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Inside this issue: 
March is looking like a busy month for 
the club.  Our TDX test has been held 
in spite of less than desirable weather 
conditions.  While some of the dogs 
made a valiant effort, no one passed. 
Reports I have received say that 
overall, the event was very well 
organized and camaraderie was high. 
The SDOC Spring Agility Trial will be 
held after this newsletter goes to 
press.  It will be held at the Sheriff's 
Posse Grounds.  Many thanks to all of 
the folks it takes to make these events 
a success.  Don't forget the Barn Hunt 
later this month!!  It will be at the Los 
Ranchos Village Green. 
Our Spring Obedience Trial is coming 
up faster than you think.  Volunteers 
for a variety of tasks are needed.  
Please contact Terri Brown, even if you 
only have an hour or two to help. Also, 
my wife Cathy is soliciting contributions 
to sponsor various trophies (class 

placements, high scoring breed, group, 
etc.), please contact her if you can 
sponsor any of the trophies. 
On a sadder note, I have to report that 
one of our long time members has 
passed away – Morgan Kramm was a 
SDOC member for many years, and a 
very prominent member of the German 
Shepherd Club.  Also, please keep Jeff 
& Debbie Potter in your thoughts and 
prayers; Jeff has been diagnosed with 
a brain tumor.  If you would like to 
contact Debbie to help, email would 
probably be the best way to do so. 

Irish dog breeds recognized by the AKC are 
the Irish Setter, Irish Red and White 
Setter, Irish Water Spaniel, Irish 
Wolfhound, Irish Terrier, Kerry Blue Terrier 
(pictured), Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier, 
and Glen of Imaal Terrier 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

CNMGSD To Hold Herding Seminar 
From Claudia Saiz 

The GSD Club is thrilled to be sanctioned by AKC in Herding. Carol Delsman, the AKC Herding 
Rep, is holding an official Judges/Herding Seminar on April 5 and 6 that the CNMGSD Club is 
hosting.  

On April 6 our first Herding trial/test will be held. We have limited the runs to 15 in order to 
give the judges a change to spend some time with each owner to answer questions. Carol 
will also be observing the test and be happy to assist with questions. We have experienced 
handlers (mostly judges themselves) to take the dogs in for the test. Upon passing the dog 
will have one leg toward his HIT. We have kept the cost for this to a minimum at 35 Dollars 
(The test at the May show at the Fairgrounds runs $50.00 per leg).  

The seminar will be a 2 day event starting Saturday April 5 up at our host hotel the Quality 
Inn. Carol will go over all the rules, regulation and Courses AKC offers at Herding Trails/
Tests. This will be very helpful in understanding AKC Herding. On Sunday we will move down 
to the practical portion of the Seminar. We will have demonstrations of the varies parts of an 
AKC A course with trained and titled dogs and their handlers. The plans are to have ducks 
along side sheep and goats for the demo runs. Again this will show what AKC is looking for 
and how to get the highest score. This seminar is mandatory every 4 years for an AKC 
Herding Judge. Also to become a judge, the person will have to pass the test given at the 
end of the seminar. The charge for the 2 day seminar is $35.00 which includes lunch on 
Saturday.  

There are only a handful of Herding Seminars in the entire country. The weekend on April 5 
and 6 will be filled with Herding Information unrivaled in Albuquerque. The Central New 
Mexico GSD Club is proud to sponsor this fun filled and educational weekend Long Live 
Herding !!!!!  

Claudia Saiz Treasurer, CNMGSD Club 
Yahoo group: 
AlbuquerqueSheepherding 
 
 

Two Irish breeds, the Kerry Blue Terrier 
and the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier, are 
the only terrier breeds that are allowed to 

participate in AKC  herding events! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

 

Please give a specially warm vote of thanks to Laura 
Echeverria who works at the Quilt Works and is one 
of our members.  The Quilt Works coordinates with 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation by helping to quilt 
and distribute these lovely quilts to members of the 
Armed Services and Veterans.  The purpose of the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation is to “cover all service 
members and veterans touched by war with 
comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.  Laura  
arranged for Mic Hamilton and Dick Bruni to receive 
quilts.  Both men are Club members and definitely 
deserve this honor.  Both are pictured in the photo shown here.    

 

Due to the high number of requests, there will be a Barn Hunt Workshop on March 15 and the 
following weekend, March 22-23, will be a Barn Hunt official Hunt.  The premiums and 
information are available on the SDOC website.  Be sure to check for complete information 
there.  The address is: www.sdoc.org.  It will give a thorough look at the sport and how to train 
for it and then a chance to try out your new knowledge. 

 

Canine Physical Rehabilitation of New Mexico Open has relocated to a 
new facility in the Animal Neurology and Imaging Center at 5 Camino 
Karsten in Algodones.  This sounds like an exciting new addition to the 
veterinary services available to our dogs in the Albuquerque area. 

 

We have lost another valuable Club member.  Pictured here is Morgan 
Kramm helping to take down the fence at our old training site.  Morgan 
was known for his obedience trained German Shepherds.  We extend 
sincere condolences to his family. 

 

 

If you purchase the Abq Journal M-F, Saturday and/or Sunday, The Rio Grande 
Blue Star Mom's headquartered on 2nd street would appreciate you saving all the 
comics for them. They ship approximately 3000 boxes per year to troops overseas. 
 
A collection box will be set up in the lobby of SDOC. Please fill it with the torn our 
pages of comics from the daily and weekend Journal (Sunday has its own section of 
colored comics). Bonnie Hughes will collect them on a regular basis and get them 
to the Blue Star Mothers so we can bring just a little bit of laughter to our troops. If 
you want to personally write, stamp or sticker a little note to the soldiers, that 
would be great. 
 
Hopefully the trainers will mention this in their classes so everyone can participate. 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

THE RIGHT SIZE 
You Instructors in Basic Novice and Puppy probably take this for granted, but you’ll notice that you 
always have a goodly number of students.  Not too many BUT not too few. 
 
That stems from a very long time ago, maybe 20 years, when a kind of anemia appeared.  For the first 
time, registrations started to slow down, but scheduling didn’t slow down with it.  So a class would start 
on its appointed date, come heck or high water, even when it had only 3 students.  Instructors didn’t like 
that, of course.  Soon, schedulers and their schedules became flexible, allowing for delays when necessary 
to allow for more signups. 
 
We never pack classes. We figure that a dozen is about the limit, with half-a-dozen at a rough 
minimum.  We’ve got plenty of room of accommodate a dozen dogs and handlers.  The club has to pay its 
bills, but we’re not greedy, either. 
 
RUN-THROUGHS VOLS 
We can still use volunteers for a couple of months’ worth of Friday Night Run-Throughs (April and 
August).  Thanks in advance for filling in those gaps.  The signup sheet’s on the bulletin board in the 
training room.  So far, the lineup for the rest of the year includes Vicki Wilson, Jane Winkler and Talya 
Bowland.  Thanks to those three, and to Julie Brozek, Amy Hendrickson and Maggie Gee for running the 
run-throughs earlier this year. 
 
STEWARDS: WANTED 
The club can always use more stewards for its May Obedience and Rally Trials, so please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the training room.  No experience necessary.  Free lunch.  Please be generous with your 
time.  You’ll be accommodated if you’re showing that Friday.  We've got your back.  Estelle Metz is the 
Chief Steward this year.  The list thus far is growing but still way short of the number of volunteers the 
club needs for this premier event. 
 
THANKS, MAGGIE, PEGGY, GAYLE, BETTY 
The annual Key Exchange went off smoothly once again.  Thanks to former President Maggie Gee for 
honchoing the effort.  Special thanks to Agility’s Peggy Chandler and Gayle Elliott for working the 
exchange table while I smiled and pretended I wasn’t sick.  Extra special thanks to Treasurer Betty 
Pearson for paying the bill. 
 
THANKS, PAM 
Thanks to Pam Jones for taking a session of the Friday Run-Throughs when the scheduled “driller” had to 
deal with some canine medical emergencies.  The dogs are fine and the run throughs ran, thanks to Pam. 
 
SUMMER DOLDRUMS? 
We’ll see what this summer brings.  Normally, demand falls as the temperature rises, but last year was a 
big exception as we stayed almost as busy as we are in winter, spring and fall.  So, don’t be surprised if I 
interrupt your sunbathing to teach a class. 
 
John Clendenin 
Obedience Training Director 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

February General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The February 28, 2014 General Meeting was held at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro and was called to order 
at 7:02 by President Jeff Robb. Present were Karen Provine, Estelle Metz, Amy Hendrickson, Terri 
Brown, Gloria Napper-Owen, Betty Pearson, Obedience Director John Clendenin, Agility Co-Chairs 
Barbara Petersen and Peggy Chandler. Absent were Pam Sehmer, Michele Lohmassen, and Tracking 
Director Leslie Swisher. 
Estelle Metz made a motion that the January minutes be accepted as written. Donna Sloan seconded and 
the motion passed. 
 
President’s Report Morgan Kramm, a long time member, passed away recently. Also, Jeff Potter who 
has been a member for a number of years and very active in agility has been diagnosed with cancer. He 
is working with Paws and Stripes to re-train one of his Aussies to be a service dog. Please keep him and 
his wife in your thoughts and prayers. In May, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque has once again asked us to 
participate in their K9 celebration. We usually do demonstrations of obedience, agility, nosework and 
answer questions about what we do and it is a nice way to interact with the public. A big thanks to Karen 
Provine and Jacque Obermeyer for the 2014 membership directory. 
 
Vice President’s Report Don’t forget to pick up your membership directories! 
 
Treasurer’s Report Given and on file 
 
Recording Secretary’s Report Nothing at this time 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report Barb Mitchell reports she received a nice thank you note from 
Terry Anderson for the flowers Barb took her after her surgery. Barb also reports Maggie Gee also took 
care to see that flowers were sent to Bill Chambers after his surgery, while Barb was out of town. After a 
lengthy set of e-mails between Maggie and Lisa Strickland, SDOC will move forward and advertise at 
the May 2014 trials that the May 2015 trials will be the Region 7 qualifying trials for 2016 NOC with a 
“save the date”. AKC announces that Congress passed the Farm Bill with two improvements to the 
Animal Welfare Act. Estelle has a copy of the post with complete details. AKC has a list of 
recommendations to address the concerns of dog on dog attacks in the group exercises. It will be posted 
in the vestibule. 
Stewards are still needed for the May trials. A sign up sheet is posted in the training room. 
 
Obedience Director’s Report The key exchange is tonight. Make sure to get your new key as the 
building has been rekeyed and your old key will not work. The office keys remain the same, as well as 
the agility field keys. To sign up for the trophies for the May shows, contact Jeff or Cathy Robb. To sign 
up for the supporters page, contact Toi Tschohl. 
 
Tracking Director’s Report The TDX test is this Sunday. The draw will be at 9:45. Good luck to all. 
 
Agility Director’s Report The Agility Trial will be held on March 14,15 and 16 at the Sheriff’s Posse. 
Our entries seem to be higher than last year. The Gerry Brown Seminar has been approved by the board, 
and more information will be out. Two new classes starting soon. 
 
If anyone has copier problems, please call Maggie Gee. 
 
Membership Readings 1st reading Rena Covell 2nd reading Chris and Karen Norfolk Welcome! 
Hospitality this month was provided by Gloria Napper-Owen and Jo Ashburn 
 
Meeting Adjourned @ 7:36 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

Assistant Editor’s Note: I was recently reminded of the 

importance of this information when a young relative 

posted a video of her infant son  with the family’s toy dog, 

who was cornered on the sofa and submissively licking the 

baby’s face while the baby happily squealed and yanked on 

the dog’s fur.  Comments posted by her friends were 

overwhelmingly positive—Oh, how cute, what a good dog, 

and so on.  Having seen the not-so-cute outcomes of some 

of these type of canine-child interactions, I was horrified.  

Please don’t assume that  the information in this article is 

common knowledge—it’s not! 

It’s sound advice given frequently: Supervise your dogs and 

kids while they are together. Breeders warn parents, “Don’t 

leave the dog alone with children, no matter how friendly 

the breed.” Veterinarians advise, “Never leave a dog and a 

child in the same room together.” Dog trainers explain, “All 

dogs can bite so supervise your dog when you have 

children over.” Everyone knows the drill. So why doesn’t it 

work? Why are there an estimated 800,000 Americans 

seeking medical attention for dog bites each year, with over 

half of these injuries to children ages 5-9? 

The bites are not a result of negligent parents leaving Fido 

to care for the baby while mom does household chores, 

oblivious to the needs of her children. In fact, I’ve 

consulted on hundreds of dog bite cases and 95% of the 

time the parent was standing within 3 feet of the child 

watching both child and dog when the child was bitten. 

Parents are supervising. The problem is not lack of 

supervision. The problem is no one has taught 

parents what they should be watching. 

Parents generally have not received any education on what 

constitutes good dog body language and what constitutes 

an emergency between the dog and the child. Parents 

generally have no understanding of the predictable series 

of canine body cues that would indicate a dog might bite. 

And complicating matters further, most parents get 

confused by the good intentions of the child and fail to see 

when a dog is exhibiting signs of stress. The good new is 

all of this is easy to learn! We can all get better at this. 

Here is a simple list to help you improve your supervision 

skills: 

Watch for loose canine body language. Good dog 

body language is loose, relaxed, and wiggly  Look for 

curves in your dog’s body when he is around a child. 

Stiffening and freezing in a dog are not good. If you see 

your dog tighten his body, or if he moves from panting to 

holding his breath (he stops panting), you should 

intervene. These are early signs that your dog is not 

comfortable. 

Watch for inappropriate human behavior. Intervene if 

your child climbs on or attempts to ride your dog. Intervene 

if your child pulls the ears, yanks the tail, lifts the jowls or 

Why Supervising Dogs and Kids Doesn’t Work 
By Robin Bennett,  http://www.robinkbennett.com/ 

Note the good intentions of the kids. Note the closed mouth 
and half-moon eye of the dog. Intervene 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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AKC News and Updates 
March 4, 2014 

  Your 2014 Obedience Advisory Committee 
The American Kennel Club Companion Events Department is pleased to announce an 
Obedience Advisory Committee meeting will be held in the summer of 2014. 
 
The fancy will be solicited for input concerning recommended changes to the current AKC Obedience 
Regulations. Your recommendations for obedience will be accepted from March 5, 2014 through 
March 31, 2014. 
 
The following committee members were selected based on their experience and expertise as judges, club 
members and exhibitors. 
2014 Obedience Advisory Committee Members 

 
We encourage you to show your support for the sport of Obedience by submitting your recommendations, 
thoughts, and ideas for change during the solicitation period, after which time the submission process will 
close. All recommendations can be submitted at http://www.tfaforms.com/316413. 
 
All submissions that are received during this time period will be presented to the committee for review. After 
the conclusion of the committee meeting, all recommendations moving forward will be published on the AKC 

web site for review and comment by the fancy for 30 days. 
 

-Janice Anthes  

Louise Botko Minnesota 
Phyllis Broderick New Jersey 
Lynn Eggers Texas 
Greg Feathers Florida 
Rick Garvin Kansas 
Sharon Redmer Michigan 
Carolyn Wray Oregon 

otherwise pokes and prods the dog. Don’t marvel that 

your dog has the patience of Job if he is willing to tolerate 

these antics. And please don’t videotape it for YouTube! 

Be thankful your dog has good bite inhibition and 

intervene before it’s too late. 

Watch for these three really easy to see stress 

signals in your dog. All of them indicate you should 

intervene and separate the child and dog: 

-Yawning outside the context of waking up 

-Half-moon eye – this means you can see the whites on 

the outer edges of your dog’s eyes. 

-Lip licking outside the context of eating food 

Watch for avoidance behaviors. If your dog 

moves away from a child, intervene to prevent the 

child from following the dog. A dog that chooses to 

move away is making a great choice. He’s saying, “I 

don’t really want to be bothered, so I’ll go away.” 

However, when you fail to support his great choice 

and allow your child to continue to follow him, it’s 

likely the dog’s next choice will be, “Since I can’t get 

away, I’ll growl or snap at this kid to get the child to 

move away.” Please don’t cause your dog to make 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2014 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Jeff Robb 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Gloria Napper-
Owen, Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Lisa Frankland, Allie 
Wimber and Peggy Chandler 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om  
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Jody Head and her Bouvier, Konrad, took BOB for a 3 pt major in Hobbs.  His first major was from the 6-9 
puppy class at our May shows last year. 

 Marcia Sullivan reports that Koko stunned them in Denver, getting a major and 7 points toward her GCH.  She 
now has 11 points and both majors. 

 Hallie Ray and Zia, her Sheltie, went to Lubbock and won three classes:  PreNovice both days with a 196 and a 
198.5, and Graduate Novice with a 194. 

 Penni Adrian‘s Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Lowri .earned HIT at an All-breed herding trial in Georgia in December. 

 Leonore Abordo reports that 2013 was a very good year for the hounds of Oxota! 
 Borzoi Bladerunner (photo at left) is #1 NOFCA & 
Hawk (Silken Windhound) is #2, both qualifying for the Grand 
Course. NOFCA is the oldest organized open field coursing 
organization in the US; the Grand Course is the annual 
invitation-only championship event.  
 Tanforan (below) is #1 MBC AKC LC (Midwest 
Borzoi Club, the largest Borzoi-only club in the US, AKC Lure 
Coursing ranking) , #1 Region 3 ASFA (American Sighthound 
Field Association, the oldest lure coursing organization in the 
US), & #11 LGRA (Large Gazehound Racing Association, 
amateur straight-racing). 

 GyRo is #16 AKC OHS (t) (AKC conformation 
ranking in the Owner Handler Series); Hal is BOB ASFA 
Region 5 Invitational (lure coursing, Best of Breed at the 
invitation-only Regional). 
 dogs I bred: Cinquedea is #3 ASFA & #9 NOFCA; 
Ash is AKC LC #8; Cinquedea is BOB ASFA Region 8 
Invitational; over in Finland, Maggie is named Kaunis 
Juoksija at the Finnish Nationals (highest combined scores in 
conformation and lure coursing) & FBC’s Versatility Award! 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Imagine your concern if you came home to find your dog unable to walk, unresponsive, or in a 
coma. This is becoming more common as marijuana begins to lose its illicit status, at least in 
some areas of the world. As the decriminalization and even legalization of marijuana has 
occurred, cases of toxicity in animals have unfortunately increased. Marijuana seems to have a 
much more profound effects in pets than in humans. 

Marijuana Facts and Statistics 
The Pet Poison Hotline has reported a 200% increase, over a five year period, in calls asking 
about marijuana and pets. California and Colorado both passed legislation to legalize medical 
marijuana usage. At the University of California, Davis, Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital 
there were four cases of marijuana toxicity in 2010, but there were 27 cases in 2013. Two 
Colorado veterinary hospitals reported a four-fold increase over the last six years, and this was 
before marijuana became legal. All but two of these cases lived; two dogs who ate cannabis 
butter died. In a 2002 study of 250 cases, 96% of cases occurred in dogs (dogs will eat 
anything!). In this group there were two fatal cases, one was a cat, and the other a horse. 

Signs of Marijuana Toxicity 
The active ingredient in marijuana is THC, tetrahydrocannabinol. THC affects neurotransmitters, 
so when toxicity occurs, neurological signs are the most common symptoms. These symptoms 
include depression, lack of coordination, dilated pupils, tremors, seizures, and coma. Other signs 
that can occur are vomiting, salivation, low blood pressure, slow heart rate (but sometimes a 
fast heart rate can happen). Death is rare. 

Exposure in Pets 
Pets are usually exposed by ingesting marijuana, or foods that contain extracts of marijuana. 
Signs can develop within 30 to 90 minutes after exposure. THC stays in the body up to five 
days, but symptoms usually last up to 72 hours. 

When a veterinarian is presented with a patient where marijuana toxicity is suspected, but the 
history cannot confirm (either because the owners are not aware, or don't want to admit it), a 
urine test can be used to detect marijuana. 

Treatment for Exposed Pets 
Dogs and cats with marijuana toxicity require hospitalization. Treatment may include inducing 
vomiting if the ingestion occurred very recently (within 30 to 60 minutes), the patient is awake, 
and it is safe to do so. Activated charcoal is also administered, often every eight hours for the 
first 24 hours as this helps to bind the THC so it is not absorbed into the body. Intravenous 
fluids are started to help flush out the toxin, and to help maintain blood pressure. The pet 
patient's temperature, blood glucose, and blood pressure are closely monitored. Other 
symptoms, such as seizures or vomiting, are treated if they appear. 

Many pets will eat anything, so vigilance is needed to keep them out of trouble. Marijuana 
poisonings are becoming more frequent, and can cause severe symptoms in pets. Pet owners 
need to be aware of what is accessible in a pet's environment and keep their pets safe. 

                                                                  Continued on p. 11 

Marijuana Toxicity in Pets 
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DOUBLE 

Q 

The spring trial season is here.  For the diehards who never gave up training through the icy winter months, it is a 
chance to put all that practice to the test.  For those sensible people who find 30mph winds and freezing temperatures 
unappealing, their rested teams can jump in with refreshed vigor! 
The March Agility Trial has a respectable number of entries and, with the help of a talented Trial Committee, we are 
looking forward to a great time March 14th to 16th.  This will be the first time judging in Albuquerque for Jeffrey Ipser 
of Ohio and Kylie Bourke of California, so while we truly appreciate the judges that many of us have trialed under 
frequently, it will be fun to experience our new judges’ vision and challenges. 
PUT ON YOUR CALENDARS NOW the return of Gerry Brown for a seminar September 26-28.  Gerry has a great gift 
for seeing each team as unique, with different needs and strengths, being equally generous with his time regardless of 
breed or talent.  He utilizes elements of the different schools of agility handling that allows him to work with a variety of 
handlers.  More information will be available soon. 
If you have noticed the fantastic new agility poster in the SDOC entry-way, thank Stephanie Kouretsos and Clint Wolf!  
What a great job, and what great dogs are on display! 
 
Peggy Chandler & Barbara Petersen 
SDOC Agility Co-Directors 
chuckchandler1@comcast.net & Bep2003@aol.com 
505-890-4763  &  505-266-6429 

Some people ask about intentionally giving their pet marijuana for arthritis 
or other pain relief. Dr. Lori Green, a critical care veterinarian at the San 
Francisco SPCA Veterinary Hospital, discourages using marijuana as a 
treatment. 

Marijuana has much more adverse effects in pets than in people, and there 
is no research showing that marijuana helps relieve pain or has any other 
beneficial effect in pets. Dr. Green says there are more effective, safer, and 
approved drugs that veterinarians have in their pharmacies. 

If your pet requires pain management, speak to your veterinarian about 
proven pain management options 

Marijuana Is Not A Treatment For 
Pets 

Just in case you haven’t seen a 
growing marijuana plant, this 
is an illustration of one.  If you 
see one, pull it up! 
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Continued from p. 9 

Sources:   

McKnight, Katrina. "Marijuana Toxicosis." Veterinary Technician, April 2003 

American Animal Hospital Association. "Medical Marijuana Boom Posing Health Threat to Garbage-Eating Pets." January 
2014. 

ASPCA. "Animal Poison Control." 2014 

Seligman, Katherine.  “Dog’s Pot Poisoning Soars as Pets Dig Through Trash, Stash.”  January 10, 2014 
 
Article reprinted from the monthly newsletter of the South Valley Animal Clinic in Albuquerque, NM.  It may be reprinted 
as long as credit is given to the Clinic and then Sources at the end are given.  We are grateful for this timely 
information.. 

Editor’s Note: I got this as an e-mail from Ron Cole who has been the Newsletter Editor for the San Francisco Dog Training 

Club for many years. One of the many dog club newsletter editors I exchange newsletters with. 

Hello Everyone, I just had to relay this very funny, but true dog story. 

Lynn and I have had subscription series tickets to the San Francisco Ballet for more than a decade. Some of the ballets 

we have seen multiple times, as was the case last Tuesday night (January 28, 2014) when we saw Giselle by Adolphe 

Adam.  It was the third or fourth time for us for this particular ballet. As we neared the San Francisco War Memorial Opera 

House, where Giselle was being performed, we noticed a man walking a rather large Borzoi (Russian Wolfhound) and 

commented on it.   

 

The ballet takes place in an idyllic village set within the rolling hills of a vineyard near the Rhine River during the  

middle ages. The villagers and the nobility mix and are introduced in the first Act. After the nobility arrive and the audience is made  

aware that hunting game is a big activity of this region, two Borzoi appeared on stage up front, but to one side so as not to interfere  

with the dancing. The dogs, one large (probably the one we had seen earlier) and a smaller one, undoubtedly a female, were on the  

stage not more than a minute or two, when the larger male mounted the female and vigorous (and I do mean vigorous) copulation  

ensued. While from our orchestra seats we could hear no audible sounds from the dogs who were hotly going at it, there was a gasp  

from the audience and (pun intended) a large collective howl, which stopped the music and dancing dead in their tracks for a few min 

utes. The first attempt to separate them failed, but eventually, they were gotten off stage and the dancing and music continued. 

 

I'm not much of an expert on dog breeding, but it is my belief that a female will not accept a male unless she is ready to conceive. So, 

this bitch must have been in full season. How a breeder or dog owner would allow a female to be on stage with an intact male is be 

yond belief. Nonetheless, it did happen. And while San Francisco Ballet, one of the top companies in the world with principal dancers 

from all over the world, can mount a full length ballet like Giselle four or five times in a season with 4 or 5 different casts of principal 

dancers, and achieve excellent results with each, I'm sure that none of the other subsequent performances contained the show stop 

ping canine mating scene that we witnessed. I'm not making this up! It really did happen! Ron 

 

Reprinted with a giggle from the Pasanita  Obedience Club News who got it from the San Francisco Dog Training Club’s Newsletter editor, Ron Cole 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
March 28 
April 25 
May 27 
June 27 
July 25 (Ice Cream Social) 
August 29 
September 26 
October 31  (Halloween Party) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

March 25 
April 22 
May 27 
June 24 
July 22 
August 26 
September 23 
October 28 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 
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