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Inside this issue: 

In November, 2999, a tradition of awarding 
excellence in the volunteer community which 
supports the Canine Companions programs.  It 
honors former volunteer Geena Davis and hon-
ors leadership in volunteering in an assortment 
of ways.  Each year, the Volunteer community 
in the SW reagion (an area stretching from Ha-
waii to Arkansas, nominates people to receive 
this award.   

CC provides service dogs to folks of any age or 
gendere who need assistance with their lives.  
The dogs may assist with the hearing disabled, 
people in wheelchairs who need help picking 
up things, those with PTSD, the emotionally 
depressed or otherwise needy, etc.  If I’m not 
being pc, forgive me.  I can’t always think of 
the proper terms, but I sincerely appreciate and 
support both these folks and their dogs.   

The puppy training program takes approxi-
mately one year in a home with an individual 
who is committed to giving the puppy a loving 
home, obedience and home training plus a great 
deal of exposure to an assortment of stimuli 
which the puppy might later meet in his formal 
training or in life.  These little service dogs in 
training are wonderful pups, and our own 
Midge Sprenger has sponsored several.   

At the end of the puppy training, the pup are 
returned to the center where they receive for-
mal training and, if they qualify, are placed 
with their lifetime human companion.  If for 
some reason they are not able to complete the 
program, they are offered back to their puppy 
trainer for a permanent home.  Midge has had 
at least one sweet dog that she obtained that 
way.  

Midge has told me on several occasions about 
the program and her experiences as well as the 
wonderful graduation ceremonies where the 
dogs meet their new people, and the puppy 
raisers are given a chance to also meet those 
folks.   

Midge has been a great trainer, a whole-hearted 
supporter and fun raiser and a wonderful am-
bassador for the program.  We are delighted to 
announce that she was recently awarded the 
Geena Davis Award for 1211.  Midge says, “ 
This is an award that belongs to many, not just 
me.  I would like to thank everyone who has 
supported and encouraged my efforts along the 
way.  I appreciate your help.  I could not have 
done it alone. “  A long-time SDOC member, 

Midge has raised money for SDOC and for the 
Gaines Regionals (when they were held here in 
Albuquerque).  She often sells obedience 
equipment at our trials so many of you newer 
folks may know her from that and from her 
compiling of the special award information at 
the trials.  She often has one of those sweet CC 
puppies with her at the trials so stop and say 
howdy and pet the pups.  They always need 
more exposure!                         The Ed. 



Page 2 Scents & Nonscents 

How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—Excellent walk-thrus will start as close to 2:45 PM (Sundays) as 
possible and will be followed by Advanced class.  Novice walk-thrus will start close to 
4:00 PM.   Future dates are on the SDOC website. 

1/10/12:  Tues. 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  Super Drill with Pam Sehmer 

1/28-3/8:  Sat. 10:30a.m.  Beginning Novice with Lisa Berry 

1/18:  7:30 p.m.  KPT (Puppy Training) with Dee Wright 

1/19:  7:30 p.m.  Beginning Novice with Catherine Waters 

2/1/12:  6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

2/7/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Novice with Michelle Lommasson 

2/8/12:  9:00 a.m.  Novice Drill with Janice Anthes  (Ongoing) 

3/3/12:  Sat. 1:15 p.m. CGC Class with Marcia Sullivan.  This class will have a CGC 
test at end for those who graduate. 

3/12/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m. Beginning Novice with Estelle Metz 

3/29/12   Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Basic Novice with Jeff Robb 

3/29/12:  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Advanced Rally with new signs added.  8 weeks 

4/12/12:  Sat. 10:30 a.m.  Beginning Novice with Toi Tschohl  (No class 5/12 

4/17/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Utility with Janice Anthes to alternate with Be-
ginning Open 

4/24/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Open with Janice Anthes (Alternates with Be-
ginning Utility)  More info page. 3 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
REMEMBER THE RALLY SIGNS INTERPRETATION TO BE PRESENTED AT 7:30 P.M. 
ON  MARCH 22 BY JANICE ANTHES! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Conformation Prep Classes:  As of 2/25/12, Introduction to Conformation will 
start at 5:30, and Intermediate will start at 6:30 each  Sat. with Kim  Banales 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Janice Anthes will present a talk on the new Rally signs and their interpretation on 
March 22 (Tuesday) at 7:30 p.m. at the SDOC Training site.  Janice is an AKC judge 
for both obedience and rally and will provide the correct interpretations according to 
her information from AKC.  If you are interested in Rally, be sure to attend! 

The Cenntral New Mexico Brittany Club  “Show-N-Go” will be held on April 15, 2012 at the 
Edgewood Athletic Complex (just 20 minutes east of Albuquerque).  Show rings will start at 
10:00 a.m.  There will also be obedience rings which I believe will start about the same time.  
You can purchase tickets at one ticket for $1, seven tickets for $5, 15 for $10, and 30 for $20.  
Tickets can be used for either Ring Entry or the Raffle.  The Raffle is to benefit CNMBC Brittany 
Rescue.  It will be held at 12:00 p.m., and you must be present to win.  AKC Companion Animal 
Recovery Program MICRO-CHIPPING will be available for $25 per dog.  At 1:00 p.m., there will 
be a demonstration of Field Work for Pointing Breeds.  Rescued Brittany Dogs will also be avail-
able for adoption.  To get to the site, travel to the Edgewood Exit; turn north on State Rd. 344 
and travel approximately 2 miles to the Edgewood Athletic Complex on the west side of the 
road past Walmart.  There is limited shade so plan to bring some.  Witih the Spring Trials just a 
month away, this is a good event to attend!  For more information, contact Marco Banales eve-
nings at 505-8=384-1345. 

We hope to soon be running a column on AKC regulations and their interpretation.  There is an 
article on page 10 of the newsletter on this subject.  Let us know if you like it, please! 

The Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers CAT trial this past weekend was a big success with about 90 
percent of the dogs qualifying.  We had over 20 entries so it is also growing.  Despite Ma Na-
ture’s best efforts, it did occur, and it actually wasn’t bad out there.  On Sunday, the snow was 
go by about noon although then the wind took over and blew like crazy.  In spite of that, every-
one had a great time, and if you check our Brags page, you’ll see that several SDOC folks were 
successful.  Remember, this is open to all breeds and mixed breeds (AKC listed) other than 
sighthounds.  It is a very relaxed atmosphere, and with four trials in one weekend, we are able 
to allow dogs to earn their title in one weekend.  Also, you can go one to earn a CAAdvanced 
(10 qualified runs), and a CAExcellent (25 qualified runs).  BTW, AWFA will be holding two sets 
of Sighthound Coursing Trials at the same field on March 31/April 1 and on April  21/22.  Check 
with Laurel Drew or Leonore Abordo for details.  Spectators are welcome! 

Ever wondered what Tracking was all about?  Annie Newsted and Rosemary Burtch 
will be teaching an Introduction to Tracking class.  The dates are April 7, 14, 21 and 
28 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Locations will be at various public places IN Albuquerque 
(parking lots, parks, foothills, etc.)  Cost is $85.60 including tax.  This does NOT 
qualify as a free class for instructors.  The class is limited to 8 students and will 
likely fill quickly so contact Rosemary Burtch soon (if it has not already filled).   

Central NM GSD Club will hold a fun match on April 22at Hoffman Park.  Russell Godby (792-
9656 can provide details.  Registration is from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. with classes for Conformation, 
Obedience, and Rally starting at 9:00 a.m.  (Puppy Conformation will show first with regular 
conformation classes to follow.  Marcie Jensen, Lynn Finley and Dede Brownstein will be the 
obedience judges.  You can find a Pre-Entry on the CNMGSDC web site (www.cnmgsdc.org).  
Entries are (pre-entry $4.00 and day of $5.00).  Additional entries of a dog are $3.00.   

The Amarillo DTC will hold agility trials on Memorial Day weekend which will be held indoors at 
the Amarillo National Center.  If you are interested in obedience or rally trials in April, check out 
their other premiums at their website:  http://aotcdogs.com/Events.html  and for other informa-
tion about the atility trial.   



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin 

YOU'VE GOT A FUTURE: I'm always dreaming/scheming of ways to attract future Instructors (also 
known as Apprentices).  So I ask Instructors to keep your eyes open for talented students, whether in Ba-
sic Novice or Novice Drill or Beginning Rally, and encourage them to join the club and become Appren-
tices. 
 
I have the authority--and will readily use it--to appoint Apprentices and will quickly find assignments for 
them.  They are the future of Obedience, the future of our ability to maintain a strong Obedience program. 
 
PAPERWORK: Instructors, if you have Apprentices and Assistants that aren't already Instructors in their 
own right, be sure to complete the evaluation forms and get them to me.  We need to grease the wheels 
and keep new people on track for eventual promotion. 
 
OPEN and UTILITY: A nice, long stretch of advanced obedience training is in the offing. 
 
AKC Judge Janice Anthes has assembled an all-star cast to make these classes happen, including AKC 
Judge David Ray, Vi Bauhs and Terri Brown. 
 
Beginning Utility and Beginning Open will meet on alternating weeks, with Utility meeting one week, 
then Open on the next.  This format gives students a couple of weeks to absorb what they've learned in 
each session.  Each is an eight-week course, so together they will span about 16 weeks.  See the web site, 
www.sdocnm.org, for dates and times. 
 
You can take one or both classes--and you can AUDIT one and take the other, or audit both, or take both. 
 
Prerequisites are less stringent than in the olden days, when you had to have a CD to take Beginning 
Open, or a CDX to take Beginning Utility.  Beginning Open students need only be solid on the Novice 
exercises, with no CD under their belt.  For Beginning Utility, Janice only requires a SOLID retrieve.  No 
prerequisites at all for audits.  If you still wonder if you qualify, contact Janice. 
 
Registration is by the usual route, whether you audit or take the class with a dog.  Audits are FREE, but 
remember to register.  Trainer Privileges apply, of course. 
 
Open and Utility will start much sooner than originally planned, owing to some scheduling problems that 
came up.  Just in case you're wondering. 
 
STEWARDS: Guess who needs stewards for the May 11 Obedience Trials at the State Fairgrounds (aka 
Expo New Mexico)? Sign up on the sheet on the training site bulletin board. You don't have to have any 
knowledge or experience. Just a willingness to serve. 
 
TANX!: Thanks to the Instructors who took assignments recently:  Jeff Robb, Julie Brozek, Pam Jones, 
Maggie Gee, Janice Anthes, Vi Bauhs, Terri Brown, David Ray--and Vicky Wilson, who volunteered to 
run this March's Friday Run-Throughs. 
 
WATCH!: Keep a closer eye on the club's web site, sdocnm.org.  Changes come more frequently than in 
the past, and we often add notes to add clarity, making each class listing more user friendly, especially to 
the general public.  If you hear rumors about classes, what's on the web site trumps the rumors. 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Sheep tending is a type of herding.  AKC offers its C course for such herding.  What is tending 
and who does it? 

Tending is “living fence” type herding using a minimum of 20 head for a 45 minute course that 
takes the handler, sheep and dog from the pen, to road work, over the bridge, and into grazes, 
etc.  It is not fetching or driving as in the traditional types of herding that most people have 
watched...be it “BABE” or such.  The breeds that excel at this type of herding are labeled the 
“tending breeds...GSD, Briards, Beaucerons, Tervs, Belgians, and occasional other breeds. 

What makes this herding different from traditional 
herding?  Just as a border collie inherits “eye” for 
working sheep, the tending breeds inherit “living 
fence” behavior for working sheep.  This type of 
herding had its origins in France and Germany 
where farmers raised small numbers of sheep.  The 
shepherd would come by each morning and “pick 
up” neighborhood sheep and take them up to the pastures to graze.  The dog’s job was to 
keep the sheep in the pasture designated and NOT in the neighbor’s fields.  This was accom-
plished by the dog becoming a living fence keeping the sheep in that area.  When the sheep 
had finished one area, the shepherd would move the flock to the next spot.  Usually there 
were 100’s of sheep and 2 dogs working the flock.  At time passed, this type of herding be-
came the HGH trials that we see in Germany with a few in the USA.  AKC adapted the HGH and 
the French course, combining elements of both, to form the C course that we have today. 

We have an active group in the beginning stages here in Albuquerque.  Most handlers that try 
it, love it as it is not pressured type herding and with 
the right breeds is great fun.  Barbara Merickl DVM 
and Geri Abrams (Free To Be Me Ranch) have so 
kindly agreed to allow us to work in their pastures 
once we have finished the lower level training at 
Claudia Saiz’s South Valley Site.  Eventually we will 
be ready for trials here in NM within the AKC venue. 

 

SO…..if you have a tending breed and wish to try it out, contact: 

          Albuquerquesheepherding@yahoogroups.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary is a herding judge and is active in Tending, Herding and Nose Work.  We hope to see her 
and her wonderful dog ‘tending’ soon!   Two of the pictures are of her and Dela.    The Ed. 

Tending Comes to New Mexico 
By Mary Law Weir 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

February, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The meeting was held at  the training room at 7050 San Pedro  in Albuquerque.     The meeting 
was  called  to order  at 7:10 by President Maggie Gee.   Present were Board members  Estelle 
Metz, Amy Hendrickson, Ann Newsted, Karen Provine, Saul Rovinsky, absent were Toi Tschol, 
Debby Potter, Pam Sehmer, present also were Obedience Director John Clendenin, Agility Direc‐
tor Gene Tatum, And Tracking Director Leslie Swisher.Due  

to a technical difficulty, the minutes of the January general meeting published  in the February 
Scents and Nonscents had electronic file damage and had to be read aloud by Amy Hendrickson, 
Recording  Secretary.   A motion was  then made  by Donna  Tucker  that  same minutes  be  ap‐
proved by the membership and was seconded by Danny Metz.  The motion passed. 

President Report: Thank You to all who worked the TDX test February 5.   Six dogs entered and 
two passed.   Pat Sayles’ dalmation Pete passed and Mary Mac Gardner’s border  collie Zoom 
both passed.  Congrats!!! 

Trial season is upon us: March 16‐18 2012 SDOC AKC agility Trial BCSPA. 

Work  is ongoing for Spring AKC Obedience/ Rally Trial Friday May 11 2012 Expo New Mexico.  
Stewards are needed.   See Estelle Metz  to  sign up or  there  is a  sign up  sheet  in  the  training 
room. 

Corresponding Secretary Report: Dan’s Boot’s and Saddle’s gave a $75.00 memorial donation in 
Mary Lee Priesleys’ name to SDOC and a thank you went out  immedietly. 

 Toi  Tschohl    thanks  all  in  the  club  for  their  generous  cards,  flowers,  calls,  and  visits which 
brightened up her recent illness. 

Mark and Ann DelVecchio sent a $120 contribution to the club along with their yearly member‐
ship this year. A thank you went out. 

Treasurers Report: Total Income Jan 2012  10691.95 

                                    Total Expense Jan 2012   7613.98    

                                                           Net Income 3078.03               

Recording Secretary Report: Nothing at this time 

Tracking Directors Report: The Tracking group decided the VST in 2012 will be held on October 
14 at UNM.  Entries will be limited to 7 and will be $125.  Laurel Shelton will be Trial Chair and 
Penni Adrien will be slated to find judges. 

 A beginning tracking class will be started in April by Rosemary Burtch and Ann Newsted to run 8 
weeks.  It will be limited to 8 weeks. It will be exempted from trainer priveleges. 

The TDX test in 2013 will be moved from February 13 to March 3. 

Obedience Report: On May 31 Janice Anthes is starting an alternating weekly beginning open/
utility 16 week class at 6:15 .  Auditing is free and encouraged.  Vi Bauhs is her assistant. 

Another beginning nosework class has been scheduled for Sunday March 25 at 10‐11:30am for 
8 students. The continuing nosework class will move to 11:45‐1. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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New Business: A motion was made to dedicate the Spring 2012 Obedience Trial to Karen Paone, 
Nancy Pollock, and Mary Lee Priestley by Estelle Metz and was seconded by Laurel Drew.   The 
motion passed.   

SDOC will have  a  Spring Obedience  Trial  Trophy dedicated  “Nancy  Pollock Memorial High  in 
Trial” starting this year. 

Linda Herrera’s contract for October 2012 was approved. 

Lifetime training priveleges were approved upon three longtime members of SDOC.  Saul Rovin‐
sky, SDOC President for years as well as for doing many things for this club for this club not the 
least of which is this land and this building; Dick Bruni and Elinore Bruni who have handled agil‐
ity equipment management and yard cleanup; Terry Acre who has been in charge of obedience 
trial equipment for at least ten years. 

The Board reminds head  instructors:  if you cannot be at your class your assistant cannot be  in 
charge without another head instructor present due to our insurance. 

Los Alamos will not be having their fall trial this year. 

Conformation Class is over but another is starting April 15 

Join the Yahoo group if you’re not already a member, contact Rosemary Burtch 

1st reading…Jo Ashburn 

Second reading…Deb Vigil,  Patricia Tresidler 

 Meeting Adjourned 7:50 

 

It’s time to volunteer to help with 
our spring trials.  We need Stew-
ards for both Rally and Obedi-
ence, Hospitality people, Judge’s 
Hospitality and people to help set 
up and tear down the rings, etc.  
Contact The Trial Chairperson or 
John Clendenin to volunteer! 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2011 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at  

  

Or 

 

 

Double Q 
By Gene Tatum, Agility Director 

 
 
 

March Madness ‐ This term is synonymous with the National College Athletic Associa‐

tion’s Championship Basketball tournament.  In the Albuquerque Rio Grande Valley, Agil‐

ity also has its own form of spring madness.  There is local agility action almost every 

weekend‐ starting March 10th, concluding May 6th.  If you attend these local events, you 

realize how much the local organizations rely on each other.  Not just as participants, but 

as volunteer workers.  Without the volunteers, none of these events could be successful.   

As a consequence, the agility community in the Albuquerque area is a tight‐knit group.  

“Agility People” are active in many of the local clubs and organizations.  We all have 

vested interest in the success of our neighboring groups.  After all, an individual show 

success is a success for us all. The following is a list of local agility events:

                                                  

ASCA (Australian Shepherd Club of America) AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD ASSOC of NM March 10 & 11 

AKC (American Kennel Club) Sandia Dog Obedience Club March 16-18 

USDAA (Unites States Dog Agility Association) SWAT (South West Agility Team) March 24 & 25 

AKC VVKC (Valencia Valley Kennel Club) April 6-8 

ASCA Zia Australian Shepherd Club (ZASC) April  21& 22 

USDAA Regional’s  SWAT April 27 - 29 

NADAC (North American Dog Agility Council) SWAT May 5-6 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 

Cont. from page 8 

The USDAA regional April 27‐29 is a big deal for our area; plan on coming and supporting this event.   

The SDOC website contains info and links for these events.  Also check the Club website home page re‐

garding agility class schedule changes due to agility events.  

I realize that several of these events will be completed before this is published, but leave them on the 

list to illustrate the amount of activity this time of year and the need for the local agility community sup‐

port.   

I would also like to note that Linda Kipp‐ Cinder Lane Dog Agility‐ is a long term SDOC member and spon‐

sors UKI (United Kingdom International) agility trails.   

 Clint Wolf and Kaia Golden Retriever have started 
off 2012 with their very own collection of ribbons 
garnered at the ASCA Agility trial held in Las Cruces 
in February!  Wow, what a collection!!! 

 Laurel Drew and her newest puppy, Willow, trekked 
to Denver for the Denver KC and Plum Creek KC 
shows.  Willow did quite well, earning a 3 pt. major 
on Sat., Best Puppy of Breed on Friday, and Re-
serves on Sunday and Monday to majors.  Laurel is 
STILL flying! 

 Vickee Jones’ Gordon girl, Jada (Gemstone Barque of the Goddess JH, CGC came 
home from Scottsdale with a WB, BW, BOB for a 5 point major the first day!!!  T 
Then  she took RWB the third day, and was WB the last day for one more point!! 
Nice weekend for sure, Vickee! 

 Doc and Tux, Evelyn Vinogradov’s Aussies both earned 2 titles each (FD, Flyball 
Dog and FDX, Flyball Dog Excellent during the “RUFF, Leap Over the Rockies” North 
American Flyball tournament in Loveland, Co on Feb. 25/26.  On the weekend after 
that, Sunday March 4, Doc took a 5 pt. Major, Select Dog at the AKC conformations 
in Scottsdale, AZ.  Doc’s over 2/3 of the way toward his GCh.  Go Doc!  I guess 
that’s what we call Versatillity! 

 Lisa Franklland says Remi (Kerry Blue Terrier) channeled his inner Irish Wolfhound 
and earned his Coursing Ability title in three straight trials March 10/11. 

 Trinket, Marcie Jensen’s running fool of a Dobie earned 3 more legs toward his CAA 
(Coursing Ability Advanced) title the same weekend. 

 Karen Naughton and Bonnie Rudy had their Standard Schnauzers out to the CAT 
tests too, and both Domino and Shadow earned their CAs in three straight trials. 

 Julia Clough and Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Shanty who already has six titles plus his 
Championship added the CA to his list of titles this weekend at the CAT tests. 
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Learn A Reg, Earn A Leg:  The Fast in Obedience and Rally 
By Hallie Ray 

Let's look at the Fast, in Obedience and Rally. In the Obedience Regs, Chapter 3, Section 5: …” ‘Fast’ means 
that the handler must run, and the handler and dog must move forward at a noticeably accelerated speed.” 
In Chapter 3, Section 6: “Minor or substantial deductions shall be made…for failure of the dog or handler to 
speed up noticeably for the fast…” For a perfect score in the fast during the Heel exercises anywhere in obe-
dience, the handler MUST run, the pair MUST speed up noticeably, and obviously, the dog MUST stay in heel 
position. 
  
There has been a lot of hoo-rah from time to time about, “What if I can’t run?” Running is required for a per-
fect score. End of story. Without running, you can earn titles, place, win classes, take High in Trial, but can’t 
earn a perfect score. Fast walking is not running. Jumping from foot to foot--jogging slowly or with quick, 
short steps--without increasing forward speed is not running. Judges see that a lot. Some of us deduct for it. 
All judges should. 
  
This can be modified for someone who doesn’t locomote by walking/running (i.e., in a wheelchair.) There, 
the speeding up noticeably is required, and it’s the judge’s call as to what is fast enough to constitute 
“running” but such a handler might, conceivably, earn a perfect score without running (because they don’t 
walk or run…they roll.) 
  
What about the dog? It is not required that the DOG change gait. The dog must speed up, and will be penal-
ized for not maintaining heel position, but it does not have to break into a gallop. Can you imagine trying to 
run so fast that a well-built GSD or IW would gallop?  Yikes! 

  

How about in Rally? In the Rally Regs, for sign #18, Fast Pace, “Dog and handler must speed up noticeably.”  
This is the principal feature of the sign performance. It doesn’t specify that the handler must run, and rally 
signs never require more than is written in the description. My personal view is that, as a preparation for obe-
dience work, I’d certainly like to see the team take a few running steps for in executing this sign, but this is 
absolutely not required for Rally. 
  
Similarly, for sign #28, Halt/Fast Forward from Sit,  "handler commands and/or signals the dog to heel and 
immediately moves forward at a fast pace."  I actually took this question to an AKC Obedience/Rally rep, and 
found that again, since the sign description doesn't require a run, that is not necessary here either. Remem-
ber, though, that in Obedience heeling, the run will be required, so don't get into a fast-walk habit and forget 
to change things when you get to the Novice Obedience ring! 

  

[Note: Hallie Ray moved to NM last summer. She has trained and shown in obedience since 1977, has been 
an AKC Obedience judge since 1996, and has earned 8 UDs, an OTCH/U-OCH/UDX3, and several Rally, Agility 
and Herding Instinct titles on Shelties and a Papillon.) 
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SANGRE de CRISTO KENNEL CLUB 

BACK TO BACK AKC SANCTIONED B MATCHES 

Sunday March 18, 2012 – Santa Fe, NM 

Small Animal Building – Santa Fe County Fairgrounds 

3229 Rodeo Rd – Santa Fe, NM 87507 

Times: 10:30 AM and 2:00 PM 

Pre-Entries Close: March 16, 2012 $4.00 

On Site Entries Close: 10:00 AM and 1:30 PM $5.00 

Conformation Classes: 

3-6 month puppy 6-9 month puppy 9-12 month puppy Open Miscellaneous Junior show - -Novice Junior Novice Senior  
Open Junior Open Senior 

Parade of Champions 

Champions of Record and Major Pointed dogs may be entered in Exhibition Only. 

Morning judges: Linda Stebbins- Jr. Showmanship, Sporting, Terrier, Hound,  
Stevie Bernhard- Working,Toy, Sue Ptacek- Herding, Non-Sporting, Best in Match 

Afternoon judges: Jill Warren- Jr. Showmanship, Sporting, Terrier, 
Hound Juan Griego- Working, Non-Sporting Nancy Greigo - Herding, Toy, Best in Match 

Complimentary Lunch Raffle Meet the Breed 12 to 2PM 

Send Pre-Entries To: SDCKC 

C/O Ann Yarick, 1810 Calle de Sebastian Unit K2, 
Santa Fe NM 87505 

Information: Match Chairman, Jill Zeigler 505-983-3087 505-231 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Match Entry Form        

Dog’s Name___________________________________________________________ 

Sex_________AKC#__________________Class Entered___________________  Date of  Birth ____________________________ 

Breed_____________________________________  Owner’s Name____________________________________________________ 

Owners Name_____________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________  Phone# / E-mail______________________ 

# of entries (____)_AM_______PM________Total amount enclosed______________ 

I (we) certify and represent that the dog entered is not a hazard to persons or other dogs. 

Signature_________________________________ 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

March 30 

April 27 

May 25 

June 29 

July 27 

August 31 

September 28 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

March 27 

April 24 

May 22 

June 26 

July 24 

August 28  

September 25 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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