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Think Twice before using a Flexi-Leash 

From Jeff & Cathy Robb 

Cathy & I just witnessed the killing of a chihuahua by a large pit bull cross.  Chi-
huahua was on leash, pit on a flexi held by an elderly woman. We were closest, 
but had our own dogs - moved as fast as I could to help but it was over in a few 
seconds with a screaming woman knelling over her dying little dog & the other 
woman trying to get hers back.  A very large park and no one was close enough 
to stop it. 
We stayed with the chihuahua's person until family arrived.  Cathy held a still 
warm "Ruthie" wrapped in the woman's jacket. 
PLEASE, PLEASE  carry spray or something with you in public places.  This 
dog was on a "leash" (flexi) until he wasn't. 
Django was very subdued, Sky terrified at the screams of the victim. 
While sorry to ruin your evening, we feel too many of us are too casual about this 
issue,  It's a nice area, everyone on leash or flexi, we always felt safe there.   
This isn't a diatribe against any particular breed, it was clearly a mis-match, a 
tragedy waiting to happen. 
Stay safe, hug your dogs,   
 
From Doranna Durgin 

I've fended off so many similar situations that I'm hyper vigilant about any and all 
other dogs around us, especially when tracking on campus or biking the 
dogs.  There's something about a happy Beagle tail that just triggers them.  

My secret weapon is about a dozen surveyor flags taped together at the base.  
They're lightweight, highly visible, and they make a lot of noise if you whip them 
through the air or if you hit the ground.  Most dogs will veer off with that warn-
ing, but I've had to whip a couple across the snout and it stopped them in their 
tracks.  I'm sure there's a dog out there that it won't stop, but I don't think there 
aren't many 

Part two is to be prepared for the incensed reaction from the owner if you do ac-
tively protect your dog.  It never seems to occur to them that unless you're a 
stretch-armed super-hero, their dog is already on top of you before they get hit, so 
"He wasn't gonna do anything!" is nonsense. I've dealt with everything from hu-
man temper tantrums to outright assault for which the police were called.  I find it 
best to stay quiet, firm, and keep on about my own business. 
 
From Kathleen & Bo Miller 

My dogs have been attacked several times in the past by larger, aggressive dogs 
who have escaped their yard (we live in the S. Valley).   Upon the recommenda-
tion of another dog owner, I invested in a can of bear spray which I carry in a hol-
ster.   I also wear a very loud whistle on a string around my neck and that has 
been enough to deter several attacks in the past. 
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Prez Sez 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 12 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

Comments from - 
Your Editor 

Stay safe and wear a mask when you are out and 

about. 

The next meeting to be decided, most likely on 

Dec 19th via Zoom. 

Don’t forget to send in your membership dues. 

From Lyn Melin 

abq.gov/pets say this:  
If I take my dog for a walk, is there a leash length requirement? 
Dogs should not be on a leash longer than 8 feet accompanied by a person able to control 
the animal. 
 
The owner can be sited for using a flexi of a longer length, having no control, and walk-
ing an aggressive dog without having him muzzled.  
 

From Karen Naughton 

I live near Mariposa Park and often take my 2 dogs to walk on the paved track — It’s one 

mile around.  I agree that a short leash is the best for walking (especially 2 dogs).  I have 

one on each side of me and keep them close to me.  I watch for other dogs and owners 

either coming up from behind us or from the front.  It gives me time to make my boys sit 

-- preparing them for a “walk by”.  In this way, I am in control of my dogs and try to keep 

their attention away from the oncoming dog or dogs.  I believe that my actions get the 

attention of the person coming toward me and they have time to be in control of their dog. 

 

Many others mentioned similar experiences. Suggestions for responsibly walking your 

large or small dog included ensuring that your dog is under 100% control 100% of the 

time. Small dogs can and do attack large dogs, which can lead to terrible tragedies. 

Think Twice before using a Flexi-Leash Cont. 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

 
How did we get to December… and here we are into it. 
It has certainly been a year with few chances to trial, far 
fewer classes and so much less socializing with other 
dog people.   I think we will all be glad to see December 
pass along with 2020 and may 2021 be far closer to what 
we all consider the norm. 

 

I want to thank all of the instructors who have taught 
during this time, some more classes to accommodate the 
numbers we have been allowed. You are very much ap-
preciated. I want to say thank you and more for the board 
that has been with me through all this and is staying for 

another year.  You are wonderful… and there are no words I know for my gratitude.   
Thank you to Linda Stephens for keeping the S&N coming and for prodding me 
now and then when I am late.  

 

If any of you are traveling and trialing this month, I wish you all safe travel and best 
of luck. If you are traveling to see family safe travel and enjoy the time with them. 
The holidays will be strange to all of us I am sure…  

 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and a wonderful whatever holiday it is that you 
celebrate this time of year   Mostly enjoy your dogs… they are the best company 
and are glad just to be with us.   Are we not lucky??  

 

Betty 

 

 
A Note From Betty - I am sorry to announce that the Dec Obedience and Rally trial 
has been postponed until Jan. The decision is based on the current numbers and the 
fact that there is very likely to be a spike in the numbers about that time based on 
the Thanksgiving gatherings, it does not seem to be a safe time to hold the trial. In 
January we will reassess where we are with numbers and go from there... I am sorry 
to disappoint many but I do want all of the members who would be working the trial 
to be safe. 
 
 
   



I read and re-read the Governor’s new Public Health Order and I believe 

we are back in action, slowly but back in operations. Please do your part, 

wear your mask, wash your hands and stay home as much as you can. 

 

It’s been a crazy year and that’s putting it mildly.  We were open in January, 

February, and half of March – we were able to get the March Agility Trial in 

by the skin of our teeth – April, May, June and part of July – totally shut down 

☹, rest of July, August, September – Club was  open but different – drill sign 

ups on the website,  no September Agility Trial ☹, - October – Open/Novice 

Trial – � , Club meetings in the Agility Yard -  November – Agility Course 
Test – and December, hopefully open and still different - hand sanitizer, 

masks, social distancing.   

 

It’s been a crazy year and that’s putting it mildly BUT … remember to count 

your blessings. You have your dogs, your health (I hope you didn’t have 

COVID), food in the pantry and your friends at SDOC. 

 

Seen on Facebook on Nov 29, 2020 

 

“I am not looking forward to all that “lose the quarantine weight” New Year 

BS that’s about to drop, so here’s a reminder – your body has been pro-

cessing so much stress and trauma that if you are alive and healthy, you are 

good.  Your body is good as it is. You are good.”  

 

Be safe, wear your mask, wash your hands, and hug your dogs. 

 

The Agility Committee 

 To register 

for any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 
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QQ Article December 2020 

And We’re Back (Again)! 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

 
 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Cathy Dunbar,  
Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Terri Brown 

Agility Chairperson:  Michele Becknell 

Tracking Director: Gloria Napper-Owen 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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2021 SDOC Membership Renewal 

 
 
 

Folks: It’s that time of year again to renew your SDOC membership. 
SDOC’s year runs from January 1 to December 31. 

 

Have questions about this form or membership in general? Contact 
Jeff Robb at jeffreym_robb@q.com. 

 

Membership renewal forms and dues for 2021 are to be submitted 
by January 1, 2021. 

 

As stated in the SDOC By-Laws, “A membership will be considered as lapsed 
and automatically terminated if such member’s dues remain unpaid 30 days 
 

after the 1
st

 day of the fiscal year. After this grace period, any member 

who has not paid their dues will automatically be dropped and will have 
to reapply for membership in the club. 

 

*Grace Period Ends January 31, 2021* 

 
 

Please make the check payable to SDOC. 

 

Mail check and completed form by January 1, 2021 to: 

 

SDOC 

P. O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199-3053 

Scents & Nonscents 
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2021 SDOC Membership Renewal Form 

 

(please print neatly as the information is used for SDOC directory) 

 

Name(s): ________________________________________ Phone #(s): _______________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State: ________________________________________________ Zip Code: ________________ 

 

e-mail address(es): __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dog breed(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Primary Venue(s) of interest (check all that apply): 

hoose one: Individual membership ($30) ______ Family membership ($40) ______ 

 

We love our volunteers. Please indicate below the areas in which you would be willing to help SDOC: 

 

____Phone Committee              _____Class Instruction             _____Newsletter 

____Hospitality                           _____Stewarding                       _____Clerical / Word Processing 

____Maintenance                       _____Trial Setup                        _____Club Officer / Board Member                                    

____Website / Social Media 

 

Other: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Scents & Nonscents Newsletter is posted electronically at the SDOC website. If you would like a 
hardcopy S&N mailed to you, please place a check mark here _______ . 

_____ Phone Com-
mittee 

_____ Class Instruc-
tion _____ Newsletter 

_____ Hospitality _____ Stewarding 

_____ Clerical / Word 
Processing 

_____ Mainte-
nance _____ Trial Setup 

_____ Club Officer / 
Board Member 

_____ Website / 
Social Media     

—-Return this page only—- 
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Scents & Nonscents 

In Attendance:  

Officers and Board Members: Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Sue Bab-
cock, Treasurer; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Peggy Chandler, Board Member; Christy 
Stern, Board Member; Cathy Dunbar, Board Member 

Absent: Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary; Stephanie Kouretsos, Board Member  

Training Directors: Glor ia Napper -Owen, Tracking;  

Absent: Terr i Brown, Obedience Director ;  Michele Becknell, Agility 

The Meeting was called to order by Betty Pearson at 4:04 pm on November  21, 2020 via 
Zoom. 

Roll Call:  Quorum Achieved 

President’s Report –  

The October Club minutes were approved with Christy Stern making the motion and Sue Babcock 
seconded.  

Thank you to the students who attend the drills, thanks to those who donated their time and thank 
you to those that donated funds to SDOC during this trying time. 
 
Vice President Report – Membership renewals are coming up. Look for the form in S&N and on 
the website and get them in as soon as you can. 
 
Treasurer Report – the Profit & Loss statement was reviewed. 
 
Recording Secretary – absent. Nothing to report. 
 

Corresponding Secretary report –  
 
1.     SDOC has remitted 2021 dues to AKC. 
2.    Dr. G. Paveza has been named a AKC delegate effective 9 March 2021. 
3.    The Humane Fund is requesting a donation. 
 

Board Member Reports 
 
Cathy – December Rally/Obedience Trial - We’ll wait for the Governor’s decision concerning our 
lockdown at her next Press Conference which should happen Thanksgiving week. 

Christy – nothing to report. 
 
Peggy –  
Is the building being checked daily?  Yes 
 
Peggy has sent an e-mail to Susan McGowen asking about the landscapers picking up the leaves. 
 
Training Director Reports –  
 
Obedience – via e-mail from Terri Brown 

Hello All,  

This report is very simple, hence you get it early.  

 To register 

for any 

Agility 

class, 

contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.

org or 828-

9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost 

$10 per 

dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, 

contact: 

Betty 

Pearson 

conchobar

66@ 

hotmail.co

m 

  505-898-

2706 

November 2020 General Meeting Minutes 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Chandler 
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Per the Governors health mandate, all classes and drills have been suspended. When the sus-
pension went into effect we had 3 scent works classes, one basic novice class and one Rally 
class underway. We had 10 obedience drills, one scent works, and too many rally drills to 
count. We also had one more weekend of rally videos for titles. Conformation drill was 
scheduled to start 11/14 but since it was the first drill Kim opted not to start.  
 

Agility - Agility is pretty quiet right now; before the latest shut down, drill/skills were being 
held almost every day.   

Laura will start a new class titled “Putting It All Together” after the first of the year on 
Wednesday afternoon and it is already full. She may offer another session in the early after-
noon. 

ACT was held on November 14; a great success with 47 runs and approximately 50% earned 
their ACT titles. 

Tracking - via e-mail from Gloria Napper-Owen 

A US Forest Service permit has not yet been purchased for use out at the tracking area in 
Placitas. I will wait to see if we hold either the TDX or TD in February before pur-
chasing the permit. 

We are in a wait and see mode for holding the February tests.  
AKC has communicated that there are no emergency options for holding tracking tests 

without approved judges. I am going to see if two of our local TD approved judges 
will be ‘in the wings’ to judge the Feb. 28, 2021 TD if we are not able to bring in out 
of state judges. 

 
Old Business – Estelle thanks Kim Banales, Mary Roberts and Cathy Robb for helping out 
with the nominating committee.  
 
The Board consists of Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Sue Babcock, 
Treasurer; Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary; Peggy Chandler, Board Member; Christy 
Stern, Board Member, Cathy Dunbar, Board Member; Stephanie Kouretsos 
 
Votes were unanimous.  Congratulations to the Board. 
 
New Member – Arlene and Brian Frantz, second reading; Kathleen and Bo Miller, second 
reading; Valerie George, first reading. 
 
The Frantz’s and the Miller’s were voted in as members. Welcome! 
 
Brags were shared. 
 
New Business –  
 
Janice Anthes shared the latest AKC minutes via Groups.io with rule changes. 
 
The next Club meeting will be held in December, date as yet to be confirmed. 
 
Sue  Babcock made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Jeff Robb seconded.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 4:28 pm.   
 
 
 
 

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 
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Teaching People and their 

Dogs for over 50 years. 

 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see https://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for club events. 

Future General Membership Meetings (in the 
SDOC training building) - always at 7:00 p.m. 
The dates and times may change due to COVID-
19 restrictions 

August 28 

September 25 

October 24  @  4 PM in Agility Yard  

November 20 

December 18 

 

 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at the 
SDOC training building) - always at 6:30 p.m. 
The dates and times may change due to 
COVID-19 restrictions 

August 25 

September 22 

October 21 

November 17 

December 15 

 

 

 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club 

PO Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 


