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Well, our spring shows just finished, 
and yes, your newsletter is late this 
month.  I had planned to have it out 
last week, but show preparations inter-
fered.  Now I am trying to finish it as 
quickly as possible. 

PLEASE, be sure to send me your 
brags and success or even funny mis-
take stories.  We can all learn from 
those goofs that felt sooo bad when 
they happened but were later over-
come.  Old war stories are abundant in 
obedience as well as with soldiers.  For 
that matter, send in your anecdotes 
from other venues such as herding, 
agility, etc.   

Respect.  That’s a big word in a lot of 
ways.  How can we show respect at 
dog sport venues?  For one thing, we 
can send a thank you to the hard 
working folks that put it on.  Any dog 
club loves to hear that they did a good 
job.  We can send a thank you to our 
judges, especially ones whose score 
finished that title for us.  We can thank 
the wonderful people who provided all 
those lovely (and in our case, deli-
cious) trophies.  Gift cards are one of 
the best things ever invented in my 
humble opinion.   

I particularly want to thank all the folks 
who came out and helped on Sat., 
Sun., Mon. at the trials that followed 
ours.  Having some experienced obedi-
ence folks was extremely helpful to the 
other clubs and to the New Mexico 
Steward’s Association.  Many of you do 

not realize that the association actually 
pays their workers, but that is true.  
We do not have to just work for free.  
It is not a great deal, but it does help 
defer the cost of our entries.  I was so 
very happy to have several of our folks 
pitch in and help, especially on Mon-
day.  That is the day many people go 
back to work which leaves obedience 
VERY short of help.  We could hardly 
have put on the trial without the help 
of the SDOC members! 

Lastly, I was really pleased to see all 
the well-groomed, shiney dogs that 
entered the rings.  That shows respect 
for our dogs whether they are pure-
bred or not.  Besides, getting rid of 
that itching dirt that makes the whites 
look yellowish or has the dog puffing 
out small clouds of sand when you pet 
them  has to feel good to the dog.  
And I have to say that I thoroughly 
enjoy the antics that my hounds go 
through after a bath.  You’d think I’d 
washed the brains right out of them.   

A last thought.  Be sure to give a BIG 
thank you to your dogs.  After all, they 
didn’t choose to do all those silly com-
mands by themselves.  They OBEYED 
us out of love and respect, and we 
should be grateful, even if they goofed 
and flunked.  If it weren’t for your 
dogs, you wouldn’t have met a lot of 
your friends so thank them most of all!  
I am very grateful for my dogs who 
have taught me so much 
over the years 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky & Nancy 
Pollock for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

 

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.  

  

See Article Below For More Information 
   

Upcoming Events For Spring 

Pam Sehmer is holding Super Drill classes on 
Tues. mornings:  Open at 9:00 am and Utility 
at 10:15 a.m.  These will be held through our 
Fall trials.  There is also an occasional Super 
Drill on Sunday evenings at 6:30.  Check 
Pam’s phone messages for updates. 

 

Don’t forget the upcoming obedience trials in 
late May and June in Colorado.  These are 
some of our closest trials so you may want to 
hit them. 

 

Several new classes are starting in May and 
June at SDOC so check the website for 
details.  I know of 2 Basic Novice, a KPT, and 
an Advanced Rally class all scheduled to start 
in the near future so get signed up asap! 

 

Jacque Obermeyer and the gang will be 
running the rally drills in May. 

 

There will be a BIG four  show weekend  in 

Oklahoma City on June 30 through July 3, all 
seven shows and trials will be in one location 
so if you are needing legs,  It looks like there 
will be four all-breed shows plus specialties.  
I’m finding Onofrio’s premium a bit confusing 
this time around.  Obedience and Rally are 
available at all of the all-breed shows.   

 

Don’t forget to send in your application for 
the Renate VanAllen seminar to be held 
August 6-7 here at SDOC.  Working positions 
are very limited so sign up early if you want 
one.  There will also be audit (no dog) spots. 

 

On page 10 of this edition, you will find a 
lovely little poem that was printed in  Paw 
Prints, the Rand Park, IL newsletter.  It was 
with a memorial page to a member’s Sheltie.  
I do not know the name of the person as it 
was notwhere in the article, but  this is a 
lovely poem, and a big reminder for all of us.  
Take a second to love your dog right now! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

I just received notice that the Old Pueblo Dog Training Club located in Tucson, AZ 
will be holding an AKC Obedience/Rally seminar on June 25/26.  The seminar is 
$60.00 for both days for preregistration (before May 15) and $75 otherwise.  Day of 
event cost will be $40 for Sat, and $35 for Sun. as the seminar is shorter on Sunday.  
This seminar will study the rules and regulations (heads up, gang as new classes are 
now available) and the correct interpretation of them.  Contact Donna Allen by email 
at dballen@triconet.org.  More information is available at our training site or on 
their website.  The fee includes continental breadfasts, snacks, and lunch on Sat. 

 

There will be a Herding Seminar from May 17 through May 22 at the home of Claudia Saiz 
(1212 La Vega Dr. SW)  Boer Goats and Sheep will be used for stock, and you may want to 
come early and stay late to watch other teams.  On May 21 (Saturday), there will be a potluck 
suppor followed by a Theory, Question and Answer Session with Pam Wolf and her white board.  
Pam Wolf is an AKC Herding judge and has been doing herding and breeding Border Collies for 
a very long time.  She has also titled several other breeds including Bearded Collies, Rough Col-
lies, Beaucheron, and others.  Pam was a good friend to the late Diana Decker and has Dian’s 
Kelpie, Gusto which she uses as a lesson dog for some lucky students.  This is expected to be a 
great week of herding and learning so plan to attend now.  Contact Claudia Saiz by email at 
csaiz100@comcast.com or call her at 505-379-0340 for further information. 

 

On the last page of this newsletter, you will find the Seminar Flyer for our SDOC seminar with 
Renata Van Allen.  Be sure to read it and act swiftly as it is expected to fill quite rapidly.   

Once again we (SDOC) have been asked to put on some demos for the Los Ranchos 
Growers Market. We are looking for folks who are willing to do some Obedience, 
Rally Agility, whatever dog activity you do, to show the public that dog training can 
be fun & exciting.  The event will be held on the Los Ranchos Village Green (just 
south of Village Hall on Rio Grande) in conjunction with the Growers Market - great 
market!  Date: Saturday May 28th Time: 7:00 AM to around 10 or 11:00 AM (before 
it gets too hot)  Bring your own shade, x-opens, crates, chairs. Bathrooms on site 
(not port-a-potties)  If you can help or have ?? please contact Cathy & Jeff Robb 345
-9681 or  jeffreymrobb@q.com 

Be sure to contact Estelle Metz at 898-0465if you are interested in ordering a 2010 SDOC 
sweatshirt or long or short-sleeved t-shirt.  Estelle needs a count of how many are interested 
before she can get a price so let her know!  These are the dark red shirts with the white skiing 
dogs on it.   

Please change Bonnie Connor’s phone number in the main part of our roster to 286-
1589.  It is printed correctly  on the cover, but not inside.   

SDOC's very first S.T.A.R. Puppy class is now over. It was a huge succss and enjoyed by the 
handlers. The nine dogs that completed the requiremants to become a S.T.A.R. Puppy all 
passed the "pre-CGC" tests. The dogs ages ranged from 13 weeks to 7 months, yet all got along 
well and learned quickly what was reqired of them. Attendance was excellent and everyone-2 
and 4 legged had a good time. Since this was the instructors first S.T.A.R. Puppy class they did 
some learning also. We made the class 8 weks, but discovered we can easily cover the required 
material in 6 weeks. We hope to offer the class twice a year. Hurray for S.T.A.R. Puppies! 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Double Q 
By Melanie Mead 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club held its first ever three day AKC agility trial, March 18‐20, 

2011, at the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse (BCSP).  It was a huge success! Sionag 

Black and Cynthia Kean were our AKC judges. The competitors not only enjoyed their 

great agility courses, but we also enjoyed the beautiful weather that weekend. We plan 

on inviting back both judges to a future trial. 

 LeAnn Miller and Hannah Agee were our course builders, Laura Echeverria and Terri 

Moyers were our Chief Ring Stewards, and Debbie Potter, Amy Tanler and Barbara Pe‐

terson hosted the judges all weekend. Shari Avent and Susan Neal did a great job hand‐

ing out all the ribbons that weekend.  I want to send out a big THANKS to all our volun‐

teers but especially Mike Provide and Len Stans. Mike is not only our equipment man‐

ager, but he made all the PVC gates for entry and exit onto the agility field and practice 

jumps. Len helped with the timing equipment. Both Mike and Len came to the rescue 

when we needed a quick fix for the stairs at the posse grounds. Thanks everyone! It’s so 

nice to see our SDOC members working  so well together as a team!  

A big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to Shari Avent, who received her Master’s of Agility 

Champion (MACH) with Brandi at the SDOC trial. 

Another big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to Meghan Franklin, who received her Mas‐

ter’s of Agility Champion (MACH) with Ripley at the Valencia Valley trial.  

Great job everyone!                                                                  —‐Melanie Mead 

 

There will be a new Agility Prep Class starting at 7:30 P.M. on Monday, June 6.  It will be 

held at 7:30 PM. And is open to all dogs one year old or older with or without KPT train‐

ing.   

It does help to have a stay command of some kind for some control.  Just my opinion, 

which may not be worth much.  —The Editor  
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Arthritis Foundation For Dogs 
By Phyllis Collier 

The Arthritis Foundation in Albuquerque is sponsoring a contest to help choose their “Poster 
Dog” for the Arthritis Walk in July.  The chosen dog will be honored at that walk (July 30) as 
well as have his picture and short biography on posters sent out to bring awareness of arthritis 
in dogs to the public.  They have given me the fun job of choosing the dog to be featured.  If 
you have a dog who is dealing with arthritis and would like to enter him in the contest please 
send me a colored picture and a brief biography.  All applicants must be received by June 
15.   I will try to attach a sample poster here, and will post the information at the club.

 

Please do not use this site to send the information.  Contact me personally by address or email 
(see club roster) or call for more information (266-1642).  You may pass this information on to 
anyone interested. 

More about you, your dog, and arthritis.  Yes, you can both get arthritis.  The 
good news is that this disease, which particularly hits the elderly but can hap-
pen at any age, is that it can be managed.  The first thing is to get both you 
and your achy, stiff dog to the doctor and vet.  Early diagnosis and treatment 
is a first step.  Next comes exercise and maintaining a healthy weight for both 
of you.  Lastly comes medication, and there are good medicines out there 
these days.  But...remember not to just concentrate on the dog.   

Sometimes we tend to focus more on their health than ours.  For every one 
pound of weight we lose, it takes five pounds of pressure off our knees.  
Watch the food labels on both your food and your pet’s food.  Get an x-ray for 
a baseline to check for bone deterioration for both of you.   

If your doctor/vet prescribes medication, the best way to handle it is to coor-
dinate the schedule for both of you to match.  When you take those breakfast 
or dinner pills, make sure that Pooch gets his too.  If you have trouble with 
the small print on the bottles or labels, ask them to set the computer print lar-
ger.  These days it can be done!  Alternatively, you can mark the containers in 
permanent marker or put a colorful sticker on them and write on it. 

Instead of kicking the dog outside to exercise, which some will not do alone, 
put that leash on your pet and set off for a walk with it.   

Some signs of arthritis in dogs are:  favoring a limb, difficulty sitting or stand-
ing, sleeping more, seeming to have stiff or sore joints, hesitancy to jump, run 
or climb stairs, weight gain, decreased activity or less interest in play, attitude 
or behavior changes, and/or being less alert.  If these symptoms last more 
than a couple weeks, take him to the vet for a check up and possibly x-rays. 

A couple of caveats:  Don’t self-treat with ibuprophen, or over the counter 
drugs without checking with your vet about dosages.  Don’t take your dog’s 
drugs or give him yours.  Check with your vet.  He has your dog’s best inter-
ests at heart and has the knowledge that you do not, no matter how experi-
enced you are.   
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

April 29, 2011 General Meeting Minutes 
By Bonnie Conner, Recording Secretary 

 

Call to Order: President Maggie Gee called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the training room of the 
SDOC training site at 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 
 
Attendance of Board Members: Maggie Gee, Bonnie Conner, Saul Ravinsky, Estelle Metz, Pam Jones, 
Clint Wolf, Pam Sehmer. Annie Newsted. 
 
March General Membership Meeting Minutes: Danny Metz motioned to approve minutes. Donna 
Tucker 2nd. Minutes approved. 
 
Guest Speaker: Phyllis Collier works with the Arthritis Foundation (arthritis.org). Cathy Spencer, Walk 
Coordinator, from the Greater Southwest Chapter, Albuquerque announced they are looking for an older 
dog to be pictured as their “Hero”. The dog would be an advocate to Congress and the Senate along with a 
chosen Juvenile Hero. 
 
The Foundation wants to choose the dog “Hero” within the next couple of weeks. Also there will be a Jin-
gle Dog Rock in July for everyone, including dogs at Veterans Memorial Park. The display table had the 
information regarding this gathering. 
 
President’s Report: The next AKC event will be the Spring Obedience/Rally trial on Friday, May 13, 
2011 at the Creative Arts Bldg, at Expo New Mexico in conjunction with the Rio Grande and Coronado 
Kennel Clubs shows. SDOC has a quiet schedule until August 6-7 when the Renate Van Allen seminar is 
held, the fun matches and fall AKC trials start again through September. 
 
The Renate Van Allen seminar information will be given to SDOC members for one week prior to opening 
to the public. 
 
The SDOC Directory is for membership ONLY – otherwise the information is private and hopefully the 
SDOC membership will respect that privacy. 
 
Vice President’s Report: Nothing at this time. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: For the month of March, there was an income of $29,200.13. Expenses were 
$19,555.12 with a net income of $9,745.01. The club still needs to pay for the rubberized agility contacts. 
 
Correspondence: 

 Joan Confort of New Jersey is interested in being an AKC Delegate for SDOC at no expense to 
the club. 
 Nancy Pollock sent a thank you card, which was read by Estelle Metz. 
 June 11th – Golden Oldies, Kiva, and Country West radio stations called as they are sponsoring a 
canine event. The board decided not to do this event. 

 
Board Reports: 

There were three contracts approved at the Board Meeting.: 
1. Renate VanAllen for seminar August 6 and 7 at SDOC 
2. Linda Herrera as Agility Trial Secretary for on-site Novice/Open Agility Trial October 22-23, 
2011 
3.Brian Owen as Agility Judge for on-site Novice/Open Agility Trial October 22-23, 2011. 

 
Training Directors Reports: 
 
                                                                                                     Continued p. 7 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Obedience Director (Marcie Jensen): 
 The SDOC Building is being used daily. 
 Instructors taking classes are not to instruct anyone in the class. Three times interfering means no 
practice classes and an appearance before the Board will be required. 
 The Board has approved a six-week Tricks class for 12 people taught by Pam Jones and Julie Bro-
zek. 

 
Agility Director: 

 There will be a seminar held on September 13/14th, possibly at the Sheriff’s Posse by Alicia Cal-
houn (to be held between the two agility trials in September at Sheriff’s Posse). 
 All new class schedules are up on the web site. 

 
Announcements: 

 Contact Jeff Robb if you are interested in participating in Los Ranchos event Memorial Day 
Weekend. 
 Estelle Metz announced a couple of more stewards are needed for the May show. Free lunch is 
provided. Please contact Estelle if you are interested. 
 Volunteers for the May show will receive parking passes. 
 Nancy Brunswick designed the new sweatshirt. Estelle is currently taking orders for them. 
 Saul Ravinsky announced new members need to check off on their membership form where they 
would like to volunteer for the club. Current members please volunteer! 

 
New Business: 

 Clarification of training regulations, Page 7: Pinch and slip collars in agility classes may be used 
while participant is waiting between exercises, but not while working on agility equipment. 
 Clarification of training regulations, Page 11 #10: Dogs with attack, guard training may be ac-
cepted into SDOC classes with the permission of the instructor and Training Director. 
 Clarification of Trail Chair versus SDOC President/Board Appointments/Approvals is as follows: 

 
The SDOC President/Board appoints/approves: 

1. Trial Chair 
2.   Trial Secretary contract 
3.   Trial Dates on AKC corresponding calendar 
4.   Trial site location 
5.   Trial classes offered 
6.   Trial entry fees 
7.   Trial Equipment Manager 
8.   Trial Site Manager/liaison to Sheriff Posse Arena trials/events 
9.   AKC trial applications and any subsequent changes to trial applications are to be signed by an 
SDOC officer. 

 
The Trial Chair chooses/appoints the following trial committee positions: 

1. Chief Ring Steward(s) (Obedience, Rally, Agility) 
2.   Chief Score Keeper (Agility) 
3.   Chief Course Builder(s) (Agility) 
4.   General Hospitality Coordinator 
5.   Judges’ Hospitality Coordinator 
6.   Emergency Coordinator 
7.   Awards/trophy Coordinator 
8.   Volunteer (worker) Coordinator 

 
The President hopes this clears up any confusion and we can all work together. 

 SDOC Tracking Program: Leslie Swisher to Chair. He has a tentative proposed committee and 
will be getting together after the May Obedience/Rally trail weekend. 

                                                                                                   Continued p. 9 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2011 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Bonnie Conner 

Board of Directors: 

Pam Sehmer, Donna Sloan, Clint Wolf, 
Pam Jones 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Marcie Jensen 

Agility Director:  Melanie Mead 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Nancy Pollock and 
Saul Rovinsky and Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

Thank you one and all! 

Melanie Mead 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at   

803-3128 

Or 

mmead14@com
cast.net 

The Los Alamos Dog Obedience Club will be holding its 2011 obedience and rally trial on the Sat-
urday of Labor Day weekend, September 3rd, starting at 9am to allow people time to travel from 
Taos or Albuquerque or other areas outside of Los Alamos county. 

 The trial will be held this year, as in prior years, at East Park in Los Alamos, just past the airport, 
next to the dog club quonset hut building.  The county is making improvements to that park, and 
we expect the parking lot to be paved this summer and an outdoor permanent restroom in-
stalled. Our club tends to lose money each year on the trial, but we are doing it as a service to 
area dog trainers for an opportunity to show locally (within a few hours), and at a lovely outdoor 
site, and hope to have a good entry this year. 

 The rally judge will be Jack Allen out of Tucson, who is one of the nicest men you will ever 
meet.  He will judge rally novice, advanced, and excellent.  The obedience judge is Judith A 
Brown out of Houston who hasn't judged in this area (Albuquerque, Greeley, Los Alamos) for 
several years.  She was very pleasant on the phone, and several people said she's a fair and 
friendly judge.  She will be judging Novice, Open, Utility, and the non-regular Beginner Novice 
class.  If we're allowed to add these too, we'll have her also judge Graduate Novice and Versatil-
ity. 

 Mixed breeds are welcome to compete at our dog show.  Please tell your club members and 
class attendees that we have lots of shade trees at our outside show, and lunch is also planned 
to be served onsite for $5.  If there are any questions, please contact the Trial Chair, Lynn Wy-
socki-Smith, at 505-661-9619 evenings and weekends, or at tewapack@rt66.com. 

Los Alamos Plans Fall Trial 
By Lynn Wysocki-Smith 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

     Cont. from p. 7                                                                            
 
Old Business: 

 The Constitution and By-Laws project is on going. Feedback being received regarding the proc-
ess to  become a member and voting writes of members. 

 
Membership Readings: 

 Second Readings: Brenda Sauve, Pam Spatz, and Diana Lee. Memberships were approved. 
 First Readings: Ngoc Riley, Marshall Riley, and Kalila Petersen. 

 
Hospitality: The President thanked Alex Sloan for organizing and everyone who brought food! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:44 P.M. 

 Julie Brozek and her Havanese Seiji got their Rally Advanced title at the April GSD trials.   

 Clint Wolf and Golden Retriever Kaia earned a leg toward their CDX at the GSD trials in April 
and finished that title at the May trials here in tow;n. 

 Penni Adrian and Chase Corgi finished the “Started Sheep” title at their National Specialty 
and was HS Champion of Record both days.  He also won the Herding Titled Class at the 
Specialty and was Best Brindle dog in the Ch.-only match plus made the cut in Specials at 
the Show.  One of his daughters was Winners Bitch and one placed in the 12-18 month 
class.  Wow! 

 Laurel Drew’s Greyhound, Cinder finished both her CDX and Rally Excellent titles at our local 
trials this past weekend.  Cinder was entered in a total of 8 classes and qualified in 7 of them 
plus earned several placements. 

 Ann Garback’s Papillon, Kingsley has started a new career in Rally and finished his RN with 
one score of 99 and placings of first, second and third on different days at our local May 
shows. 

 Clint Wolf and Kaia, Golden, finished their Excellent B Jumperes and the two Excellent B 
Standard legs to finisher her MX.  WooHoo! 

 Leonore Abordo and Py Borzoi won the Stud Dog in Futurity at the 2011 Borzoi Nationals in 
April.  Two of his pups placed in their Futurity classes.  Py was also inducted into the Borzoi 
Hall of Fame for Health.  Nice going, Py and Leo. 

  

Leonore Abordo’s Ch. Borzoi, 
Pyre. 
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Summer Hints For Hounds (and others) 
By Laurel Drew 

I haven’t given this reminder/hint for at least a couple years so here it is for those who don’t know.  If you have a mul-
berry tree that has fruit, be sure that your dogs don’t eat the green mulberries.  Ripe ones may give them diarrhea if 
eaten in quantity, but the green ones contain a powerful hallucinogenic and you may end up with a dog that is seeing 
pink bunnies with purple ears.  I speak from experience and a call to the National Poison Control Center.  This is one of 
my Quincy Greyhound stories, and I won’t relate it here, but you can imagine a tripped-out greyhound! 

 

Another helpful hint which I just spotted in a recent issue of the Rand Park Dog Training Club newsletter, Paw Prints, is 
for the dog that freaks out during thunderstorms.   

If your dog is afraid of storms, you might want to try a suggestion that was discussed on a recent television program.  It 
sounds strange, but people have reported that it works. 

When your dog becomes stressed because a storm is coming, take a clothes dryer sheet—any kind or brand, doesn’t 
matter—and wip the dog gently all over with it.  Be sure to wipe all of him, head to toe and every part in between.  
Winin 10 minutes the dog should begin to relax and stop his nervous behavior.  People who’ve tried it claim their dogs 
slept like babies while storms were raging.  It supposedly lasts about four hours and can be reapplied if necessary. 

Just before a storm the barometer rises and dogs sense the static in the air which causes them to become anxious.  The 
dryer sheet is supposed to break the static so that they no longer feel it.  People who’ve tried it recommend that you 
use the dryer sheet as soon as you notice that your dog is becoming stressed, which could be several hours before it 
actually begins to storm. 

If this doesn’t help, you might want to try giving your dog melatonin when a storm is approaching, but check with your 
vet first.  Information about melatonin can be found at http://www.melatonin.com.                                                   
—-No author given. 

By the way, I personally have used Rescue Remedy with one of my greyhounds, and it helps a lot.  She just sleeps 
through the storm.   

Something I’ve noticed about thunderphobic dogs, at least mine, is that they seem to develop it more with age.  This 
has led me to wonder if onset of deafness to some degree can cause them to be more sensitive to thunder vibrations.  
Anyone have any ideas about that?        —-The Ed. 

 

Ribbons 

Once, he brought me ribbons—in colors blue and gold                                                            

A promis of the future—sweet victory untold 

Ribbons that were hung with pride—near portraits in the hall 

Believing then, in miracles—that we could have it all. 

 

Those ribbons now lie meaningless—tied neatly, with a bow 

A lesson learned, that LOVES the prize—and NOT who wins the show! 

Because ribbons are for Ponytails—and gifts under the tree 

And LOVE cannot be measured by—a Class One, Two, or Three. 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

May 27 

June 21 

July 29  (Ice Cream Social) 

Aug 26 

September 30 

October 28  (Halloween Party) 

November 18   

December 16 (Christmas Party) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 24 

June 21 

July  26 

Aug  23 

September 27 

October 25   

November 15 

December 13 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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