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 Have you ever had a dog with diabetes?  I 
did once, many years ago, and I am happy 
to report that veterinary care for dogs with 
this disease have improved immensely.  At 
that time, all that could be done was to reg-
ulate their meals and give them a shot.  My 
bitch could never be completely regulated, 
and we eventually had to put her to sleep 
which was extremely distressing. 

Now there are a couple more options.  In a 
newsletter from a South Valley Veterinary 
Clinic, we learn that there are actually two 
different types of diabetes in dogs which 
require different treatments.  Symptoms 
may be similar, but the course of the dis-
ease is different and must be treated differ-
ently. 

The first type is diabetes mellitus, the more 
common of the two and a form in which 
there is either too little or not insulin pro-
duced.  When there is insufficient insulin, 
glucose builds up in the blood and cells do 
not get the energy they need.  Cushings, 
pancreatitus can lead to diabetes mellitus, 
and steroids or being overweight can cause 
a predisposition to the disease.  While all 
dogs have Type 1 diabetes which requires 
insulin for the rest of their lives, the pills 
that can control this in humans do not work 
in dogs.  Dogs with diabetes mellitus are 
also prone to cataracts and urinary tract 
infections.   

Both types of diabetes can cause consump-
tion of large amounts of water (polydipsia) 
with the side effects of peeing in the house 
and an obvious increased amount of urina-
tion.  Polydipsia can be caused by several differ-
ent diseases including Cushings, kidney disease, 
liver disease, thyroid disease and hypocalcemia.  
All of these can be serious. 

Diabetes insipidus is caused by a lack of 
ADH, antidiuretic hormone, a hormone 
that regulates water metabolism and helps 

keep water in the body.  When this hor-
mone is not presented in the required quan-
tities, the body cannot hold water properly 
and the dog must drink constantly to re-
main hydrated.  The drug vasopressin can 
be used to control this either in tablet form 
or as eye drops.  It must be used for the rest 
of the dog’s life.   

For both types of diabetes, it is critical that 
the dog have access to water at all times.  
If the dog has polydipsia, its body is telling 
it to drink, and other organs can be dam-
aged if it cannot keep its body hydrated.   

If your dog should start showing signs of 
polydipsia, it is important that you get it to 
a veterinarian for a full work up (blood, 
urinalysis, and physical exam) and an in-
depth history.  Then your vet can work out 
a treatment plan with you. 

Article courtesy Drs. William Heite and 
Donna Trent-Heite 

Source:  “Water Diabetes in Dogs”,  Pet 
Health and Nutrition Information and Ques-
tions.  PerMed, N.D. Web 28, August 2014.  
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

 
ORT HELD IN LOS ALAMOS 

An Odor Recognition Test was held in Los Alamos on Oct. 12 and was attended by a num-
ber of SDOC members.  A large percentage of folks qualified for one or more of the three 
scents.  This is only the second NACSW odor test held in New Mexico, and it was very popu-
lar despite the rather nasty weather.  We alternated between wind, rain, sun and sleet!  
Despite this, there was a great deal of camaraderie and visiting among the folks who came 
from at least three states to participate.   
SDOC was very well represented, not only in numbers, but in the fact that all of our mem-
bers qualified in every scent for which they were entered.   
Jo Ashburn       Shandy          Pemberoke Welsh Corgi        Birch, Anise, Clove 
Nancy O’Neal    Kerry             Irish Terrier                         Birch. Anise, Clove 
Donna Faulkner   Brandy        Chihuahua                           Birch, Anise Clove 
Vikki Welby      Spunky           Jack Russell Terrier              Anise, Clove 
Rosemary Burtch   Ty             German Shepherd Dog         Birch, Anise, Clove 
Mary Duncan    Sophia           English Bulldog                     Birch, Anise 
Laurel Drew     Mercy            All-American                         Birch 
Laurel Drew     Cinder           Greyhound                            Anise 
I think this is all of us.  If I missed anyone, you have my deepest apologies.   
On Wednesday, Oct. 15, we celebrated with a cake (provided by our instructor, Amy, who 
rates major kudos for the training she provides) and a group picture.  We were missing a 
couple members, but hope to get their photos later. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Evi Fox and Albuquerque Kanine Kollege are sponsoring an Obedience seminar by Joanne 
Brettschneider at the AKKo school in Albuquerque’s South Valley on November 1, 2, and 3.  Be 
sure to get your place reserved and money to Evi soon.  You probably only have another week to 
sign up.  The cost is $60 per day, and Janice Anthes says it is well worth attending.  Mail your note 
and $$ to Evi at 1424 La Mora Ln. SW, Albuq., NM 87105.  If you decide to go, Evi’s site is one 
very short block south of Rio Bravo.  Turn left (east), and she is right next door to the Burger 
King.  Beware of the construction and leave extra early because there is major work being done at 
the Rio Bravo/Isleta Blvd. intersection and traffic can get backed up at some times of day.  I don’t 
know what time the seminar will start, but I’m sure Evi will send out information soon. 

 

Don’t forget, the October meeting is our Halloween party.  Dogs and handlers are both invited to dress 
up and enter the costume contests.  We’ve had some great costumes in the past, and I look forward to 
seeing who comes up with what this year!!  PARTY TIME!!!!!!!!! 

 

Some sad doggy news to report.  Jeff and Cathy Robb just lost their beloved Krista Collie.  While she 
was never a star in the obedience ring, she was certainly a star at home.  She will be greatly missed. 

 

We are coming to the end of the year, and next issue (Nov.) will be the last one for the year.  If you 
have any suggestions for it, or if you want to send greetings to Club members, dogs, etc.  be  sure  
to send me a quick email.   I am also asking you to send notes asking for the thing you want most 
for your dog—i.e., a Christmas present either for Christmas or for next year.  For instance, Cinder 
wants a deer antler, and I want a GO and  UD for her.  Be creative!!!  OH, if you have any good 
Holiday articles, get them to me as well.   

 

This is also a good time to remind you that dues are due, elections are coming up, and we’ll be having 
our usual Christmas Party with gift exchange for the dogs.  Bring an unwrapped toy or treat or more if 
you want to exchange for each of your dogs that are present.  For our new members, the dogs get to pick 
their own presents which is fun to watch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right—Jo Ashburn’ two 
kids, KC & Brodie enjoy-
ing fall in the Sandias.  
Aspen are lovely, but ski 
slopes are more fun! 

Left—Gayle Elliott 
working at gate check
-in for the agility trial. 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

RUN‐THROUGHS 2015 POSTED 
The 2015 edi on of the Friday Night Run‐Throughs signup sheet is already posted in the training 
room.  A few months have already been spoken for.  Thanks for being so quick to volunteer for a 
month or two.  Plenty of months remain available for your generous support.  Sign up, please. 
 
WHAT’S PAST IS PAST 
I’ve scheduled the last of calendar 2014’s classes.  Time to sing Auld Lang Syne (Old Lang 
Zign).  Everything will be graduated before Christmas.  Except Canine Freestyle, which runs all 
the way through the season, holidays be damned. 
 
FUTURE NOW 
I’ve already posted to the web (or soon will) several classes to begin early in 2015.  First up are 
Conforma on classes Saturday a ernoons star ng Jan. 10 with (guess who?) Kim Ba‐
nales.  We’ve even posted a Conforma on Drill to be conducted in April.  Think ahead.  Soon to 
be posted are a couple of Basic Novice and Puppy classes. 
 
A FREESTYLE HOLIDAY 
One of my pleasures as OTD is to schedule Canine Freestyle classes, especially the one around 
the holidays, when the usual classes stand down, to use the military term.  It’s just a nice image, 
handlers and dogs doodling and dancing and learning tricks.  The holiday edi on of Freestyle & 
Tricks starts Nov. 10.  Check your local lis ngs (our web site). 
 
COOLER SHUTDOWN 
The swamp coolers will be shut down at any me now.  Len Stans plays it by ear because even a 
day in the 80s can make for a too‐warm training room.  Seems like we in New Mexico always 
have to go through stretches in spring and fall when we’re too hot or too cold during the switch‐
over.  So we ask your pa ence as we try to guess just the right me to switch from cooling to 
hea ng. 
 
WEATHER ALERT 
Most Instructors take a copy of their class rosters home with them.  That’s smart, especially be‐
cause winter weather can force a session to be canceled.  Instructors have a list of stu‐
dents’  names and numbers to call in case they have to skip a class.  They can always make it up 
because we build an extra week into just about every class.  Around these parts, it doesn’t take 
much of a winter storm to make driving hazardous.  
 
NEW PARKING LOT 
I had planned to make our newly restriped parking lot a monument to myself, but they ran out 
of paint before I could sign it.  Hope you like the color. 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

September General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendricks, Corresponding Secretary 

The General meeting for September 26, 2014 was held at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro in Albuquer-
que. The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Robb at 7:41. Present were Estelle Metz, Amy 
Hendrickson, Karen Provine, Betty Pearson, Obedience Director John Clendenin, Agility Co-Directors 
Peggy Chandler and Barbara Petersen. Absent were Michele Lommasson, Terri Brown, Pam Sehmer, 
and Tracking Director Leslie Swisher. 
A motion was made by Jo Ashburn to accept last month’s minutes as revised. Barbara Petersen second-
ed the motion, and it passed. 
 
President’s Report A hear ty thanks to all of the small army of people who helped both the agility 
and obedience trials to set up and take down. You volunteering is appreciated! Thanks also to Pam 
Sehmer especially as this was her last obedience trial to be Trial Secretary. She has done this job for the 
last 15 years…both spring and fall. The last 10 years her husband Al donated his expertise as the “tech 
guru” for the same shows. Many, many thanks for all their efforts and years of service. Melanie Meade 
has decided to step down as the agility trial secretary and Nancy Culley will be the trial secretary for 
both obedience and agility from now on. I went to an AKC Obedience Judge seminar in Oklahoma re-
cently. So much information was offered for both competitors and judges! It was a great learning op-
portunity and I encourage all who can to attend one of these seminars. About half of the attendees were 
competitors in either obedience or agility, some both. AKC offers about six of these seminars a year, 
and SDOC is now on the list to host one. They schedule three years out, so that’s the time frame we are 
looking at. If any member has any ideas for a topic or a presenter for an obedience seminar, please con-
tact me. Agility seminar ideas can be sent to your directors. The Valencia Valley Kennel Club is host-
ing an obedience conference given by Pat Scully in which questions will be answered and new rules 
explained. It will be held during the Valencia Valley shows the second week in October. Please let them 
know in advance if you would like to attend. The information is on their website. The Awards Banquet 
is coming up in January. Last year we held it at Tanoan Country Club and it was a wonderful site and 
the views…! If anyone has an alternate site they would like to recommend, please contact me, Donna 
Sloan, or Allie Wimber. Also, last but not least, thanks to all who coordinated the Fun Matches for both 
agility and obedience. They were a great success, and all who participated were grateful. 
 
Vice President’s Report Nothing at this time 
 
Treasurer’s Report Given and on file 
 
Recording Secretary’s Report Nothing at this time 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report SDOC has received a note from Evi Fox thanking us for  such 
a good trial. A prospective new member, Bonnie Oakley, is moving here soon from Custer, South Da-
kota and looks forward to training with us. A thank you note was sent to Midge Springer thanking her 
for her kind donation of southwestern pottery to be used as trial prizes. All pieces were won over the 
years in obedience competitions. AKC has completely processed and closed out the events of 8/30, 31, 
and September 1 in their records. AKC’s nominating committee has nominated the class of 2019 as 
follows: Dr. Carmen Battaglia, Dr. Thomas Davis, Steven Gladstone, and Dr. Gregory Paveza. AKC 
has established their position on e-collars. After appearing on TV, they wish to state that they owe an 
apology for not making this distinction clear: they do support e-collars when put in informed hands. 
They don’t approve of the use and misuse in uninformed hands. 
 
Tracking Director’s Report Absent 
 
Obedience Director’s Report Thanks to Len Stans for  servicing the swamp coolers, the office 
door, and the gutters. He also changed light bulbs in the training room. Whew! Christie Stern is now a 
Rally 
                                                                                                Continued on page 7 
 Continued from page 5 
 
apprentice. The parking lot is to be restriped on Oct. 3. We will also have an auction at the November 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

A New Column To Be Added 

We are going to try something new in the newsletter.  Well, partly new.  Marcia Sullivan was 
gathering information from various club members in an effort to acquaint our new members with 
our old members and vice versa.  I am going to add to that the request that when you join the 
Club, you provide a brief biography of “your life in dogs” similar to that which you give at the Club 
meetings when you apply.  It need not be long, 100 to 200 words is plenty, but we want to know 
more about you all.  What’s your line of work (who knows, maybe a member will need your ex-
pertise or to hire you), time spent in the ‘dog world’, doggy accomplishments, favorite dogs or 
dogs you’ve owned, other pet activities in which you participate, etc.  A photo would also be a 
blessing.  I’ve attended a number of meetings lately and found that I don’t recognize half the 
people there, mostly because they are new.  [Admittedly, my rate of memorization of names and 
faces has never been good!]  I’d like to see more information about all our people so that the 
Club members will know that they have much more in common that just obedience or agility, etc. 
classes.  Marcia will still contact some of the old members and maybe some new ones to get in-
formation, but if you will send in your own information when you join, it will make it possible for 
us to make you feel even more at home and welcome.  My email address is ldgreys@yahoo.com.  
If you send a photo of you or your dog, or you AND your dog, please send as a .jpg so that I can 
use it more easily in the newsletter.  Sending your address and email addy is optional but very 
welcome. 
 
Another project is to present some of our Club history so you old-timers listen up.  We need some 
tales from the past, funny, factual or historical (or hysterical).  Maybe we can also start up some 
of the activities we held in the past such as Gambler’s Matches (you pay an entry in the amount 
that you think your dog’s performance is worth; the money is pooled and returned in graduated 
amounts depending on scores), etc.  Memories of parties and how some of our traditions started 
are also welcome. 
 
These articles will alternate with ones about various dog sports in which our members participate 
and how to get involved in those.  Not all activities are sponsored by SDOC, and some of the oth-
ers may be right down your (and your dog’s) alley.   
 
I also hope to welcome back occasional articles from Hallie Ray whose angle on dog obedience 
judging is so popular.  Similar articles on tracking judging, or other judging of sports in which we 
are involved would also be welcome.  In fact, a column of hints on health, training, etc. would 
make a good addition.  Got a super and popular recipe that is useful for training treats, parties, 
and Club get-togethers?  Send it in, and we’ll print that too. 
 
If you can help with any of these columns or can just send one in 
on occasion, it would be a great help to all of us, those who can 
use the hints and information, and those writing the newsletter. 
 
HELPFUL HINT:  Did you know that a chlorophyll tablet given to 
your bitch daily as soon as or just before she comes in season 
will greatly lessen her attraction by male dogs?  Yes, it really 
works!  Try it! 

Jeff Potter and Aussie Azor at the agility trial.  
It’s good to see Jeff out and about! 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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meeting for a very sturdy and in good shape broad jump. We also have many, many high jump boards (not 
uprights) which will also be offered at the same time. These are also in terrific shape. 
                                                                                                       
Agility Director’s Report The Gerry Brown Seminar  is going well as of this repor t. To the UNM stu-
dents who helped clean, set up, etc. THANK YOU. The trial went great with 1 MACH and 1 PACH being 
earned. Bill Chambers, who has been the agility registrar for years is stepping down. Stephanie  
Kouretsos will be taking over mail-in registrations. Peggy Chandler is now an instructor for Beginning  
1. Mallory Noriega is now an assistant, as well as Donna Tucker. Many compliments were heard at the 

trial on how well run it was, as well as the number of volunteers. Our club is unique in that way. Amy 
Goldberg, thanks for all your hard work on behalf of the Agility department, and congratulations on 
your marriage next month! 

 
Old Business None at this time 
 
New Business The nominating committee has a slate prepared for  the 2015 SDOC Board. They are: 
Jeff Robb, President; Karen Provine, Vice President; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Karen Naugh-
ton, Recording Secretary; Betty Pearson, Treasurer; Pam Sehmer, Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, and 
Suzanne Ratchner, members at large. Next month nominations from the floor will be accepted, provided 
the nominees are members and agree to serve. 
Thanks to Marcia Sullivan for coordinating hospitality tonight, as well as to all who contributed. Sign up 
on the sheet posted by the training room door to volunteer for this job. You don’t bring everything, you 
coordinate the effort. 
 
Membership readings this evening are: Pat Fur r , Kim Jernigan, Lauren Hund, and Dor is Har ten-
berger, all here for their first reading. Jane and Sam Silverman are here for their second reading, and have 
been voted into membership. Congratulations and welcome to all. 
 
Next month’s meeting will be held on Fri., October 31. The evening will also include our annual Hallow-
een party and all are welcome to attend in costume…as well as their humans. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14. 
 
 

SDOC Election Nominations! 
SDOC Fall elections will be held at the November meeting on Nov. 18.  The following are the offi-
cial nominees.  IF you want to be on the ballot or have someone else who wishes to run, be sure 
to get your information and a signed letter saying you want to run to the SDOC Committee Head, 
Betty Pearson right away!  Nominations from the floor will be held at the October meeting.  All 
nominees must, of course, be SDOC members in good standing. 
 
President:                                 Jeff Robb 
Vice President:                          Karen Provine 
Recording Secretary:                  Karen Naughton 
Corresponding Secretar:y            Estelle Metz 
Treasurer:                                 Betty Pearson 
Board:                                       Pam Sehmer 
                                                Terri Brown 
                                                Michele Lommasson 
                                                Suzanne Ratchner 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2014 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Gloria Napper-
Owen, Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland, Allie 
Wimber and Peggy Chandler 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Evelyn Vinodograv and AKC GCh. Sherbil’s U Know What U Know (aka Doc) earned the AKC/
NAFA Onyx Flyball title on Sept. 20.  So far as Evelyn knows, he is the first and so far the only 
Aussie to hold this title.  They are now moving on to study Agility for a while. 

 Jeff Robb and Django, Aussie, earned the Beginning Novice title at our trials in Sept.  They did it 
with 2 firsts and 2 seconds.  Congratulations Jeff, I’m sure this is just the start of something big! 

 Donna Sloan and Tommy Papillon earned their RE at the SDOC trials in Sept, and Travis Aussie got 
2 legs toward his Graduate Novice title at the same trials.  Good going, Donna and pals. 

 Maggie Gee and Solar Golden earned their first agility title, Novice Standard, at our trials in Sept.  
Yippee!!! 

 Sherry Rogers and Rottie, Kenzie, just finished their UDX with legs 7 and 8 at the SDOC Labor 
Day shows, and legs 9 & 10 in Amarillo.  Kenzie is now Ch. Cannon River Driftboat UDX RE CS 
CI TT CGC.  What a busy girl! 

 I just heard that Donna Sloan and Travis Aussie finished their Grad-
uate Novice title at the Los Lunas trials.  Yippee!!!! 

 Leonora Abordo’s Borzoi, GyRo attended the Grand National AKC 
Lure Course and finished his FCh making him the second Dual 
Champion in his litter!  Nice running!! 

 Leonora’s other Borzoi, Bladerunner, finished her Ch. At the Los 
Lunas shows picking up 2 majors and going BOS and BOB over 
multiple Specials!  This is the 4th DC in her litter and the 7th DC for 
her sire, Py Leonora’s first Borzoi.  Big accomplishment!!!! 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

 Rosemary Burtch’s Ty, GSD, qualified on all three odors at the ORT in Los Alamos. 

 Brandy Chihuahua belonging to Donna and Jerry Faulkner also qualified for all 3 odors at the ORT.  
Donna reports that Brandy was so proud of herself that she would literally sit on top of the box and 
pose for the videographer.  No, Donna did not teach her that!  What a ham!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Laurel Drew’s Cinder Greyhound and Mercy, the All-American qualified for Birch (Mercy) and Anise 
(Cinder) at the ORT in Los Alamos. 

 Jo Ashburn’s Pembroke Cogi also qualified for all three odors, Birch, Anise and Clove at the ORT. 

 Dede Brownstein has a great brag about two of her Elke Rottweiler’s pups.  Wit (Baar’s Remembering 
Einstein) after her Einstein won Best in Puppy Sweepstakes at the NM Rottweiler Specialty held dur-
ing the Los Lunas shows.  He then went on to win a 4 point major by going Winner’s Dog.  Please 
note that Wit is just 6 1/2 months old!!  
Not to be outdone, his sister, Rayna, won 
her Sweeps class of 4 and was 2nd in the 
regular Puppy classes.  Makes that drive 
home pretty easy, huh DeDe?! 

 See full results for the Odor Recognition 
Test on page two.  Here is a photo of most 
of the participants plus Amy (at left back) 
and other classmates. 

 

More Brags! 

GyRo at the Grand National 

Bladerunner after the LL 
shows 

Doc at the Flyball Trial 

Yippee!! 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

The SDOC September Agility Trial was a great success.  Congratulations to Steve Yost and Dexter, Linda Kipp and Winton, and 
Karen Blisard and Brandon for their MACHS and PACH!  Thank you to Melanie Mead and the trial committee for overseeing a fun 
weekend with great courses. 

As the weather and season changes, keep an eye on the website for class notices and updates. 

Gerry Brown returned to Albuquerque to share his insights and skills.  Attached is an article by Suzanne Ratchner.  Thank you, Su-
zanne!                                                                                                                             —Barbara Petersen 

Train the dog you want to have a year from now. 

Train the dog you want to have a year from now, not the dog you have today.  That is what Gerry Brown told our group during the 
agility seminar.  I stood there perplexed, deep in thought.  I understood what he was saying, I just didn’t know what the answer was.  
What level of skill did I want my dog Trace to have a year from now?  I thought back to a year ago when we entered our first agility 
competition.  It was the AKC Novice/Open trial sponsored by SDOC and held at the club agility field.  It was a perfect venue for our 
first trial.  I figured since it was our own backyard, it would eliminate some of the trial stress of being in a strange place.  We did 
well at that trial.  Out of four runs, we earned two qualifying scores.  I was very excited because I wasn’t sure competing was for us.  
I am still unsure about that.  

Since that day we have entered several trials.  We have had some successes, and a lot of disappointments.  Ask any handler what dog 
they want to run a year from now, and you will probably get a variety of answers.  Some seasoned handlers will have visions of glo-
ry, possibly attaining the elusive MACH or PACH.  Others like Trace and I will probably tell you we just aren’t sure.  We have al-
ways strived to have fun; that has been our goal.  However, the longer we have been involved in this sport, the more our goals have 
changed.  So when Gerry Brown made that statement to us, I knew this was going to be an interesting seminar.  I could tell by his 
demeanor that he was going to challenge us to do better and try new things.  I could also tell that it may be a little uncomfortable, but 
not scary.  The first exercise he had me participate in was a demonstration of how putting pressure on our dogs can make them move.  
This involved Gerry walking directly toward me until he got into my personal space.  My earlier thoughts were coming true; this was 
going to be uncomfortable. 

As the session went on, Gerry would set a course and then have us run it the way we thought it should be run.  Sometimes we had the 
benefit of discussion before, and sometimes we didn’t.  After each run, Gerry would discuss how changes in handling could make 
the run better.  Each individual was given one on one attention and suggestions.  The best part was that everyone attending was able 
to see the runs and hear the advice.  This gave everyone a view of how the handling techniques he taught us made for a cleaner run.  

Throughout the session, Gerry placed us in situations that were a little uncomfortable.  He challenged us to try techniques that we 
don’t normally utilize. I believe every person that attended the seminar left as a better handler.  My regret was that I didn’t attend 
more of the sessions. I am looking forward to next spring when we may be able to have him return. Trace and I are still trying to 
answer the question of what dog to I want to have a year from now.  After attending Gerry’s seminar, I am inspired to continue on 
and set some goals for us.                                                                                        —Suzanne Ratchner 
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Victory Lap Photos From Fall Agility Trial   

All those great old dogs and their handlers. 

Pat Hester & Lisa Frankland.  Pat 
sang ‘Forever Young’ as a salute 
to these wonderful old dogs. 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
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(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 
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Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
October 31  (Halloween Party) 
November 21 
December 19  Christmas Party 
January 30 
February 27 
March 27 
April 24 
May 30 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

October 28 
November 18 
December 16 
January  27 
February 24 
March 24 
April 21 
May 27 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


