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Well, folks, you have another good reason 
to plan on attending Renate Van Allen’s 
seminar the end of July!  Renate proved 
she’s a top trainer at our May trial where 
she and her OTCH MACH Lakebound’s Wa-
ter Dance UDX2, VCD2, SH showed what a 
great all-around dog this Labrador is.  
They took 
both HIT and 
Hich Com-
bined with 
scores of 
199.5 in Open 
B and 197 in 
Utility B.   Ty-
ing them for 
High Com-
bined was 
Louise Mere-
dith from Cali-
fornia with her 
BC, OTCH 
Redtop You’re 
The One UDX12, OGM.  Quite a feat for 
both dogs and handlers!   

Other Special trophies went to Renate and 
Kayak for HS Sporting; Dede Brownstein 
and Elke HS Working; Billijo Porter and 
Leader HS Toy; Vicki Wilson and Smudge 
HS Non-Sporting; and Louise Meredith and 
her BC HS Herding.  HS Champion went to 
Lesa Storey and her Sheltie from Phoenix.  
HS Veteran was Billijo Porter and Tigger 
(Papillon).  HS ILP/PAL Dog was Debra 
Lewis with Cocker Spaniel Teddy.  HS K9 
Partners went to Mixed Breed Tuffy of Box 
Canyon owned by Laurie Welty of Alto, 
NM.  HS Tracking Dog was again, Renate 
with Kayak while HS Agility Dog went to 
them as well.  HS Herding  Trial Dog went 
to Lesa Storey and her Sheltie, and Senior 
Handler 75+ years went to BC Pixel and 

Sandra Davis from El Paso.   

You’ll find the names of a lot of our mem-
bers in the Brags department as we had a 
good turn out and lots of successes.  One 
of the most special of the successes was 
that of Martha Kent and her BC, Blaze, 
who finished her UD in 3 straight trials on 
our weekend!  That is a truly exciting ac-
complishment. 

We had 
many differ-
ent breeds 
repre-
sented, in-
cluding:  
Tibetan 
Spaniels, 
Newfound-
lands, Wes-
ties, Portu-
guese Wa-
ter dogs, 
Havanese, 
Gordon Setter, Vizla, Basset, Australian 
Cattle Dog, and Tibetan Terrier.  In Rally,  
AmStaff, Boxer, Akita, BeagleWhippet,  
Briard, French Bulldog, Bouvier, and Bos-
ton Terrier were some of the breeds that 
are generally not seen in obedience work.  
We are also proud to  say that we had at 
least 5 All-American dogs participating in 
the obedience and rally trials.  It’s good to 
see this interest growing.   

While many obedience clubs are despairing 
of finding new people to join in our activi-
ties, we can happily say that we had nine 
new Novice A entries.  This is great, and 
we welcome these folks to the obedience 
sport!  We had a good turn out despite the 
economy so we can be very proud! 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—June dates:  10, 17, 24.  These are taking a break through July 
and will start up again August 5.  Same times:  2:45 for Advanced, 4:00 for Begin-
ners. 

1/10/12:  Tues. 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  Super Drill with Pam Sehmer (Ongoing) 

THURSDAYS:   6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

4/12/12:  Sat. 10:30 a.m.  Beginning Novice with Toi Tschohl  (No class 5/12) 

4/17/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Utility with Janice Anthes to alternate with Be-
ginning Open 

4/28/12:  Sat.  9:15 a.m.  Kindergarten Puppy Training with Pam Jones 

5/24/12:  Thurs. 7:30 p.m.  Kindergarten Puppy Training with Maggie Gee 

6/23/12:  Sat.  1:30 p.m.  Our first Canine Freestyle Class will start.  Pam Jones, 
Marcia Sullivan and Julie Brozek will be the trainers.  Class is limited to 8 dogs so if 
you are interested get registered early. 

6/30/12:  Sat. 8:00-10:00 a.m.  Beginning Tracking Class with Rosemary Burtch.  
Classes to be held around town—Call Rosemary for details and to submit your appli-
cation. 

8/4/12: Sat. 2:45 p.m. (Intro to Showmanship) and 4:00 
p.m. (Intermediate) Conformation classes taught by Kim 
and Marco Banales (No classes on 8/11/12 due to the 
SDOC seminar.) 

8/6/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m.  Canine Good Citizen class with 
Marcia Sullivan 

8/23/12”  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Basic Rally Class (for all lev-
els) with Jacque Obermeyer and gang. 

Donna Faulkner and Chihuahua, 
Brandy finishing their CD under 

Judge Alvin Eng 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Registration forms for the Renate Van Allen Workshop to be held Sat./Sun., 
July 28/29 will be available at the Training Site in the Lobby starting May 
16.  Until May 31, the Registration will be for SDOC members only.  After 
that, registration is open to the public.  There is a break in price for SDOC 
trainers.  There will be no private lessons this year, but audit spots have 
been reduced in price to $50 for SDOC instructors for both days and $75 for 
others.  Call Maggie Gee at 856-7907 for details. This is now open to the 
public so if you haven’t yet signed up, get busy! 

The annual Agility Fun Match held by SDOC will happen on Sat. Aug. 25 at the Sheriff’s 
Posse.  It will be followed by the SDOC Fun Match for obedience and rally, and a con-
formation show ‘n go the following day.  Start planning now to both practice and to 
help out.  LOTS  of help is needed.  Phyllis Collier is Chairman for the Agility Match. 

Dogshowscores.com is a data base where you can locate your dogs history for obedi-
ence, agility, and rally.  It lists scores, dates, titles and indicates where judges have  
judged.  The only drawback is that it only goes back to the early 2000s.  Hopefully they 
will work on retrospective information too.   

Here comes your first reminder that we will need stewards, trophy dona-
tions, supporter donations, and hospitality 
help for our Fall Trial which is the Sunday 
and Monday of Labor Day Weekend.  Please 
volunteer to help wherever you can! 

Now some folks may consider this an ad, but I still 
want to give you a heads up.  Norma Rust from 
down in El Paso is now making some scent articles 
about which you may want to inquire.  I’ve been 
having a terrible time  trying to get my greyhound, 
Cinder, to take metal articles.  She hates alumi-
num, and while she would take bent up Mason jar 
rings, she hated rubbing her chin on the ground to 
get them.  Norma is making some that have a sec-
ond half of a jar ring attached at a 90 degree an-
gle.  It works!  Cinder is now doing her metal arti-
cles without a fuss.  If you are having problems 
with scent articles with your dogs, you might want 
to give this a shot.  You can probably make them 
yourself if you are a bit more adept with tools than I am.  It takes two jar rings, one 
cut in half, and two pop rivets to hold them together.  Simple, true, but invaluable to a 
fumble fingers like me.  I now have hopes of a UD before Cinder turns 6 or 7!        

                                                                                             —-Laurel Drew 

Littermates and Utility A survivors at 
the SDOC trial! Martha Kent with 
Blaze, Judge Alvin Eng, and Toi 
Tschol with Abby 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

   THE READ ME FILE 
Not so many years ago, each new release of software always came with a "read me" file that was a must-
read if you wanted to avoid disasters as you installed the latest and greatest program on your computer. 

We still have a read me file at SDOC. It's called the Class Schedule and it's on our web site: 
www.sdocnm.org. Click on "Classes" at the top of the page when you get there. 

I'm always astonished at the number of club members who ask me when this or that class will meet or be 
offered, or whatever. Those same people have internet access. I can tell you yes or no, a class is or isn't 
scheduled. Beyond that, I might not have the details off the top of my head. So, check the class page on 
the web site and you'll know. As I've said before: The web class schedule is gospel. All else is gossip. 
 
ONE STEP FORWARD, BABY STEPS BACK 
I'm also astonished that SDOC doesn't have more puppy Instructors, given that you get to surround your-
self with a bunch of fun fur balls. Anyway, we sure need more Basic Novice Instructors to graduate to the 
puppy level. 

SDOC takes its Kindergarten Puppy Training seriously. It's not just play but also practical guidance, training 
and socialization. 

You'd think that certification to teach KPT would come BEFORE certification to teach Basic Novice and 
those great big adult dogs, but that's never been the case. You have to first learn how to deal with adult 
dogs before seemingly stepping backward to deal with dogs in the earliest stage of life. Pups are just too 
sensitive to be left in the hands of a Novice Instructor who only knows how to deal with adult dogs. 

After becoming bona fide Instructors at the Novice level, prospective KPT Instructors have to apprentice in 
one KPT class and assist in two more, plus take a puppy through as a student. 
In sum, you have to handle the big kids before you're OK'd to teach those highly impressionable little 
ones. 

If your goal is to become a KPT Instructor, let me know. 
 
NOT YOURS TO GIVE 
You've found an article on training that would be just perfect for your students. So you download it, print it 
out and make enough copies for class. 

That's illegal. Almost all material you find online, in a magazine or book is copyrighted, written by someone 
who makes a living by training and writing about it. 

Material doesn't have to have a copyright notice to be copyrighted. 

Instead of stealing the article (theft by any other name is theft), refer your students to the web site, maga-
zine or book where you found the article. 

Be careful next time you want to hand out that handout. It's most likely not yours to give. 
 
WATCH MORE TV! 
We Instructors at SDOC swap ideas with each other to improve the ways we teach. Another great source 
is television. TV shows aim at a broad audience, so you're not likely to see a segment on scent articles or 
directed jumping or perfecting the finish. But you can learn a thing or two about solving practical prob-
lems. Answers to those weird dog problems are just the kind of thing that our students at the puppy and 
novice levels crave. The Dog Whisperer on cable TV knows what he's doing. So does that guy in Dogs in 
the City on CBS. So when a show about dogs comes on the air, I pay close attention. I hope that you do, 
too. 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

              
Double Q 

By Gene Tatum               
Pat and I arrived in Idaho on May 9th. Thanks to Pat’s Mom and Dad and some 
hard work on our part, we are fortunate owners of a small farm near Plano, 
Idaho- about 12 northwest of Rexburg, Idaho or 30 miles of Idaho Falls as the 
Magpie flies. We have been working on the farm house for 15 years- a week at 
a time once or twice a year.  When Pat retired in May, 2011, we spent the 
month of June and two weeks in October working on the kitchen.   

This year we came up for 6 weeks- 2 more weeks to go.  The bathroom has 
been our challenge.  Old plumbing has taken a toll on us,. weekend do it your-
selfers.  But, we have stuck in there in began the tub/shower tiling that we had 
hoped to finish last week. 

Of course, the bathroom has not taken all our time.  We have a large yard to 
care for- no garden this year.  We walk the dogs 2 or 3 times per day.  Nice 
place for a walk no leash laws.  The dogs roll in the fresh cow manure and 
horse urine; porcupine quills in noses.  I would not have it any other way.  

We miss Albuquerque, SDOC friends and other agility friends.  Time has how-
ever flown by and we have had little time to think about New Mexico.  That will 
change soon as we return to Albuquerque in late June.. 

Above:  Open A qualifiers at May RGKC trial with Judge  Bon-
nie Lee.    

Right:  Linda Smith’s MACH Jeep clears the jump! 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

May, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

   The General Meeting was held May 25, 2012 at the training room at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro in 
Albuquerque.  The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by President Maggie Gee.  Present were 
Board members Saul Rovinsky, Estelle Metz, Amy Hendrickson, Pam Sehmer, Karen Provine, 
and Toi Tschohl. Debby Potter was absent. Training Directors Leslie Swisher and John Clende‐
nin were present; Gene Tatum was absent. 

April’s minutes were read.  Laurel Drew made a motion that the minutes be accepted and the 
motion was  seconded by Ann Newsted.   The motion was passed and  the minutes were ap‐
proved. 

President’s Report   Thank you to all who helped with the Spring 2012 Obedience/Rally Trials 
at Expo New Mexico…especially Pam and Al Sehmer, trial committee, the volunteers  for ring 
stewards, Saul Rovinsky and John Clendenin (for judge’s transportation)… and the list goes on.  
It was a very successful trial and we got many compliments!  Thanks to you all! 

Vice President  Nothing at this time 

Treasurer’s Report  8567.98 income 

                                    4964.13 expenses 

                                    3603.85 net income 

Corresponding  Secretary’s  Report   We  received warm  and  gracious  thank  you  notes  from 
judges Bonnie Lee and Alvin Eng and Jeanne Ramiriz from the May shows regarding our judge’s 
hospitality.  All will be posted in the vestibule. 

On May 16 AKC will be accepting comments on the proposed change to how the US Depart‐
ment of Agriculture may administer Federal Animal Welfare Act regulations.  For details, please 
contact Estelle. 

SDOC has received a thank you from Debby Potter for the flowers the club sent her for her re‐
cent hospitalization.  It will be posted in the vestibule. 

Recording Secretary Nothing at this time 

Tracking Report  The club has an opportunity to hold a VST tracking seminar with AJ Knoll and 
Jean Hillbig on Aug 11‐12 2012.   There will be 5 working spots per day with unlimited audits.  
As it stands, the working teams will work the tracks with a video headset on, then the seminar 
participants will adjourn back to the club to watch the videos and answer questions about the 
handler and dog tracking with Hillbig and Knoll  in air conditioned comfort.   A committee has 
been formed to finalize details. 

Obedience Report   Thank you to Pam Sehmer for arranging heights  in the trial from short to 
tall thus saving many steward’s backs. 

Please keep the aisle clear in the training closet.  Much equipment is being left in the aisle and 
some people need to get to equipment  in the back!   Please put equipment back where  it be‐
longs.  

Four spots are left in canine freestyle.  Sign up if you are interested. 

New Nosework and Conformation classes are coming soon!  Keep an eye on the website if you 
are interested. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Old Business  Up for discussion amongst the membership is the idea of small ads on the SDOC 
website… dog related goods and services, non‐competing with SDOC, unobtrusive… think about 
it and give feedback to any board member. 

Len Stans is still looking at various options for the South parking lot barrier to prevent cut‐thrus. 

 The Renate Van Allen workshop is still open for registrations.  It looks to be very popular.  Open 
registrations will begin after May 31. 

New Business  The Board approved truck rental (if needed) for transportation of equipment to 
Los Ranchos Grower’s Market demo on May 26. 

The  Board  approved  up  to  $50  for  booth  rental  for  Edgewood Woof  Fest  in August  2012  if 
needed. 

Membership Readings  First Readings  Michael Grady 

                                    Michelle and Bob Becker 

                                    Linda Baragiola 

Thank you to all who helped in this month’s hospitality! 

Next month’s meeting is June 29,2012 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:34 

Los Ranchos Demos Well Received! 
By Jeff Robb 

Many thanks to all who showed up for the Los Ranchos event (I would mention every-
body I can remember, but I'd be sure to forget some of you). We did Rally, Agility, Nose 
work and Obedience demos for a few hours. Lots of good feed back from the public and 
quite a few folks asking for info about classes. The Los Ranchos mayor & his wife were 
very pleased with our efforts.   

Special thanks to those folks who helped load the trucks & store equipment in the barn 
(Fri. PM), set up Saturday AM and get every-
thing back to the club after all was finished: 
Maggie Gee, Alex Sloan, Terri & Ken Brown. 
Extra thanks to Clint W for taking on the or-
ganization and demos of the entire Agility 
part of the event!   Everyone who showed 
up and helped out made this a very special 
event.   

Cathy also reports that there were plenty of 
questions from on-lookers about the various 
breeds, ranging from temperament, activity 
level to even coat care.  Overall, some good 
publicity for the AKC dog community and our 
Club!  Give yourselves a big hand!!! 

Jeff Robb speaks to inquirer at Los Ranchos 
Farmers Market Demos 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2012 
 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 
can be reached 

at  
gtatum3@q.co

m 

Or 

255-1960 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 
 Linda Smith and Jeep (American Shepherd) finished their MACH 

May 27 in Amarillo!  Jeep was a rescue and has become Linda’s 
treasure.  As she says, “Beep, Beep, Jeep, Jeep!  Wait….make that 
MACH Jeep!” 

 Vickee Jones is elated that Jada (pictured below) finished her Ch. 
At the RGKC shows in May by going BOW and BOB under Keke 
Kahn.  She finished with a Specialty major and a 5 pt. major over 
Specials. 

 Chris Saiz and BC B’Vibe earned their first Herding Title—JHD 
(Junior Herding Dog, goats) at the AHBA trial on April 21/22. 

 Claudia Saiz was also at this trial and did ‘set-out’ duties (moving 
sheep into place to be worked.  She is very proud of how calmly 
Circe worked. 

 Julie Brozek and Seiji Havenese) earned their 1st Open leg at the 
SDOC trial in May. 

 Dede Brownstein and Elke (Rottweiler) earned a 198 in Novice be 
for a HIT at the National Specialty in St. Louis. 

 Hallie Ray and Sheltie Ghilli finished her RA and got a leg on her 
RE while Jamie Sheltie has a new CD and HIT from Novice B. 

 Bonnie Conner and Dyna Aussie got their 2nd major at the ASCA 
show in May.  Amber Aussie had 2 WBs at the RGC=KC shows, 
and Fire (Swedish Vallhund) got 1 WB and BOS at the Albuquer-
que shows in May.                                             (Cont. page 10) 

Linda & Jeep with Judges Lisa 
Selthofer & Carole Evans 

Vickee’s Jada (Ch. Gemstone 
Barque of the Goddess JH, 
CGC)  
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthlink. net 

or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Learn A Reg, Earn A Leg:  
By Hallie Ray, AKC Judge 

 

Learn a Reg, Earn a Leg: Measuring in the Obedience Ring 

by Hallie Ray © 2012 

At a recent obedience trial, the judge surprised some exhibitors by measuring all dogs 
in the Open A and Utility A classes. What’s up with that? 

In Ancient Days, the judge was required to measure all dogs jumping less than the 
maximum 36”, to verify that each jumped at least the minimum height required for its 
breed and size. And in those ancient days, nearly all dogs were required to jump 1.5 
times their height at the withers—with a very few exceptions jumping once their 
height. Wow, times have changed! Now, the majority of breeds jump once their height, 
with a substantial and growing list of breeds jumping three-fourths their height. 

This measuring could be sort of silly, especially when the same dog showed to the 
same judge in Open B and Utility B, leading to jokes about, “Well, did he grow since 
this morning?” Several years ago, the requirement to measure all dogs in all Open and 
Utility classes was changed to allowing the judge to measure any dog, and requiring 
the judge to ensure that each dog jumps at least the minimum. You will find judges 
who measure all Open and Utility entries—this is perfectly acceptable and, these judges 
feel, more fair because all dogs have the same ring experience AND all dogs are 
checked for compliance with jump heights. Other judges will selectively measure dogs 
if they question the requested jump heights. Unfortunately, there are judges who never 
measure any dogs, and sometimes exhibitors take advantage of this. 

Some judges see the measurement, especially on Open A dogs, as a subtle way to test 
ring-readiness and handlers’ control of their dogs. If a dog acts aggressively or out of 
control during the measurement—and it does happen—the dog can be excused long 
before it has a chance to cause trouble during the out-of-sight group stays.  

In this day of handlers competing in several sports in several different organizations, 
some don’t know, or remember correctly, what height their dog should jump in AKC 
obedience. Quick—do you know what height your dog jumps in Rally (AKC, UKC, ASCA, 
APDT, etc.) or Agility (AKC, UKC, ASCA, USDAA, etc.) or even Obedience, where UKC 
has slightly different jump requirements than AKC?! By measuring, the judge can en-
sure compliance with AKC Regs. 

How is measurement handled?  

From the AKC Obedience Judge’s Guidelines, Chapter 3: “Measuring. In the Open and 
Utility classes judges may, at their discretion, verify the height of the dog at the with-
ers as it is brought into the ring. Withers, as defined in the glossary of the Obedience 
Regulations, are the highest point of the dog’s shoulder. The measurement is made 
using an ordinary folding ruler or steel tape that may be calibrated to show the correct            
Cont on page 11 
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( Brags, cont. from page 8) 

 Sherry Rogers Rottie, Emmy finished her RN at the SDOC trial in May.    Emmy had a  99 and first place. 

 Karen Naughton and Domino (Standard Schnauzer) earned their RN from the A class.  Karen says, “He does what I tell him, but 
it helps if I tell him to perform what is on the sign!”   

 Evelyn Vinogradov and Doc finished his Grand Championship with 3 BOBs and 2 Herding Group 3s!  Next week he finished 
his ASCA CD, and the week after that his AKC/NAFA Flyball Dog Championship.  Looks like you two are on a roll! 

 Clint Wolf and Kaia Golden Retriever earned their NADAC Agility Elite Chances title.  In Colorado...she Q’d five of seven 
runs, took her 9th Double Q, was 1st in Excellent B FAST and was only dog in her class to master the ‘distance’ challenge 
(where the dog has to perform a particular set of obstacles while the handler is a set distance—as much as 15-20 feet away).   

 Jane Winkler and Spinner finished his Rally Novice title in May with a 2nd place.  Meanwhile, in agility, Spinner got his OAP; 
Ziggie earned his NA, and Chevy earned his NA, NAJ, and Novice FAST titles over in Ama-
rillo.  Super weekend!! 

 Barb Mitchell and Fagan, her Golden, finished their CD at our trials. 

 Dee Falk and Bezel the Border Terrier finished their RE at our trials. 

 Maggie Gee finished the CDX on Solar, her Golden Retriever. 

 Martha Kent earned the UD on Blaze the BC in three straight trials at our shows in May. 

 Jacque Obermeyer reports that her IW, Donnegan, got back-to-back majors at the RGKC shows 
in May. 

 Pam Sehmer got another UDX leg on Diller the Chinese Crested and got her OM4 while the 
new pup, Gilda got her first point at the May shows. 

 Cathy Robb and Collie Ki finished their Rally Advanced title with a 98 and tie for first place at 
the recent GSD Specialty trial on Sat., and got the first Excellent leg the next day with 2nd 
place. 

 Ken Brown and Hooper the Aussie finished their CDX trial at the May shows. 

 Toi Tschol and Abby the BC got their first Utility leg at our trial.  She doesn’t want to brag, 
but I think it’s worth a word or two! 

 Penni Adrian and her Cardigan Corgis had quite a time at their National Specialty in 
May.  [I hope I get all these right! Ed.]  Chase completed his Advanced Sheep Herding 
title and added  an insurance leg on Sunday.  Lowri, his daughter was BOS in Puppy 
Sweeps AND  made the final cut for Best of Breed.  Nola did well in a huge Sweeps 
class while old Inca was th in Veteran Sweeps and in the regular Veterans class.  Chase 
daughter Ginger was Reserve Winners Bitch, and Chase did well in Stud Dog class.  
Holmes earned his RN and a second leg toward his BN (Beginners Novice).  Sounds 
like a very enjoyable and successful Specialty!! 

There may have been more important results, but these 
were the ones that I received.  Look for more pictures and 
comments throughout this newsletter.    Ed. 

 

K. Naughton & Domino 
earning RN 

Barb Mitchell and Fagan 
finishing the CD under 
Judge Mel Stanley 

Clint Wolf and his Great Pyre-
nees doing Agility demo at the 
Los Ranchos Growers Market 
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(Learn a Reg, Cont from page 9) 

jump height. Nothing may be attached to determine level position. No other measuring device is required or 
acceptable in the ring. The ruler or tape is held by the judge. Measurements made by the judge are final and 
are not subject to verification.” 

As a judge, I perform measurements just inside the ring gate, with the dog on lead, and allow the handler to 
pose the dog as in the breed ring. I use a folding ruler, which I stand next to the dog’s withers. The withers 
are compared to the ruler, and the measurement is complete. Notice that the Regs even define withers: the 
HIGHEST point of the dog’s shoulder. Yes, the neck and back around the withers may be slightly lower, but 
the measurement must be at that highest point.   

If the measurement is equivocal, I’ll give the dog the benefit of the doubt and allow the lower jump. But if I 
have a dog that’s a full 18” and the handler asked for a 16” jump, we’ll have to reset. The proper procedure 
at that point is that the dog and handler are briefly excused from the ring while the jumps are adjusted. They 
return and show with no penalty. After all, it’s the judge’s responsibility to verify the jump heights; not the 
handlers’ responsibility to know what their dogs should jump. 

AKC Obedience does not recognize height cards from AKC Agility, or from other show-giving organizations. 
Wickets cannot be used for height measurement for Obedience jumps. Handlers may not ask for outside veri-
fication of the judge’s height determination for that class. However, if a handler doesn’t want to jump the dog 
at the height the judge requires, he/she may politely leave the ring and not show. This is not an Excusal or 
an Absentee; the judge would just mark the book as “Handler left without showing.” 

Since some judges measure all dogs, and any judge may measure any dog, it’s a good idea to teach your dog 
the Measurement Game as if it were one of the Open or Utility exercises. Have people play judge and meas-
ure your dog, followed in practice by praise, play, treats and/or toys. The measurement is less intrusive than 
a Novice exam, so there’s no reason to allow it to rattle you, or your dog.  

Lyn Melin’s Dalmatian demon-
strates NoseWork at Los Rancho 

event 

Leslie Swisher and Gus’ 
celebratory OTCH cake 

Cathy Robb and Collie Ki in 
Parade of Breeds at the Los 
Ranchos Growers Market 

Demos 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

June 29 

July 27  (Ice Cream Social) 

August 31 

September 28 

October 26  (Halloween Party) 

November 16  (Early due to T-Day) 

December 14 (Early due to Christmas) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

June 26 

July 24   

August 28  

September 25 

October 23  

November 13 

December 11 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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