and got results out 
quickly and efficiently after each class. 

We were lucky to have a kitchen at our disposal—an especially good thing since we were in the 
middle of nowhere--and Cheryl Mitchell and Mimi Glover kept the volunteers well fed with 
their delicious homemade meals.  

The SDOC members who helped out, many of whom were not even entered in the trial, included 
Pam Spatz, Kathy Sylvia, Leslie Swisher, Ann Callahan, Patti Wade, Gloria Napper-Owen, Deb 
Tabor and Mark and Dede Brownstein. 

An unexpected surprise at the trial was a visit from John Strassner, an AKC Scent Work         
representative, who provided us with some great feedback and many compliments.  He was very 
impressed with how well the trial went and what a great job everyone did.   

Mr. Strassner also advised us that scent work is the fastest growing AKC sport.   A good reason 
to invite all SDOC members to learn more about this exciting venue by taking a class or helping 
out at a trial. We think you will enjoy it! 

January Scent Work Trial 
 by Dede Brownstein 



Page 7 

On February 6, SDOC held its 47th Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) test at the Forest Service area in Placitas. 
This is an extremely difficult test requiring each dog/handler team follow a different plotted track and locate 
two articles left on the track and a glove at the end. The track is a minimum of 800 yards long with five to  
seven turns and has been aged for at least three hours. The handler has one starting flag with a wide-open view 
of nothing but junipers and cactus. As you can probably imagine, the pass rate is quite low. Well, our test    
exceeded the odds with two of three teams earning the coveted TDX title. Gloria Napper-Owen and her      
Belgian Tervuren, Indy, started off the day by passing track one. Annie Newsted and her Border Terrier,   
Chatter followed up by passing on track two. The third team started strong and made it to the 3rd  leg before 
getting too far off track to recover.  

Tracking tests are incredibly labor intensive for the limited number of exhibitors. Huge thanks to our judges, 
Jeff Shaver from Houston and Leslie Swisher from Albuquerque. Our tracklayers were Rich Arimoto, Tom 
Redmon and Rich Cummings with Bob Kipp handling the complex cross tracks. Suzanne Levy worked with 
Bob on Sunday as the 2nd cross tracklayer (yes, two people cross the track on two of the legs… as if it wasn’t 
hard enough!). Bill Surrock staked all three tracks during Saturday’s plotting (the stakes are then pulled on 
Sunday when the track is put in) and Bob Owen served as equipment manager. In addition to running Indy, 
Gloria was also the test secretary. It was a grand day!  

Laurel Shelton 
Test Chair 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Left — Annie & Chatter       

Newsted 
 
 

 
 
 

Right — Gloria & Indy              
Napper-Owen 

TDX Trial Results 
By Laurel Shelton 



   DOT’s CORNER      

Reminder about upcoming All-Sport Instructor Seminars at SDOC:   
 
Feb 13th  Pam Sehmer  9:00-4:00 with a one-hour lunch break  - Please do not bring any dogs to the  
seminar. 
 

Topic:  Mechanics of Teaching 
A)  Paperwork of Teaching 
B)  Physical Techniques of Teaching 
There will be a limit of 20 openings for this seminar and registration opens on the 
SDOC website under Drill Sign Up on Tuesday, Feb 1st. 
 
July 24th  Janice Anthes  This will be a half day afternoon seminar. 
Topic:  To be determined 
 
September 11th  Susan McGowen with Pam Jones assisting.  This will be a half day morning seminar. 
Topic:  Dog/Handler Team Fitness & Proper Warm-ups 
 
These seminars are limited space available, so please do not sign up if you are not an active instructor or 
assistant.  If you are on the active list, please do your best to attend 2 of the 3 seminars for continuing  
educational purposes.  We appreciate your support and participation. 

 

OBEDIENCE 
Obedience classes and drills are in full swing.  There are puppy classes, basic novice classes, intermediate 
novice class, beginning open class, and beginning utility class underway.  In addition, there are three   
levels of obedience skill drills offered on Tuesday and Saturday and a drill on Thursday that alternates 
between novice and open.  Obedience drill signup is every Sunday starting at 9:00 am.  
 
Make sure to check the “Upcoming ” tab on the website to see new classes being scheduled. 
 
 

CONFORMATION 
Kim Banales has a popular conformation drill on Saturday from 1:30 to 2:30.  

 

RALLY: 

Upcoming classes for March: 

Novice to be taught by Jeanne Gill at 5:00 pm on Thursdays, assisted by Rebecca Kupay 

Intermediate/Advanced to be taught by Mike & Rene Urbach on Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

Rally Competition (Adv-Exc-Master) to be taught by Mike & Rene Urbach on Thursdays at 7:45 pm 

Drills ongoing on Sundays with Christy Stern, Betty Pearson, & Mike and Rene Urbach – see Drill sign 
up on Friday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
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SCENT WORK: 

The scent work program is coming along very nicely.   

We are very grateful to Dee Falk and Vikki Welby who are currently teaching Scent Work 1 and 3, to be       
followed by Scent Work 2 and 4 in March – watch the calendar for details! 

Pam Spatz will be teaching an all-level Scent Work Drill beginning March 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  Usual drill sign up 
procedure required. 

 

FREESTYLE/TRICKS: 

Pam Jones continues to teach FreeStyle drills every Saturday mornings at 7:00 a.m. – yes that is a.m. folks!  She 
is one dedicated instructor!   

 

TRACKING: 

SDOC will host its 44th Tracking Dog Test on February 27, 2022 in Estancia valley. Marco and Kim Banales’ 
farm will be the headquarters for the test. The test will actually occur at Matt Peterson’s farm directly across the 
street from Marco and Kim. Spectators are welcome! The test location is 150 Akin Farm Road in Estancia and 
this comes up on Google maps. The draw for tracks will occur at 8:45AM. All are welcome! 
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Scents & Nonscents 

In Attendance: 

 
 

  

To register 

for any 

Agility class, 

contact:  

Jerry 

Faulkner at 

gfaulkner011

@comcast.n

et  505-350-

1037   

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per dog 

per session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 

January 2022 General Meeting Minutes 

Officers and Board Members: Mike Urbach, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; 
Chris Norfolk, Treasurer; Peggy Chandler, Corresponding Secretary; Stephanie Boutz, Re-
cording Secretary; Estelle Metz, Board Member; Cathy Dunbar, Board Member; Donna 
Faulkner, Board Member 

Directors: Nancy Norem & Rene Urbach, Obedience/Other ; Glor ia Napper -Owen, 
Tracking Susan McGowan Agility 

Absent: Betty Pearson, Board Member ;  

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Urbach at 7:05 PM on January 28, 
2022, via Zoom 

The Minutes of the December 2021 Membership Meeting were approved as published. 
Chris moved to approve, Gloria seconded. Motion carried. 

Officers’ and Board Members’ Reports: 

President: All the Training Directors are finalized—Susan McGowan is taking care of 
agility, Gloria Napper-Owen is Tracking Director, and Nancy and Rene are the Obedience 
Directors. In addition, Barbara Friedman is going to keep a calendar of all the events during 
the year. Tiffany Flores will be volunteer coordinator. She is going through all of the mem-
bership applications and grouping people according to what they’ve put on their application. 
If someone needs volunteers for something she can see who has said they would help. Su-
zanne Levy is going to be the Welcome Wagon contact for new members.  

All of the board members can help you, and contact them if you have any ideas that would 
help the club, please.  

Everything is running along well with the March show. We need Stewards. There is a signup 
sheet in the training room if you are interested.  

Nancy is the trial chair for the May show. She said that it’s going well, and all volunteer po-
sitions are filled. Mary Roberts and John Waters are providing hospitality for all three days.  

We need a trial chair for the September show. If you are interested, please get in touch.  

The Animal Neurology and Imaging Center is moving in with the Veterinary Emergency & 
Specialty Center on Montgomery. They are joining to become a Thrive Pet Healthcare Spe-
cialist Clinic. 

Vice President: Wants to welcome the new members of the board and all the new folks 
showing up tonight. 

Treasurer: 
The December Profit and Loss and Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed.  

Corresponding Secretary:  

The AKC has closed out the Rally Trial held on Dec 11 and 12, 2021. AKC will post 
the 2022 event dates as Dec 10, 2022, Event # 2022036454 and Dec 11, 2022, 
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Event# 20220364453 with both events closing on Nov 23, 2022. 
The AKC has approved the Rally Trial, Event # 2022036407, to be held on Sunday, 

May 15, 2022, at Expo New Mexico.  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Peggy Chandler 

Board Members: 

Cathy: Everything is moving along for  March show. 

Estelle: Welcome to all the new board members! 

Training Directors’ Reports: 

Agility:  

Jerry Faulkner—Classes are filled and we have a waiting list.   

Susan McGowan—students are coming from Farmington and Santa Fe for classes. We 
have new instructors, and if anyone wants to get involved, please contact us. 

Linda Smith—Working on the March trial at Sheriff’s Posse. Should be a fun trial! In    
October we have a Novice trial scheduled, and at the beginning of December there’s a trial 
at Expo.  

Tracking:  

1. The entry period for the TDX closed on January 26, 2022, and we have three local   
entries in the test. Unfortunately, an out of state entry was received the day after closing, 
and I as test secretary called the individual to say the entry was received too late. 

2. The TDX will occur on February 6th in Placitas within the Forest Loop Road 445. The 
Forest Service Permit will not allow spectators to park in the parking pullout areas in the 
loop, so spectators will be asked to stay at the Homestead shopping center parking lot and 
wait for exhibitors to return to the lot. The exhibitors would love your support if you would 
like to come to the Homestead shopping center! 

The TD is on schedule for February 27th in the Estancia valley. We had a change in 
judges as the two judges from Texas were concerned there might be COVID issues 
that would be problematic for out of staters. These two judges were replaced by 
local judges, Leslie Swisher and Marti Kemper, both approved by AKC to judge 
the TD. We appreciate their willingness to step in and serve as our judges. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gloria Napper-Owen 

Obedience/Other: There are lots of classes star ted, and we’re planning for more.  

New Business:  

Sue Babcock—Can the calendar that Barbara Friedman is maintaining be placed on the 
website? Mike said that they’re working on a format for it, and it will need to be changed 
frequently. Barbara is currently keeping track of it in word, but can send a PDF. Sue said a 
PDF is easier to put on the site.  

 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 
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 To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact:  

Jerry Faulkner 

at 

gfaulkner011@

comcast.net  

505-350-1037   

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

January Minutes Cont. 

 

 

 

Peggy—I had discussion with Joe Velarde about the dirt at the posse. He got in 
touch with the former manager of Expo to find out more about their work on the 
arena. He found out where they got the dirt they’re using, and will get that to add 
to the Posse Ground arena. The managers at the Sherriff’s Posse are aware that the 
dog community is not happy with the footing there and they are working to im-
prove it. Peggy doesn’t know if they will have it before March.  

Gloria—with the cancelation of the banquet, were the checks shredded, or is the 
club holding onto them to pay for a future gathering? Chris said that they aren’t 
holding onto them. He will shred or return.  

Barbara Mitchell—Dick Bruni recently passed away. She wants the club to do 
something to honor him. Susan McGowan said that the agility folks are thinking 
about what to do, and once they’ve decided they will propose it. 

Kathy Lee asked when there will be another CGC? Estelle said they will be having 
them quarterly. 

Membership Readings: 
Welcome Dana Freebury and Renee Bernard who were voted into membership af-
ter as second reading! 
Jeff moved to accept; Estelle seconded. Motion carried. 
First readings: Suzanne Dressler 

Brags: There were many brags from the membership: Congratulations! Re-
member to give Linda Stephens your brags for the newsletter! 

Announcements/Other Items: 
The next SDOC Membership meeting will be held on February 18, 2022 at 7:00 
PM. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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2022 Officers, Board of Directors &            

Others   

 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Mike Urbach 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Chris Norfolk 

Corresponding Secretary: Peggy Chandler 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Betty Pearson, Cathy Dunbar,  Donna Faulk-
ner, Estelle Metz  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Nancy Norem & Rene Urbach 

Agility Director:  Susan McGowan  

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Group Email List Moderator: Doranna Durgin 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 
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                   March Novice Trial Call for Stewards 

 

SDOC will be holding a Novice Obedience and Rally 
Trial on Saturday and Sunday March 26th and 27th.   

Obedience stewards are needed!   The Obedience portion of the trial will 
take place in the afternoon each day. 

Stewarding provides a great learning experience as well as a chance to 
help the Club, so please volunteer. 

Call or email Dede Brownstein at 505-822-9916 or                                
dedegqg@comcast.net. There is also a sign up sheet in the training room 
at SDOC. 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see https://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for club events. 

Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
Future General Membership Meetings dates and 
times may change due toCOVID-19 restrictions.  
Currently, the general meetings are via ZOOM.  
Contact webmaster@sdocnm.org for more infor-
mation. 

January 28 

February 18 

March 25 

April 29 

May 27 

June 24 

F 
uture Board Meetings dates and times may 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Current-
ly, the board meetings are via ZOOM.  Contact 

  webmaster@sdocnm.org for more information. 

 

January29 

February 19 

March 26 

April 30 

May 28 

June 25 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

mailto:dedegqg@comcast.net

