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Inside this issue: 

 Two incidents may have led to the cur-
rent fad about grain-free food for dogs.  
The first was the 2007 pet food con-
tamination that occurred in many foods 
produced in Chinese processing plants.  
The Chinese used industrial chemicals 
to seemingly increase the protein levels 
in pet foods.  This caused kidney dam-
age when ingested causing illness in 
thousands of dogs and killing many.  
Remember, it was the chemical content 
that killed our dogs, not the grain itself. 

The second is the current fad for gluten 
free foods for humans.  Only about 10 
percent of humans are actually gluten 
intolerant, but somehow the idea has 
grown that all people need gluten (read 
grain) free foods.  Similarly, some dogs 
may be glucose intolerant, but that is a 
minority, not the majority. 

The biggest reason for feeding grain 
free foods is allergies, and only a mi-
nority of dogs have allergies.  Grains 
don’t cause the allergies; the dog al-
ready has them; however, they may 
trigger an allergenic response.  The 
foods most likely to elicit an allergenic 
response are beef, dairy, wheat, chick-
en and egg.  Yet here we are pushing 
beef!  I bet you haven’t heard of a beef-
free diet.   

Other things such as storage mites in 
grain based foods held over six weeks 
after opening can also occur; however 
this is more rare.  This can be prevent-
ed by storing the food in sealed con-
tainers such as cans and keeping them 
in cool dry places.  If you have 2 Chi-

huahuas, you might also want to avoid 
buying 35 lb bags of food.  (Remember 
when those were 50 lb. bags?!)  Any-
way, you may want to look for foods 
containing lesser known grains such as 
barley, oats, quinoa and amaranth.   

Just because you decided to feed some-
thing more like a ‘wild’ diet, that 
doesn’t mean your dog won’t be get-
ting veggies.  Most of those non-grain 
foods contain many other veggies such 
as sweet potato, pumpkin, tapioca, 
peas, carrots, and assorted fruits.  
Wolves don’t normally eat these either, 
but dogs are not wolves, and they have 
evolved to have the capability to eat 
and digest starches more easily.   

If you are feeding grain free foods due 
to allergies (my dog, Harry, is allergic 
to 26 different things, including wheat, 
pork,  soybean, brewers yeast, kelp, 
alfalfa, carrots and  peas.  Yup, he’s is 
on a grain free fish and sweet potato 
based diet, and that helps a lot.  Yet my 
two other dogs still eat good old Purina 
and are also doing fine.  Their food is 
cheaper, and I see not reason to spend 
even more money.  The difference in 
price is considerable.  Oh, by the way, 
Harry is also allergic to house flies,  py 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

Stomach Torsion In Dogs 
By Marcia Sullivan 

Stomach torsion in dogs is a life threatening condition that requires IMMEDIATE 
veterinary care.  More common in deep-chested breeds such as Great Danes, Rott-
weilers, Dobermans, and Greyhounds, but other breeds can also be affected.  Other 
risk factors are suspected such as older dogs, dogs fed one large meal a day, eating 
out of raised dishes, or being related to dogs that have suffered stomach torsion.  
This last factor is because the offspring inherit the body structure of the parents.  Dr. 
Collin Wolff of Albuquerque VCA thinks that such offspring should have gas-
troplexy, an elective procedure that will prevent torsion by stapling the stomach to 
the intestinal wall.  This can be done with a less invasive laparoscopy.  High risk 
dogs could  be treated thusly when they are spayed or neutered.   

Torsion is preceded by bloat in which the stomach fills with gas which cannot be 
expelled  causing the stomach to become dilated enough to rotate in the abdomen, a 
condition called vovulus.  This rotation may lock the blood supply to the spleen and 
stomach.  Immediate surgery is called for to return the stomach to the normal posi-
tion.   

Recognizing the symptoms of bloat in your dog is imperative.  Common symptoms 
are: 

 Distended abdomen 

 Retching without producing anything 

 Heavy panting 

 Restlessness 

 Anxiety 

 Stiff legged stance with arched back 

Granted, these symptoms  might NOT be bloat, but better to be wrong than sorry! 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

The SDOC Agility Fun Match is scheduled for Saturday, August 29 at the Sheriff’s 
County Posse grounds. There will be 2 rings running at all times, Standard and 
Jumpers.  There will be a Novice course and an Advanced level course in each ring, 
designed by AKC Judge, Linda Kipp.  Each participant is allowed 2 minutes per 
run with Course Walk Thrus each hour.  Food and toys are allowed as long as no 
food is dropped in the ring!  Registration forms may be found on the SDOC 
webpage.  This is a great opportunity to practice in a ‘trial environment’ prior to 
the SDOC September agility trials . 
 
Don’t forget that the SDOC Obedience Fun Match will be held August 30, also at the 
Sheriff’s Posse Grounds.  This is just one week before the Labor Day Trials and is being 
held at the same venue as the Trials so this is a perfect time and place to practice.  The 
registration form can be found on pp. 11-12 of this newsletter as well as  on the Club 
website. 
 
Also, remember that we need lots of Stewards for these matches as well as the Trials so 
be sure to let Dede know if you can help out at either one!  Her phone number is 822-
9916! 
 
There is a new Agility Trial to be held up in Denver September 25-27 by the Briard Club 
of America.  The Premium is now out.  This is the Briard National Specialty trial, so Bri-
ards will get first choice of entry, but after that, the trial is open to all, including Mixed 
Breeds enrolled with AKC’s PAL program.  Contact Mary Weir for details.   
 
 

Some preventive measures are:                                                                     

 Feeding several small meals a day 

 Using a specially designed bowl that prevents gulping of food 

 Not allowing immediate exercise after eating 

 Feeding a diet of easily digested foods  (Get your vet’s recommendation) 

If you have multiple dogs, separate their feeding areas to avoid food competition which 
can not only cause stress, but which can spur the dogs to eat faster.  Also, avoid cereal-
based food that can cause fermentation resulting in excessive gas. 

And remember!  If you suspect torsion, get veterinary help IMMEDIATELY! 

Stomach Torsion, continued 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Stephanie 
Koretsos at 
bixbyb@ 
aol.com  

Or 828-9660 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Upcoming Trial and 
Match Entry Forms Are 
Available on Our Web-

site! 

Obedience Director’s Tidbits 
By Toi Tschohl 

Not received. 

Continued from page 1 

rethrum (in many tick/flea preventives), tumbleweed, and juniper.  Does he live in the 
wrong part of the country, but I’m not going so far as to move! 

Sorry, got off track.  Grains do not cause dogs to gain weight necessarily.  Both corn and 
wheat, when properly prepared, are excellent sources of carbohydrates so that is not an 
excuse for avoiding them.   

So...if your dog has allergies, consider first a non-beef, non-chicken based food.  Then go 
for the grain-free, more expensive diets.  If he is doing fine on grain based foods, there’s 
no need to change it.  Grains are just not the culprits that many think they are.   

That said, Harry won’t be eating grains any time soon just as he’ll not be getting brewer’s 
yeast or peas.  And, in case you wonder, Harry did have an extensive allergy panel done 
as he suffered for years with constant ear infections and red colored skin areas, both 
symptoms of allergies.  The usual allergy medicines did not work; changing foods helped.  
Now he is also under the care of a holistic vet and doing very well with some ‘natural 
remedies’ plus his special diet.  The food change was the first thing that really helped!  
Am I a fan of grain-free diets, yes, but not for all dogs, just the ones that really need it! 

By the way, if Club members are interested in a talk by a holistic vet, let me know.  I 
think mine would be happy to tell us about some of the holistic approaches and the herbal 
remedies that she uses. 

This article is based on an article by Carolyn Coile in March/April issue of Family Dog, 
published by AKC.   
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

Call For Stewards 

By Dede Brownstein 

 
On September 5th, 6th and 7th, SDOC will be hosting our Labor Day Obedience and 
Rally Trials.  In order to have a successful event, we will need volunteers to serve as 
stewards. 

Why steward?  Here are two important reasons.  First, you will perform an indispensa-
ble service to SDOC. After all, we cannot have a trial without stewards. 

Second, you will have an opportunity to personally benefit from this experience.  
There are many important points you’ll learn about which will be of value to you as 
you continue to compete in Obedience and/or Rally.   

1. You’ll find out about ring procedures. 

2. You’ll become more familiar with the intricacies of the exercises at the level in 
which you’re stewarding. 

You’ll have a chance to interact with judges, which can not only be really fun but will 
make you more comfortable when you show because you’ll realize that they’re human 
beings with faults and failings just like everyone else. 

Plus you can watch your fellow SDOC members and exhibitors go through their paces 
close up and, albeit silently, cheer them on.  You’ll even get a free lunch! 

There are 3 stewards for each obedience ring and 4 to 5 for Rally, so take your pick 
and add your name to the Steward Sign up sheets at SDOC or call Dede at 822-9916.  
I cannot encourage you enough to take advantage of this opportunity.  You’ll be glad 
you did! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few adages  for life for dogs: 

 Smile first thing in the morning; get it over for the day. 

 Be yourself, nobody is better qualified. 

 If at first you don’t succeed, swallow the evidence. 

 I never made who’s who, but I’m featured in what’s that! 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

The Prez Sez 
By Jeff Robb 

Hi all.  Hope all of you had a great 4th of July! 

Turnout was a bit low for our summer Ice Cream Social last month, so those who showed 
up all got to pig out.  Many thanks to Barbara Peterson for bringing the ice cream, and 
everyone who brought toppings/goodies to go with it!!   

Our Labor Day Obedience shows are coming up faster than you might think.  Besides get-
ting ready to show, we need volunteers – lots of volunteers.  We need people to help with 
the Fun Match the Sunday before the Trials – contact Lisa Frankland – thank you Lisa!  
We also need stewards, help with hospitality, set up & tear down etc, etc for the Trial it-
self – contact our Trial Chair Dora Cressey. 

We also need sponsors for our various trophies – please contact my wife Cathy, or me: we 
have some trophies for the various classes, breeds, AKC Groups and some Special tro-
phies (e.g. High Scoring Dog with a Therapy title...) but we need quite a few more! 

On building maintenance issues, Len Stans and John Clendenin are going to be replacing 
our old fluorescent lights with LED x as the old ones need to be replaced, saving the club 
money.  Also, we are looking into better LED lighting for the Agility field and other out-
side lighting. 

We will be upgrading our First Aid kits, one each for the Training room and the Agility 
Field.  Look for the signs when the new kits are in place. 

Kim & Marco Banales organized a Conformation Show & Go on the 4th of July (the Fire-
cracker Show & Go), bringing some additional revenue for the club and another oppor-
tunity for our conformation dogs to practice.  Many thanks Kim and Marco! 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Minutes of the June SDOC General Meeting 
By Estelle Metz 

Meeting was called to order @ 7:07 PM. 

Present: Jeff Robb, President,  Karen Provine, Vice-President,  Betty Pearson, Treasurer,  Estelle 
Metz, Corresponding Secretary,  Suzanne Ratchner, Board.  Absent: Karen Naughton, Recording 
Secretary,  Michele Lommasson, Board,  Pam Sehmer, Board, Terri Brown, Board. 

A motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting as published in Sense and Nonsense: Len 
Stans Second: Dan Metz. Motion carried. 

Presidents Report:   Fall Trials: Steward sign-up sheet is on training room bulletin board. The 
trophy sign-up sheet was passed around.   Building Maintenance: Len discussed the new lights, 
explained the various options available. Please contact Len or John Clendenin if you have strong 
feelings about them as the goal is to change all the fixtures. 

 Treasurer’s Report:     May Income:  $6513.77         May Expenditures:  8943.47      Loss in May:  
$2429.70  

 Corresponding Secretary:  Note of thanks and appreciation from Dan Metz.  Custom Utility gloves 
are available. Secretary will hold onto contact info. 

Tracking Director, Annie Newsted:  Test dates for  coming year  are set.  Rosemary Burch repor ts the 
current tracking class is going well. 

 Obedience Director, Toi Tschohl:      Absent.  See Board Meeting report. 

 Agility Director, Barb Peterson:  It is hot! Classes are being scheduled around the heat. Watch the 
website for info. 

Announcements:  Marco Banales announced there will be a Fire Cracker  Show and Go on July 
4th!  Everyone is welcome, fun and hot dogs will be the order of the day.  Len Stans reports that the video 
surveillance system is temporarily down. 

Old Business:   Suzanne Ratchner is working on Safety Protocols. There will be new first aid kits in kitch-
en and Agility bathroom. Estelle Metz suggest another to use at trials. There will be a safety seminar for 
instructors. 

New Business:   None 

Membership readings, Karen Provine:  There were three 1st readings: Judy Anderson, Lori Vernon,  
Chris Dahl.    There were three  2nd readings: Dee Cline,  Cricket Mara, Rich Cummings.  Motion to accept 
all in membership was made by Barb Peterson Seconded by Chris Norfolk.  Motion carried. 

Brags by Karen Norfolk, Annie Newsted, Jeff Robb.  

Next meeting will be July 24, 2015.                                                                                                               
Motion to adjourn at 7:34 by Jeanne Gill, second by Chris Norfolk. Motion  passed. 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2015 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Karen Naughton 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer,  
Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, Su-
zanne Ratchner 
 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Toi Tschohl 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler &  
Barb Peters 
Tracking Director:   
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland and 
Allie Wimber  
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
Maintaince Progjects:  John Clendenin 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bixbyb@aol.cor 
828-9660 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Karen Naughton reports that at the recent National Standard Schnauzer Specialty her boy,  Shadow, 
finished his Rally Novice title.  He earned third and fourth places in two of the trials.  Whoooeee!! 

 On Friday, June 26, at the AKC Agility trial at Expo New Mexico, Maggie Gee reports that she and 
Solar, Golden Retriever, earned their Jumpers Preferred title.  On Saturday they moved up to Open 
Preferred and earned their first leg on that title!  What a team!! 

 Mica Tyler’s Border Collie finished his PACH at the local Agility Trials the end of June.  He is now 
MACH2. PACH Hob Nob Driving Force UD RAE.  Now that’s a Versatility Dog!  Way to go, 
Hemi! 

 Lisa Frankland’s Kerry Blue Terrier, Remi, earned a High in Trial out of Utility B at the Terry-All 
Kennel Club show in Colorado in April, judged by SDOC’s own Hallie Ray.  Two weeks later, he 
finished his UDX at the AOTC trials in Panhandle, TX.  Only eight Kerries to date have earned this 
title, and Lisa is proud to say that she has been owned by three of them! 

 Also at the AOTC obedience trials, Lisa’s young Papillon, Blast, earned the first leg towards his 
Rally Advanced title, with a first place.  He’s been very busy in the agility ring, completing his MXJ 
at the June Weimaraner Club trials, and his MX at the recent CKC trials.  Not too shabby for a dog 
who made his agility debut just this past September! 

 “Pat White’s 2 1/2 year old standard Schnauzer, Hannah, completed her championship on the first 
day of the Scottsdale shows at the end of February.  She then proceeded to get Select bitch the next 
day and Best Of Breed the last two days over 9 specials.  She completed her Grand Championship in 
mid-April on the California circuit and this past weekend got a Select and 2 Best of Opposite Sex 
awards at our national specialty weekend of shows in Virginia.  She's a very happy girl and I'm an 
ecstatic owner!”  And you should be very proud of her as well, Pat! 

 Clint Wolf’s Goldens, Kaia and Skyler did very well at the SWAT agility trial.  Kaia finished her 
Masters Jumper Preferred title with 3 Qs while Skyler finished her AKC Excellent Jumpers title.  
Nice going, you three! 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
kknaughton@g

mail.com 

 or at any 
General 

Membership 
meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

DOUBLE 

Q 

It was a good weekend for SDOC members at the June 26, 27 and 28  Weimaraner Trial. 
 
Mica Tyler, SDOC Prep Instructor and her Border Collie, Hemi, on getting their Preferred Agility Champi-
on title.  Yeah!!  
 
Suzanne Ratchner, SDOC Board member and her Dalmatian, Trace, on getting their Open Standard ti-
tle.  Wowee. 
 
Evelyn Vinogradov, and her Aussie, Doc, on their earning their Open Jumpers title.  What a team. 
 
Hot, Hot, Hot --- it's hot out there and we all have to be careful in the heat.  Let Barbara and Peggy know if 
classes need to be moved/cancelled and they can post it on the website. 
 
Reminder -- all dogs participating in any classes at SDOC must be current on their Rabies and Distemper/
Parvo.  Don't put any of our dogs at risk by "allowing" unvaccinated dogs in any classes.  One unvaccinat-
ed dog puts the entire club at risk of a lawsuit and possible closure.  Don't do it. 
 
One More - Instructors, remind your students they have to register for all classes in advance.  They can't 
just show up trying to get in to a class.  This causes problems and embarrasses the club, you and me.    
 
Thanks to Maggie Gee for getting a new clock for the yard.  You are a gem. 
 
Barbara and Peggy are already looking for instructors for the next round of classes.  Take a look at your 
September and volunteer if you can. 
 
Last but not least, double check all doors, pick up the poop and don't forget to have fun.  Jump for Joy! 
 
See you next month. 
 
Barbara Petersen and Peggy Chandler 
SDOC Agility Co-Directors 
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SANDIA DOG OBEDIENCE CLUB 

OBEDIENCE AND RALLY PRACTICE MATCH PLUS CGC TEST 

CONFORMATION SHOW N’ GO 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2015 

 
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse Arena on 2nd Street North of Alameda Blvd. 

Fun Match Chair: Lisa Frankland, email: lisaf42@comcast.net 
 

SDOC reserves the right to refuse participation to any owner/handler whose conduct does not conform 
to American Kennel Club rules.  No entry fees will be refunded. 

Early registration entries must be received by Thursday, August 27th, 2015 

**Day of match entries from 7:30 AM to 8:15 AM ONLY** 

Judging begins at 9:00 AM.  Canine Good Citizen Test entries will be accepted until 9:30 AM and test-
ing will begin at 10:00 AM. 

 

Schedule: 

9:00 AM Conformation Show n’ Go $1/ticket; 6/$5; 14/$10 (Day of Match ONLY – no pre-
entries) 

9:00 AM Obedience      $6 Pre-Entry/$7 day of match 

9:00 AM   Rally      $6 Pre-Entry/$7 day of match 

10:00 AM   Canine Good Citizen Test   $10.00 Test Fee 

 

**PLEASE NOTE: 
This year, we plan to have the obedience rings laid out in a pattern similar to the way they will be at the 
SDOC obedience trials the following weekend! Due to the popularity of this fun match, there will be a 
limit1 class entry per individual dog (noentry slot purchases for an individual dog in a single obedience 
class or single rally class -- i.e., Fluffy will only be allowed 1 entry inand 1 entry in Utility and 1in Rally 
Advanced, not 2 entries in Open or 2 entries in Rally Advanced) Our goal is to allow everyone a chance 
to participate/practice. 
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✄ 

Pre-Entry Registration Form (PRE-ENTRIES CLOSE THURSDAY AUGUST 27th) 

Pre-entries for Rally and Obedience $6 each  (PLEASE USE SEPARATE ENTRY FORM 
FOR EACH DOG).  Make checks payable to SDOC and mail to:  

Lisa Frankland, 4012 Glen Canyon Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111 
 

Amount Enclosed _______  

 

Owner’s name _________________________________Phone No. _____________ 

 

YOUR EMAIL ________________________________________________________ 

 

Dog’s Call Name _____________Breed ____________________ Age ____ Sex ___ 

 

OBEDIENCE (Specify A or B to be placed in the appropriate ring): Novice __Open __Utility __ 

Jump Height_______ 

 

RALLY (No A or B divisions): Novice ____Advanced ____ Excellent ____ Jump Height _____   

 

 

All dogs may take the Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Test. $10.00 Test Fee Testing begins at 
10:00 AM.  Pre-enter or sign up no later than 9:30 AM 
 

Dog’s Name __________________ Owner’s Name __________________________ 

For AKC registered dogs, you may bring registration information to the match to complete the CGC form.  
Dogs that pass the test may obtain a Certificate from the American Kennel Club. 



Page 12 

 
Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 
Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
July 31 
August 28 
September 25 
October 30  (Halloween Party) 
November 20 
December 18 
January 29    (Banquet held earlier) 
February 26 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

July 28 
August 25 
September 22 
October 27 
November 17 
December 15 
January 26 
February 23 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


