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 This fall I do not have all the results from 
our fall trials.  I was out of town and have 
not yet received them.  I do know that a 
number of our members finished titles, and 
that the show was very successful in en-
tries and in general ambience.   

I do know that Evi Fox took High-
Combined trophy on Saturday and Sunday 
while Sandra Davis took High in Trial on 
Saturday and Sunday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, Sandra Davis managed to cor-
ral both the High Combined and High in 
Trial ribbons and accompanying trophies!  
The way that Sandra keeps collecting our 
trophies, we may have to start charging her 
extra.  Hee hee hee! 

One very special thank you that I want to 
send out is to Maggie Gee.  For the last 
several trials she has been kind enough to 
take lots of pictures at our trials, and some-
times at other events.  I am so very grateful 
for her help, especially this time since I 
was in Kansas, and it’s hard to get a photo 
taken from there.  All but one of the photos 
in this issue were taken by Maggie, and I 
think the Club owes her a great big thank 
you! 

Another little newsletter note—Lisa Frank-
land will have to give up assisting with the 
newsletter, and the position of final proof-
reader is open.  What is needed is someone 
with a good command of English to read 
the newsletter as soon as it is finished and 
send me a list of corrections that I need to 
make before it goes out.  It’s also possible 
that you might be asked to write an occa-
sional article.  There are times when I have 
complete writer’s block and need someone 
to lend me some ideas or, if I’m swamped 
with other work, to actually write the arti-
cle.  While I’d like to be a miracle worker 
and write all the copy other than reports 
and voluntary articles, I’m not.  Help is 
always welcomed!  Ok, go enjoy the rest of 
the newsletter!!  I hope I got all the brags 
in.  I did get in all those that I received 
(and a couple not directly received). 

 

 

Evie Fox, 
High Com-
bined Sat/
Sun. 

Sandra Davis, 
High in Trial 
Sat/Sun. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

 

Agility Match Super Successful 
By Phyllis Collier 

This year’s agility fun match was the busiest ever!  We actually “sold 
out” with all time slots full a week before the event.  Unfortunately, some 
folks had to be turned away, but we were able to add a few folks in as 
people canceled or did not show up.  It all could not have happened with-
out the held of a great, hardworking team.  Many thanks to Linda Kipp 
(course designer), Leeann Miller (course builder), Suzanne Ratchner 
(hospitality), Alan Borken who came to help unload and set up, Karen 
andMike Provine (equipment movers, unloaders, and any other job that 
needed doing), Karen Green, Gayle and Ray Elliott, Barb Petersen, 
Chuck and Peggy Chandler.  Many others pitched in to help keep rungs 
running smoothly and on time.  I hope everyone had a good time. 

          Many thanks to all of you! 
 

Utility B placers on Monday 
Sept 7:  Sandra Davis, Hallie 
Ray, Evi Fox and Lisa Frank-
land.  Congratulations! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Estelle Metz reports that SDOC made the top five in the category of top obedience schools/training 
for Albuquerque, the Magazine.  Now we have a long wait until the end of November to find out 
exactly where we placed.   

 

The nosework training staff presented three very successful demonstrations and evaluations the last 
weekend in August.  We filled several classes and added a daytime, weekday class. Our schedule should 
soon be posted to the SDOC website (sdocnm.org) with a description of the classes along with the times 
and dates.  The first classes begin on Saturday, September 12.  If you haven't already signed up, call Lyn 
Melin (505-857-0012) or e-mail her at cnspotz10 

 

I want to thank everyone who contributed to making this year’s practice match a success.  Obedience 
judges David Ray, Dee Falk, and Marcie Jensen, and rally judge Jane Winkler ran their very large clas-
ses in a friendly and professional manner.  Marco and Kim Banales did a fantastic job with a large 
breed turnout, while our CGC evaluators Betty Pearson and Estelle and Danny Metz saw a record num-
ber of dog and owner teams taking the CGC and the new Community CGC (CGCA) tests.  I saw so many 
people smiling and enjoying the opportunity to practice and have fun with their dogs! 
 
Maggie Gee was there from start to finish—picking up the rental truck Saturday afternoon, loading and 
unloading equipment, and providing sandwiches and drinks for all the workers on Sunday, all while 
showing her own dogs.  And thank you too to the many people who helped by stewarding and/or with 
setting up/breaking down, among them Jeff Robb, Jerry and Donna Faulkner, Sherry Rogers, Jeanne 
Gill, Barbara Mitchell, Terry Cremers, Janice Anthes, Leone Wilson, Talya Bowland, Meghan Frank-
land, Terry Acre, Alan Borken, and John Clendenin.  Even with all those free entries for volunteers and 
juniors, the Club still took in over $700! 
 
Forget a village—it takes a small army to put on a match like SDOC’s, and all of you rose to the chal-
lenge.  THANK YOU!!@q.com      Lisa Frankland, Match Chair 

 

Many thanks go to the great folks, and were there ever a bunch of them, who worked moving 
jumps, dragging the field, cleaning the shed, building 40 new jumps and finally resetting the agilty 
practice course on August 30.  Stephanie Kouretsos, Bob Gardner, Karen and Mike Provine, 
Gayle Elliott, Chuck Chandler, and new members, Judy (don’t her her last name) and Bilko’s new 
humans, Karen and her husband, and last and FAR from least, Susan McGowen and her crew 
ofUNM students.  The field is looking great which is terrific since it will see heavy use in the next 
couple months. 

 

Bonnie is no longer collecting comics for the Blue Star Mothers so please don’t bring any more to the 
Club.  Thank you for all the great support!  REMEMBER though that we are still collecting toys for the 
homeless pets at the Albuquerque dog pound.  They are dogs that really need some cheering up!  Just 
bring in new or clean lightly used toys and leave them in the marked can in the foyer.  BTW, I know dog 
pound is politically incorrect, but at 10 p.m., just finishing the newsletter, my mind has gone blank! 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Photos From SDOC September Trials 

 
Preferred Novice Quali-
fiers on Monday:  Gin-
ger Brayman and Ann 
Callahan 

Christie Stern and 
Golden Beckett 
earning Rally Excel-
lent title. 

Barb Mitchell and Fag’n, 
Golden, taking HS Golden 
Retriever on Sunday 

Rally Novice B Placings:  
Jane Winkler, Dede 
Brownstein, Ellen Rowe, 
Toi Tschohl 

Dede Browstein and Elke earned 
Rally Novice title. 

Bettie Pearson taking 1st place and 
only qualifier in Rally Novice A on 
Monday, Sept. 7 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

August General Meeting Minutes 
By  Estelle Metz. Substitute Corresponding Secretary 

August 28, 2015 

Meeting was called to order @ 7:00 PM. 

Present:  Jeff Robb, President, Betty Pearson, Treasurer ; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; 
Suzanne Ratchner, Board Member; Pam Sehmer, Board Member 

Directors: Barbara Peterson, Agility; Toi Tschohl, Obedience 

Absent: Karen Naughton, Recording Secretary; Karen Provine, Vice President; Ter r i Brown, 
Board Member; Michele Lommasson, Board Member; Peggy Chandler, Agility Director; Annie New-
stead, Tracking Director 

 

The new Nosework program was introduced by Rosemary Burtch and demo-ed by the team of instruc-
tors. 

               

A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting as published in Sense and Nonsense by Barb Peterson, 
Second: Donna Sloan. Motion carried. 

Presidents Report:  

Nominating Committee to meet. Betty Pearson will chair the committee. 

Break-in update. Discussion of new locks and deadbolts. 

Thank you to Maggie Gee for arranging the distribution of the new keys. 

There will be a new gate between the potty yards for emergency evacuation purposes. 

The exterior grounds have been cleaned up. Many to Peggy Chandler and the team of workers. 

Weekend Fun Matches will begin at 8:00AM 

The membership is informed any writing on the training site walls is inappropriate. Posting of signs 
will go through the board or training director. 

Instructors are asked not to handle the Nosework boxes when setting up classes until a permanent 
storage area is set up. 

Thank you to Suzanne Ratchner for assembling the new first aid kits. One will be in the kitchen, 
the second one will be in the Agility bathroom. Each door will have a first aid decal. 

The hospitality reimbursement protocol is effective October 1, 2015. Except for special evens all 
contributions of food are donations. Cost of plates, flatware, ice, and soft drinks can be reim-
bursed if requested.  

Vice-President’s Report (Toi Tschohl for  Karen Provine):  

Second membership addendum is available. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: A repor t was read. 

 

                                                                                                             Contin- ued on page 7 

 

Corresponding Secretary:  A thank you was sent to Aztec Animal Clinic with appreciation for  
their many referrals.  A personal thank you to Karen Provine for graciously proofing July’s minutes. 

The judges for SDOC’s Fall Obedience and Rally trials 2016 have been sent contracts. 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

The Prez Sez 
By Jeff Robb 

We are in the middle of our Fall Show Season – the Agility and Obedience/Rally Fun Matches are done as 
is the Labor Day Obedience Trial.  We still have our Fall Agility later this month and the Novice/Open 
Agility Trial in October to go.  Congratulations to those who earned legs or finished titles!  Everyone seemd 
to be having a good time at the Obedience/Rally Trials, qualifying or not.  I want to wish clean runs a good 
time to all entering the upcoming Agility Trials. 

 

I want to thank Lisa Frankland for Chairing the Obedience Fun Match.  It went very well, with opportunities 
to practice our dogs at the actual site where the Obedience and Rally Trials were to be held and in the same 
rings as the Trial the following week.  There was CGC testing offered as well as a Conformation Show and 
Go  - thanks to Estelle and Danny Metz and Betty Pearson for doing the CGC/CGC-A and thanks to Kim 
and Marco Banales for running the Conformation ring.  We had a record number of dogs go through the 
CGC/CGC-A and had 54 dogs in the Conformation ring!!.  Many thanks also to Phyllis Collier for Chairing 
the Agility Fun Match.  There were lots of people there, and it was well organized, with lots of folks help-
ing. As always, it took a small arm of volunteers to put on these Fun Matches, and you folks stepped up to 
help out – thank you. 

 

Thanks are also due to Dora Cressey for Chairing our 3 day Labor Day Obedience/Rally Trial.  Dora contin-
ues to do a great job with this demanding task. The efforts of all of you who volunteered to steward, help set 
up, hospitality, tear down, etc, etc. made this come off really well.   A special shout out to those who 
showed up to help set up on Friday afternoon: Maggie Gee, John Clendenin and  Sheila Feeney– thank you, 
thank you. We had help from a few exhibitors from El Paso as well – thanks to Sandra Davis and friends.  
More folks showed up and helped out as we started to set up ring gates. Monday after it was all over, Terry 
Acre, John Clendenin, James & Maggie Gee, Ken Brown, Dora Cressey and Tom Redmon stuck around to 
pack everything up and put it all away at the club. The people in and around this club are truly amazing.  
The trials went very well, I heard compliments from many exhibitors.  The judges were effusive in their 
praise of our stewards, you folks make our club look very good – thank you.  All of you who worked the 
many different tasks make us proud of the quality and hospitality of our trials – many thanks to all of you. 

 

On a different note, the Board asks that no one write on the walls of  any of the rooms.  Also, the Board  
reiterated that hospitality for the monthly meetings was originally set up as a pot luck affair. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring whatever you like, but reimbursement shall be for cold drinks, ice, plates and plastic 
ware (forks, spoons...) only. 

 

 In case no hadn't heard, the club was broken into last month.  
Approximately $180.00 was stolen, and no serious damage 
done.  We got lucky I guess.  We got good video of the 2 fe-
male thieves.   

Julie Brodbeck and her Rottie 
finishing their Rally Excellent 
title on Monday, Sept. 7 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Obedience Director:  

All new and ongoing classes and drills are on schedule. 

 

Agility Director: 

Discussion of upcoming trials and dates. 

Workers are needed for workday Sunday 9:00AM 

An increase in price for ALL drills from $7.00 to $10.00 effective October 1, 2015. Current punch 
cards will be honored. 

 

Old Business:  

Hospitality help appreciated and stewards are need for Obedience and Rally trials September 5, 6, 7, 2015. 

 

New Business: 

All new Nosework class will offer demos. 

Penni Adrian: Los Lunas trials in October will have two Obedience and Rally Trials on Friday.  
Total of four trials will be offered for the three days with generous prizes. There will be 
Nose Work demos, seminars and CGC. 

The proposed SDOC crate policy will be sent to all members for additions and corrections. 

Re: vaccines. The 2009 Rules and Regulations have been reaffirmed. 

 

Membership readings, (Toi Tschohl for  Karen Provine): 

Three 1nd readings: Chris Sanks 

                                Cindi Bair 

                                Jessie Salk 

 

There were lovely membership brags. 

Thank you to Clint Wolf for coordinating hospitality. 
Next meeting will be Friday, September 25, 2015. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:46 PM. 

Jeanne Gill and Airedale shown 
taking 1st place in Beginning Nov-
ice B on Monday, Sept 7.  
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others, 2015   
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Karen Naughton 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer,  
Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, Su-
zanne Ratchner 
 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Toi Tschohl 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 
Tracking Director:   
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland and 
Allie Wimber  
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
Maintaince Progjects:  John Clendenin 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Susan McGowan and her BC, Jedi, earned their MACH at the Amarillo agility trial in August!! 

 Chris Martin and Tag, Irish Setter, earned their CD, finishing in 
Amarillo this weekend. 

 Barb Mitchell and Fag’n, Golden, earned leg 9 on their UDX in 
Amarillo this weekend.  Leg 8 happened at our trials and included 
an HS Golden trophy too. 

 Dede Brownstein and Elke, Rottweiler, earned a point toward their 
OTCH at the Amarillo trials 

 Sherry Rogers and Emmy the Rottweiler earned their RA in rally 
with placements all three days of our trial. 

 Hallie Ray and Sheltie, Zia, debuted in Utility at our trials and earned 2 legs with placements of 1st 
and 2nd in Utility B. 

  Beverly Babik and her All American, earned their Novice B title on Monday, Sept 7.  See photo on 
page 11. 

 Christie Stern and Golden, Beckett, earned their Rally Excellent title.  Photo page 4. 

 Donna and Jerry Faulkner’s Papillon, Qwik, got WD  on both Friday and Sunday in Amarillo  and 
was Best of Winners on Sunday. 

 Terryl Anderson and her new poodle  qualified at our trial on Sunday with a first place!  Terrific, 
Terry!!! 

 Bettie Pearson and her Irish Wolfhound earned a Novice Rally leg.  Great work for a Wolfie! 

I apologize for the lack of names on so many dogs here, but I forgot several, and lacking a catalog could 
not find them.  The Ed.. 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
kknaughton@g

mail.com 

 or at any 
General 

Membership 
meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

 

This is a dynamic, fun and interesting sport.  As crew you’ll be a critical part of the team that 
keeps this event running smoothly, and you’ll have an opportunity to see the runs close up.  
Remember always, however, that your first responsibility is to the competitors, their dogs, 
and the duties assigned to you.  Just as you avoid distracting the competing dogs by your 
actions, try not to become distracted yourself by the action unfolding before you.  It’s very easy 
to do, believe me!   
 A crucial aspect of our role as ring crew is invisibility.  We must, at all costs, avoid being a 
distraction of any sort for the dogs competing in the ring.  Dogs are extremely alert to mo-
tion, not only in their direct line of sight, but also within their peripheral vision.  If you are any-
where other than directly behind a dog in the ring, do not move!    
Become familiar with the course layout and flow for the course you’re working.  Look at the 
course map (posted below the trial secretary’s station), and watch the competitors walk the 
course to get an idea where the dogs will be relative to your station inside the ring.  You may 
not walk the course yourself.  Remember, too, no refreshments inside the ring, not even 
water. 
LEASH RUNNERS: 

You will be positioned next to the entrance, inside the ring, a few feet behind the dog and 
handler.  Unless the competitor hands you the lead (don’t count on that!) do not pick up the 
leash until the dog has entered the course and is moving away from you.  Some dogs 
are very possessive of their leads and premature handling of the lead by the crew could inter-
fere with the dog’s run.   
 Once the dog has begun its run, make sure that the dog in the ring is moving away 
from you, not lateral to your path, for instance.  If the dog can see you, either directly or 
through its peripheral vision, become a statue until the dog has turned away from you and is 
moving further away.  Then proceed with the lead to the leash drop at the exit side of the 
course. 
SCRIBE RUNNERS:  You’ll be positioned outside the ring, behind the scribe table.  The 
scribe will hand the score sheets to you as each is completed, but you may be asked to hold a 
predetermined number at a time.  You’ll be advised how many sheets to accumulate.  Keep 
those sheets in the order received!  Then, take the sheets immediately to the trial secre-
tary.  
BAR SETTERS: 

Each class is divided into groups according to jump height.  The order will be either Small to 
Tall or vice versa, as determined for each day by the judge.   Bar setters will set bars for each 
group accordingly, and will reset knocked bars as needed (see below).  Height changes will be 
announced by the Gate Steward, both prior to the last dog running in a height category and 
before the first dog at the new height.  
Examples of each jump type are shown on the following page, along with the good and not- 
                                                                                              Continued on page 10 

Agility Ring Crew Tips 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

By the time you read this, the Agility community will be deep into trial season.  The Weimaraner Fall Trial should be over, with lots 
of Qs and Clean Runs for all.  The SDOC Agility Trial follows the very next weekend, September 18, 19 and 20, at the Sheriff's Pos-
se on north Second Street, north of Alameda. 
 
If you are new to the sport of Agility, this is the perfect place to come watch and yes, even volunteer.  Peggy and Laura are the Chief 
Ring Stewards and they could use your help.  There is no better place to watch the dogs run than inside the ring. 
 
Close on its heels, is our own Open/Novice Trial at the SDOC building.  This is a great place to start your Agility experience as there 
are NO Excellent dogs competing.  Low key, good people, and a nice judge, what more could you ask for? 
 
If anyone ever needs help filling out an entry, don't hesitate to ask one of your instructors or e-mail one of the agility directors at 
agilitydirector@sdocnm.org 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Susan McGowen and her BC, Jedi.  They earned their MACH at the Amarillo Trial in August. 
 
JUMP FOR JOY! 
 
Barbara Petersen and Peggy Chandler 
SDOC AgilityCo-Directors 

Continued from page 9 
so-good ways of placing stanchions and bars.  It is very important to be consistently correct in your bar place-
ments and to be certain that you leave a jump in a stable condition.  Our competitors depend on you! 
 During a run: 
 It is generally best to wait until the dog has finished its run before you move to replace downed 
bars.  Sometimes the judge may say that you may reset downed bars during the run, but always wait until the dog is 
moving away from you and will not be turning to approach you again.  Remember that need for invisibility! 
 While you are seated, it’s a good idea to keep your hands out of view and avoid making eye contact.  When the 
dog begins to move in your direction during the run, slowly turn your face away and avert your eyes until he has 
begun to move away from you again.  Don’t move otherwise when you’re in his field of vision.  Some dogs may 
be distracted by eye contact, and some even may try to “visit” with you.  Do not acknowledge the dog should this hap-
pen.  Turn away and ignore the attempted interaction, keeping your arms folded and hands out of reach. 
 
You are very important to our competitors and their dogs.  Thank you and have fun! 
 
                                                                                                                Margaret Freeman, veteran ring crew      
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Yippee!! 

More Pix From the SDOC Trials! 

Donna Crary-Johnson and her Aussie 
winning HS Miniature Australian 
Shepherd in Trial on Sunday, Sept 6 

Beverly Babik and her buddy earn-
ing their Novice B title at our Fall 
Trials. 

Lisa Frankland with her Papillon Blast 
and Kerry Blue Terrier, Remi.  Our Faith-
ful Trial Chairman. 

Terry Anderson took 1st 
place in Open A on Monday, 
Sept. 7 

Sunday Novice B placers, 
left to right:  Donna Crary
-Johnson, Beverly Babik, 
Jeff Robb and Ann Shope.  
Congratulations! 



Page 12 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
February 27 
March 27 
April 24 
May 30 
June 26 
July 31 
August 28 
September 25 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

February 24 
March 24 
April 21 
May 27 
June 23   (Ice Cream Social) 
July 28 
August 25 
September 22 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


