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Inside this issue: 

 Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hannu-
ka, Kwanzaa, or just plain winter, you may 
want to think about getting gifts that are not 
just fun, but are appropriate to the dog’s age 
bracket. An 11 year old dog may not enjoy 
those squeaky toys that an 11 month old dog 
likes.  A middle aged dog may actually en-
joy a new collar and leash, particularly if it 
comes with an immediate walk/hike to try it 
out.   

A puppy will enjoy almost any toy so  think 
of ones appropriate to its breed that are 
tough enough to stand up to puppy chewing 
and rough housing.  If you have a litter, 
consider one of those toys with multiple 
legs or toss out a whole pile of toys for mul-
tiple choices.  Remember, it’s the Holidays! 

An older dog may have an entirely different 
take on what’s a good gift.  Doggy treats-of 
course!  Just consider softer ones for aging 
teeth and jaws.  But!  Consider an extra soft 
new bed for those arthritic bones.  Also, a 
warm new coat, maybe a fancy one, or 
sweater, if they’ll wear one.  My shortest 
haired dog will rip any kind of covering off 
and then sit and shiver!  Frustrating.  You 
might even want to get a warming pad to 
put under a layer (for protection) on their 
bed.  Those pads for puppies often work 
quite well.  Hmmm, sounds like another 
possible gift for a puppy!   

The dog in training may appreciate a new 
jump to take the place of that rickety one, or 
just a new jump!  Of course there are al-
ways those updated items of training equip-
ment, but those don’t really sound like gifts.  
Kind of like buying that underwear or items 
of clothing for the human pups.  Necessary 
but not very festive!  They rank with that 
new collar or leash—the trainer might be 
pleased, but the dog—not so much.   

Cheap but truly appreciated gifts:  a long 
walk or run on the mesa or along a trail in 

the forest; a significant time period spent 
JUST with that dog with lots of running or 
fetching or whatever your pooch likes best; 
a good massage and grooming (not the time 
for toenails tho; not a very thoughtful gift—
kind of along the line of that underwear 
mentioned earlier); a good snuggle with the 
older dog, etc.   

There are all kinds of little things that you  
can do for that hound that would be special 
to that particular dog.  One of mine would 
be thrilled if I were to sit there and rub his 
ears until he was tired of it, maybe in about 
an hour or so!  Similar activities would be 
popular with almost any dog.  Just our love 
and some special attention, especially if you 
are like most folks and work much of the 
time, would be thrilling to our hounds. 

Another idea to consider would be to hide 
really super treats (in a bowl if necessary) 
around the house for them to discover.  You 
might want to put a time limit on this, but if 
there is only one pooch in your household, 
you could leave them for him/her to find 
over several days.  That would certainly 
extend their holiday gifts. 

Of course, you could always go for the 
“ugly sweater” idea.  Why not put on your 
‘ugly sweat’ and his as well and go out  for 
a holiday walk or even the dog park to show 
off your holiday togs.  If you are a seam-
stress, you could even  make one for your 
dog yourself.   

One more hint.  If you are a bit short on 
cash, hit the local recycle sales, yard sales, 
second hand stores, flea markets, etc.  If it’s 
new to your dog, then it’s perfectly suitable 
and a lot cheaper.  eBay also has a whole 
section of items for sale for dogs.  Check it 
out, and see what the various dog rescue 
groups have available.  You’ll be helping 
out homeless dogs as well and celebrating 
with your own dog.  Heck, I’m talking to 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

 
Photos From Nov./Interm. Trial at SDOC 

 

Yippee!! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

OOOPS!  Your editor inadvertently misnamed the person in the photo on page 1 of your October is-
sue.  The person pictured is Pat Hester a member of SDOC who was performing Forever Young acapella 
for the Victory Lap at our recent agility trial.  Sorry! 

 

I am a veterinary student at Washington State University and am conducting research on cra-
nial cruciate ligament (CCL, the dog’s equivalent of a human ACL) injuries in agility dogs.  I am 
writing to request your club’s help recruiting additional cases for this project.  

The project is designed to 1) identify potential risk factors for CLL injuries, 2) evaluate the like-
lihood of a dog returning to full function after a CCL injury, and 3) analyze factors that may 
influence the rate or quality of the dog’s return to full function.   
  
Part of this research involves a questionnaire to be completed by agility dog owners.   We 
would greatly appreciate it if you could distribute this information and survey link to your club 
members and connections through any channels you deem appropriate (Facebook, email lists, 
club newsletters, etc.) to help us with recruitment: 
https://wsu.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eV54enkt8FWOACx 
  
A large sample of dogs is essential for the project.  Any agility dog born after 1995 who ever 
suffered a CCL injury is eligible to participate, regardless of how the injury occurred or whether 
the dog returned to agility after recovery.  Dogs will not be examined if they participate; the 
only data collected will be from owners (through this survey), the attending veterinarians 
(regarding treatment of the injury only), and public data from agility organizations. 
 
We believe this research project is very important and need the support of agility venues, 
clubs, and competitors for it to succeed.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at kmartucci@vetmed.wsu.edu 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katherine Martucci 
DVM Candidate, Class of 2017 
 
Estelle Metz has ordered copies of the new AKC Obedience and Rally rules for club members.  I 
believe that they will cost $10.  She will order more copies as needed.  Let her know if you 
want to purchase one. 
 
A friend of mine wants to let folks know that obedience commands can be quite helpful in the 
conformation ring as well.  She taught her rambunctious youngster a “wait” command, and as 
soon as she hits a free stack properly rewards her.  She has developed a lovely free stack! 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact:   
Stephanie 
Koretsos at  

bixbyb@aol.com 

Or 828-9661 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Continued from page  5 

Training Director’s Reports:  

Obedience Director Toi Tschohl: 

All drills have ended for 2015.  Pam Sehmer will be offering a jumping and retrieving class in 2016. 

Agility Directors Barb Petersen and Peggy Chandler: 

Peggy reports a fun match is under consideration to be held after the Novice/Open trial next year. 

New Business:  

Elections: Jeff reports there was a vacancy for treasurer. Toi Tschohl nominated Amy Montano, Second: 
Barb Petersen. All in favor, motion carried. Motion to close nominations by Len Stans, second by Dee 
Wright. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Membership reading: 

Karen Provine introduced three for a first reading: 

Kanilehua Claus 

Cathy Hyatt 

Carol Franks 

One new member for a second reading: 

           Jessie Salk 

Motion to accept made by Peggy Chandler, second by Jerry Faulkner. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Brags: 

There were lovely brags by the membership. Congratulations to all. 

Thank you to everyone for the appreciated hospitality contributions. 

The next General Meeting will be Friday November 20, 2015. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM 

 

 

experienced folks here so might even want to adopt a new dog, although I suggest doing this just 
AFTER the holidays.  The new kid on the block doesn’t need all that chaos when it first gets 
home.  You might even want to try out some of those ideas for games that I mentioned in the 
book reviews found elsewhere in this issue.   

Just remember, the very best gift you can give your dog at any age is you!  Your attention, love, 
and care are gifts that they relish most of all. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF YOU, YOUR FAMILIES AND YOUR FURRY FRIENDS! 

 

 

 

 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

October General Meeting Minutes 
By Estelle Metz  

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 

Present:   Jeff Robb, President Karen Provine, Vice President;  Betty Pearson, Treasurer; 

                Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Suzanne Ratchner, Board member 

                Directors: 

                Peggy Chandler, Agility; Barb Peterson, Agility; Toi Tschohl, Obedience 

Absent:   Pam Sehmer, Board member; Terri Brown, Board member; Karen Naughton, Recording Sec-
retary; Michele Lommasson, Board member; Annie Newsted, Tracking director    

 

Motion to accept minutes of last month’s general meeting as published in Sense and Nonsense: Len 
Stans, Second: Lisa Berry. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

President’s Report:  

Thank you to all who helped with the Novice/Open Agility Trial. Special thanks to Linda Smith for 
chairing the event. 

The training regulations are now posted on the Yahoo list. Jeff reports Vickee Jones found an elec-
tronic copy. Peggy Chandler created PDF copy of the Rules and Regulations. . 

The Annual Awards Banquet will be held Saturday, January 2, 2016 at Tanoan Country Club. Cut-
off date for reservations will be December 11, 2015 

The title and plaque forms are available in the lobby. Please get them to Maggie Gee in a timely 
manner. 

The contract for Laura Romanick for the Obedience seminar on July 30-31, 2016 

has been mailed. 

Vice-President:  

Karen asked all members and guests please sign in to be eligible for the door prize. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

       1. Treasurer’s report was submitted. 

       2. Insurance for Officers and Board members has been paid 

 Corresponding Secretary’s Report:  

AKC has approved the judge’s panel and TD event on January 10, 2016. 

AKC has received and processed the results of the Agility events held September 18, 19, 20, 2015. 

An initial order of the new regulations for Obedience, Rally, and Tracking was requested October 
22, 2015. Additional copies will be ordered as needed.  

AKC has requested that they be notified of all current contact information for of                                                                              
for Officers and Board members following the November election. 

 The Scottish Deerhound Club requests they combine the Obedience and Rally events at their Spe-
cialty 2017 with SDOC and RGKC events. They will supply the trophies needed. 

                                                                                                Continued on page 4 
Training Director’s Reports:  
Obedience Director Toi Tschohl: 



Page 6 Scents & Nonscents 

To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

The Prez Sez 
By Jeff Robb 

October was a busy month for our members.  There were the Valencia Valley KC Obedience, Rally 
and Conformation shows in Los Lunas and the SDOC Novice/Open Agility Trial at our site.  Linda 
Smith served as Trial Chair or the Agility Trial – many thanks, Linda.  Linda told me about some 
ideas she has for next year's Trial (including a fun match) which should make it even better yet. 
While I was at the trial, I saw and heard folks from out of town, out of state and from other train-
ing facilities pay SDOC many compliments.   It has proven very popular and may inspire some out
-of-state visitors to do the same. 
The October meeting was our annual Halloween Party – dogs in costume and games!  The cos-
tumes were the best in many years, including some very elaborate ones.  We all had a great time 
with the games, the Hot Dog Race providing lots of laughs as usual.  Cathy & I want to thank all 
of the folks who brought so many tasty goodies. A good time was had by all.  Also, several of you 
stayed around at the end to help clean up – many, many thanks, your help was very much appre-
ciated! 
Don't forget to get your Title bars/Plaque order forms in, as well as your reservations for our an-
nual Awards Banquet (January 2, at Tanoan Country Club).  And most importantly, complete your 
membership renewal and get it (and dues) in before the end of the year! 
Don't forget the election is this month (Nov) – please come and vote! 
As we approach the holiday season it is a time for thankfulness and celebration.  I am finishing up 
my second year as your president and have so many people to thank for making this a good year 
for SDOC.  Those of you who served on the Board (Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, Suzanne 
Ratchner and Pam Sehmer)or as Officers (Karen Provine -VP, Betty Pearson- Treasurer, Estelle 
Metz – Corresponding Sec'y and Karen Naughton – Recording Sec'y) worked hard for the club.  
The Training Directors (Toi Tschohl – Obedience; Barb Peterson & Peggy Chandler – Agility, along 
with Anne Newsted of Tracking) did great job!  There are those who took on our major events, 
making them all successful – Obedience Trials (Spring – Mark Brownstein, Fall – Dora Cressy); 
Agility Trials (Spring – Susan Neal, Fall – Melanie Mead, Novice/Open – Linda Smith);  Fun Match-
es (Agility – Phyllis Collier, Obedience – Lisa Frankland)  a great deal of effort was required and 
much appreciated.  All of you who served on phone committees, as registrars and on the training 
staff helped generate the funds for all of our activities -  we could not survive without you. And 
there are those who agreed to accept the many and varied jobs we need to exist – from Len 
Stans (bdlg & Grounds Maintenance), to Laurel Drew and Lisa Frankland (Newsletter) to Clint Wolf 
(our web master), Barb Mitchell (Hearts & Flowers), and Donna Sloan (Banquet & Librarian) and 
all of you who pitched in whenever something was needed.  We have a remarkable group of folks 
in this club, and it has made me proud to be able to say I have been your President this year. 
 
 

HAPPY HOLI-
DAYS! 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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 Some Good Reads 
By Laurel Drew  

There should be some new books in the SDOC Library before long.  I swiped four to re-
view before they are cataloged as they seemed particularly interesting.   

The book, 50 Simple Ways to Pamper Y our Dog, by Arden Moore, is similar to the sec-
ond book, 97 Ways To Make Y our Dog Smile, by Jenny Langbehn.    Both of these books 
give suggestions on ways to have fun with your dogs, to give them things to do that are 
fun, even if they make You look silly.   

For instance, in the second book, it suggests using a rubber band, spoon, or slingshot to 
flick pieces of kibble across the room or the lawn and letting your dog chase after and find 
them.  Instant reward!  Another is ‘Lazy Man’s Tetherball’.  Tie a balloon to a long string 
that hangs just out of reach of your dog, tie it to the ceiling fan and turn the fan on low 
speed.  The dog will probably have a great time chansing the balloon around and around.  
Some of the ideas are not so new to long time dog owners, but there are ones in there that 
I haven’t thought of.   

In the first book, 50 Ways to Pamper Y our Dog, ways to improve your dogs food and to 
make it less boring while still being healthy are given.  Hints on flying with your dog are 
useful, and things to think about when getting a doggie door are handy.  There are ideas 
for massage, warming dogs on cold nights, and care of the aging dog, especially ways to 
make them more comfortable.  Altogether, a handy book for ideas you may not have con-
sidered. 

The third book, Civilizing Y our Puppy (2nd edition) by Barbara J. Wrede, is a good book 
for beginners and handy reminders for experienced dog ownrs.  Some topics covered are 
exterior boundaries, walking on leash, riding in cars, acceptance of bathing and grooming, 
and hints on how to correct bad behaviors early.  A very nice little book. 

The last book is also useful for the novice dog owner and still has good ideas and remind-
ers for the more experienced person.  101 Questions Y our Dog Would Ask, by Helen 
Dennis, covers the answers to such questions as “Why can’t I bite you when we’re play-
ing”, “What games can we play,” How to get along with cats and other dogs,” “ Are vege-
tables good for me?” and other subjects.    

These books may seem simplistic for those of us who’ve been ‘in the breed’ for 10 or 20 
years, but they still have some good ideas for us too.  They are relatively short books and 
are all written with clear and concise information.  I sure do wish that these books and the 
similar ones that I’ve seen lately were available when I was first learning to live with and 
train my first greyhound.  What I didn’t know then would fill a books, probably one very 
much like these.  Kudos to the authors!  Be sure to read these when they reach our 
shelves. 



Page 8 Scents & Nonscents 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others   
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Karen Naughton 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Terri Brown, Su-
zanne Ratchner 
Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Toi Tschohl 

Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland, Allie 
Wimber  
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
Maintenance Projects: John Clendenin 
Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 At the October SDOC Agility Trial, Pam Jones and Cody the Toller got 2 JWW legs and 1 Standard 
leg with first places for all three.  You go Tollers!  (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers) 

 Dee Falk’s daughter, Ava, handled her Chiweenie, Nifty, to his CAT title and qualified in all four 
runs.  Dee says a lesser brag is that her own Jagdterrier, All Amped Up, also finished his CAT title. 

 Chuck Chandler and his Aussie, Buster, earned their Master Agility 
Excellent title at  the SDOC Fall Agility Trial.  YAY! 

 Betty Pearson and her Irish Wolfhound, Caoilfhionn, got their CD and 
GCG at the VVKC trials.  They are working toward their Therapy Dog 
title. 

 Pam Day’s Cardigan Corgi, Bea, earned the CAT (lure coursing ability 
title) and then finished their RAE at the VVKC trials in October, also 
taking the High Combined Score in Rally Advanced and Excellent! 

 Karen Norfolk and Bilko the Pug earned their Novice Agility Preferred 
title at the SDOC agility trial in Oct. 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

The Agility community is in the midst of trial season and what a be er way to spend me that with our human and dog friends. 

 The SDOC Novice/Open Trial was a success thanks to Linda Smith who, as Trial Chair, had everything organized and all the helpers 

lined up and ready to go.  Thanks to Richard Irland, Chief Course Builder; Mike Provine, Equipment Manager extraordinaire; Barba-

ra Petersen, Hospitality; Susan Neal, Ribbons; and Stephanie Kouretsos, who was at the Club at 6:00 am to have the coffee going 

and trial signs up before the rest of us arrived.  And thanks to our judge, Brian Owen, of Las Cruces.  Go a love our New Mexico 

judges.  Linda Smith has plans to make next year's trial even be er.  I know I’m forge ng Some comments heard at the trial from 

the exhibitors - "My Colorado club needs to do this."  "Love it,  so low key and relaxed.”  “Loved not having to wait all day to run.” 

The Club is having a shortage of instructors in Agility and WE WANT YOU.  Barbara has sent out an e-mail to the Agility community 

asking Instructors to start thinking of next year's class schedule.  Yes, 2016 already.  Can you teach a class  

in Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, July/Aug, Sept/Oct or Nov/Dec?  If you are a yes or even a maybe, let Barbara know.   

In order to not burn out any of the instructors, we need more instructors for Puppy I, Puppy II, Agility Prep, Beginning I and Begin-

ning II. 

 

Thanks to Susan McGowen, the UNM Lobos, for their assistance in making and pain ng the new jumps and helping to straighten up 

the yard and shed.  A Big Thanks to Barbara Petersen who painted most of the jumps herself at her house.  Your dedica on to the 

club is out of this world. 

 

Get well soon to some of our Agility family who are recupera ng from life's mishaps:  Vikki Welby and Gene "Teeter" Tatum.  Hurry 

back; we miss you. 

 

This is my last Double Q ar cle as one of the Agility Directors as I'm stepping down a er 2 years of service to the club and it's 

been fun and ring at the same me.  Some things to pass on: 

 

SDOC has an all-volunteer instructor cadre.  Volunteer if you can; let your Directors know your plans if you 

want to take the current class to the next session -- we'd love you to do so, but we have to know about it; 

help with the Sunday build (if you can); close and lock the gates and shed, doublecheck the bathroom door is 

locked;  did I men on, Volunteer if you can? and don't forget to pick up the poop. 

 

Till I see you again, remember to always "Jump for Joy" 
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SDOC Annual Luncheon Awards Banquet 
Where: 
Tanoan Country Club                                                                                                                                 
10801 Academy Rd. NE                                                                   
Date: 
Saturday, January 2, 2016 

Time: 
11:00 AM — 2:00 PM 

Price: 
$21.50 per person                            Reservations Due by 
Monday, December 14, 1915 

 

Please select one entrée per person.  Indicate how many persons are choosing each entrée. 

_____________Rosemary Lemon Roasted Chicken/Smashed Yukon Gold Potatos, etc. 

_____________Roasted Pork Loin with Fig & Port sauce/warm potato salad, etc. 

_____________Fire Roasted Vegetable Ravioli in a Truffle-4 cheese sauce, etc. 

In cludes Dessert. 

 

Golf Cart transportation will be available for our mobility challenged guests.  Please dress ap-
propriately for this venue—Sunday casual at least. 

Please complete this form and mail with payment to:    Donna Sloan 

                                                                                         9700 Salem Rd. NE 

                                                                                         Albuq., NM  87112 

 

For any questions, please contact Donna (299-5906) or Jeff  (345-0681) 

 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS 

Instructor Price 
(Instructors, Assistants 
and Apprentices with 16 or 
more hours this year, and 
those listed on the front of 
the SDOC roster)   $10.75 
per person including tax and 
gratuity. 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

7:00 p.m.  
October 31  (Halloween Party) 
November 21 
December 12  (Christmas Party) 
January 30 
February 27 
March 27 
April 24 
May 30 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
6:30 p.m. 

October 28 
November 18 
December 9 
January  27 
February 24 
March 24 
April 21 
May 27 
Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


