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Well, folks, we have just endured yet an-

other major fire in New Mexico requiring 
evacuations of people and animals.  This 

got me to thinking; what can we do to be 
at least partly prepared for such a catas-

trophe as far as our dogs (and other pets) 

are concerned?  There are certain items 
that we want to be sure are organized and 

handy at all times, especially if we live in 
an area where we might be affected.   

Naturally, we want to have our dog‟s iden-
tification collar on him, including licenses 

and rabies tags.  We also want to have at 

least one leash for each dog plus an extra 
for that „just in case‟ moment.  A file box 

containing all the dog‟s records, favorite 
pictures, and possibly his obedience equip-

ment would be useful.  You can just drop 

his medications in there and be sure that 
he has the basics. 

As for that, don‟t forget a food bowl for 
each dog plus, if possible, a large bag of 

kibble.  If necessary, a food bowl can also 
double as a water bowl, but if you can 

pack some of the food or other items in a 

large bucket, you would then have that for 
water for him/them.   

If you have room, keep a dog bed handy 
both for comfort and for reassurance.  Re-

member, he is going to be at least as 

stressed out as you are.  Take a crate for 
each dog, or at least for the nervous ones.  

A fold-up crate would be best as you could 
then squeeze in more of your own items in 

the car/van/SUV/etc.   

It‟s always a good idea to keep a basic first 
aid kit in the car both for humans and ca-

nines.  It could be a lifesaver.  If your dogs 
are crated in the car, put a sign on the 

front identifying the dog with a photo, 
name, who to contact in case of emer-

gency, and a statement that you will pay 

for any emergency care needed.  Remem-
ber that you and your pet may be sepa-

rated due to hotel rules or other problems.  
You want to be sure that you can get back 

together again!  Oh, and don‟t forget that 

microchip! 

You, and possibly many others may be 

evacuating so keep your cool and be pa-
tient.  That will help your dog do the same! 

IF you have to leave a dog behind, either 
because you couldn‟t get home to get him 

or because you simply didn‟t have room or 

time, be sure to leave a notice stating that 
there is a pet on the premises.  I can‟t 

imagine that any of our folks would leave a 
pet behind, but sometimes there is no 

choice when it‟s a matter of a human vs. 

an animal life.  (Not that I‟m about to 
leave ANY of my herd behind no matter 

what!)   

If you live in an area where there could be 

a fire or other emergency resulting in an 
evacuation, have a location already set up, 

if possible, so that you aren‟t desperate.  A 

friend who lives well removed from the 
area and would take in you and your 

hounds would be a blessing, but you might 
want to set this up ahead of time so that 

you both know what to expect.  I know 

that many of us are willing to open our 
homes to evacuees; the last two Los Ala-

mos fires proved that.  The point is that 
knowing a point to meet and/or settle will 

relieve much of the stress of evacuation 

and give everyone an idea of what to ex-
pect.   

All that said, I pray that none of us every 
have to make these decisions and evacua-

tions.  Feel free to send in additional ideas 
for publication in the newsletter. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky & Nancy 
Pollock for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

 

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  

  

See Article Below For More Information 

   

Upcoming Events For Summer 

The Sunday Rally Drill classes will be taught 
by Jac Obermeyer, Pam Jones, etc. during the 

months of June, July and August.  They meet 

at 2:45 p.m. 

 

There will be a very interesting seminar 
featuring Dr. Jean Dodds DVM who is well-

noted for her work in Hypothyroidism, blood 
studies, and immune function.  I have met Dr. 

Dodds and worked with her personally and I 

can heartily recomment her.  She will be 
speaking on hypothyroid issues, vaccine 

issues, and nutrition/immune functions.  The 
seminar will be July 23, and there is a 

discount if you register early.  More details 

appear on page 3 of this newsletter. 

 

New SDOC classes starting soon are:  
Beginning Novice—on Wed., August 10 at 

7:30 p.m. with Dee Wright 

KPT starts Saturday July 23 at 9:15 a.m. with 

Maggie Gee as instructor. 

Conformation Class starts July 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

with Kim and Marco Banales as instructors. 

  

SDOC‟s fun matches for Obedience, Rally, and 

Agility will be held August 27/28.  Start 
planning for them.   

And Don‟t forget the SDOC Trials on Sept. 4/5 

 

There will be ASCA Conformation shows in 
Albuquerque July 30-31.  Info. On their web 

site.  Also ASCA‟s 3 Pines Ranch Classic will 

be held in Estancia August 11-14.  And don‟t 
forget the ASCA Agility trials in Albuquerque 

August 26-28 

 

Put the „Woofstock‟ date on your calendar 

too!  It is a Pet Expo and Adopt-A-Thon to be 
held in Edgewood on August 20.  SDOC will 

have a booth and put on demos.  We can 
always use more volunteers to help with 

obedience, rally, agility, and freestyle types of 
demos.. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 

Your Editor 

Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before December 

1 will be credited 

to the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Donna Sloan reports that she is doing very well after her hip replacement.  She wants to thank 

everyone for all the support before, and after her surgery—for the rides when she wasn‟t able 
to drive, for the cards and well-wishes she received.  She says, “God Bless you all, and Thank 

you again!” 

Dark Side Herding is sponsoring an AHBA HCT/JHD trial on October 1 and 2.  The 

trial is geared for Novice Handlers and their dogs.  There will be 10 goat runs and 10 

sheep runs offered each day.  AHBA requires only 2 legs under 2 judges for a title so 
you could conceivably finish a title that weekend.  They are holding practice ses-

sions every weekend with Mary Starr and/or Ellen Gerwin as instructors.  Contact 
Claudia Saiz with questions or for further information at:   Csaiz100@comcast.net.  

Claudia Saiz also announces that Pam Wolf will be back in town  to give herding lessons from 
August 3rd to August 9th.  She will also provide „instinct testing‟ for those who may want to try 
herding with their dogs.  Contact Claudia at 505-379-0340 or at:   Csaiz100@comcast.com. 

Marcie Jensen comments:  “Winter‟s gone and Spring has fell; Summer‟s here and it‟s hotter 
than—-it was last year!  I know it‟s hot and even with our air-conditioned building, it gets hot 

while dog training so we have been leaving the air-conditioning on during the day.  However, 
it‟s NOT a good idea to leave it on and the windows open at night.  So, if you‟re the last one to 

leave the building, please turn it off and close all the windows.   Thank You!” 

There are still 3 private lessons with Renate Van Allen available on Monday, August 
8.  Be sure to call or email Marcie Jensen asap if you are interested in one of these 

special private lessons.   

Don‟t forget the big Woofstock even in Edgewood on Saturday, August 20, 2011.  It will be held 
at the new Edgewood Athletic Complex just north of Edgewood Elementary School and will 
benefit the Edgewood Animal Shelter Building Fund.  This facility is badly needed!  There will be 
many adoptable dogs and cats available plus many fun activities such as “Dunk the Dog Catcher 
Tank”, a mock dog show, a silent auction, obedience, agility, rally fly ball and lure coursing 
demonstrations (note:  SDOC needs volunteers to help with this!), CGTC testing, low cost nail 
trims, low cost vaccinations, sterilizations and chipping, and a Meet the Breed booth.  There will 
be various vendors, including some for both animal and human food plus music from the Wood-
stock era and general family fun.  Be sure to plan on being there to support both SDOC and the 
town of Edgewood which is striving to improve life for its unwanted furry citizens.  The event 
will run from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. with a special „dog walk‟ starting at 7 a.m. 

New Mexico Aussie Events is a website which lists all kinds of events that are coming up for 
Aussies; however, a number of those events apply to other breeds as well so be sure to check it 

out.  There are several agility, herding, and other events being offered just in the next month.  

The website address is:  http://nmaussieevents.blogspot.com/2010/11/august-2011.html 

The Central New Mexico German Shepherd Club is holding a fun match at Hoffman 

Park on Sunday, August 7.  They will have conformation (including a Puppy Match), 
obedience, rally and CGC available.  Cost is $4.00 pre-entry, $5.00 day-of entry, and 

$8.00 for CGC Testing.  Registration is early, 7:30 to 8:45 AM with the match to start 
at 9:00 AM in an effort to avoid some of the heat.  The puppy match will be judged 

first followed by regular conformation as soon as the puppies are done.  Remember, 

the Fall trials are coming up soon so this is a good opportunity to practice! 

 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Double Q 

By Melanie Mead 

The SDOC fall AKC agility trial is scheduled for Sept 16-17-18, 2011.  The premium should be out 
late July or early August. There will be a special attraction added to the lineup for Saturday, Sept 17th 
that you won’t want to miss.  A limit of 25 of our beloved Retired Agility dogs will be given a chance 
to run a “Victory Lap”.  There will be a special form to fill out in the premium if you and your Retired 
Agility dog would like to participate!  Get yours in early!   

The SDOC Novice/Open AKC agility trial will be October 22-23, 2011.  Mark your calendars to com-
pete or volunteer! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Sandia Dog Obedience Club is also offering an Elicia Calhoun Seminar on Tuesday Sept 13 and 
Wednesday Sept 14 at the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse grounds. As you may know, Elicia is one 
of the top agility handlers in the country, USA World Champion Team Member, and renown for her 
innovative and positive training methods. There will be a maximum of 12 working spots for each 
event offered and an unlimited number of audit spots.   

Tuesday  

8am-11:30pm Novice dogs-“Handling, Jumping and Working on the Flat” 

3:30-7pm All Levels “Weave Pole Challenges” 

Wednesday  

All day starting at 8am Excellent level “The Future of Agility Handling” 

Contact Hannah Agee if you have any questions about the seminar hannah.agee@comcast.net or 867-
9210. 

To register, download the Seminar/Registration form from the SDOC website at http://
www.sdocnm.org/pdf/seminars/elicia_registration.pdf.   

Hope you all mark your calendars and plan to attend these exciting events!! 

We are offering a two day audit spot for current instructors at SDOC for $100. The Registration form 
is on the SDOC yahoo list in the "Files" section or on the SDOC website.                      

                    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the SDOC agility fun match, being held on August 27, 2011, 
at the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Posse grounds.  

There will be a silent auction of old agility equipment. Equipment to be auctioned includes: 

 Dog Walk – $125.00 minimum price and $10.00 increments. 

 2 chutes (no fabric) - $15.00 minimum price and $5.00 increments. 

1 chute with fabric - $25.00 minimum and $5.00 increments. 

Winner of the silent auctions must be able to transport equipment home that day.  
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Join SDOC‟s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

What Are Earthdog Trials? 

By Annie Newsted 

AKC Earthdog events are designed to test the courage and ability of a working terrier or 

dachshund to go under the ground and confront vermin.  In AKC tests, the vermin are two lab 
rats in a secure cage.  In the wild, the dog might face fox, badgers, otters, rats, woodchucks 

or raccoons. 

At AKC events tests, there are four levels of competition open to small working terriers and 

dachshunds.  The first level, Introduction to Quarry, is a non-titling class to introduce the 

sport to novice dogs.  The tunnels are dug into the ground, lined with wood and approxi-
mately nine inches square, ten feet in length.  The judges will usually do everything they can 

to encourage the dog to do what they are bred for and make it a positive experience for the 
dog.  It is amazing to see the instinct kick in on some of the dogs.  The dog is to go into the 

tunnel, find the rats, and then “work the quarry”.  Working the quarry, by definition, includes 
the dog digging, barking, lunging or chewing on the bars that separate the dog from the rat 

cage.  The dog has 30 seconds to get to the rats, work the rats for 30 seconds, and be re-

trieved from the tunnels by the hatch at the quarry box. 

The first titling class is Junior Earthdog.  In this test, the dog has to go ten feet from the han-

dler, into the tunnel, which is 30 feet long with three 90 degree turns to get to the rats.  The 
dog has to follow his nose through complete darkness to get to his prey.  The dog then has to 

work the rats for 60 seconds and be retrieved from the hatch by the handler at the end of his 

working time.  The dog must qualify twice to receive the title of Junior Earthdog. 

The second titling class, often considered the hardest one to pass, is Senior Earthdog.  In this 

test, the tunnels have a false exit and a false den (bedding, no vermin).  The dog has to find 
the tunnel entrance from 20 feet away.  The entrance is not readily visible to the dog.  The 

dog may sometimes exit from the false exit, go back down and then get to the vermin.  After 
completion of the required time of working the vermin (90 seconds), the rats are removed 

from the tunnel, and the handler has to recall the dog to them within 90 seconds.  Not an 

easy task for some dogs who will stay and search and search for the rats. (They must be in 
there somewhere!)   It takes three qualifying legs for the SE (Senior Earthdog) title.   

The fourth class, Master Earthdog, has multiple parts that must be passed to get a leg.  The 
first part of the test is the hunt up to the tunnels.  A brace of dogs must work together and 

hunt through the woods to the tunnels a distance of 100-200 yards.  Along the way, there is a 

false den that the dogs must identify to the handler and go on.  At the tunnels, both dogs 
must indicate that indeed there are vermin in these tunnels.  The dogs then in turn are re-

leased to work the rats in the tunnel.  These tunnels have two additional challenges for the 
dogs; a roller bar to simulate going over a tree root and a constriction to show that they will 

try hard in a smaller space to reach the rats.  Each dog must also honor the other dog while 

they work the rat.  It takes four qualifying legs to earn the ME (Master Earthdog) title.   

Recently AKC has added a new title, EE (Endurance Earthdog) which requires that the dog 

pass both Senior and Master tests on the same day (Double Q‟s for Earthdogs).  As in all dog 
sports there are no easy qualifying legs. 

Earthdog tests bring out the natural instincts that were bred into the various breeds for the 
benefit of man.  Just as the retrievers, herding breeds, hound breeds and working breeds 

were bred for a purpose, so are the working terriers.  More information about Earthdog can 

be found on the Border Terrier Club of America and AKC websites. 

Ditto‟s favorite words are, “Get the rats!” 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

June 24, 2011 General Meeting Minutes 
By Bonnie Conner, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 Meeting Called To Order: 7:05 P.M. by President Maggie Gee in the office of the SDOC training site at 7050 San 

Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 

 
Attendance: 

 Board Members: Maggie Gee, Saul Rovinsky, Estelle Metz, Bonnie Conner, Anne Newsted, Clint Wolf, 

Pam Jones, Pam Sehmer, Donna Sloan. 

 Agility Director: Melanie Mead 

 Obedience Director: Absent 

 Tracking Director: Absent 

 
SDOC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP Minutes for May 27, 2011: Terri Brown motioned to accept as printed. Vicki 

Wilson 2nd. Motion approved. 

 
President’s Report: 

 The flyer for the August 27 and 28th Fun Match is on-line. Evelyn Vinogradov asked for volunteers for the 

match and passed out a sign up sheet. 

 The SDOC July General Membership Meeting is the club’s annual ice cream social event. The President 

passed out a sign-up sheet for members to bring ice cream toppings. 

 
Vice-President’s Report: Nothing at this time, but did request people sign in for the meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Income for May 2011 $5,606.29 
Expenses for May 9,446.68 

 
Net Income -($3,840.49) 
 
Year to Date: 
Income: $60,826.26 
Expenses: 48,827.46 
Year to Date Profit: $11,998.00 

 
There was a $1738.00 overpayment with IRS. The $562 state refund was received. Also, noted was property taxes are 

coming up. 

 The Treasurer requested people please pay their trophy donations for the preceding May show. 

 
Recording Secretary: 
 

 Town of Edgewood Pet Expo and Adoption Festival (Woofstock/August 20) is accepting vendors and I 

would like to see SDOC have a booth for publicity purposes. Also, members are needed to help with various 

events at the expo. Anne Newsted made a motion SDOC have a booth at the expo. Bonnie Conner 2nd. Motion 

approved. SDOC will bring a two 10x10s to set up near Clint Wolf’s RV. It noted ring stations might be needed 

from the club for the expo. 

 Renate VanAllen Seminar, August 6 and 7. SDOC has taken in so far $2,485.00. There is one working spot 

available, two privates (Monday after seminar) available and fourteen audits. 

                                                                                    
Corresponding Secretary: 

 AKC has received and processed the results of our obedience and rally events May 13, 2011 

 Donna Sloan sent a note thanking the membership for the flowers and good wishes during her 

recent hospital stay. The note will be posted in the vestibule. 

 AKC member clubs are asked to vote for conformation, companion events performance events for 

the Lifetime Achievement Awards. (See attached). 

 Gin Chapple of Rio Grande Valley Golden Retriever Club sent an e-mail thank you for the agility 

presentation given Sunday, June 19th. 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if there‟s 

a “CH” or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, please 

include a 

picture of your 

dog! 
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 Members are asked to vote for the AK CLifetime Achievement Awards. 

 It was noted T-Shirt orders need to be completed this month. 

 
Other Board Members Reports: Nothing at this time. 
 Director Reports: 
Agility Director: 

 Director reported she will not be at the General Membership Meeting 

 The table and teeter is rubberized, barrels have been received. 

 Auction off old equipment: 

 $10 increments for dog walk bidding 

 $5 increments for chute bidding 

 $15 for barrel only - $5 increment 

 $25 minimum for chute, $5 increments 

 Three more 30 inch x-pens are on order at $133.73. These will be used to train with the weave 

polls. 

 Thank you Clint Wolf for doing the presentation from the Golden Retriever Club. 
 

Obedience Director: Absent 

Tracking Director: Absent 

 Leslie S. lining up judges for January. 

 October: TDA 

 February: TDX 

 Discussion pursued on VST for 2012. 

 
Old Business/Pending Items: 

 Renate VanAllen Seminar – need volunteer to director traffic and parking – participants cannot 

park in Family Dollar lot. 

 Elicia Calhoun Seminar: September 13-14, 2011 will be before the Fall 2011 Agility Trial. 

BCSPA location, contract has been signed and deposit sent. 

 
New Business: 

 The purchase of one complete ring set of wooden 10ft gates and blue painted stanchions for Obe-

dience/Rally trials and obedience/rally fun match from J&J has been completed for the amount of 

$715.00. 

 From Home Depot, the purchase of twelve 18-inch orange safety cones for Rally trials/fun 

matches will be made (for the offset figure 8 and serpentines). These will be stored in the show equip-

ment room. The price is $9.97 per cone plus tax (total $128.02). 
The Board approved $50.00 for a publicity booth at Woofstock in Edgewood on August 20 th. 

 Nancy Brunswick who has designed the patterns for T-shirts and sweatshirts reinstatement mem-

bership has been approved. 

 The Board approved $150.00 to have a mold made from SDOC artwork for DQ Lapel Pins. 

SDOC will own the mold. The cost of pins will be approximately $2.00 a piece. 

 The Board approved a new category run at agility trial for older dogs. The cost per run will be 

$10.00 with a limit of 25 dogs. As each dog “runs” there will be a biography read about each dog. The 

run will take place Saturday afternoon. 

 
Membership Readings: 
 There were no 2nd readings. 

 
Thank you Alex Sloan for handling the hospitality and thank you everyone who brought “goodies”! 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 P.M. 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 

2011 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Bonnie Conner 

Board of Directors: 

Pam Sehmer, Donna Sloan, Clint Wolf, 
Pam Jones 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Marcie Jensen 

Agility Director:  Melanie Mead 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Nancy Pollock and 
Saul Rovinsky and Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

Thank you one and all! 

Melanie Mead 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at   

803-3128 

Or 

mmead14@com
cast.net 

It’s hard to believe the year is already half over.  Does the time just slip away from everyone else too?  

Summer time is kind of slow for Obedience.  We just don’t get the calls we do the rest of the year.  I guess 

everyone is vacationing or lying by the pool, and they don’t feel much like working with the dog! 

Anyway, we do hae a new KPT class starting on Saturday mornings, and we have a Beginning Novice 

claqss starting the first part of August.  The drills are still being enjoyed by a lot of us, and a few of us are 

still showing up on Friday nights for run throughs.  With the trials just a month or so away, it’s time to start 

hitting those run throughs again!   

We have our Renate Van Allen seminar the first weekend in August.  I hope you sign up soon if you have-

n’t already done so.  Renate is very knowledgeable, and I’m sure she will teach us a few new tricks.  Hope 

to see you there. 

This month’s general meeting will end witih the ice cream social.  Please come and bring a topping.  

Thank you to all my trainers, helpers, telephone committee, and especially to my registrar, Betty.  You are 

what make’s this club click!                                                                                                                                    

Happy Heeling! 

By Marcie Jensen, Obedience Training Director 

SDOC Rally Qualifiers at 
the May Trials. 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, or 

download from 

the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Peggy Chandler and Jake the Sheltie entered the SWAT trial on June 24-26 and earned one 

first and two seconds on their way to getting their Novice Standard title.  Jake also earned 

two first places in Jumpers With Weaves classes. 

 Lisa Frankland and Remi the Kerry Blue Terrier finished the Master Agility Excellent (MX) at 

the Amarillo trials.  He q-ed in 5 or 6 classes, earning two double Qs.  He repeated the feat 

at the Weimeraner Club agility trials in June.  Lisa says, “He missed out on a „perfect week-

end‟ when I got lost on a jumpers course and sent him over the wrong jump!” 

 Not to be outdone, Meghan Frankland‟s Papillon, Riley DID have a „perfect weekend‟ in Ama-

rillo, qualifying six for six for three more Double Q‟s toward their MACH2. 

 Debbie Potter and Zosia just earned the “Therapy Dog” title and patch from AKC. 

 Estelle Metz and Eddie and Cici Corgis also earned the Therapy Dog title and patch from 

AKC. 

 Clint Wolf‟s Kaia finished her ASCA Elite Jumpers title in Agility, qualifying in 9 of 10 runs. At 
the June AKC Weimaraner Agility trial, Kaia Q’d 6 of 9 runs, triple Q’ing on Friday. 

 Donna Sloan‟s Miniature Pinscher, Diego, finished his Grand Championship on June 11.  

Donna plans to start him in obedience as soon as he gets home! 

 Evi Fox and Key, Border Collie earned the OTCh. At our May shows, not the UDX.  Key is al-

ready probably a UDX2, and the OM3. 

More SDOC Rally qualifiers at 
the May Trials. 

Novice B Qualifiers on 
Monday of the May   
Trials 
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Call For Stewards 

By Dede Brownstein 

On September 4th and 5th, SDOC will be hosting our Labor Day Obedience and Rally Trials. In order to have a success-

ful event, we will need several volunteers to serve as stewards. 

Why steward? Here are two important reasons. First, you will perform an indispensable service to SDOC. Second, you 

have an opportunity to benefit from a meaningful learning experience. 

The first reason is obvious because we cannot have a trial without stewards. The second is obvious to those who have 

stewarded in the past but perhaps not to people new to Obedience and Rally. 

You will have an opportunity to learn so much from your stewarding experience. You‟ll learn about ring procedures. 
You‟ll become more familiar with the intricacies of the exercises in the level at which you‟re stewarding. You‟ll have a 

chance to interact with judges, which can not only be really fun but will allow you to see that they‟re human beings with 
faults and failings like everyone else. Plus you can watch your fellow SDOC members go through their paces and silently 

cheer them on. You even get a free lunch! 

There are 3 stewards for each obedience ring and 5 for Rally, so take your pick and add your name to the Steward Sign 

up sheets at SDOC or call Dede at 822-9916. I cannot encourage you enough to take advantage of this opportunity. 

You‟ll be glad you did! 

From Clean Run Magazine, September, 2004: 

 If you need more enthusiasm, focus and speed from your dog on the course, the time to 
“juice them up” is before the start line, not after.  If your dog starts lethargically or without focus, 
no amount of cheerleading on the course is really going to charge his attitude… Practice no more 
than 20 seconds to charge up your dog before you run.  If you tease him with cookies and try to 
play with him for too long before you run, you may actually get the dog to peak before his run 
rather than during.  Create a fun, teasing game, produce a favorite toy, or get the dog to do a silly 
trick that makes him wild just before you run, then keep the dog attentive and get in the ring 
quickly. 

 

From Clean Run Magazine, November 2004: 

 When training contacts, if you want speed and enthusiasm, you must put in some enthusiasm 
yourself.  Your dog is learning all the time.  If you teach the dog to be slow and careful on the con-
tacts and afraid to miss, that‟s what you‟ll get.  Keep your sessions moving quickly and keep them 
short.  When you are resetting your dog for another repetition, whether the last repetition was suc-
cessful or not, move quickly and energetically and keep the dog in the game. 
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Grow Old With Dogs 

Submitted by Phyllis Collier 

When I am old…                                                                                                                          
I will wear soft gray sweatshirts….                                                                                                   
And a bandana over my silver hair….                                                                                               
And I will spend my social security checks on                                                                                     
wine and my dogs.                                                                                                                         
I will sit in my house on my well-worn chair and                                                                                 
listen to my dogs‟ breathing.                                                                                                           
I will sneak out in the middle of a warm summer                                                                               
night and take my dogs for a run,                                                                                                   
if my old bones will allow….                                                                                                       
When people come to call,                                                                                                        
I will smile and nod as I show them my dogs…                                                                               
and talk of them and about 
them…                                                                                                                                    
 ...the ones so beloved of the past, and the ones so beloved of today… 

 

I will still work hard cleaning after them, mopping                                                                           
and feeding them and whispering their names                                                                                   
in a soft loving way.                                                                                                                  
I will wear the gleaming sweat on my throat, like a                                                                      
jewel and I will be an embarrassment to all….                                                                                     
Especially my family….                                                                                                                  
Who have not yet found the peace                                                                                                  
in being free to have dogs as your best friends…                                                                                
These friends who always wait, at any hour, for your footfall…                                                         
and eagerly jump to their feet out of a sound sleep                                                                           
to greet you as if you are a God                                                                                                     
With warm eyes full of adoring love and hope                                                                              
that you will always stay, I‟ll hug their big strong necks…                                                                   
I‟ll kiss their dear sweet heads….                                                                                               
And whisper in their very special company…                                                                                   
I look in the Mirror…                                                                                                                  
and see I am getting old…                                                                                                           
this is the kind of person I am…                                                                                                    
and have always been.  Loving dogs is easy, they are part of me.                                                      
Please accept me for who I am.                                                                                                   
My dogs appreciate my presence in their lives…  When I am old this will be important to me…              
You will understand when you are old…. 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

May 27 

June 21 

July 29  (Ice Cream Social) 

Aug 26 

September 30 

October 28  (Halloween Party) 

November 18   

December 16 (Christmas Party) 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 24 

June 21 

July  26 

Aug  23 

September 27 

October 25   

November 15 

December 13 

Upcoming Club Meetings 

More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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