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Not Your Mother’s AKC 

Maybe I’m not alone in thinking of AKC 
as a monolithic organization slow to 
embrace change. Well, I may have to 
re-think that notion. AKC seems to be 
trying to be more user friendly and 
keep up with the times. 

At the Feb. 9-10, 2017, Board of Direc-
tors meeting, the Board voted to go 
forward with a couple of new titling op-
tions, namely Scent Work and Tricks. 
They also voted to allow Juniors to 
handle in Herding under certain condi-
tions. They also voted to add two new 
classes to Rally, including the Interme-
diate Class, between Novice and Ad-
vanced and to be done ON LEASH (I 
believe this class is sorely needed to 
bridge the enormous gap between 
Novice and Advanced Rally) and the 
Rally Masters (RM) Class for those 
who want something beyond the Excel-
lent Class. The new signs for the new 
classes have not yet been revealed.  

They also voted to establish a new 
Rally Championship (RACH). The 
RACH requires a score of 91 or better 
in the RM class plus 300 points plus 20 
Triple Qs (Qs earned the same day in 
Advanced B, Excellent B, and Masters 
classes). In RM, a score of 91-96 
earns 1 point, a score of 97 earns 2 
points, a score of 98 earns 3 points, a 
score of 99 earns 4 points, and a score 
of 100 earns 5 points. 

Discussion from two different chat 
groups I belong to is just about unani-
mous that the requirements for the 
RACH are too stringent. Many people 
are writing to Pam Manaton, Director of 
Obedience, Rally, and Tracking at 

AKC, pcm@akc.org, to express their 
thoughts politely and to make construc-
tive suggestions on how to make the 
requirements for the RACH more fair. It 
will be interesting to see if AKC re-
sponds to the comments and makes 
changes in line with what competitors 
are saying. 

Other initiatives approved by the Board 
are efforts to promote the participation 
of Juniors (the future of our dog sports) 
in AKC events and streamlining the 
regulations for clubs putting on confor-
mation shows to make the process 
easier. 

I believe AKC is trying to respond to 
the desires of exhibitors and is listen-
ing to the fancy when they submit com-
ments and concerns. I think the time is 
right to express our concerns directly 
to AKC because I do think they are 
paying attention. 

Jill Warren 

AKC is recognizing that Juniors are 
the future of all our dog sports. 

mailto:pcm@akc.org
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor thanks  
Jill Warren, back-up 

editor, 
esthete.es@comcast.
net, and Allie Wimber 

for copying and 
mailing, and Amy 

Montano for posting 
to the Club’s website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes, please refer to the Sandia 
Dog Obedience Club website at http://www.sdocnm.org                                                                
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.  

March Classes 

For a complete list and information about the start dates of the March clas-
ses, please refer to the class calendar at  

http://www.sdocnm.org/calendar-of-events 

To register for a class, download the registration form at http://
www.sdocnm.org/images/FilesForms/
SDOCCombinedClassApplication2017.pdf, fill it out, and send it to the ap-
propriate registrar for that discipline. 

Skills, drills, and run-throughs are drop-in classes. All others require  

registration. 

Sundays in March: 
9 am—Agility Competition 
11:30 am & 12:30 pm—Nose Work 
2 pm—Agility 
2:45 pm—Rally Drill 
Mondays 
5 pm—Agility Masters Handling 
6:15 pm—Intermediate Novice Obedience 
7:30 pm—Basic Novice Obedience 
Tuesdays 
9 am—Obedience Super Drill 
6 pm—Agility Prep and Agility B2 
7:15 pm—Agility Puppy 2 
Wednesdays 
5:30 pm—Agility Advanced Skills 
6:15 pm—Obedience Puppy Kindergarten 
7:15 pm—Independent Obstacle Performance (Agility) 
7:30 pm—Obedience Novice Drill 
Thursdays 
8 am—Agility Handling Skills 
9 am—Obedience Competition Novice Drill 
10:15 am—Obedience Competition Open/Utility Drill 
6 pm—Beginning Agility Skills 
7:30 pm—Agility Beginning 1 
Fridays 
6:15 pm—Agility Competition Drill 
6:30 pm—Obedience Run-Throughs 

Remember!  

Set your 
clocks ahead 
one hour on 

Saturday 
night 3/11 for 

the begin-
ning of  

Daylight  
Savings 

Time. 
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News Notes From the Neighborhood 

 

Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before December 

1 will be credited 

to the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

March Classes Continued from page 2 

Saturdays 
7:30  am—Freestyle Drill 
8:45 am—Agility Intermediate 1 & 2 
9:15 am—Obedience Puppy Kindergarten 
10:30 am—Obedience Basic Novice 
Noon—Beginning Conformation 
1:30 pm—Conformation Drill 
 
From The AKC Board Minutes, Exciting New Titles and 
Other Changes 
AKC Scent Work - A New Sport  The Board VOTED to approve a new 
sport called AKC Scent Work. Scent Work is a sport that mimics the task 
of working detection dogs to locate a scent and communicate to the han-
dler that the scent has been found. This proposal responds to many re-
quests that the American Kennel Club provide such an event. Significant 
research has been done in developing this program and it is believed it 
will meet the needs of many dog owners. Scent Work is a sport in which a 
dog-handler team must locate hidden scents within a defined search ar-
ea. The dog uses their sense of smell to locate the target odor, which 
may be an essential oil or the scent of the handler. Any team who finds 
and calls all hidden odors within the designated time will qualify. Scent 
Work is a pass/fail sport, however placements will be awarded for the first 
through fourth place teams, based on fewest number of faults and then 
on time. Titles are earned when teams reach a certain number of qualify-
ing legs. The event will be open to all breeds and Canine Partners. Dogs 
must be registered/listed with the AKC. Scent Work is a fun and engaging 
activity that taps into the dog’s strongest sense. Clubs may start applying 
to hold AKC Scent Work events on August 1, 2017. Events may be held 
starting October 1, 2017.   

Here is a link to the scent work regulations. http://cdn.akc.org/All_Events/
Regulations.pdf?_ga=1.199456551.845945384.1476238180 We'll order 
the booklets for the club when they are published (not at AKC store yet) . 

New Trick Dog Program The Board VOTED to approve a recommen-
dation to develop an AKC Trick Dog titling program. There will be four lev-
els of titles - Novice, Intermediate, Advanced and Performer Trick Dogs. 
The performance of a dog attempting to earn its Trick Dog title will be cer-
tified by CGC evaluators. In addition, titles earned through the “Do More 
with Your Dog” (DMWYD) Trick Dog organization will be acknowledged 
by the AKC at the request of the owner. The program will launch on May 
1, 2017.   
More news from AKC on page 11. 

http://cdn.akc.org/All_Events/Regulations.pdf?_ga=1.199456551.845945384.1476238180
http://cdn.akc.org/All_Events/Regulations.pdf?_ga=1.199456551.845945384.1476238180


 

To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos 

agilityreg@sdoc

nm.org 

Or 828-9660 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

miscreg@sdocn

m.org 

or 898-2706 

It’s March; the winds blow and the weeds grow.  It is also the month for the AKC 
Agility Nationals.  This year’s Nationals will be in Perry, Georgia, March 24- 26. 
Our best wishes to the New Mexico Teams traveling to Georgia. There are many 
Teams associated with the SDOC including active Instructors.  In fact, long term 
SDOC member Linda Kipp is one of the event Judges.  

The number of New Mexico Teams participating in this highest level of AKC com-
petition is increasing each year. This is indicative of the growth and popularity of 
the agility in New Mexico.  Teams must make a long-term commitment to training 
and participating at the events to qualify to participate at the National. 

Local agility events like our March and September trials are helping to provide the 
competition needs for Teams from New Mexico and surrounding states.  The 
number of agility trials have increased in recent years.  With the increasing num-
ber of events in and near Albuquerque, it has become more of challenge to attract 
competitors.  The equipment, running surface, facility, classes offered, Judges 
and dates factor into a competitor’s consideration when choosing a competitive 
event.   

Our trials are well organized, our equipment is up graded and well maintained, we 
are current with all the new classes.  Consequently, our trials make money which 
goes into club’s general fund.  Our September trials are better attended and con-
tribute more to the club.  A problem with our March Trial in recent years is con-
flicts with the AKC Nationals.  In 2016, the Nationals were in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on 
the very same weekend as our March trial.  The 2015 Nationals in Reno, Nevada, 
and this year’s in Perry, Georgia, are the weekend after our trial.  AKC appears to 
have settled on the dates, which are the same or the week after our trial.  

Another factor affecting our March Trials is the facility, which is covered but open 
air.  It can be cold and windy in March. 

Should we move the March Trial week-
ends to attract more participants?  
Should we search for a new venue? Or 
do we stay with the status quo?  Does it 
hurt to explore options?  

Pat Hester and Gene Tatum,  
Agility Directors 

 

Who is this incognito agility dog? 

Q 

Q 

Q 

 

To register for 

any Tracking 

class, contact: 

Annie Newsted 

trackingreg@sd

ocnm.org 

or 681-8090 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroup

s.com  

Contact 
Rosemary 
Burtch at 
rosybee@ 

earthlink.net 
with questions 

2017 Tracking Tests, Huge Successes 

Tracking Tests 2017 

SDOC held our Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) test on February 5, 2017 in Placitas.   A  
TDX track is 800  to  1000 yards long.  The dog must follow the scent of the tracklayer 
and locate 4 articles left behind by the tracklayer. The track is laid 3 to 5 hours before 
the dog starts the track. There is one article at the start and three along the way that 
the dog must find and the handler pick up.  The track will have obstacles that the dog 
must successfully complete.  These obstacles can be tough terrain (arroyos) lightly 
traveled roads or path crossings, as well as the purposely placed cross tracks.  The 
cross tracks are laid across the track in two locations by two people who lay the cross 
tracks ½ hour after the tracklayer puts in the track.  At the start of the track, the handler 
will see a flag and an article.  There is no indication to the handler and dog which way 
the track goes. 

We had 6 entries to our test and two dogs passed.  Chase, owned and handled by Glo-
ria Napper-Owen, and Doranna Durgin's  Albedo's Song Of Self  BN RA TD AX AXJ 
OF CGC. Our chairman, Lisa Frankland did a super job organizing this wonderful test.  

On February 26, we held our Tracking Dog (TD) test. For this test the track can be 440 
to 500 yards in length and is at least 30 minutes old before the dog starts the track.  
There is a start flag and 30 yards beyond the start is another flag to indicate where the 
track goes for the first 60 yards.  After that, the dog must follow the scent of the track-
layer to the glove at the end.   

This year we had 5 entrants and all 5 passed!!  Great test.  

New TD dogs are:  Pat Sayles and Vinnie; Scotti Romberg and Sebastian; Lynn Wilson 
and Smudge; Laurel Shelton and Seth; and Eve Ross and Michael Masteller and Joy.   
Thanks to our judges Sharon Jolly and Sharon Cellum and our test Chairman Tom 
Redmon. See a photo of the new TDs on p. 6. 

The tracking tests require the help of so many people that it is almost impossible to 
name them all.  Volunteers are: chairman, chief tracklayers, tracklayers, stakers, driv-
ers, judges, hospitality, test secretary, cross tracklayers.   

SDOC is so blessed with a group of dedicated trackers.  This group will go out and train 
together, offering to help each other and problem solve the best way to help the individ-
ual and their dog succeed. They will go out and lay a track for someone and come back 
3 hours later to help the dog and handler complete the track.  This group works togeth-
er to see that all the jobs for the tests are covered, even if that means pulling their dog 
from a test so that the jobs needed for a test are filled.  We have two judges locally, 
Leslie Swisher and Carolee Douglas, who will help the handlers get their dogs certified 
to enter a TD test.   

Tracking is a wonderful sport and if interested, please call Annie Newsted 681-8090 
and we will help you get started.  

Congratulations to Gloria Napper-Owen and Chase, and Doranna Durgin and Tristan 
on their new TDX titles!  
 
Ann Newsted 
Tracking Director 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

The Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

February has fled past taking us into March… and the SDOC Spring Agility Trial will 
be held at the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse Arena  the 17th – the 19th. It is a great 
fun event to watch so even if you are not participating drop by and enjoy watching fel-
low SDOC members and visitors run their dogs. 

The TD was held in Placitas on the 26th Feb and there were 5 entries and 5 passes… 
how’s that for great success for those running their dogs. Thanks to all those who 
gave their time laying tracks and all the other jobs that are a part of putting on the 
event. 

The key exchange will take place at the March meeting and the new membership di-
rectories will be available then also. 

Check the website… there are lots of new classes coming up in agility and obedience. 

Thank you to our training directors, registrars and phone committee for all their efforts. 

The May Trial at the fair grounds will be coming up. If you can spare some time to vol-
unteer to steward around the classes you are showing in, if you are not showing and 
want to help, if you are new and want to learn, please contact Marcie Jensen, the trial 
chair, and Estelle Metz, the chief ring steward. If they ask you for help, please be will-
ing to jump in even for a while. 

Happy St Patrick’s Day to you all…  Enjoy doing things with your dogs.  

 

 

Proud new TD Title holders and Judges: Judge Sharon Ceelum, Pat 
Sayles and Vinnie, Michael Mastellar and Joy, Lynn Wilson and 
Smudge, Scotti Romberg and Sebastien, Laurel Shelton and Seth, and 
Judge Sharon Jolly. 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 

a “CH” or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, please 

include a 

picture of your 

dog! 

Editor’s email is  

elliegreyhound

@yahoo.com. 

Back-up editor’s 

email is 

esthete.es@ 

comcast.net 
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Minutes of the February Membership Meeting 
By  Julie Brozek, Secretary  

In Attendance: 
Officers and Board Members:  Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Amy 
Montano, Treasurer; Julie Brozek, Recording Secretary; Board Members: Stephanie Kouretsos, 
Peggy Chandler, Karen Provine 
 
Directors:  Annie Newsted, Tracking Director ; Pat Hester  and Gene Tatum, Agility Direc-
tors; Deb Tabor, Obedience/Rally/Conformation/Other Director 
 
Absent: Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Michele Lommasson, Board Member  
 
The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 7:01 PM in the training room of 
the SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque.  
 
The minutes of the January 2017 General Meeting were approved as published. Peggy Chandler 
moved, Amy Montano second, motion carried. 
 
Officers’ and Board reports: 
 
President: 
Thank you all for coming tonight!  
The key exchange will take place at the next meeting held on Friday, March 31. People are happy 
with the improvements made on the Agility field. Thanks to all who did the work! 
 
Vice President: 
Membership rosters will be available at the March meeting. 
 
Treasurer:  
January 2017 Profit and Loss was reviewed. 
We have changed accountants. 
 
Corresponding Secretary:  
(read by Betty) We need stewards for the May Obedience trials. Stewards get lunch, free parking, 
and undying gratitude. Let Estelle Metz (head steward) know if you can steward any or all of the 
3 days. 
 
Training Directors’ Reports: 
Tracking: This weekend is the TD. We have 5 entr ies, which is a lot for  a TD in New Mexi-
co. Three of those certified the weekend before closing, so we will keep the TD on this same 
weekend. Tracking is fun to watch because it is the one sport where we let the dog do his own 
thing. Contact Annie Newsted if you would like to watch or help with a tracking test.  
 
Obedience/Rally/Conformation/Other: Fr iday night Obedience Run Throughs star t March 
3. Obedience Novice Drill has started on Wednesday at 7:30 pm. There will be a 4 week Begin-
ner Novice competition class, probably on Saturdays at 4 pm. We are working on getting classes 
going for continuing students: Freestyle, Intro to Nosework, and multiple Rally classes are start-
ing soon. We are looking at what the interest is for a daytime Rally class or other daytime classes.  
 
Agility:  Classes are going well and the field is coming along. There were some issues with 
the field and a security camera will be installed. The key exchange is coming up in March. Be 
sure you have paid your dues if you want a key. New classes are starting soon. Thanks Penni 
Adrian for the Agility graduation certificates! 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 
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Debra Tabor 
Obedience 

Director can be 
reached at   

obediencedir@ 
sdocnm.org 

Or 

294-8596 Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2017 

   

Gene Tatum & 
Pat Hester  

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at: 

agilitydir@ 
sdocnm.org 

Or 

379-7232  

Or 

270-5814 

Brags 

Any venue, any breed 

At her last two AKC Agility trials com-
bined, Clint Wolf’s Golden Retriever, 
Kaia, had 100% Qualifying rates, go-
ing 12 for 12 in Masters Jumpers and 
Masters Standard, and earning 6 Dou-
ble Q’s. 

On February 11th Penni Adrian’s Chase 
Cardigan earned a 5-point all-breed 
herding major to complete his Herding 
Championship/Dual Championship.  His score 
held up for another High in Trial.  He is now 
GCH DC CAN CH C-Myste Baledwr Pursuit of 
Happiness CD RN HXAsM OAP OAP AJP 
MVCX ROMvs TT.  Chase is the 11th Cardi-
gan to earn the HC and the eighth to have a 
DC.  He is the only Cardigan Grand Champi-
on and only Advanced Sheep Master title 
holder to have earned an HC/DC. 
 
Sherry Rogers' 1 year old Rottie Dazzy 

earned all legs of her Be-
ginner Novice and Rally 
Novice titles at the Lub-
bock obedience trials. 
Dazzy had a great time in 
the ring and especially 
enjoyed the recalls! She is now Cannon River Bedazzled BN, RN, 
CGC, HCT. (Thanks to Michele Mauldin for the photo.)  
 
Margitta Arroyo’s Oliver earned  his Therapy Dog Certificate! 
Yeah!  

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Amy Montano 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Julie Brozek 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, 
Stephanie Kouretsos, Michelle Lommas-
son, Karen Provine 

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Deb Tabor 

Agility Directors:  Gene Tatum and Pat 
Hester 

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Amy Montano 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin, 
Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior to 

General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

jbrozek@!

swcp.com 

 or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, or 

download from 

the SDOC web 

site! 

Meeting Minutes, continued from page 7 

Old Business: 
Amy Montano reports that the website update is a work in progress. The person contracted to do 
the work on the website will not invoice us for the second half of the bill until she has made 
some changes to make it better. Email/call Amy if you have comments/suggestions. Feedback is 
welcome! 
 
New Business: 
Len Stans says that he and John Clendenin will need to have some time during the week days to 
do inside maintenance during daylight hours. Expect to see them here on Fridays. 
 
Membership readings: Fir st reading: Sarah Moe, Kristin Legant, Betty Tichich. 
Second reading/voted into membership: Angel Rose, Jan Thomas. Motion to approve by Peggy 
Chandler; second by Lyn Melin, motion carried. 
 
Brags: There were several brags by the membership! 
 
Hospitality: Thank you to Gene Tatum, Pat Hester , Stephanie Kouretsos, Kathy Roman, 
and all others who contributed to hospitality! 
 
Announcements: 
Angel Rose said that the Village People Service Dog Team Support Group has a Service Dog 
Training Guide, a guide for businesses that explains the rights and responsibilities of service 
dogs, and a newsletter. For more information about the group or to get copies of the guides or 
the newsletter, contact Angel at clearskys@comcast.net  and Amy Montano will put the infor-
mation on the SDOC website.  
 
Deb Tabor gave a presentation about the new AKC Farm Dog Certified (FDC) test. Tests will be 
held by the New Mexico Herding Dog Association. Information will be posted about it on the 
SDOC website in the Around the Area section. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.  
 
Julie Brozek 
Recording Secretary 

 
From Lisa Frankland 
2017 SDOC TDX test chairman 
 
Congratulations to Gloria Napper-Owen and Chase, 
and Doranna Durgin and Tristan on their new TDX 
titles! And thank you, thank you, thank you to every-
one who helped out! The saying that there are "no 
small jobs" holds especially true for tracking tests--each and every one of you 
contributed to this test's success. Tracking tests are arguably the most labor in-
tensive of any AKC event to put on. In this case, around 2 dozen volunteers and 
Club members, and 2 judges worked together to put on an event so that 6 dog 
and handler teams could have a chance to earn a title (and hopefully have a 
good time in the process). To all of you, great job! 

mailto:clearskys@comcast.net
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Come Jump and Jive at the SDOC Spring Agility Trial 
Please join us on  March 17, 18, & 19, 2017 for our Spring Agility Trial. Entries closed on Monday, 
March 3, 2017. 
Volunteers are always welcome and needed. To sign up for a job, please go to http://tinyurl.com/
SDOC-March2017 
The event will be held at the Sheriff's Posse Arena, 10308 Second St NW, Albuquerque, NM 
87114.  This is about 1 mile north of the intersection of Alameda and 2nd street on 2nd street. 
Trial Chairperson: Barbara Petersen 
Trial Secretary: Lisa Frankland 
Event Committee: 
Laura Echeverria, Lisa Frankland, Susan Neal, Annie Newsted, Linda Smith 
Judges: Alan Arthur of Leander, Texas; Gregory Beck of Durham, North Carolina 

April Showers Bring May Ribbons (we hope) 

To help you get ready for the May conformation shows, obedience and rally trials, the German 
Shepherd Dog Club is holding a fun match on May 7 at Hoffman Park. Julie Fillinger will be sending 
out fliers when they are ready. 

May Conformation Shows, Obedience and Rally Trials, and Agility Trials 

May 12, SDOC obedience and rally trials, Expo New Mexico, Trial Secretary, Lisa Frankland, lisak-
blue@comcast.net. Closes 4/26. 

May 13 and 14, Rio Grande Kennel Club 
conformation shows and obedience and 
rally trials, Expo New Mexico, Superin-
tendent, Onofrio, www.onofrio.com, 
close 4/26 

May 15 and 16, Coronado Kennel Club 
conformation shows, Expo New Mexico, 
Superintendent Onofrio, close 4/26 

Also check out the events in Farmington 
NM the following week; close 5/3. 

More News Notes 

Addition to last month’s UKC Scent 
Work Trial  list of titles earned 

Mook Sanchez & Bora (Rottie) - PTN, 
PTA & PTM  

Sorry for the inadvertent omission. 

Dee Falk  

Run, Run Run! 
 
This spring Lobo Lure Coursing Club will have it all:  CATs, 
ASFA, and AKC. 
 
March 11 and 12,  we will be hosting four AKC Coursing Abil-
ity Tests (CATs) and two AKC JC/QC test events at the Rio 
Rancho Sports Complex soccer field.    Coordinates:   35°
15'21.9"N 106°39'41.1"W 
  
We will have two weekends of lure coursing in April on the 
Hacienda de Caballo property in Edgewood, NM.  Coordi-
nates:   35°08'32.9"N 106°12'01.1"W  
  
April 1 and 2 will be two ASFA trials plus two JC/QC tests. 
April 22 and 23  will be two AKC trials plus two JC/QC tests. 
  
The premiums for all events are available on-line at: 
http://newmexico-sighthounds.jigsy.com/Events 
 
Hope to see you all at our events this spring. 
Elissa Thompson, Lobo Lure Coursing Club 
505-250-0935     mailto:elissa@swcp.com 
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AKC News Continued 

 
 

Exciting AKC Changes Continued (From AKC Board Minutes) 
 
Herding – Allowing Juniors to Handle a Dog in a Lower Level Class The Board VOTED to 
approve changes to Chapter 4, Sections 1 and 4, of the Herding Regulations, to allow juniors to 
handle a dog in a lower level herding class even if the dog has acquired a qualifying score at a 
higher level. In that case the dog would not be eligible for High in Trial or Reserve High in Trial. 
This change is an effort to promote junior participation in the herding program.  
For more information on changes to the AKC Herding Program, see Board Minutes at  
http://images.akc.org/pdf/board_minutes/0217.pdf . 
 
Rally Program Enhancements—The Board VOTED to create two additional Rally classes – the 
Intermediate class and the Master class. In terms of difficulty, the Intermediate class is between 
the current Novice and Advanced classes. The Master class will be more difficult than the Excel-
lent class. There will be titles associated with these new classes. In addition, a Rally Champion-
ship prefix title (RACH) is recommended for dogs that achieve a given number of triple Qs (qualify 
in the Advanced B, Excellent B, and Master class at the same trial) plus earn a given number of 
points from the Master class. Clubs may start to apply for events with these new classes on Au-
gust 1, 2017 for events held on or after November 1, 2017.  
Rally Intermediate Class. To be eligible for this class dogs must have won the Rally Novice 
(RN) title but have not earned a qualifying score in a Rally Advanced. All dogs are judged on 
leash.   
Rally Intermediate must have between 12 to 17 signs (Start and Finished not included) with a mini-
mum of three and a maximum of seven stationary signs. Intermediate courses will have a mini-
mum of three Advanced level signs. There are no jumps in this class. The letters RI may be added 
after the name of each dog that has been certified by at least two different judges to have received 
qualifying scores in Intermediate class at three licensed or member rally trials. That dog will re-
ceive a Rally Intermediate certificate from 
the AKC.  
Rally Master Class. To be eligible for 
this class a dog must have won the Rally 
Excellent (RE) title. All dogs are judged off 
leash. The Master class must have be-
tween 15 to 20 signs (Start and Finish not 
included) with a minimum of three and a 
maximum of seven stationary signs. Cours-
es will have a minimum of three Advanced 
level signs, three Excellent level signs, four 
Master level signs plus the one required 
jump sign.   
To see the other changes to the Rally Pro-
gram, check the Board Minutes at  
http://images.akc.org/pdf/
board_minutes/0217.pdf . 

Doggie Heaven 
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Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

January 27 

February 24 

March 31 

April 28 

May 26 

June 23 

July 28 (Ice Cream Social) 

August 25 

September 29 (Announcement of 2018 
Slate of Officer & Board) 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
6:30 p.m. 

 January 24 

February 21 

March 28 

April 25 

May 23 

June 27 

July 25 

August 22 

September 26 


