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Inside this issue: 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club was proud to host 

the first AKC Scent work Trial in New Mexico 

September 7-8-9. We have received wonderful 

feedback from trainers who came from Arizo-

na, Colorado Utah and Texas for the event. 

 

Our local folks, especially our Students, some 

after only 20 weeks of classes, were successful 

beyond belief so we have lots of brags.  

 

A word about titles:  There are four element 

searches - interior, exterior, container and bur-

ied at ascending levels - our trial featured the 

first two levels, Novice and Advanced and the 

four elements searches were offered each day. 

To earn a title in an element, you need 3 suc-

cessful searches. Titles for Novice are SCN 

(Scent work Container Novice) SIN (Interior) 

SEN (Exterior) SBN (Buried). When you have 

all four Novice titles, you earn the overall title 

SWN - Scent work Novice.  

 

From Student Pam Spatz: My baby dog Raven 

Cattle Dog... only 14 1/2 months old was awe-

some!   We Q’ed in 11 out of 12 searches miss-

ing only one interior search. She earned 3 new 

titles. Novice Exteriors. Novice Containers and 

Novice buried, with a first, 5 seconds, a third 

and a fourth. She missed high in trial the last 

day to a very seasoned dog, by 38.5 seconds 

total!   

 

From Student Rich Cummings: Soar Belgian 

Sheepdog had 10 Q's out of 12 searches.  He 

earned his Novice Interior title and his Novice 

Container title.  He has 2 legs each on his Nov-

ice Exterior and Novice Buried titles. 

  

Lisa Berry, one of our judges has this brag 

about her son. Justin earned his Novice con-

tainer and Novice interior Titles with Roo. Got 

a 2nd and 3rd place in Novice B. Had a 100% 

qualifying weekend.  Plus, the awards for Jun-

ior Handler.  

 

From Student Shawna Kircher: Less than a 

week after earning their Rally Advanced title, 

Sandia Lab earned their Container Novice 

(SCN), Interior Novice (SIN), and Buried Nov-

ice (SBN) titles. They qualified in 10 out of 

their 12 entries and placed in 9 of those 10 

qualifying runs, with four 1st places, four 2nd 

places, and one 4th place (run 10 of 10 was just 

out of ribbons in 5th place). It took them just 3 

min 28 seconds total searching time in those 10 

runs combined, out of a combined max time of 

25 minutes! Not too shabby for a dog who just 

figured out "the game" in June!  

     

     Kathy Merlock and Micah Standard Poodle 

entered only one day       and    earned contain-

er, interior and exterior legs  

 

Susan Boswell and Maltipoo Teddy entered 

only one day and earned exterior, interior and 

container legs. 

  

The following members and dogs had 100% 

success rate 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Dee Falk, our other judge, and Dobe were 100% for 6 searches earning their SEN and SBN titles. 

 

Dave Bowling and Omni All American entered 2 days and were 100% for 8 searches. 

 

Super Duper Dog Category (Drum Roll Please): 

  

Earning their overall novice title SWN - qualifying 100% over 3 days with 12 searches were: 

 

Rosemary Burtch and Ty, GSD 

Cathy Hyatt with Bosque Mal.  HIT on Day 2 

Deb Tabor with Rottie Gracie 

 

To say we are totally proud of all our members and students would be an understatement.  Congratulations to them all!! 

 

Of course, none of this could happen without a massive amount of effort and time from our volunteers. Like your mom says, 

"these trials don't put themselves on, you know."  

  

Huge thanks go out to: 

 

Dee Falk and Lisa, our Judges.  Beautiful hides and efficient judging. 

 

Cathy Hyatt our Trial Secretary and special award winner of the BOGO award (two awards in one:  Picky Picky Picky Award 

for her attention to every detail of the paperwork and scorekeeping necessary for a Trial;  Proof Of the Pudding Award for 

Cathy and her over achiever dog Bosque who, in addition to earning his SWN title, also was 100% correct at the Advanced 

hides  by acting as Demo dog for that level - making sure the searches were doable.  That's 100% for 24 searches over 3 

days!!) 

 

Vikki Welby overall facilitator, winner of the Energizer Bunny Award for being everywhere all the time making sure every-

thing was running smoothly 

 

Liz Williams winner of the Fairy Godmother Award    who came down from Wonderland (Pueblo Colorado) just to grant eve-

ry wish for help we needed, stewarding, timing, helping with scorekeeping 

 

Vikki and Liz didn't even have dogs entered!! 

 

Shawna Kircher scorekeeper 

Pam Spatz, Deb Tabor and Rich Cummings, Ava Falk and Shannon Tabor, ring setups, scorekeeper helpers, ring stewards, 

gate stewards, runners and timers. 

Susan Boswell, baker extraordinaire, providing homemade snacks 

Rosemary Burtch, lunch lady, not homemade but necessary for fueling all the hard work everyone else was doing 

      

With that quality of help, it's no wonder our trial went so smoothly. 

  

Looking forward to our next AKC Scent work Trial. Hope to see you there. 

 

Rosemary Burtch 

Nose work Committee Chair   
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Chris & Karen Norfolk’s Pug Bilko recently received his, preferred open title and novice tricks title. He 

also received his achiever dog title August 2018. Well done Bilko our Super Pug, Patriot Pride RE, OAP, 

NJP, TKN 

  

Linda Stephens’ Zia, GSD, earned his first leg in Novice A on September 1st and has now earned his AKC 

THD and received a certificate as an Achiever Dog as well. 

 

Pam Day’s Cardigan Jet received his Rally Intermediate title at the SDOC trials. He has also completed 

100 hours as a therapy dog for his THDA title 

 

Jeff Robb's aussie Django went to Amarillo last month and came home with a new Rally Advanced title 

and placement.   

 

During the Labor Day show, on Sunday, Tuxe White Tie and Cathy Dunbar completed their Rally Ad-

vanced title with a score of 99. 

 

In his first agility trial, Cricket Mara’s Smooch earned two firsts in Novice A JWW. 

 

In July 2018 Mike & Rene Urbach’s Bree went to Longmont, CO to the Twin Peaks Dog Club show and 

got her United Kennel Club United Rally Obedience Champion title (UROC). 

In September we went to Amarillo to the Panhandle Kennel Club Obedience/Rally show. Thursday and 

Friday, she won first place in Master Class.  Saturday, she tied for first place but was second by 3 seconds 

in Master Class.  Sunday, she won Rally Advanced, won Rally Excellent, and won Master Class, earning 

her Rally Master title with a perfect score of 100 and becoming one of the two first Pomeranians to earn 

the Rally Master title for the breed.  She also won High Combined Rally and High Triple Q Rally. 

Bree has qualified for the AKC Rally National Championship again this year and will be going to Tulsa in 

March 2019. 

 

Nanci Olson and Sue Steketee's springer's had a great English springer spaniel Nationals week at Purina 

Farms! 

In agility, Corey finished her Open JWW title.  

In obedience, she earned her first two CDX legs with first places.  

In rally, Corey earned her first RA leg and Riley earned his fifth RAE2 leg.  

Corey won a versatility award for the show by qualifying in three different events. 

 

Jake, Sheltie and his Mom, Peggy Chandler, earned his Master’s Jumper Preferred 7 at the White Sands 

Agility Trial the weekend of Oct 5, 6, 7 in Las Cruces.  

 

At the same Trial, Buster, Australian Shepherd and his Dad, Chuck Chandler, earned their Master’s 

Standard Preferred 5 at the White Sands Agility Trial the weekend of Oct 5, 6, 7 in Las Cruces.  

 

Brags, Brags, & More Brags 

Page  3 



Page 4 Scents & Nonscents 

How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter “Scents & 
Nonscents” is published 11 

times per year. Contributions 
are welcome at any time, 
provided they are in an 

electronic format (*.txt, *.doc, 
*.jpg, *.tiff) and received by 

the deadline. 

Send your items and ideas to 
the Editor. Linda Stephens 

 

lindastephens2005@ 

comcast.net  

Deadline for each issue is 
the 5.th of each month! 

 
Information is believed 

correct at the time of printing, 
however the Editor and staff 

bear no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Allie Wimber for 
copying and mailing, and to 

Sue Babcock  
our Webmaster 

sue@babcock.com 

Joke/Cute Photo of the Month 

 

 

Comments from - 
Your Editor 

October is a busy Month.  Just remember that on Halloween to keep your 

two legged and four legged kids safe.  Treats for all and if possible let the 

four legged kids enjoy the fun of Trick or Treating. 

 

I need articles for the next few newsletters so please polish your writing 

skills and send me lots of interesting articles. 

 

Good luck to everyone entered in the upcoming shows and trials. 
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Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before 

December 1 will 

be credited to 

the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check the 
Website for complete 

class information , class 
applications  and spe-

cial updates. 

In Attendance: 
Officers and Board Members:  Betty Pearson, President; Jeff Robb, Vice President; Sue 
Babcock, Treasurer; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Board Members: Peggy Chan-
dler, Christy Stern 
Directors: Deb Tabor, Obed/Rally/Conformation/Other Director 
Absent: Julie Brozek, Recording Secretary; Amy Montano and Stephanie Kourestsos, Board 
Members; Pat Hester, Agility Director; Annie Newsted, Tracking Director 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Jeff Robb at 7:10 PM in the training 
room of the SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque.    
 
The minutes of the August 2018 Membership Meeting were approved as published. Len 
Stans moved. Jane Winkler second. Motion carried. 
 
Officers’ and Board reports: 
Vice President: 

Midge Springer, a longtime member and supporter, is stepping down from her dog ac-
tivities. She is donating to the club hundreds of wooden dumbbell dowels and ends, 
pottery trophies that can be used for upcoming trials, and articles. Thank you very 
much, Midge. 

Another member has agility equipment (jumps, tire, etc) to donate. Contact Jeff if 
you’re interested.  

 
President: 

Thank you to everyone who helped out at the trials.  
New floor – big thanks to the floor committee 
Sign-in sheets – members training their dogs outside of class time in the main room 

MUST sign in and sign out. It is a liability issue. 
 

Corresponding Secretary: 
AKC’s new headquarters will open Sept 17, 2018, followed by the relocation of the AKC 

Museum of the Dog in the same building on Park Ave, NY in Jan 2019 
Judge’s Panel and Application has not been received by AKC for Feb 3, 2019 trial 
AKC’s records indicate that they have not received an application for Obedience/Rally 

even on Sat and Sun Feb 9 & 10, 2019 
AKC has approved member clubs to offer unlimited number of Rally events in a calen-

dar year. 
AKC continues to encourage clubs to take part in the Education Webinar Series. 

September General Meeting Minutes 

By Sue Babcock 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are held 

on the Tuesday 

prior to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. Minutes 

are available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

k9dance@comcas

t.net 

 or at any General 

Membership 

meeting. 

 
Corresponding Secretary Continued: 

AKC announced the “AKC Fit Dog” program, an introductory level incentive program 
offering dog owners who reach a specified fitness goal a free magnet with fit logo. 

AKC has processed and closed out the Rally and Obedience event held Sept 1-3, 2018. 
Evi Fox sent SDOC a thank you note for a great trial. 

 
Treasurer: 

The August Profit and Loss and the Year-to-Date Profit and Loss reports were reviewed. 

 
Training Directors’ Reports: 
Tracking: (Betty read for Annie): 

TD and TDX events are on track. 
The VST will be held the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 

 
Obedience (Deb Tabor): 

Scent Work had their first AKC trial, which was very successful and received a lot of ku-
dos from participants, who were from NM, CO, AZ, and TX.  

Floor – thanks to all who made it happen 
Floor Cleaning – there are instruction in the room, please read and follow. Need to limit 

water on the floor so the dog water bowl is in the restroom. Cleanup puddles by 
pressing paper towels on it (don’t scrub – it shreds the towels and leaves a mess), 
then spray with disinfectant. 

Kennels – will get trays for the wire kennels. If a dog makes a mess in a kennel, CLEAN IT 
UP. 

 
Agility (report by Peggy Chandler):  

The trial went extremely well. A representative from AKC said it was the best run trial she 
had ever been to. 

 
Old Business: 

Obedience and Rally trials will be held at the Sporting Dog Show – Balloon Fiesta Park on 
Nov 3 and 4, 2018. Entry forms are on the Jack Onofrio site.  

Carting tests will also be held. See Deb Tabor for details. 
 
Nominating Committee 

The 2019 slate is as follows: 
Better Pearson, President 
Jeff Robb, Vice President 
Sue Babcock, Treasurer 
Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary 
Stephanie Boutz, Recording Secretary 
Board Members: 

Peggy Chandler 
Stephanie Kourestsos 
Christy Stern 
Cathy Dunbar 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC

@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 

Rosemary 

Burtch at 

rosybee@earthl

ink.net with 

questions 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, 

or download 

from the SDOC 

web site! 

 
 
Membership readings:  

Welcome Pam Spatz and Durana Durgin, who were voted into membership after a second reading! Deb Tabor 
moved. Multiple seconds. Motion carried. 

First readings: Melissa Frei, who has Rotties 
 

Brags: There were many brags by the membership! Congratulations! Remember to give 
Linda Stephens your brags for the newsletter. 
 
Next Meeting: The next SDOC Membership meeting will be the SDOC Halloween party on 
October 26. Cathy Robb will be in charge of hospitality. Bring food and dogs for a fun time. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 PM.     

New Floor Cleaning Instructions 

ALWAYS TAKE YOUR DOG AND HAVE STUDENT’S TAKE THEIR DOG TO THE POTTY YARD 

BEFORE CLASS.  Let’s try to avoid doggie accidents  

Cleaning up dog accidents and spills is completely different compared to before.  No more mop and bucket.  It is a 

two-step process that utilizes a spray bottle with a pre-mixed CLEANING SOLUTION to clean accident areas.  

That is followed by spraying the pre-mixed DISINFECTANT lightly over the area.  This disinfectant has the abil-

ity to kill parvo and even many bacteria and dog flu viruses.  This is good stuff!  

Both spray bottles are clearly marked.  Please use them according to the instructions noted below  

SOLID WASTE (very solid and easy to pick up) 

Pick up poop with grocery bag over your hand (suggest double bagging your hand in case bag has holes) 

If there is remaining residue,  

Spray CLEANER on soiled area  

Soak up cleaner with paper towels (DO NOT RUB)  

Place wet paper towels in grocery bag 

Spray DISINFECTANT lightly on the area of the accident 

Dispose of grocery bag in potty yard garbage can 

LIQUID WASTE (urine, loose poop, or spilled drinks) 

Soak up liquid waste with paper towels (DO NOT RUB) 

Place wet paper towels in a grocery bag 

Spray CLEANER solution on the soiled area 

Soak up CLEANER with paper towels (DO NOT RUB), place these wet paper towels in grocery bag 

Spray DISINFECTANT lightly on the area of the accident 

Dispose of the grocery bag in potty yard garbage can 

NEW RULE FOR DOG WATER BOWLS 

The communal water bowl is now located in the bathroom.  All individual water bowls must be placed in bath-

room as well, or in the foyer.  We want to keep water off the flooring  

HUMAN DRINKS 

Drinks are now only allowed on the new “DRINKS TABLE,” not next to your chair or on a chair.  Sugary drinks 

are especially difficult to clean off this textured floor.   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The new cleaning and disinfecting methods for the building are fairly straightforward with the frequency for vacu-

uming (5X/week) and mopping (2X/week) similar to our previous protocols.  The entire floor will be disinfected 

once a week.   
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

 

.  
October…. It sure came quickly and the skies will be filled 

with beautiful color and hopefully your dogs are fine with the 

balloons aloft.  So far mine pretty well ignore them so I can 

enjoy but not many come our way. The careless drivers seem 

to increase with the balloons too - maybe eyes skyward rather 

than on the road so be careful out there. 

 

The September trials went well. I heard there was an AKC rep 

at the agility trial who said it was the best run trial she had 

been to. You don’t get better than that. The obedience trial 

earlier in the month was a success and everyone seemed to 

have a good time We held the first Scent work trial and got complimented on it as well. 

We’ve had entries in all from NM, Colo, Ariz, and Texas… I want to thank everyone for 

all their effort working at them We would not be as successful without everyone of you. 

Any time at all that you are able to volunteer is appreciated. It does take a village to get 

these set up, taken down, and managed during the time it is going on. 

 

A huge item in September is the new floor. There are details elsewhere in this S&N 

about the putting it in and the care for it. Please everyone read and apply the changes and 

help it last long and look well. The club thanks many who were involved in the various 

aspects of installation but the primary people who spent many hours and much effort, 

even to getting their families to help are Deb Tabor, Cathy Dunbar, and Barb Mitchell…

thank you and your families very much.  

 

The nominating committee has met and the proposed slate appears in this issue of the 

S&N.  

 

The meeting this month is the Halloween party… it is always a lot of fun. Dress up, 

dress your dog up, play games, and enjoy the hospitality goodies. If there are things 

you’d like to bring, please let Jeff and Cathy Robb know. They will be doing their usual 

wonderful job of organizing this. The meeting date is 26th October. Hope to see you all 

there. 

 

 

Betty 

Prez Sez 

By Betty Pearson 

 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if 

there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, 

please include 

a picture of 

your dog! 
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The Nominating Committee met by phone and e-mail this year while the 

new floor was installed. The members are: 

Cathy Robb 

Lyn Melin 

Terri Brown 

Donna Faulkner 

Estelle Metz 

Mary Roberts, Alternate 

  

One officer and one board member stepped down. Julie Brozek and 

Amy Montano will be missed. 

The nominated slate for the coming year: 

  

Officers 
President                            Betty Pearson 

Vice-President                   Jeff Robb 

Treasurer                            Sue Babcock 

Recording Secretary         Stephanie Boutz 

Corresponding Secretary Estelle Metz 

  

Board 
Peggy Chandler 

Stephanie Kouretsos 

Christy Stern 

Cathy Dunbar 

  

Thank you all for serving on the committee and on the Board. 

  

Estelle Metz 
 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 



Page 10 Scents & Nonscents 

Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2018 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Betty Pearson 

Vice President: Jeff Robb 

Treasurer: Sue Babcock 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Julie Brozek 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, Amy Monta-

no,  Stephanie Kouretsos, Christie Stern  

 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Deb Tabor 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum & Pat Hester and  

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Linda Stephens 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:  Sue Babcock 

Maintenance Projects:  John Clendenin and Len 

Stans 

Thank you one and all! 

NEW FLOOR REPORT FROM CATHY DUNBAR 

 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

 To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Stephanie 

Kourestsos at 

AgilityReg 

@sdocnm.org 

or 828-9660 

 

To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

conchobar66@ 

hotmail.com 

  505-898-2706 

The floor is finished and ready for us!  The building was opened for use on Monday, September 24 th.  

Classes and drills started that day and the floor got a good workout that first week. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make this huge project happen!  First of all to Deb Tabor, our Obedi-

ence Training Director, who proposed a challenge to the Board to consider the installation of a high 

quality, cushioned floor.  Then, many thanks are owed to our President, Betty Pearson, who without her 

continued support this project would have failed.  Others have tackled this project in past years, yet the 

project never got off the ground.  It was this combination of people that made it happen.  Thanks also to 

Barb Mitchell, who helped with all the little details – beginning with the first mat removed from the 

storage room until completion of the sealant.  Additionally, she came up with her own list of things to 

do to make both the training room and the storeroom more usable…and much cleaner! And thanks to 

all who came after the Scent Work Trial, rolled up old mats, vacuumed, and mopped the bare cement 

floor in preparation for the arrival of the materials.  Thanks to all of you who gave a half day to “foyer 

sitting” so the workmen had continuous access to the building.   

Unloading 6 tons of mats from a shipping truck September 10th was exciting to watch and rest assured, 

none of us got too close!  The installers worked hard that first day getting everything inside the building 

and even unrolled the new mats out on the floor to let them relax.  Then the installers arranged the mats 

carefully with a scant 1/8” inch overlap.  Considering each roll weighs hundreds of pounds and were 

slid across the floor into position, it was obviously hard, sweaty work.  Next came the task of gluing the 

mats to the floor, pushing the seams tightly together, and then using heavy rollers to adhere the rubber 

to the glue and to the cement.  Another couple of sweaty days for the installers.  Then came the clean-

ing and re-cleaning of the new mats in preparation for the sealant.  This involved big machinery, a mon-

strous vacuum the installers called “the elephant” and a huge walk behind scrubber/rinser/suction ma-

chine, and then finally, two applications of sealant.  We roped off the entry ways into the training room 

to allow the sealant time to fully cure.  Then time to move back in and work out what the new methods 

were for caring for the floor.  Our brains have had a good workout over the past few weeks! 

SDOC is totally back in business for obedience, rally, scent works, agility, conformation and puppy 

kindergarten classes.  We all have a wonderful working surface for both ourselves and our dogs.  Please 

read the separate article in this S&N on how we can all work together to keep our floor like new. 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

September Agility Trial 
 

At our September agility trial, SDOC honors our retired agility dogs with a special event  we call Victory Lap.  Each 
team gets a chance to one last time, run an agility course with their retired dog.  The handlers pick the best jump 
height and course for their dog. At the end of the run the  handlers are then presented with a personalized ribbon 
with the dog's name and all the titles that the dog has and a printed bio with the dog's picture. 
 
  It is always a bittersweet time when we all get to cheer some of our favorite teams one last time.  We know how 
much time and effort has gone into the training of the dog and the many memories we all share with these dogs as 
well as our own.  
 
This year we had 14 teams.  From left to right Dick Bruni and Bro, Carl Necker and Arthur, Chris Sanks and Indi, Vic-
ki Loukes and Pollie, Evi Fox and Bling, Annie Newsted and Ditto, Betsy Britton and Janice Anthes with Rowdy 
(Rowdy accepting the award for Ceilidh  who was ill), LeAnn Miller and Jag, Lisa Frankland and Remi, Nancy Olsen 
and Riley, Hokie Wiley and Georgie, Mica Tyler and Hemi and Vivian Giudice and Rx. 
 
Congratulations to all the teams this year and we wish all of them many happy years in retirement. 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Teaching People and their 

Dogs for over 50 years. 
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Albuquerque NM 

Phone: (505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

Future General Membership Meetings (in the SDOC 

training building) - always at 7:00 p.m.  

May 25 

June 29 

July 27    (Ice Cream Social?) 

August 31? 

September 28 

October 26  (Halloween Party) 

November 16 

December 14 (Christmas Party) 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at the SDOC 

training building) - always at 6:30 p.m. 

May 22 

June 26 

July 24 

August 28? 

September 25 

October 23 

November 13 

December 18 

Remember: see http://sdocnm.org/class-calendar for local events. 


