
 
Scents and Nonscents 

January 2016 
 
As I sit here on my couch compiling the newsletter (on strictly a fill-in basis),  I now see 
what Laurel goes through each and every month.  Wow, Laurel, you are wonderful!  
We miss you and will keep you and your sister, Marge, in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
The three winners of the SDOC Annual Awards: from left to right 

Laura Echeverreia, Helen Yarwood Award; John 
Clendenin, Saul Rovinsky Award and Vicki 
Wilson, Sportsmanship Award.  Congratulations!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Stephanie Kouretsos and  
                          Michelle Becknell at the 
                          SDOC Banquet. 
 
 

 
 
 
The next SDOC Board Meeting will be held on 
Jan 26 at 6:30 pm and the next General Meeting 
will be on Jan 29 at 7:00 pm. 
 



The Prez Says 
 

Happy New Year!   
 
It is 2016 already, hard to believe.  First of all I want to thank all the people who served 
in various capacities for SDOC this past year.  Outgoing Officers/members of the Board 
include Terri Brown, Board member, and Suzanne Ratchner, Board member.  I recognize 
the  commitment you took on to serve in these offices.  Last year's Training Directors 
included: Toi Tschohl, Obedience; Peggy Chandler & Barb Peterson, Agility, and Annie 
Newsted, Tracking (returning and new officers/Board members can be found elsewhere 
in this newsletter).  Mark Brownstein served as our Spring Obedience Trial Chair and 
Dora Cressey chaired our Fall Trial – thank you so very much ladies.  Our Agility Trial 
chairs included: Susan Neal, Spring Trial; Melanie Mead, Fall Trial and Linda Smith, 
Novice/Open on-site Trial.  Again, many thanks for jobs well done. 
Our Fun Matches were Chaired by Phyllis Collier (Agility) and Lisa Frankland 
(Obedience)  – the matches were well run and had excellent participation – thank you.  
Thanks also to all of you who took on the many tasks necessary to make our club 
function.  The time and effort  you put in is very much appreciated. 
 
We recently celebrated members achievements in 2015 with our annual Awards Banquet.  
The banquet was very well attended and enjoyed by all.  More than 150 titles were 
recognized in more than a dozen venues .  Every AKC Group was represented, as well as 
4 All-American dogs.  Such success and diversity in our club is great to see.  Thanks to 
Donna Sloan and Allie Wimber for organizing such a tasty and enjoyable event! 
 
My wishes for all of you in the New Year are for success in showing and fun in training 
your dogs!! 
 
Jeff 
 
Jeff Robb and Nanci Olson 
at the SDOC Banquet 
 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club 
General Meeting 
December 18, 2015 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 
Present:   Jeff Robb, President 
                Karen Provine, Vice President 
                Betty Pearson, Treasurer 
                Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary  
                Pam Sehmer, Board member 
                Terri Brown, Board member  
                Suzanne Ratchner, Board member 
                Directors: Peggy Chandler, Agility 
                Barb Peterson, Agility 
                Toi Tschohl, Obedience 
                Annie Newsted, Tracking          
Absent:    Karen Naughton, Recording Secretary 
                Michele Lommasson, Board member 
                 
 
Motion to accept minutes of last month’s general meeting as published in Sense and 
Nonsense: Len Stans, Second: Jane Winkler. Motion carried. 
 
President’s Report:  

1. Packet from ABQ The Magazine was picked up. We made it into the top five. 
We’ll work on first place in the next campaign. 

2. The Annuals Awards Banquet will be held Saturday, January 2, 2016 at Tanoan 
Country Club. See Donna Sloan about possible last minute reservations. 

3. Membership renewals are due. 
4. Jeff Potter’s funeral service on December 15th was well attended by many diverse 

communities. 
5. Laurel Drew will need help with the newsletter as she needs to be with an ill 

family member. 
 

VP Report: 
     1. Please sign in for the gift exchange and door prize. 
     2. Final roster addendum for 2015 is available. 
     3. First readings: Margita Arroyo 
                                Ethan Oesch 
        Guest: Nancy Butler 
              
Treasurer’s Report: 



Treasurer’s report was submitted. 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report: 
     1. The annual election results were posted to AKC on November 21, 2015 
2. The first and second order of Rules and Regulations sold out. If there is demand, a  
    third order will be place. 
3. A Thank you note was sent to Dr. Schlesinger on November 21, 2015. 
4. All paperwork for the Labor Day 2016 Obedience Trials have been submitted and 
    approved.  
5. AKC calculated the fees for the Fall Trials incorrectly. Balance due has been posted. 
6. Barb Mitchell reports she took two bags of toys to the Lomas shelter this month, and   
send flowers to the service for Jeff Potter. 
 
Tracking Directors Report: 
1. Gloria Napper-Owen did an outstanding job chairing the VST.  
2. There was one very nice pass. 
3. Help is needed for the January 10th TD. 

     
Agility Director’s Report:  
1. Judy Anderson is approved to run the Skills drill.  
2. Cindi Bair is approved to be an apprentice in the Skills drill.  
3. Chris Sanks is approved to apprentice to Annie Newsted. 
4. We need to keep the locks closed to the Agility field. 
5. Watch website for class cancellation during bad weather.  

 
Jeff thanks Marco and Kim Banales for another highly successful Black Friday Show n’ 
Go. 
 
New Business: Jeff thanks outgoing Board members Suzanne Ratchner and Terri Brown 
for their service and welcomes Stephanie Kouretsos and Amy Montano.  
 
The door prizes were won by: Pam Sehmer, Estelle Metz, Mark Brownstein, Lynn 
Black. 

 
Brags: 
There were lovely brags by the membership. Congratulations to all. 
 
Jeff thanked all for the many appreciated hospitality contributions. 
 
The next General Meeting will be Friday, January 29, 2016 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM    Submitted by Estelle Metz 



Double Q 
 

The agility community is making plans, upgrading equipment, setting goals, and 
dreaming hopes for agility in the new year. 
2016 classes are beginning at SDOC. 
For most of us the first AKC agility trial of the year happens at the Albuquerque 
fairgrounds on the weekend of January 23, sponsored by The Southwest Agility Team-- 
just a few short weeks away! 
Laziness after all the feasting, weather cold and snowy, classes on hiatus for the 
holidays mean that many of us have not had the opportunity to practice our skills. 
Despite the new schedule there will be missed or canceled classes. 
One doesn’t need good weather nor limber limbs to work on FOUNDATION SKILLS: 
the MOST important part of agility training. The excitement of sending the dog over the 
A Frame, to the Dog Walk, through a tunnel, or practicing some fancy handling on the 
jumps means that foundation skills are often neglected. These skills can be practiced in 
the warm comfort of your living room. 
 
Bond with your dog by rewarding for eye contact when playing the “name game”, teach 
him a new trick, work the “stay” so you can leave him confidently at the start line. 
Practice “calling to hand” so he will focus on you (and not that off course tunnel!). 
“Send” him around various pieces of furniture to work tight turns. Teach him a verbal 
“right and left” cue. If you plan to compete in USDAA, practice your “down” for the 
table obstacle. 
 
Remember to REWARD, REWARD, REWARD and you will be rewarded. 

 
QQ 

 
Another Successful Tracking Test 

 
Sunday morning, Jan 10, dawned bright and cold, for the SDOC 38th Tracking Test in 
Placitas with Judges Wendy McCleery and Jane Jonas.  There were four dogs entered 
with three passing.   
 
On Saturday, the weather warmed a bit and it was a real challenge to get the vehicles out 
of the area.  Sunday, the roads stayed frozen unless until we were done.  Passing the test 
were Rich Cummings and his Belgian Malinois, Teak (Like A Hurricane Lord Lancelot); 
Tom Redmond and his Field Spaniel, Arrowhead Blue Skys; and Gail Sheridan, all the 
way from Cheyenne, Wyoming, and her Beagle, Greystone Trackin' Trouble, Miles.  
Also visiting were Mary and Stu Pasternicki from Flagstaff with their Bernese Mountain 
Dog, Ketsel, to see about getting Ketsel's certification.  Ketsel came through with flying 
colors, getting her certification track in 7 minutes.  



 
It takes a village to put on a tracking event and special thanks go out to Leslie Swisher, 
Chief Track Layer; Lisa Frankland, Track Layer; Suzanne Ratchner and Julie Filinger, 
stakers; Talya Bowland, driver; and Chris Sanks, Hospitality.  Thanks to all who made 
this a great event. 
 
 
• T
he 
Board 
has 
been 
busy 
making 
the 
Club 
the best 
place to 
train 
and 
have 
fun 
with our fur-babies.   
 

 Amendment to the SDOC Training Regs (signed Feb 25, 2009 by President   
Vickee Jones) 

 
      1.  Approved at the October 2015 Board Meeting: 

                           Page 6, Agility Field Practice Use Guidelines, No. 2, 
                           An instructor has up to one hour priority before a scheduled class. 
 
Signed Jeffrey Robb, SDOC President, Dec 15, 2015 (and has been uploaded to the 
SDOC Yahoo Page in the Files Section. 
 



 Crates on SDOC Property 
 
The following is the Club's policy on crates left on SDOC property: 
 

1. All crates left in the training room will be treated as SDOC property and are for 
everyone's use.  These crates may be used by any student or trainer.  Such crates 
are to be considered the property of the Club unless and until removed by the 
original owner.  This policy pertains to both the Training Room and the Agility 
Field. 

2. No crates are to be set up along the south wall past the end of the mat area in the 
Training Room. 

3. Only wire crates may be stacked. 
4. Dogs that lunge while in a crate must be corrected by the owner, or the owner will 

be asked to remove them from the crate and keep them in a location where they 
will not be perceived as a danger to other dogs or people. 

5. Crate doors are to be kept closed at all times as they can become a hazard to both 
people and dogs. 

6. The Club will not provide crate mats.  If you plan on using one of the Club's 
crates, you may bring your own mat. 

7. If a dog soils a crate in any way, it is to be cleaned and disinfected immediately by 
the owner of the dog. 

 
A picture from the Christmas Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Did you see Santa Paws?” 



Pictures from the SDOC Annual Banquet 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More Pictures from the Banquet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wait a minute, 
Where's Maggie Gee? 
 
She's behind the camera taking the pictures. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
              Jump for Joy! 
 


