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Inside this issue: 

 

I am not a writer but I was asked to write a summary of what I spoke about at 

the SDOC meeting at the end of May. Any grammatical, spelling or hanging 

participles are the fault of Betty who promised to proof and fix.  

 

For those of you who don’t know me I am Terri Brown and I co-chaired the 

recent May Obedience Trial. I want to take this time to thanks everyone who 

helped to make this trial happen. It takes a lot of people to make this happen. 

Those of you who I don’t mention by name please do not be offended but I 

suck at remembering names and there is no way I can remember you all. 

Christy Stern especially deserves a word of mention since she foolishly al-

lowed herself to be talked into co-chairing with me. For everyone else who 

stepped up when she called thank you isn’t enough. 

 

However, this now leads us into the main point of me being on my soap box. 

We are an all-volunteer organization and we cannot put on these functions 

without people volunteering.  

Here are a few facts out the May Trial that most may not know. It costs 

SDOC over $2200 in building rental. It cost over $1000 for our married judg-

es, the Kincaid's. It cost $750 for our male judge and I never saw Nancy Sim-

mons bill but I would assume it was similar. We also have prizes, judges’ 

gifts, hospitality, equipment rental, parking passes, etc. We had one judge 

cancel which is the only thing that saved us. 

 

  “Save us” you might question but yes, we were saved. When Estelle Metz 

organized stewards she talked a lot of people into helping. Unfortunately, a 

lot didn’t show up. For those of you who said you would help SDOC but 

won’t help RGKC please let me explain a few facts. RGKC pays SDOC to 

provide stewards. They pay us 3.75% of every entry. They also donate all of 

the money taken in for the match that they put on.  They also pay us for Hos-

pitality. There is no way that we can make enough money on entries to offset 

our expenses. We also are the face of the show. Most people pay no attention 

to the fact that RGKC exists at all. All they see is us, SDOC. There is no up-

side for RGKC to put on an obedience trial. They lose even more money than 

we do. They do it because of Nancy Pollok and Pam Sehmer. Without a three

-day trial we would lose even more money. So, why do we do it then? We are 

an AKC club. We are required by AKC to put on these events. And for those 
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of us who compete it’s nice to know where we stand with our training. For 

those of you who don’t travel to compete, and it’s most of you, we are known 

for how nicely our trials are run. 

 

 But we need everyone step up. Then there are those who tell us when we call, 

“I don’t do Obedience”. I don’t do tracking but when they called and asked me 

to lay cross tracks in February I did it. Do you know how cold it can be in Feb-

ruary? And yes, Bob Kipp still wears shorts then. I’m not crazy enough when 

they don’t call me to ask if they need me but if they call, I step up. If Agility 

needed help and I wasn’t booked I would help. Before you all start calling, I 

book early. The point is If you join an all-volunteer organization then please, 

volunteer.  

 

But since I don’t like people who complain but can’t come up with a solution 

let me tell you what I’ve heard about other clubs as I travel around to shows. 

Most clubs make members volunteer for two functions a year. If you have any 

ideas, I know any board member would be happy to hear from you. Thank you 

for reading and again any grammatical errors are Betty's fault. 

Comments from - 
Your Editor 

 

Happy Fathers Day 
 

Another reminder—please DO NOT leave food or treats at the 

Training site and always check the doors when leaving. 

We had a great Mothers Day weekend show and always need 

more Volunteers.  As Terri and Betty have said it is time for 

all of us to step up and help out. 

Letter from Terri Brown continued 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

 

QQ Agility News 

Hi Agility Peeps, 

Another month is come and gone, the summer heat is here and the Agility classes are in full 

swing. 

 

Hard to believe its June already.  As I write this article, Christmas is only 201 days away! I’ll 

have to think of something extra good for the pups this year.  Hmmm, they can always use more 

toys, a new piece of Agility equipment to practice on or maybe, some special treats.  Yep, they 

voted for the treats, of course. 

 

Volunteerism – all of the instructors of the Agility Program as well as the other Club sports are 

volunteers.  Thank You for volunteering.  If you receive an e-mail from the Committee asking 

for your assistance, please don’t ignore it.  It causes more work for the rest of us as we try to be 

sure everyone has been contacted. A response of Yes, No, Not Now, or Maybe is appreciated. 

 

I’ve been told that some folks don’t read the newsletter. This is the best source of information 

for the Club members.  In the interest of sharing as much information as we can, I will be send-

ing this article to each of the Agility Instructors on a monthly basis. 

 

A few things to bring up as reminders: 

Please respect an instructor’s time on the Agility Field. Students of the following class 

should never enter the field without the permission of the instructor on the field, espe-

cially if there is a class in progress.  Students – you can never go wrong by asking 

before going in. 

 

Instructors – the course on the field can be changed to suit your class and it must be put 

back when you leave the field. Common courtesy helps us all become better people. 

 

Remember that all class changes to include time changes needs to go through the Agility 

Committee.  It’s hard enough to herd cats (or maybe dogs in the case) without know-

ing what is going on.  We’re not wanting to micromanage, just need to be aware. 

 

Any compliments, comments, concerns, etc., please send it to all of the Agility Committee 

members.  The list is below. 

 

May the Agility Gods look favorably upon you and you have many clean runs! 

 

Agility Committee Members: 

 

Michele Becknell, Chairperson, mbecknell@gmail.com 

Mica Tyler, Program Development, tylerm55@aol.com 

Susan McGowen, Equipment and Field, xmed@me.com 

Peggy Chandler, Board Representative and Newsletter, chuckchandler1@comcast.net  

mailto:mbecknell@gmail.com
mailto:tylerm55@aol.com
mailto:xmed@me.com
mailto:chuckchandler1@comcast.net


SDOC Board 

Meetings are held 

on the Tuesday 

prior to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. Minutes 

are available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

k9dance@comcas

t.net 

 or at any General 

Membership 

meeting. 

This weekend (May 25 & 26) SDOC held its second AKC Scentwork Trial at EXPO New 

Mexico. 

 

We had a terrific entry from both north and south who braved our high winds to get here. 

 

The judges, Karen Lamb from Colorado, and our very own Dee Falk, set courses that were 

fun and challenging. Lots of successes with legs and titles in all elements - interior, exterior, 

containers and buried. 

 

A huge thank you to all our volunteers who worked so hard to set up and tear down, who 

timed and gated, who brought snacks, and pitched in where ever they were needed. 

 

I hope I don't forget any one, although no doubt I will so forgive be, but these are the people 

we have to thank for our success: 

 

Cathy Hyatt, secretary, Liz Williams, scorekeeper, Pam Spatz jack of all trades, Rich Cum-

mings, ladder climber, Vikki Welby our HOT HIDE OFFICIAL, Shannon Tabor, WARM 

HIDE OFFICIAL (in training), and our setter uppers and timers and gate stewards: Deb Ta-

bor, Kathy Merlock, Mimi Glover, Cheryl Mitchell, Donna Crary Johnson, Susanna Burke, 

Susan Boswell (who brought home-baked goodies), Gloria Napper Owen, Linda Krasner, 

Ginger Brayman, Michelle Hoppes, Donna Faulkner. 

 

You are priceless! 

 

Rosemary 

 

Thank you, Rosemary, for sharing the wonderful description of our great trial. 

I would like to add a HUGE congratulations to all our SDOC Scentwork students!!! You all 

did us very proud this weekend. I was literally moved to tears a number of times watching 

you all and your wonderful dogs!  

From the great runs, countless “Q’s”, new titles, boundless volunteer help, and Camaraderie, 

you all were simply AMAZING!  

 

Pam Spatz 

Brimstone Australian Cattle Dogs 

 

. 
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Suzanne Levy’s Cardigan Welsh Corgi Maple earned her Rally Intermediate title (she 

placed 3rd with a score of 99) on May 7 at the Cardigan National Specialty in St. Louis. 

Many thanks to the instructors and rally practices at SDOC. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Babcock's Rottie Gun-

nar, at only 11 months old, 

earned his Novice Rally title 

at the May trial. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Smooch and Cricket Mara 

had an amazing spring!  He 

earned his BCAT, NAJ, 

NA, RATO, RATS and RA 

titles!  But the biggest ac-

complishment for us was 

winning the Versatility 

competition at the American 

Whippet Club National in 

Topeka, KS in April.  It’s a 

grueling four days of com-

petition that includes two 

agility runs, two lure cours-

ing runs, scored confor-

mation judging and Ral-

ly.  He was a trooper and 

earned three firsts and a 

fifth placement to come out 

on top.  So proud of this 

very versatile dog! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 



 

.  
We had a wonderful May trial and many of the SDOC members have 

brags as to how they and their dog did. I can not say enough about 

how hard co-chairs Terri Brown and Christy Stern worked to keep 

things moving smoothly. They wore multiple hats every day. Estelle 

Metz did an amazing job keeping the rings staffed, and those who 

did hospitality did a wonderful job Thank you all. It truly does take a 

village, sometimes a city to get things done for any of our events. 

 

Along the line of the show, I would like all of you to consider the 

following very seriously and I’d like feed back from you… We are, 

sadly, a club of aging membership. It is getting harder and harder to 

get volunteers to do things, to the point where there needs to be some 

changes made. Everyone has to volunteer to do something, every 

year to be a member, many clubs requite two things or we need to 

raise dues to be able to pay for help doing things.  If you are asked to help, please step forward.  We 

are a club, and need to help each other. The idea that you do not participate in a given activity does not 

mean you can not help on another. You may even learn and enjoy. There is a misguided idea that 

SDOC is only doing the Fri May show, the Sat Sun are RGKC. This is not so   RGKC pays SDOC to 

handle the obedience/rally part of the show how well it goes reflects upon us.  In any venue you may 

not be able to help the entire show but you can help some.  We all enjoy the events SDOC puts on. In 

order to keep them continuing we need the assistance of the entire membership. 

 

As you are going past the club you may see water coming off the roof. This is not a big concern unless 

it is spouting upward or sideward. The units up there automatically pump out the pan under them every 

6 – 8 hours, thus causing the drip.  

 

Since it is getting warm, please be sure that you don’t leave your dog in the vehicle for any length of 

time and it is always a good thought to have water and a bowl along. Good luck to any of you who are 

off to participate in any venue with your dogs - Enjoy them - they are the best. 

 

The next meeting is 28 June. We’d love to see any and all of you there and hear what you and your 

dog(s) have been up to. Again, remember this is everyone’s club and you all should come to meetings 

and hear what is going on and add your input to the discussions. I know often that you are traveling or 

trialing on Fridays but if you are in town, please drop by 

 

Betty 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

 

 To register 

for any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 

To register 

for any 

Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66

@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-

2706 
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Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 

 
 

Members of the Board:  

Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Stephanie Boutz 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Cathy Dunbar,  

Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Barb Mitchell 

Agility Chairperson:  Michele Becknell 

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  

To order 

SDOC t-shirts 

and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 
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May 2019 Draft General Meeting Minutes 

by Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary 

Scents & Nonscents 

SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

srboutz@gmail

.com 

 or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

May 2019 General meeting minutes 

by Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary 

In Attendance:  

Officers and Board Members: Betty Pearson; President, Jeff Robb; Vice President, 

Estelle Metz; Corresponding Secretary, Stephanie Boutz; Recording Secretary, and Sue 

Babcock; Treasurer, Peggy Chandler; Board, Cathy Dunbar; Board, Christy Stern, Board 

Directors: Barb Mitchell; Obedience 

Absent: Stephanie Kouretsos; Board, Annie Newsted; Tracking Director  

The meeting was called to order by President Betty Pearson at 7:00 PM on May 31, 

2019 in the training room of the SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 

The Minutes of the April 2019 YEAR Membership Meeting were approved with the 

following correction: Leslie Swisher was approved as Novice Obedience Assistant, not Ap-

prentice.  

Peggy Chandler moved, Greg Snover seconded. Motion carried. 

Officers’ and Board Members’ Reports: 

President: SDOC tr ial was a big success. Many thanks to Chr isty Stern and Ter ry 

Brown for all their work. 

The Office and Lobby are on a different heating and cooling system than the main training 

room. The air conditioner for the Office and Lobby system is failing and can’t be repaired. 

The heater can be repaired, but if it needs to be replaced in a few years the new heater might 

not be compatible. Replacing both units at one time is more economical as well. The Board 

thinks that we should replace both now.  

Johanna Johanson moved to replace both units; Barbara Peterson seconded. Motion carried.  

Thoughts for everybody to consider; all of us are becoming older, and it is harder and harder 

to get volunteers to do things. SDOC is an all-volunteer club. Either members need to step 

up, or we cease to have events, or we need to charge more for dues to pay people to do the 

necessary work for events. 

Vice President: Los Ranchos dog spor ts demonstrations had to be canceled for  many 

reasons. People at the Growers’ Market still want us to come some time this year, but it will 

be too hot until the fall.  

Treasurer: The Apr il Profit and Loss and Year -to-Date Profit and Loss reports were 

reviewed. 

Corresponding Secretary:  

1. AKC Government Relations has confirmed that the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has extended the period during which the pub-

lic may offer comments about proposed changed to the Animal Welfare Act regulations. 

Comments will now be accepted until Wednesday, June 5, 2019. 

2. AKC has approved the application for the Agility Trials to be held September 20, 21, 22, 

2019 at the Bernalillo County Sheriffs’ Posse Grounds. 

3. The results of the May 10, 2019 obedience trial have been processed by the AKC.  
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The judge for the scent work trial sent a thank you for the great trial and Nambe piece given to her in 

appreciation. 

Training Directors’ Reports:  

Obedience/Other: 

Jill Warren and Carolee Douglas will do run throughs in June and July. 

The CGC class is starting in June. The class runs for four weeks of training time, and the fifth week 

will be the evaluation.  

Please think about volunteering to teach class. We have a lot of people who want to take classes and 

not enough teachers.  

For Hearts and Flowers: A large spray of flowers was sent to Talya Bowman’s funeral.  

Agility:  

Peggy Chandler: We lost Talya Bowman, and traditionally the trial after someone passes is in their 

honor. The fall trial will be dedicated to Talya.  

If anyone on the Agility Committee or Agility Instructors get an email or phone call, please respond. 

It’s hard to get any business taken care of when no one answers.  

Board Members:  

At a future date, Cathy Dunbar would like to talk about whether or not we can put rescues on Yahoo 

group.  

Old Business: Terry Brown thanked everyone who volunteered at the May Tr ials. The Tr ials had 

challenges. For example, one of the judges had to cancel.  

Terry also emphasized that this is a volunteer organization and we need volunteers for the trials. AKC 

requires us to put on the trials to maintain our membership. It is expensive—for example, it cost over 

$2200 to rent the building for a day. Expenses for the judges are considerable, and if we have to pay 

people to steward that only adds to the expense.  

Some of our members do not understand that Rio Grande Kennel Club pays us to run their obedience 

trials on Saturday and Sunday. Not only does this bring in money to offset trial expenses, but it gives 

two additional days of obedience competition. Rio Grande has these trials out of tradition. We need 

volunteers on those days, too, so that we are able to run these additional trials. This benefits our club, 

not RGKC.  

People don’t have to practice obedience to volunteer to help. We can all help with all the different types 

of competitions the club sponsors. If you cannot or will not step up at least follow up on emails or 

phone calls and let us know so that we can move on.  

Food for thought: Many clubs require that as a requirement for membership you have to volunteer at 

two events a year.  

Membership Readings:  

First readings for Lisa Ellis, and also for Michelle Vachon and Shelley Baquet.  

Brags: There were many brags by the membership! Congratulations! Remember  to give Linda 

Stephens your brags for the newsletter! 

Hospitality: Thanks to all who contr ibuted to hospitality! 

Announcements and Other Items: 

The next SDOC Membership meeting will be held on June 28, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
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May 10 to 12 Obedience and Rally Trials 
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Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in the SDOC 

training building) - always at 7:00 p.m.  

January 25 

February 22 

March 29 

April 26 

May 31 

June 28 

July 26 

August 30 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at the SDOC 

training building) - always at 6:30 p.m. 

January 22 

February  19 

March 26 

April 23 

May 28 

June 25 

July 23 

August 27 

Remember: see http://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for local events. 


