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The hundreds of balloons of the Grand Finale (known locally as the Mass As-

cension) of the Albuquerque Balloon Festival rose over Albuquerque as we 

were plotting the VST tracks for Sandia Dog Obedience Club's fourth VST test 

on Sunday. It was a day made for balloons and tracking. Linda Baschnagel and 

I judged seven future Tracking Champions as they tried for their VST leg at the 

University of New Mexico. One was within 50 yards of the last article on the 

last leg, when something distracted her and drew her off the track. Another was 

100 yards from the end, dead on the track, when something caused him to 

veer off the track just long enough to miss the third article. Both were heart 

breakers, as both dogs had worked hard to get to that point. It reinforces the 

belief that VST is not easy. The other five dogs all did credible jobs, but it just 

wasn't their day. 

 

We saw some great handling at this test and all of the dogs got past the first 

corner, several getting well into the track before they had problems.  

 

SDOC always provides excellent tracklayers who do a very professional job. 

Thanks this year to veteran tracklayers - Chief Tracklayer Ken Colliier, Pat 

Sayles, Leslie Swisher, Jo Ashburn and Annie Newsted. And a big hand for 

"probie" tracklayer, Tara Wheeler, who laid her first ever track and did an out-

standing job. She was eager to learn what ever we wanted to teach her. Tara is 

going to be a great addition to the tracking community at SDOC.  

 

Chairperson Laurel Shelton wore many hats, as chair people often do. Thanks 

to Laurel for her excellent care of the judges and the workers. When ever and 

wherever we walked out of a track, She was always there with food, water and 

a ride. Secretary Lynn Wilson did a superb job, as usual. He was the logistics 

guy on the day of the test, directing exhibitors and spectators to the next track. 

We never had to wait for a tracklayer or an exhibitor. 

 

Thank you SDOC – it is always a great ride in Albuquerque!  

 

Jean Hilbig 

 



Page 2 Scents & Nonscents 

How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—Will start up again August 5.  Same times:  2:45 for Advanced, 
4:00 for Beginners every Sunday. 

THURSDAYS:   6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

SUPER DRILL CLASSES on Tues. mornings and Thurs. afternoons have been ex-
tended for 2 months.  Tues. Through November at 9:00 and 10:15.  Thurs. from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. through November 29.  No Class on Thanksgiving Day. 

NOVICE DRILL CLASSES:  Thursdays with Janice Anthes at 9 a.m.                                      
   Wednesdays with Catherine Waters at 6:15 p.m. 

8/6/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m.  Canine Good Citizen class with Marcia Sullivan 

8/23/12:  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Basic Rally Class (for all levels) with Jacque Obermeyer 
and gang. 

8/26/12:  Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Basic Novice with Lisa Berry and Vicki Wilson 

9/8/12:  Beginning Novice with Dee Falk. 

9/8/12:  KPT? with Dee Falk  ?? 

9/11/12:  Thurs.  6:30 p.m.  Agility Drill, Emphasis on attention/focus skills with 
Phyllis Collier  (ONGOING DRILL CLASS) 

10/2/12:  Tues.  7:30 p.m.  Kindergarten Puppy Training with Donna Tucker 

10/4/12:  Thurs.  7:30  Beginning Novice with Barb Mitchell & Michele Lommasson 

10/24/12:  Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Novice with Dee Wright. 

10/31/12:  Wed. 6:15 p.m.  Intermediate Novice with Jeff Robb 

11/17/12:  Sat.  10:30  Beginning Freestyle and Tricks class.  Must have basic Nov
  ice skills for this class.  No holiday breaks for this class. 

 

There will be no new classes starting in December due to the Holidays.  Look for lots 
of new classes in January! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

We have several upcoming events to announce: 

  The 2012 Doggy Dash & Dawdle sponsored by the Animal Humane As-
sociation of New Mexico will be held on November 4th.  A flyer is out, but you can sign 
up or get more information from AHA.  Laurel Drew also has a flyer with all the details. 

  The New Mexico Rottweiler Club Temperament Test has been 
cancelled for November.  It will be held on April 27, 2013.  Any entry fees al-
ready paid will be refunded.  The judge was unable to come due to a conflict. 

  The Engilsh Setter National Specialty will be held here in Albuquerque.  
To get premiums, you can check our website or check the ESAA website at:  
www.esaanational.com  There will be obedience, agility and CGC/TDI trials and events 
open to all breeds on Wednesday.  Go have a look!!! 

Gloria Napper-Owen is in need of more ring volunteers for the Novice/Open 
Agility trials to be held on Oct. 20/21 at the Club site.  If you are a student in 
one of the beginning agility classes, here is a great time to come and help 
with a trial and see what actually goes on.  The jobs are not technical and 
you will be amazed at how much you learn.  Please contact Gloria at: nap-
perow@comcast .net if you can help. 

On Thursday, Oct. 11, the UNM students did a lot of clean-up at the training site, start-
ing at 7:30 a.m.  The field was totally cleaned up, weeds pulled, bushes trimmed and 
everything made neat and ready for the upcoming on site Agility Trial.  These students 
are from the UNM Athletic Trainers Assoc. and do this as their community service pro-
ject once a year.  We are very grateful for their help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SDOC Training Site will be closed to all use Friday Oct. 19-Sunday Oct. 21 for use 
as the Agility Trial Site.  This means there will be no Friday Night Run-Thrus, no Satur-
day Classes, and No Sunday Classes or Drills.  There may be one exception if the Sun-
day Morning Nosework Class still meets off-site.  Check with Amy Hendrickson the 
trainer for information. 

June Rovinsky, wife of Saul and a past President of SDOC died Tuesday 
night, October 9.  Services were held according to Jewish tradition on Thurs-
day, Oct. 11.  We will all miss this generous, kind and supportive member of 
SDOC. 

The UNM Clean-up 
Crew at SDOC Oct. 11 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

   As the Training Year winds down, we're already scheduling classes the will end near and beyond the fes-
tive season.  So, please don't celebrate the holidays this year.  We're much too busy.  Signed, Humbug 
 

WITH GRATEFUL GRATITUDE 
Many thanks to the Instructors and Assistants who filled some clumsy shoes as the year winds down.  We 
had to meet high public demand for classes and only had slots to offer on the most awkward of starting 
dates.  But it was either that or attempt to schedule classes that would stall for the holidays, then resume in 
2013--a situation much to be avoided.  By teaching classes that start very late in October, you enabled the 
club to graduate these classes before Christmas.  Then we can start with a clean slate in the new year. 
 

FRIDAYS THE '13th 
I'll soon have a Friday Night Run-Throughs signup sheet posted for calendar 2013.  For 2012, the slots 
filled quickly.  If you don't know the signup drill, here's how it goes:  first come, first served to volunteer 
to run a month's worth of Fridays, except club meeting nights and when special events or holidays cause 
us to cancel.  The run-throughs DO count toward your hours for the Training Year. 
 

WEDNESDAY DRILL'S OFF 
The last Wednesday night Novice Drill with Catherine Waters will be Oct. 24.  Then it resumes Jan. 16 in 
its usual 6:15 slot.  Thanks, Catherine, for running this show.  Still running (at least as of this writing) is 
Janice's Anthes's Novice Drill Thursday mornings, but I know that Janice plans to take some time off over 
the holidays, so check the web site and e-mail list for updates.  Novice Drill is a bulwark (yes, I checked 
the spelling) of our Obedience program and we can't do without it. 
 

SUPER DRILL'S BACK ON 
Pam Sehmer has resumed her Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon Super Drill for two months only--
October and November.  For dates when the drill won't meet, check the class page of the club's web 
site, www.sdocnm.org. 
 

CANINE FREESTYLE & TRICKS 
As in holiday seasons past, we try to schedule a class in prime time that's a bit out of character with our 
usual Obedience training.  This year, it's Canine Freestyle & Tricks with Pam Jones and Julie Brozek.  For 
the uninitiated, this is an introduction to dancing with your dog, with tricks as a basis for learning to do 
just that.  The class will meet Saturday mornings starting in November.  Check the club's web site for start 
date and time. 
 

NOSEWORK CLASSES 
Amy Hendrickson has already started Sunday morning beginning and intermediate Nosework 
classes (intermediate used to be called Continuing or Nosework II).  The Advanced class will move in-
doors when the temperature drops. 
 

BYE FOR NOW 
Here's wishing you and yours the happiest of Halloweens, even if you're not religious. 
 
John, OTD 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Agility Victory Lap 
By Annie Newsted 

As has become a tradition at the September agility trial, we hold a special event called Victory 
Lap. This event is a way to honor our retired agility dogs by giving them the recognition they 
deserve and the handlers a chance to run one more course with their special dog. This recog-
nition is for what these dogs mean to the handler, not how many titles they have won. 

Each dog gets to run a shortened course while the audience hears of the accomplishments of 
the dogs and what that dog means to the handler. They are then presented with individual-
ized ribbons to commemorate this special event listing the dog’s name and titles. 

This year we had 17 dogs entered. They ranged in age from only 5 (retired due to a cataract 
surgery problem) to almost 15 years old. Each one is a champion in their own right. We ap-
preciate the opportunity to recognize these special dogs. Check out the web site for photos 
and watch the “Victory Lap” of these special dogs. 

Stem Cell Therapy Seminar 
By Jill Warren 

All dog fanciers are invited to an educational program on stem cell therapy for dogs as part of 
the English Setter National Specialty week.  The program is Thursday, Nov. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Marriott Pyramid in Albuquerque.  The Presenter is Jeff Nichol DVM or Albuquerque.  It will 
last about an hour, but Dr. Nichol will stay additional time to address questions if there is inter-
est. 

You may have seen the article on Stem Cell Therapy in the Sept. 2012 issue of Clean Run, pp 
51-54.  Stem cell therapy is a type of regenerative medicine using the dog’s own stem cells to 
treat catastrophic and chronic injuries of joints, tendons, and ligaments as well as genetically 
based degenerative joint disease such as hip dysplasia.  Dr. Nichol will discuss how the therapy 
is done, what kinds of conditions it’s appropriate for, where to get it, and cost. 

The program is compliments of the Health and Genetics Committee of the English Setter Asso-
ciation of America, but we do ask that you register in advance by Nov. 2 so we can get a head 
count and reserve a meeting room of the appropriate size at the hotel.  Once we know the 
room, we will email participants with that information. 

The registration form can be found at: http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/NMDogAgility/
files/Seminars/  If you have further questions, please email Jill Warren privately at:  Es-
thete.es@comcast.net.  

Victory 
Lap Par-
ticipants 

at the 
SDOC 

Sept. Trial 
2012 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

September, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The SDOC General Meeting was held September 28, 2012 and was called to order by President 

Maggie Gee at 7:03.  Present was Vice President Saul Rovinsky, Estelle Metz, Amy Hendrickson, 

Karen  Provine, Ann Newsted,  Tracking Director  Leslie  Swisher  and Obedience Director  John 

Clendenin. Absent were Pam Sehmer, Debby Potter, and Gene Tatum.  

In the August minutes, Mica Tyler had her 2nd reading, and Mary Weir had her 1st reading.  Fol‐

lowing this correction, Estelle Metz made a motion to accept the minutes.  Jeff Robb seconded 

the motion and it passed.   

President’s Report     Thank You to Dora Cressy, the Trial Chair, and all the others who helped 

make the Labor Day weekend Obedience/Rally Trials such a success.  Thank You to Susan Neal, 

the Trial Chair, Mike and Karen Provine (Agility Equipment Managers), and all the others for a 

successful 3 day agility  trial  last weekend.   Thank You also  to Len Stans and Gene Tatum  for 

fixing the leaking pipe near the agility field gate (lots of digging on hot days!).  Upcoming items: 

Oct 14,2012 VST (Variable Surface Tracking) Test, Lynn Wilson, Trial Secretary.  Oct. 20‐21, on 

site agility trial‐ novice and open. 

Vice President’s Report   Nothing at this Time 

Treasurer’s Report     All reports have been submitted to the board.   If any member has ques‐

tions, please see the Treasurer. 

Recording Secretary’s Report   Thank you to all the trainers for keeping the equipment closet 

looking great.  There have been 0 complaints.   

Corresponding Secretary’s Report     SDOC has received a thank you from Evi Fox  in apprecia‐

tion of our fall obedience trial.  

AKC acknowledges receipt of our application for the all breed rally event to be held May 2013.  

We are not approved pending final approval of the associated obedience trial. 

AKC  acknowledges  receipt  for  the  tracking  test on  Jan  13,  2013  and  for  the  TDX on March 

3,2013. 

Talya Bowland and the Fuzzbutts (quote) sent thanks for the flowers, cards, and prayers sent. 

We have received information for the 2012 Doggie Dash and Dawdle scheduled for 11/4 at Bal‐

loon Fiesta Park including how to register online.  It will be in the vestibule. 

Tracking Director’s Report     There are 5 entries  for  the VST so  far and  the planning  is going 

well. 

Obedience Director’s Report      In Oct. and Nov. Pam Sehmer will have the Superdrill on Tue. 

And Thur. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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On Sat. at 10:30  there has been scheduled a Freestyle and Tricks class.    It will end after  the 

holidays. 

Nominating Committee   The nominating committee this year was looking for depth with their 

nominees and this is their slate:   

President Maggie Gee   

Vice President  Karen Provine 

Treasurer Betty Pearson 

Corresponding Secretary  Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary Amy Hendrickson 

Members at Large:  Terry Brown, Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes 

Other announcements:   English Setter all breed AKC Obed trial Wed. Nov. 7th at the Marriott 

Pyramid, and all breed AKC agility trial@ the Dairy barn Nov. 10‐11. 

ASCA agility trial will be held  Oct. 27 at Albuquerque Canine College. 

Next  General Membership Meeting  Fri.  Oct.  26.    Halloween  Doggie  Costume  Contest  and 

Games! 

Meeting Adjourned 7:33 

Submitted by Amy Hendrickson 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2013 OFFICERS/BOARD 
President:  Maggie Gee  

Vice Pres:  Karen Provine  

Treasurer:  Betty Pearson  

Corr. Sec:  Estelle Metz 

Rec. Sec:  Amy Hendrickson  

Board:     Terry Brown, Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Gene Tatum  
Additional Nominations may be accepted at the October General Membership Meeting 
but must be accompanied by a written letter of acceptance of the nomination.  Elections 
will be held at the November General Membership Meeting on November 13.  Note Date 
as it is early due to Thanksgiving Day weekend. 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2012 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 
can be reached 

at  
gtatum3@q.co

m 

Or 

255-1960 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 From Janice Anthes:  At the Grand Junction shows, Tempe Flat-coat) took two 4 point majors to fin-
ish her Ch. In style.  Rowdy Sheltie) had fun in the Rally Advanced Ring with 3 firsts and scores of 
100, 98, and 99.  Tempe celebrated by going swimming in a small muddy pond! 

 Chuck Chandler and Buster Aussie earned their Novice Agility Preferred at the SWAT trial and 
earned 2 As in Novice Standard at the SDOC trial. 

 Marcia Sullivan’s Shikinya Huskie now has her Therapy Dog title. 

 Jacque Obermeyer’s Donnagain IW received his registration as a Therapy Dog from TDI. 

 Clint Wolf’s Golden, Kaia, qualified in 12 of 15 entered rounds picking up double Qs number 15, 16, 
17 and 18 and Triple Qs 6 and 7.  She also picked up two 1st place legs in Beginning Novice at the 
SDOC trial in Sept. just as a back tracking effort to fill in that BN. 

 Leslie Carlson reports that Archer Finnish Spitz took 2 Selects recently at the shows at Purina Farms.  
He earned one at the SF National and then on Sat. took BOB and went on to Group 1 in Non-Sporting 
group.  If it had been up to Archer, he’d have BIS also as he did all he could, even bowing to the 
judge before his down and back.  Not to be out done, Archer’s daughter, Kirkas, debuted in Puppy 
Agility and did quite well.  She hammed it up for the crowd as she strutted around the ring! 

 Lisa Berry reports that her foray to the Working Pit Bull Terrier Championships in Buffalo, NY on 
Sept 29-30 was highly successful.  She took just Siren and competed in 5 events.  She took 3rd place 
in Conformation over 0ver 20 dogs, 2nd place in the Weight Pull, and 3rd e in Agility.  In Obedience 
she took 2nd place and in Protection she took 1st place with a spectacular performance.  With her 
combined scores, she won oberal Champion for 2012!  It was a very special honor, and Lisa sends a 
special thank you to the trainers she worked with along the way!  Marcie Jensen and Trinket Dobie 
earned a Double Q. on Sat. at the SDOC Agility Trials with 2 firsts. 

 Sherry Rogers and her Rottie Kenzie earned two legs and finished their UD in Amarillo!   

 Cathy Robb and Collie Ki finished their Rally Excellent title at the SDOC trials with two firsts! 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthlink. net 

or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Learn A Reg, Earn A Leg:  

“Don’t Make The Judge Think!?” 
By Hallie Ray c.2012 

I’ll start by stating that AKC Reps that I’ve spoken to really hate the statement, “Don’t make the 
judge think.” They feel variously that it impugns the capabilities of judges, implies that judges 
shouldn’t think, etc. So let’s restate, the way former AKC Rep Bob Squires liked to put it at 
AKC Obedience Seminars: If you make a judge think, “Oh, my goodness!” you’re at high risk of 
losing points. 

As a basis for judging, every judge must maintain a mental image of the perfect performance. 
That’s harder than it sounds, since this has to encompass all aspects defined in the regulations, 
without any additions, and be applicable to all dogs and all handlers. The judge’s perfect picture 
cannot include a flip finish with the dog higher than the handler’s shoulder, because a flip finish 
isn’t required, and because a Chihuahua is not ever going to be able to do that. The perfect 
picture can’t include an exact distance for the team to maintain from the Figure 8 posts, since 
that will differ between the 300# football player showing a Great Dane and the child showing a 
Chinese Crested. The picture can’t include both elbows on the ground for a down-stay, since for 
deep-chested dogs, that’s impossible. 

We all know that dogs can make plenty of mistakes, and we’ll never know why some of them 
happen. “He’s never done that before.” “But that’s her favorite exercise!” Those belong to the 
category of “Train, don’t complain” and we’ll not deal with them here. But we handlers can help 
ourselves avoid actions that cost points. 

How do we avoid the “Oh, my goodness!” response? First, be absolutely familiar with the 
current regulations. You can order a hard copy from the AKC website, but you can also 
download regs for free. Before every Obedience trial, re-read Chapters 1 and 2, as there are a lot 
of general rules there that people tend to forget. What kind of collar or leash, what classes you 
may enter, what about bitches in season…all that is answered here. Next, read the chapter 
pertaining to the class you’re entering, and read about the performance and scoring of each 
exercise. Finally, read the Judge’s Guidelines, for information on certain performance and 
scoring scenarios. When I started showing (back when the regs and guidelines were written on 
parchment scrolls…) the Guidelines were very hard to come by, but have some truly valuable 
information for exhibitors as well as judges. 

Entering Rally? You need to read those first two Obedience Chapters, and Chapter 3 (Novice) 
obedience, as well as the Obedience Judge’s Guidelines, since Rally defaults to Obedience 
regulations and standards except where Rally Regulations take precedence. And, you’re 
responsible for the Rally Regulations, the sign descriptions and performance standards, and the 
Rally Judging Guidelines as well. Whew! 

Now watch, or better yet, steward the class you’re planning to enter, at as many trials as you can. 
Notice things that make YOU think, “Oh, my goodness!” How does the judge score them? Most 
judges are very open to questions about scoring, and are willing to help you understand how they 
applied the regulations to a performance. Of course, you’ll not want to ask those questions 
during a class, but keep some notes to ask afterward. If an AKC Obedience Representative is 
present at a trial, he or she is also a wonderful resource for those questions. 

                                                                                             Cont. p. 11 
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Double Q     

 

The September Agility Trial was a great success; I heard many positive comments about how well 
the Trial was run.  Thanks to Trial Secretary, Nancy Culley for another outstanding job. Also the ef-
forts of Trial Chair, Susan Neal, Ring Stewards- Laura Echeverria and Linda Smith- and the many 
volunteers are appreciated by all.  The crews of UNM Students were great; taking care of many of 
the volunteer work assignments which freed the participants to spend more time with our dogs and 
less time working.   

The “Victory Lap Run” was a great experience again.  Watching the retired dogs, and handlers on 
the agility course, really demonstrates the special bond and team work that develops.  Finally, a spe-
cial thanks to Mike Provine who addition to managing the equipment was the MC for the “Victory 
Lap”: great job Mike.  

I heard several conversations at the Trial regarding the AKC Agility Trial Regulation changes for 
2013.  Changing the number of Trials from 8 to 12, could provide more changes to compete, but I 
am not sure that the number of local trials can increase and maintain the current level of participa-
tion. Maybe more opportunity for travel will result? 

I also heard several conversations regarding grandfathering of Q’s from the Masters (MACH) to the 
Preferred (PACH) titles- beginning in 2013.  This certainly would be an interesting opportunity.  Not 
having to start over again in Novice would be a good thing for older dogs.  The “Preferred” class’s 
lower jump height could extend dog careers while increase titling opportunities.   

I checked the regs on the AKC website and could not verify this change. The following is copied 
from the regs page 52 and 53.  

“There is no grandfathering of titles from the Regular classes to the Preferred classes or from the Preferred classes to the Regular classes. 

These classes are separate titling programs and in both cases the dogs must start at the Novice level.” 

I would recommend, if you are considering changing to the Preferred Class with the anticipation of 
grandfathering, you getting clarification from AKC.  This concern aside, extending your dog’s career 
is the best reason to consider the “Preferred Class”.   I do not second guess myself for moving my 
girl Bea to preferred. 

Agility Field: Please make sure the bathroom door is secure- closed and locked- when you leave 
the field.                                                                              —Gene Tatum, Agility Director 
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Cont. from p. 9 

Watching the class does several things for you: you’ll see how it flows, how handlers set up and perform the exercises, 
how handlers and judges cope with the unexpected, and…you may come away thinking, “Well, my dog can do that well 
or better! I think I’ll enter!” 

Any time you choose to stretch beyond the norm—which you’ve witnessed by watching and stewarding—you’re 
inviting the judge to think to herself, “Why did they do that?” But judges are not supposed to wonder why, just to score 
what they see. If they find themselves asking “Why,” they must instead think “What…” and then evaluate whether to 
penalize by deducting points. 

If you’re stretching the envelope, ask yourself why. Any time the answer is, “Because it helps my dog,” you are at severe 
risk of losing points. That may be a good gamble, especially if it’s a choice of qualifying with points lost versus non-
qualifying. But it’s still a gamble, and the farther you stretch the regulations, the more you risk points off, an IP, or an 
NQ.  

Experienced handlers sometimes take more risks, and leave it up to the judge to do the judging. Fido looks away during 
the signal exercise, and the handler holds the signal. When is it scorable? How many points? When does it NQ? That’s 
why judges are called “judges.” And why we love to see good, clean handling that doesn’t need any decisions—it’s 
obvious that no points need to be deducted. 

OK, now let’s go to the other side of the clipboard, where I’ll share some stories. What has made me think, “Oh, my 
goodness!?” There was a fad for a while of having dogs show their “utmost in willingness and enjoyment” by leaping 
above the handlers’ shoulders on a flip/spin finish. No problem…but since it was out of the ordinary, it made me think, 
“Oh, my goodness,” and look for the dogs touching their handlers, which must be scored.  

How about taking the dumbbell from the dog, and with a huge flourish of the left arm, bringing the dumbbell to rest on 
top of the left shoulder? “Oh, my goodness,” many handlers make this look like an extra signal, a target for the finish, or 
otherwise an aid to the dog, and that must be scored. 

Or the handler who, on every turn in the heel pattern, obviously snapped her head and shoulders first, then actually 
changed direction. “Oh, my goodness,” that was not walking in a natural manner, and must be scored. Add to that the 
team I described last month, marching in place on the turns. “Oh, my goodness, that’s adapting to the dog!”  Stepping 
toward the dog, to minimize a “wide heeling” error, is also obvious to the judge as adapting to the dog. “Oh, my 
goodness,” that must be scored. 

Handlers sometimes ask whether it’s scorable to watch your dog come in to the front position. If it’s done in a natural 
manner, following the dog smoothly, it won’t catch the judge’s notice. But watch some handlers, who snap their head 
down at the last second, making the judge think, “Oh, my goodness, that was an extra signal.” That could cost 3 points to 
an NQ! 

I was asked last weekend whether an unusual command was scorable. No problem, unless there is a pause between the 
dog’s name and the command, or the command is excessively long or drawn out. “Fido, Get-Close-Now!” can be OK, 
where “FIIIDOOO…..Get…Close…Now!” or “Fido, you #$%# dog, get close now or else I’ll leave you here and never 
come back for you again” are probably going to cost you. 

This also applies to Rally, especially in the upper classes, where it seems that handlers IP more often than their dogs! 
Don’t make the judge decide whether your pivot was in place, whether your “target”  or “signal” is really more of a 
“lure,” or whether you really did pause after the walk-around-the-dog exercise. Clean handling makes the judge’s job 
easier, and saves you a lot of points. 

Judging can be physically and mentally exhausting, but most of us do it because we really enjoy it; it’s certainly not 
because of the Big Bucks we make! We compare our exhibitors performances to our mental pictures of perfection, and 
score accordingly. And your scores will be higher if you don’t make us think, “Oh, my goodness!” 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

July 27  (Ice Cream Social) 

August 31 

September 28 

October 26  (Halloween Party) 

November 16  (Early due to T-Day) 

December 14 (Early due to Christmas) 

January 25, 2013 

February 22 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

July 24   

August 28  

September 25 

October 23  

November 13  

December 11 

January 22, 2013 

February 19 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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