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 [Please note!  These are the opinions and in-

terpretations of your Editor and not of anyone 

else.  .Laurel, the S&N Editor] 

Frankly I am appalled at the information I read 

which is taken exactly as printed from AKC 

concerning changes in the Obedience Regula-

tions which are being presented this month and 

next to the AKC Board.  I only learned about 

this September 28 which is VERY short notice 

from our National Obedience Regulations 

Body.   

For some time, AKC has been adding classes to 

make obedience simpler and less difficult with 

more and more ways to achieve more and more 

titles.  While it appears that AKC is offering 

more and more titles, it also appears to me that 

they are concentrated more and more on their 

bottom line and not on the quality of our sport!  

In the process they also appear to be encourag-

ing more and more numbers of dogs and to do 

so are making it less and less necessary for the 

handlers to actually train their dogs.   

When I began training dogs for obedience in 

1968/69, I did it to achieve the most classic 

reason—to get my dog to come when I called 

and to not jump all over me and anyone who 

came to visit.  Once I began training, I began to 

enjoy the sport and want to actually participate.  

I actually trained my dog for about a year be-

fore stumbling with laughter and great embar-

rassment through my first obedience trials.  

Boy did I ever learn what I DIDN’T know.  

About a year later Sheikh and I actually earned 

our  CD.  At that time, SDOC had 12 week 

classes, and we were strict.  My first obedience 

book was by Blanche Saunders and it was 

based on military training.   

In the past 50 years much has changed about 

training, especially motivational training rather 

than “we’ll whip those hounds into condition-

al” attitude.  No, we never did actually “whip” 

the dogs, but we laughed-a lot of us-at those 

‘cookie-trainers’.  Our dogs were “trained”, and 

we knew they would obey and could sit in a 

line just a couple feet apart and would never 

dare move.  Things have never looked so dif-

ferent!  And honestly, in general, it is for the 

better! 

The problem now is that generally Joe Q. Pub-

lic wants that training and all those titles with-

out understanding that it takes work and lots 

more of that work than the 6 week Petsmart or 

other beginner’s course provides, yet some-

where people are being convinced that that is 

all that they need.  Result:  People are bringing 

dogs to trials that are no where near ready to 

compete.  AKC is not helping this by providing 

titles for “Beginning Novice”.  People think 

that a class where everything is done on leash 

and no real interaction with other dogs occurs 

means that they are ready to compete in real 

obedience .  Instead of teaching and convincing 

these newcomers to train more and truly pre-

pare their dogs for the long sit/down exercises 

and how to have a dog well enough trained to 

work off leash, AKC wants to further ‘dumb 

down’ the requirements for the CD to encour-

age new trainers/handlers so that they will con-

tinue to enter trials.   

My reaction to this is to convince AKC to 

change the Beginners Novice to a “test” and 

require it be passed before a dog can officially 

enter a formal trial and earn a CD (the first title 

the dog can earn).  The Beginners Novice 

TEST should require that the dogs sit On Leash 

with handlers approximately 6 feet from the 

dog and about 5 feet apart so there is very little 

immediate interaction but there is some .  It 

would also indicate that the dog is ready to do 

the current type of off-leash stays.                                          

  Continued on page 5 
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per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 
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 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Jill 
Warren for Co-

Editing,  and Allie 
Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                            http://www.sdocnm.org                                                                

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

The Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

October…. It sure came quickly and the skies will be filled with beautiful color and hopefully the 

dogs are fine with the balloons aloft.  So far mine pretty well ignore them so I can enjoy but not many 

come our way. 

 

The September trials have come and gone. It seems as if people had a great time at them and we re-

ceived a lot of compliments… I want to thank everyone who helped at any of them.. It takes a village 

to get everything done and make it go smoothly..  The Agility featured the Victory Lap honoring our 

retired Agility dogs.  A photo of the dogs is on page 4 and the ribbons may be seen at the bottom of 

this page.  Congratulations to those wonderful old dogs! 

 

Some of you will be off trialing the rest of the year. Best of luck to you all and be safe. The weather 

will be turning soon possibly making the drives a bit more challenging, 

 

The nominating committee has met and the proposed slate appears in this issue of the S&N.  

 

The meeting this month is the Halloween party… it is always a lot of fun. Dress up, dress your dog 

up, play games, and enjoy the hospitality goodies.. If there are things you’d like to bring, please let 

Jeff and Cathy Robb know. They will be doing their usual wonderful job of organizing this. The 

meeting date is 27th October.. Hope to see you all there.        —Betty 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 

Your Editor 

Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before December 

1 will be credited 

to the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Important reminder: All SDOC classes are limited in size. To ensure a 

place, your completed and signed application, full payment, and proof 

of vaccinations must reach the appropriate SDOC registrar a mini-

mum of one day prior to the class start date and prior to the time the 

class limit is reached. Receipt of the application does not guarantee a 

place in the class. Emailed applications are not accepted. To avoid mis-

placement, please staple your check to your application. 
 
 

Hopefully this will reach members in time for them to respond to AKC’s latest ideas for changes to obedi-

ence regulations.  Obviously there are a lot of ideas and opinions, and our best chance is to let AKC know 

that we want more considerations of these ideas before they are brought up for a vote.  To best reach 

them, write to the following address and suggest how you would change them or what you like or dislike 

about the new proposed ones.  At present they are to consider the changes in Oct.—too little time for 

more input—and they need to be asked to table the changes and consider it more at a later date.  Contact 

tem at:  GINA.DINARO@akc.org.  To vent or offer other ideas, contact Pam Manaton at either pcm@akc 

or simply: obedience@akc.org.   RUSH to do this right away!!! 

There will be a new Freestyle Class at SDOC starting October 18 (Wed.) at 7:30.  The class will be taught 

by Pam Jones and Jinkle Seagrave and will offer information for both beginners and more advanced stu-

dents.  After teaching and reviewing the basics, the class will split to teach more advanced movements 

while one instructor concentrates on simpler movements.. This is a FUN class so come and check it out! 

 

On Friday, Oct. 20, SDOC will hold an Agility Fun Match at the Training Site where we will hold 

our Novice/Open Agility Trial on Sat./Sun. of that weekend.  On Friday, you can come and set up 

your crates and pens and stay to enjoy the match.  The following days you can actually start your 

agility careers!!  More general information on page 10 of this issue! COMPLETE INFORMATION 

IS AVAILABLE ON THE SDOC WEBSITE!    

 

Don’t forget our truly enjoyable Halloween Party on  October 27 at our Membership Meeting.  There is a 

costume party with prizes for such things as best dog costume, best people costume, best dog/handler cos-

tume, etc.  LOTS of yummy Halloween treats and camaraderie!!!  Let Cathy and Jeff Robb know what 

kind of goodies, decorations, prizes, etc. you want to offer or do to help. 

 

SDOC’s Electiions will be held in November.  The Nomination Committee’s Slate can be found on page 

11 of this issue, and additional nominees can be submitted at the October membership meeting on Oct. 27.  

Anyone being nominated from the floor must have an accompanying letter accepting that nomination at 

the meeting.  Elections will be held on November 17, a week early due to Thanksgiving day.   

 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

agilityreg@sdoc

nm.org or 828-

9660 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

DOUBLE 

Q 

Headed out to an AKC Agility Trial in Amarillo. Ready to have some more fun and adventure with my 

dog. Hoping for one of those exhilarating runs, my dog and I are starting to experience as a team. 

 Last trial in the Saturday JWW run, she had a 5.76 yps run. That was a rush! On the way to the treats, 

someone in the crowd commented, “that was a thing of beauty”! Made us feel good. Sundays JWW run, a 

different story.  Still looking for that last leg for a title.  Lesson learned, practice wide open to tight turns. 

Make sure you keep working fundamentals, serpentines, boxes, pinwheels.  

The Standard, Time to Beat and Fast reminded me to proof contacts before every trial. We had some suc-

cess with Q’s in Standard and Fast but did not meet the criteria. Another lesson from the trial. Proof those 

Contacts!  

There were good things in every run. Focusing on those good things and learning from my mistakes is a 

personnel goal.  At least keep trying! I knew exactly what I did to send her into the wrong end of the tun-

nel! It took a split second to happen. That was our only fault, and would have been another Standard Q.  

Just a split second longer holding the send, before moving to the next obstacle would have prevented this 

mistake.   

So, off to Amarillo.  We have been working the contacts this week, working jump sequences and practicing 

weave poles. Thinking about giving cues in time, walking the course from the dogs’ line and looking at the 

handling options that could work best. When I need to connect and when I need to trust my dog.   These 

last items will be up front on my mind as I walk courses this weekend.   

Looking for another adrenaline rush on the agility field.  Might just get that other leg. 

Happy Trialing…….  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L to R:  Melanie Mead and Aussie Blue; Susan Neal and PWD, Leo; Maggie Gee and 

Golden, Solar; Clint Wolf and Golden, Kaia; Carol Clay and All-American, Corky.  

These dogs and their owners were recognized with a Victory Lap as retired Agility 

Dogs at the SDOC September Agility Trials.  Congratulations to all!!!  Photos by Mag-

gie Gee (see also page  2) 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee4802@ 

gmail.com 

with questions 

Continued from page 1 

A dog that could not pass this test is not ready for a real Companion Dog Degree.  I believe that any dog 

should be able to act calmly and be steady in close quarters if it is to be a real companion. 

The newly proposed exercises which are proposed for competitors at the CD and CDX levels are exercis-

es 5 and 6 which would take the place of Sits and Downs.   

Exercise 5 is the Sit Stay, Get Your Leash.  The orders are, “Sit your dog.  Leave your dog (to get your 

leash).  Back to your dog.”.  The handler is to stand with the dog alone in the ring in a spot indicated by 

the judge.  The judge asks, “Are you ready?”  Upon agreement from the handler, the judge orders the han-

dler to sit their dog which the dog must do promptly and without being touched.  On order, the handler 

with then leave the dog, again without touching it or its collar, and go to the ring gate and take the leash 

from the place where it has been left (I assume after the last exercise was finished.)  then return to the dog 

around and stand in place beside the dog.  The dog must not move until the judge says “Exercise finished” 

at which time the handler places the leash back on the dog and leaves the ring quietly and under control 

without jumping, pulling, or tugging at the leash.  The dog will be placed about 30 feet from the ring gate 

and facing it, and the handler retrieves the leash from just outside the ring gate in a place indicated by the 

judge.  I won’t go into the detailed deductions for errors by the dog as they are the usual sorts of deduc-

tions.   

Exercise 6 is the Group Exercise.  It consists of the Sit and the Down.  If a dog has NQed in any previous 

exercise, it MUST be excused from the group exercises.  Now, to me personally, this seems logical as if a 

dog will not stay in place or heel off leash, it is very likely to break its stays.  My arguments start with the 

distances apart and positioning of the dogs.  To begin with, the dogs are to be placed 6 feet apart which 

means that in a 50 foot long ring, there would be only 6 dogs in the row OR two rows back to back with 6 

feet between the rows as well as 6 feet apart.  My opinion is that this more like having the dogs each in 

their own little room and hardly tests anything.  On top of it all, the dogs remain on leash which means the 

dogs are just 6 feet from their handlers.  I believe that if the dogs are on leash, there is certainly no need 

for them to have 6 feet on all sides as well.  Why bother to call this a Test of anything?  If our dogs cannot 

be trusted to sit in a polite row as we have required for 50 years, what is wrong with our training and/or 

our dogs???  The group exercise is one of the most impressive exercises for potential trainees to see.  On 

top of this, the sit and the down will be only one (1) minute each; it hardly seems worth the bother.   

In the Open Class, an exercise has been added, the Command Discrimination which requires that the han-

dler leave the dog in a position (sit down or stand) beside him, then on the judge’s command, leave to a 

distance of about 15 feet, turn and face the dog.  Then, using verbal or signal or both, the dog shall be 

commanded to change to sit or down or stand upon the judge’s signal to the handler.  This seems to me to 

be basically the same exercise as in Beginning Utility.   I think I’m missing the point of adding this to 

Open.  I’d appreciate it if someone would enlighten me as to why we need to add yet another exercise to 

this class.  Leaving it as is with the usual out of sight sits and downs seems like enough of a test.  In addi-

tion, it will require even more time for each handler to do first a one minute sit and then repeat the exer-

cise in the down position for one minute while the handler goes to the ring entrance and waits then returns 

at the judge’s command.  Isn’t this going to make it even more difficult for the judges to stay on time in 

their judging?  My opinion is to leave well enough alone! 

My understanding is that the point of all this is to make conditions safer for the dogs during the group 

exercises.  My experience in my nearly 50 years of competing is that dangerous dog incidents are rare, 

and these changes are not really going to make that much difference.  There are ways to keep dangerous 

dogs out of sits and downs/group exercises, and the comments made concerning the judge observing the 

dogs as they line up and enter the ring cover those situations very well indeed.  If a dog is observed by the 

judge to be acting in an aggressive manner when lining up outside the ring or on entry and lining up inside 

the ring, the dog is to be excused immediately.  Since we have already changed the rules so that dogs are 

lined up in order by size meaning that small dogs and large dogs are not next to each other, how much  

                                                                                   Continued on page 6 

● Contact Web-

master Sue 

Babcock at: 

● sue@sbabcoc

k. com 
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Metz 

Stay warm or 
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style! 

Continued from page 5 

more should we be expected to do?  If people are so worried about their dogs, perhaps they should not 

compete.  Or, perhaps they should do more training in different places and situations.  I know that SDOC 

stresses steady sits and downs and training in public areas where our dogs are exposed to situations that 

will test them and each others dogs for the exact purpose of steadiness.  By the time we reach ‘trial readi-

ness’, we theoretically can trust OUR dogs—we certainly should be able to do so.  If AKC is so very wor-

ried about the safety of dogs, they need to consider making a requirement that all trainers OR Clubs be 

certified considering safety training.  This certainly should be a requirement for Private and or Store (like 

Petsmart) training programs to have a certification that they understand these concepts.  Lets face it, AKC 

constantly carps that they are a Breed Registry, not a regulatory organization, but when it comes to dog 

sports, they ARE regulating them and should take on their share of the responsibility.  Will that happen?  

Your guess is as good as mine, and I’ll let you make quick guess as to mine.   

In essence, my final opinion is that more and more so-called trainers who have little or no actual training 

themselves are doing too much promoting of 6 week courses that probably teach more bad habits than good 

ones.  They probably never even saw an obedience trial yet leave their trainees with the idea that they are 

ready to go out and get a CGC, BN, and CD without any more work.  ( And yes, I have participated and 

observed basic Petsmart classes.  All we can do is to encourage those that we happen to meet to come and 

get the additional training that will make those dogs truly ready to enter the ring.  We need to keep talking 

up training and our Club.   We should gather up our courage at trials and pull people aside if we feel they 

need it and suggest additional training hints and ideas that may help them and classes that may help them 

be more successful.  And in OUR classes, we need to be sure to tell people that your first class was a start 

not the final result.  Encourage, welcome, and urge people to keep working for a result that they can be 

proud of.  If they have an odd breed, or an All-American, get them involved in our club and introduce them 

to true  dog responsibility.  That, too, is part of OUR responsibility. 

Janice Anthes, one of our several obedience judges provided the addresses where you can read the exact 

regulation changes and how to contact the powers-that-be about those regulations.  I strongly advise that 

you do so.  For providing your input, contact: Pam Manaton (pcm@akc.org) or obedience@akc.org.  To 

request that the regulations be tabled for further input and consideration contact the AKC Secretary at Gi-

na.DiNardo@akc.org.  

 I’ve probably gotten off the subject again, but after so many years in our sport, I am very concerned to see 

it becoming less and less rather than more and more.  Feel free to send a “Letter to the Editor” if you want 

to add anything to this diatribe or disagree with in this article.  Participation is welcome! 

Blessedly Simple Daily Advice  

From Dogs Who Know 

If you simply do 

What you need to do 

At the time it needs to be done 

You’ll avoid the stress  

That makes life a mess 

And still have time for some fun! 

 

By Bob Lovka in “Dog Blessings, a Collection of Poems, Quotes, Facts, & Myths.” 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 

a “CH” or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, please 

include a 

picture of your 

dog! 
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Minutes of the September Membership Meeting 
By  Julie Brozek, Secretary  

 

In Attendance: 

Officers and Board Members:  Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Amy Montano, 

Treasurer; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Julie Brozek, Recording Secretary; Board Members: 

Stephanie Kouretsos, Karen Provine, Peggy Chandler 

Directors: Pat Hester, Agility Director  

Absent: Michele Lommasson, Board Member  

 

The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 7:06 PM in the training room of the 

SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque.    
 

The minutes of the August 2017 Membership Meeting were approved as published. Sue Babcock 

moved, Amy Montano second. Motion carried. 

 

Officers’ and Board reports: 

President: 

The Agility and Obedience trials were both very successful! Thanks to all who helped! 

 

Corresponding Secretary: 

Evi Fox and Sandra Davis sent notes thanking SDOC for a great obedience trial. Their notes are posted on 

the bulletin board in the vestibule. 

AKC has nominated their Board of Directors for 2019-2022 as per their bylaws. 

AKC closed out the SDOC September Obedience Trials. 

AKC approved our February 4, 2018 Tracking event.  

AKC acknowledges our application for the All Breed Rally trial to be held Feb. 10 and 11, 2018. 

AKC rulebooks have been ordered and will be available for purchase at the next meeting. 

 

Board members: 

Peggy Chandler reported that new tables have been purchased and will be here in 1-4 days.   

 

Treasurer: 

The August Profit and Loss and the Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed. 

 

Training Directors’ Reports: 

Agility:  

The Agility trial last weekend was fun! 

We are getting the last of the classes scheduled for the year. 

We are getting ready for the October 21-22 Agility trials. There will be ACT 1 and ACT 2 events. Linda 

Smith will hold a Fun Match on Friday, October 20, from 4-6 pm. 

 

New Business: 

Estelle said the Nominating Committee met and the proposed slate for 2018 is as follows: 

Officers: Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Treasurer Pending; Julie Brozek, Recording 

Secretary; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary. 

Board of Directors: Peggy Chandler, Stephanie Kouretsos, Amy Montano, Christy Stern 

 

Membership readings:  

Welcome Andrew and Kristi King who were voted into membership after a second reading! Peggy Chandler 

moved, Amy Montano second. Motion carried.  

 

Brags: There were many brags by the membership! Congratulations! Remember  to give Laurel Drew 

your 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2017 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Amy Montano 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Julie Brozek 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, 
Stephanie Kouretsos, Michelle Lom-
masson. Karen Provine 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Deb Tabor 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum and Pat 
Hester 

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:   Susan Babcock 

Maintaince Progjects:  John Clendenin 

Thank you one and all! 

Pat Hester and 
Gene Tatum 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Peggy Chandler and her Aussie, Buzz, earned their Excellent FAST and Open Jumpers 

titles at the recent SDOC Agility Trial! 

 Maggie Gee and Golden Jimmy earned their Novice Agility Preferred title at our recent 

Agility trial! 

 Pat Hester and her Lexi earned their Excellent FAST Agility title at our Sept. trial! 

 Cathy Dunbar’s BC, Tuxe White Tie featured in the photo “Time Out For Play” in the 

Sept. S&N, finished his CD at the SDOC Sept. trials.  He also took 1st place on Labor Day.  

Welcome to the Club, Cathy and Tuxe!! 

 Karen Naughton reports that Domino Standard Schnauzer finished his Barn Hunt Open 

level (RATO) title back in May while his buddy, Shadow finished his RATN  (Novice) 

level at the same time!   

 In August, Karen’s two boys, Domino and Shadow 

earned their titles in CGC Urban while Karen’s sister and 

her Sheltie Pip passed as well.  Nice way to spend a vaca-

tion!!  See photo on page 11! 

 Penni Adrian announces that her Cardigan Corgie, Chase 

has received the Register of Merit-Versatility-Gold, the 

highest producer’s award of the Cardigan Welsh Corgi 

Club of America.  Not to be outdone, daughter Elyan 

Moon in the Mirror (Mallory) won the Four to Six 

Month Puppy Group in Prescott and promises to be a 

star in the making! 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

jbrozek@ 

swcp.com 

 or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, or 

download from 

the SDOC web 

site! 

Special Edible Treats for Dogs 

Compiled by Laurel Drew 

 Your Editor is always on the lookout for goodies for our best furry friends.  These come from various 

books, magazines, etc. and are particularly intriguing and simple—I’m not much of a cook! 

From AKC’s November/December “Family Dog”, comes this nifty holiday treat:   

Fruity Oatmeal Dog Treats    ( By blogger, Erin Browne of  BrownieBites.net & Corgie Dexter) 

1 ripe banana                                                   1 cup shredded carrot 

1/4 cup unsweetened apple sauce                    1/8 cup water 

1 1/2 cups whole-wheat flour (substitute similar flour if your dog can’t have wheat) 

1 cup oats 

Preheat your oven to 350F.  Mash the carrots with the banana, then add applesauce and water.  Fold in the 

oats and gradually add the flour until a dough is formed.  Lightly sprinkle a countertop with some whole-

wheat flour and roll out the dough to about 1/2 inch thick.  Use a small biscuit cutter or a seasonal cutter 

of your choice and place the treats on a lightly sprayed cookie sheet.  Bake for 25 minutes, the turn off the 

oven and let the treats stay inside for an additional 2-3 hours.  This will dehydrate the treats further, creat-

ing a chewy to crunchy (depending on how long you let them dehydrate) treat with a longer shelf life. 

 

From Dog Fancy magazine for January, 2015 on page 23 by Kenny Coogan in “6 Keys to Canine Enrich-

ment” come these ideas for making meals that are more interesting to your dog: 

To liven up their meals or give special treats, put some of their kibble in an ice cube tray and fill it with 

non-salted chicken or beef broth, then freeze.  Drop a couple of these treats in their bowl of kibble for 

dinner treats or provide a couple of them in their bowl outside on a hot day.  They’ll appreciate the cool-

ness and taste of this change-up treat.   

Some folks will provide raw (ALWAYS RAW, NOT COOKED) chicken or turkey necks, feet, or wings 

as treats once or twice a week.  This helps keep teeth clean and the dogs love crunching up those bones.  

Be sure they are big enough to require some real crunching and chewing.  Never ever cook them as this 

can result in splintery bones which can cause real problems. 

You can also use large raw beef knuckle bones or thigh bones, but nothing small enough that they can 

chew them into splinters that could cause stomach or intestinal problems.  Antlers, especially those in the 

velvet, are a real treat.  In all cases, when the bone reaches a sized that could be swallowed, it’s time to 

thrown them away and provide a new one.  Keep an eye on a dog that is apt to swallow the whole bone.   

Check with your veterinarian for any side effects from various vegetables.  Most seeded fruits and veggies 

such as cauliflower, apples, bananas, peanuts, etc. are safe if you are careful and will definitely change up 

the old hum-drum kibble.  It’s amazing how many different vegetables dogs seem to enjoy.  I have a 

friend whose greyhound adores chiles!  Grapes and raisins are not good for dogs although I once thor-

oughly enjoyed watching a dog of mine explore a grape, carefully peeling and eating the skin, then rolling 

the innards for several minutes before eating them.  This is NOT something to do regularly, and it’s a 

good idea to get a clearance from your vet before adding many new treats to your dog’s diet.  Have a good 

laugh as you watch them try out new veggies! 

More treats and goodies will appear here from time to time. 
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OCTOBER 21 & OCTOBER 22, 2017 ACT (Agility CourseTest) Saturday—ACT 1, 2 rounds to follow regular Agility Trial 

Classes Sunday—ACT 2, 2 rounds to follow regular Agility Trial Classes The Agility Course Test (ACT) is an entry level 
agility event designed to introduce and welcome beginning dogs and their handlers to the AKC Sport of Dog Agility. 

There are two levels of ACT: ACT1 and ACT2. ACT 1 is designed for the beginning level dog to show beginning sequenc-
ing and performance skills. ACT 2 requires an increased skill level shown by the additional obstacles to be performed. In 

addition to showing your dog’s entry level skills & gaining ring experience, new exhibitors will learn some important 

basic information about entering & competing in AKC Agility. Designed to help make your first real Agility trial not so 
scary…for You & your dog! Earn an ACT 1 and/or ACT 2 title in one weekend!!! ACT titles require just 2 passing scores & 

both can be earned under the same judge evaluator on the same day. So it’s possible to earn both an ACT 1 and ACT 2 
title at our event!! ACT Evaluator: Linda Smith of Albuquerque, NM Secretary : Linda Smith 2719 Norment Rd SW Albu-

querque, NM 87105 Email: bcdawgma@aol.com (505) 554-2992 WHO CAN ENTER? Dogs must be 15 months of age and 
meet the physical requirements for a regular AKC Agility Trial. The dog cannot have earned any AKC agility title. Dog do 

NOT need to be AKC registered to enter ACT. **Dogs without registration numbers will be issued a temporary one after 

the event by the AKC office. If a dog handler team has qualified at an event with an unregistered dog, they will be sent 
a query to register the dog after the event. Dogs do NOT need to have an ACT 1 Title to enter ACT 2 Enter just ACT 1. 

Enter just ACT 2. Or feel free to enter BOTH!!!  

ENTRIES AND ENTRY FEES: Pre Entry: Opens: Friday Sept 1st , 8am. Closes: Monday Oct 16th , 6pm Pre Entry Fees: 

$12 per dog per class (Pre Entry Jr Handler Fee: $8 per dog per class) Pre entry fees should be made payable to SDOC 
& mailed to: Linda Smith 2719 Norment Rd SW Albuquerque, NM 87105 DAY OF ENTRIES WILL CLOSE EACH DAY AT 

NOON!! Day of Entry Fee: $15 per dog per class (Day of Entry Jr Handler Fee: $10 per dog per class) Please have exact 

course at any height (10-

course in 60 seconds or less with a score of 85, no dropped bars, no missed contacts, no more than 3 attempts to com-

-

in 70 seconds or less with a score of 85, no dropped bars, no missed contacts, no more than 3 attempts to complete any 

AKC registered to receive a physical title certificate from AKC and have the title printed after the dog’s name*** For in-

formation about the AKC ACT Program or ACT Regulations: http://www.akc.org/events/agility/act-program/ For a com-
plete set of Regulations for AKC Agility Trials: http://www.akc.org/rules/ Any Questions about our SDOC ACT event?? 

Contact: Linda Smith (505) 554-2992 or bcdawgma@aol.com OFFICIALAMERICANKENNELCLUB AGILITYENTRYFORM 
AKC Rules, Regulations, Policies and Guidelines are available on the American Kennel  

SDOC HOLDS ACT 1 and 2 Trials October 21/22 

SPECIAL EVENT FOR NEWCOMERS TO AGILITY!! 

(EVENT FOLLOWS REGULAR NOVICE/OPEN CLASSES) 
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                                                                                             Continued on page 11 

Continued from page 7 

 

 brags for the newsletter! 

 

Hospitality: Thank you to Angel Rose for  the hospitality! 

 

Announcements/Other items: 

Marco Banales thanks all those who contributed to and sponsored the youth classes! 

 

The next SDOC Membership meeting will be on October 27. This will be our annual Halloween party. Dogs and humans are wel-

come to wear costumes! Costume contest for the dogs! Come and have fun! Hope to see you all here! 

 

Nominated Slate for SDOC for 2018 

By Estelle Metz, Committee Chair 

The Nomination Committee for SDOC for 2018 is Chair, Estelle Metz.  Others are:  Leslie Swisher, 

Cathy Robb, Christie Stern, Mary Roberts, Toi Tschohl, and alternate Kim Banales. 

 

The slate as nominated are: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice-President:  Jeff Robb 

Treasurer:  Sue Babcock 

Recording Secretary:  Julie Brozek 

Corresponding Secretary:  Estelle Metz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler 

            Stephanie Kouretsos 

             Amy Montano 

            Christie Stern 

 

Many thanks to the Committee members who generously gave of their time, especially on a weekend .  It 

was a great group.  As well, we thank the nominees who graciously accepted the their nominations. 

           Submitted by Estelle Metz, Chairperson 

The Naughtons’ Standard 
Schnauzers plus Pip the Sheltie 
earning CGC-U titles. 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 

More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

May 26 

June 30 

July28  (Ice Cream Social) 

August 25 

September 29 

October 27  (Halloween Party) 

November 17 (Elections) 

December 22 ? (Christmas Party) 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 23 

June 27 

July 25 

August 22 

September 26 

October 24 

November 14 

December 19? 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


