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 With our warm winter this year, you can ex-
pect to see bugs (aka fleas and ticks) early this 
year.  I’ve already caught a flea on one of my 
hounds so they are on control meds.  Mosquitos 
will probably be happily spreading heartworms 
soon as well.  And, of course, don’t forget 
Lyme disease which is also spread by ticks. 

Now fleas can be treated with Frontline or one 
of the other good doggy insecticides, but ticks 
need to be removed as soon as possible if found 
on your dog.  Then you need to get your pet 
checked and put on heartworm preventives 
from your vet for the year.  It’s time for that 
yearly checkup!   

Even if your dog is on medications, you will 
still want to remove any tick from your dog’s 
body asap.  Here are some suggestions on how 
to remove that tick in the safest manner possi-
ble. 

First feel your dog’s body carefully.  If you 
encounter a tick, do not panic.  Gather your tick 
kit, i.e., a tweezers or commercially available 
tick remover, a jar with a screw top lid, a small 
wad of cotton, and rubbing alcohol.  Although 
most of us tend to just toss the tick into the 
toilet, it is wiser to place it in the jar in alcohol 
and save it in case you need to take it to the vet 
to see if it is carrying a disease such as Lyme or 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever.  By the way, 
tossing it in the toilet won’t kill it.   

It is recommended that you wear latex gloves 
so that you don’t come in contact with the tick 
or the site where it bit the dog.   

Now most of us have dogs that will do a sit/
stay and allow you to remove the tick, but if 
your pooch is wiggly, you may need to involve 
a family member or friend.  You want to be 
very sure of removing the entire tick, and a 
wiggly dog doesn’t help. 

Be sure to move the og’ fur away from the site 
and get a good look at the tick.  Grasp the tick 

with your tweezers as close to the dog’s skin as 
possible.  Try not to pinch your dog’s skin, but 
get a good hold on the tick so that you will 
hopefully get the entire tick, including the 
head.  If the head remains in the skin, it can 
result in a skin infection or irritation.  You 
don’t want to have that happen.  Don’t twist the 
tweezers as this may crush the tick and loose 
the infections organisms allowing them to still 
get into the dog’s body or on your hands.  After 
the tick is removed, use the cotton to swab a 
little alcohol on the site of the wound.   

After you have the tick in the jar, add some 
alcohol to kill and preserve the tick.  Then re-
move the gloves and discard them and thor-
oughly wash your hands.  You certainly don’t 
want to get Lyme disease yourself.   

Lastly, keep an eye on the dog for the next few 
days, watching for signs that the skin where the 
tick was is not red or inflamed.  If it is, take the 
dog and the jar with the tick in it to your vet to 
check for disease.   

And don’t forget that a tick or flea can catch a 
ride on your dog and fall of in your house 
which could be a real problem.  If you’ve been 
out in one of our parks, out on the mesa, or in 
any dog park, be sure to check your dog outside 
before you and Fido enter the house.   

Yes this sounds like dealing with ticks and 
fleas is a scary thing, but an ounce of preven-
tion…  You know the saying.  And these crit-
ters can show up on your dog any time.  A 
friend of mine was in the conformation ring 
with her nice shiny clean dog when the judge 
found a tick on the dog!  Needless to say, my 
friend was horrified, but it can easily happen 
when you and your dog are around other dogs 
and in public places.  Have a Tick-Free Spring! 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

elliegreyhound 
@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Lisa 

Frankland for Co-
Editing,  and Allie 

Wimber for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                                
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.  

Stewards for classes on Friday, Saturday and Sunday!!!  We need folks to steward 
the obedience rings for all three days or any of the days that you can help out.  Even 
though our SDOC trial is held on Friday, the RGKC trials on Sat. and Sun. also need 
stewards.  In order to have smooth running trials, we need some experienced people 
to work on Saturday and Sunday as well as Friday.  Inexperienced folks are also 
welcome and can be placed with experienced stewards who can help them do a good 
job.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the training room, and I believe 
a sign-up sheet is also being passed around at our meetings.  Front row seats right in 
the middle of the action are available and ready to be filled! 

 

Also needed, breakfast yummies for the Friday SDOC trial.  We always serve a nice 
assortment of breakfast goods to the exhibitors and workers on Friday, and the more 
and larger variety we can offer the more grateful these people will be.  Contact the 
Hospitality Chairperson for suggestions as to what to bring.  Of course we under-
stand that if you are exhibiting, you may not have time to make banana bread or a 
coffeecake, but fruit is also welcome as are doughnuts and similar items.  Do let our 
Hospitality folks know ahead of time so they can organize things. 

 

Just so you can plan ahead, we will need the same sort of folks for our Fall Trials 
held on Labor Day weekend.  Consider helping with this whether you are showing 
or not.  Accommodations  for showing your dog can be made.  It’s fun and you learn 
a lot about trialing! 

 

There will  be a training session for Stewards on May 6 which is the Friday be-
fore our trials.  This will be in conjunction with the Friday night run thrus, and 
will be led by Halle Ray.  She is an AKC obedience judge and one of our Club 
members.  This will be particularly useful for new folks as you’ll learn a lot 
about ring procedure and where the steward fits into the picture.  Plan on com-
ing.  This is also a good way to support our Club. 

NEEDED FOR THE MAY TRIALS! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 

(per the SDOC 

Training 

Regulations) 

For these 

purposes, the 

training year will 

be from 

December 1 to 

November 30 of 

the following 

year. The total 

hours of any 

class which 

begins on or 

before December 

1 will be credited 

to the following 

training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

We  need such equipment for the training of various classes as that listed below.   The original 
items were accidentally discard during a fit of spring house cleaning.  Items do not have to be 
new or in super condition.  We may have to purchase new (to us) items as replacements.  If 
you can provide any of the items listed here, please let Rosemary Burtch know.  Hopefully 
most of the items can be replaced very cheaply either from second-hand shops (think flea mar-
kets, etc.) or Goodwill.  Donations would be very welcome.  They are used in training nose-
work, puppy and other classes where distractions are useful. 
Rocking horse 
2 children's plastic lawn chairs, yellow and red 
a child's plastic activity table 
2 miniature plastic laundry baskets, green and blue 
2 small wood boxes with cutout designs 
various other small items including baskets, bags, backpacks and purses 
In fact, the only equipment left are cardboard boxes, cookie tins, cans and 
some bags, purses, etc. 

 

Two training sessions are planned for folks who wish to steward for our May trials 
but are new to the “job”.  They will be held in conjunction with the Friday night Fun 
Matches at the training site on April 22 and May 6.  If you aren’t sure about the du-
ties of a steward, these are the times to get some hands-on training.  Folks with all 
levels of experience are welcome!  Be at the Site by 6:30 pm.  Thanks!!! 

 

And, for the March 19/20 Agility, we also need more workers.  People are needed as jump setters, course 
layers (the part where actual physical setting of the course occurs), timers, runners, etc.  Help is also 
needed on Friday afternoon to help set up for Saturday and on Sunday to break down and put away the 
equipment at SDOC.  These are important jobs folks so step up and give a hand. 

 

Janice Anthes announces that the Conformation Classes at SDOC have started as of February 27 and will 
continue through April 16.  Beginner’s classes are held from 12:30 to 1:30 pm and are for either begin-
ning handlers or beginning dogs.  Advanced and Drill classes run from 1:45 to 2:45 and feature advanced 
handling techniques.  Sign up for Beginning class on an ‘obedience’ form at our website, and just drop in 
for the Advanced class which costs $10 per handler.  That amount is for 1 handler and any dogs they 
have brought, i.e., you can bring more than one dog. 

 

OFA eye and heart clinics will be held at the Rio Grande May shows again.  The Eye clinics will be held 
on Friday from 8a.m. to 5p.m. and on Saturday from 8a.m. to 2p.m.  Be sure to get there early on Satur-
day.  The Heart Clinic will be held on Saturday only from 8a.m. to 5p.m.  Cost for the Eye clinic is $40 
for the first dog and $35 for each additional dog owned by the same person.  Cost for the Heart clinic is 
$45 for the first dog and $40 for each additional dog owned by the same person.  Pre-registration is due 
by May 9.  You may register the day of the clinic IF there is still room.  Pre-registration is wise.   

 

Entries are now open for the SWAT agility trial to be held May 7/8 at the Sheriff’s Posse Grounds.  En-
tries will close April 29 or when all slots are filled.  Contact Clint Wolf for details. 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $10 

per dog per 

session. 

HEELING 

By Unknown  

Heeling is the most complex exercise in obedience.  When teaching heeling, it’s easiest to break it 
down into small pieces. 

 Teach following food with the head up.  Back away from the puppy with the puppy following 
you so that you can see exactly what he does.  Feed and praise as soon as the puppy doesn’t 
leap and moves correctly, even if it’s just one step.  Lengthen distance. 

 Teach moving with head up by your side, and build sustained attention.  Build up to big cir-
cles, and make sure you go both to your right and left.  Hold your hand enough away from 
your body that the dog learns to move in a straight line and doesn't  wrap around you.  Don’t 
move your hand in until the dog can heel without food.  Always release the dog up to the food 
with a ‘get it’ command.  Be exciting and fun when you teach heeling.  You should be the mo-
tivator,, the food just helps with the position. 

 Teach the tuck sit separately. 

 Teach turns by teaching spins and twists, then side stepping both in front and by your side, 
then pivots by your side.  The dog’s rear moves in the opposite direction from where you 
guide the head.  For instance, if you want the rear to go right, encourage the head to go the 
left.    

 Teach walking slowly by decreasing your speed gradually.  Many dogs have a hard time mov-
ing slowly with the head up.   

 Teach fast by breading into a run and releasing out of the run.  By this time, the dog should 
have a good solid habit of staying in place at your left side. 

 When the dogs understands that your heel command means push up and don’t drop its head, 
you can reduce the food.  Start by holding your hand in the same place, sometimes with food, 
sometimes without.  After a while, you can move your hand in (with no food in it), then move 
it back out, and release. 

 Shift responsibility to pay attention to the dog.  If the dog looks away, stop, push on the dog’s 
shoulder, and say something like, “What are you doing here?”  Then release the dog into you, 
heel a few steps, and release to food when you first start this.  Later, just get back into heeling 
and praise. 

 Always praise after a correction when the dog is again correct, as soon as the dog is back to 
working with you.   

 Pacing (a gait in which the dog moves both legs on the right or left side at the trot speed):  
Many dogs pace when the handler doesn’t move out enough, either by lengthening their stride 
or moving faster.  Start correcting this by doing big circles with the dog on the outside.  Then 
slowly decrease the speed so the dog learns to stay in a trot even when you move slower.  
Sometimes a quick pop on the leash helps to get the dog out of a pace and back into a trot.  
Sometimes the dog needs a quick change in your pace in order to pop out of pacing.  This 
should cause him to move into the proper trot with the legs moving in a diagonal pair.      

Have fun working and you’ll have more fun in the ring with this most basic of all movements in 
the obedience exercises.  Remember, your dog doesn’t have to move with his head totally cranked 
in an upward direction, but he should have it at least a little above shoulder level with his atten-
tion completely on you.  Good heeling leads to excellence in nearly all exercises.  Good  Luck! 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Blasts From the Past (the SDOC Past) 

By Laurel Drew 

I’ve been poking through some of our ‘ancient’ newsletters and have happened on some 
names and happenings from our past that current members may find interesting 
(hopefully you still know some of these names).  My sister, in 1970, finished her CD 
title on her Afghan, Zandik Ahsand.  He was one of two Afghan Hounds that were 
owned by SDOC members and which earned titles.  Anybody remember who the other 
Afghan was?  Hint:  He was owned by Pam Moore (now Sehmer).  If you’ve forgotten, 
it was Alpha del Desierto aka Alfie.  Alfie even had a column in the newsletter at that 
time, and Pam was co-editor with, would you believe it?, me!  Yup, I was newsletter 
editor clear back then.  I think I’ve earned retirement if I could just find someone that I 
could con into taking over the S&N. 

Did you know that Bobbie Posey (Bassets were her breed) was incharge of the printing 
at that time?  Bobbie is still around although she has had to give up training due to 
health issues.  She was the one who won the contest held in the early 1970s that resulted 
in the newsletter name, Scents and Nonsense.   

Good grief!  I just found the list of nominees for the year 1971, and Pam Sehmer 
(Moore) was running for Treasurer.  Guess I’m not the only one who just can’t seem to 
get rid of the job.<G> 

We used to have some interesting classes at our Fun Matches.  Just ran across one called 
“Grab Bag”.  In this class each entrant drew a name out of a bag and then handled that 
owner’s dog in the class.  Novice exercises were used.  Another class was the Jackpot 
class.  You paid your entry, and the dogs placing in the class were awarded a certain 
percentage of the pooled money for the class.  You could pay in as much as you thought 
your dog was worth, and took the chance of getting your money back plus some extra.  
Maybe we ought to start some of these classes up again at our Fun Matches.  It could 
sure liven up the party! 

Did you know that in 1970 SDOC had a drill team marching in the State Fair Parade?  It 
was lots of fun and got the Club some extra publicity. 

 

THANK YOU SDOC! 

To be recognized by my contemporariesas the  

Sportsman of the Year 

Is an honor that I am greatly humbled to receive. 

Talya’s words of kindness were so appreciated as were all the hugs that 
were given at the Banquet.  Thank you for the lovely plaque that sits in 

a place of honor on my fireplace.   

Fondly, Vicki 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

The Prez Sez 
By Jeff Robb 

January has come and gone with the club having 2 very successful events.  We held our 
annual Tracking Test (TD) and the dogs did well, we even had someone come all the 
way from Wyoming – she passed, so the trip was worth it.  We also held our Annual 
Awards Banquet. It was at Tanoan Country Club, good food and a good time was had by 
all who attended.  I encourage all of you to come next year, even if you do not earn a 
title, just come and celebrate with us.  Many thanks to Donna Sloan and Allie Wimber for 
coordinating the banquet, it went off very well.  Several people (& dogs) went to El Paso 
for the Obedience and Rally trials there last month, congratulations to all who earned 
legs and/or had a nice performance.  I know some of you went to the Phoenix Obedi-
ence/Rally trials recently (early Feb) – special congratulations to Janice Anthes and Tem-
pe on finishing their CDX!.  

 I am looking for people who would be willing to take on some of the club tasks.  We 
need  our members to be active participants in the club, and you always have stepped 
up when asked – I will be asking. As Maggie reminded us so many times, it takes a small 
army of volunteers to make this club run, and so many of you have been wonderful 
about helping out. 

After 7 years of loyal service, Clint Wolf has stepped down as our web master – thank 
you Clint.  The Board is working on bringing in our next web master and improving our 
web site.  Anyone who is willing to help out with ideas for the new site please contact 
Amy Montano.  Unfortunately the web site will not be updated with new information until 
we get up and going again.  Please be patient and check our Facebook page for current 
information.   

We will be having an Obedience seminar this summer.  Presenter is Laura Romanick, she 
is very accomplished and comes highly recommended.  Terri Brown is in charge of the 
seminar and has place fliers and registration forms in the foyer at SDOC.  Sign up soon, 
it will fill. 

I am looking forward to another good year for SDOC and our furry friends – so go have 
fun with your dog(s)! 

Sherry Roger’s Emmy 
with her share of the 
ribbons at the Lubbock 
Trials. 

Lynn Black’s Bel-
gian Sheepdog 
wins Group 1 in 
Denver. 



 

Has your dog 

accomplished 

something 

new? E-mail all 

the details to 

the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 

a “CH” or “X” 

anywhere in 

that title, please 

include a 

picture of your 

dog! 
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Minutes of the February Membership Meeting 
By  Karen Provine, Secretary  

In Attendance:  
Officers and Board Members: J eff Robb, President; Betty Pearson, Vice President; Amy Montano, 
Treasurer; Karen Provine, Recording Secretary; Estelle Metz, Corresponding Secretary; Peggy Chandler, 
Board Member; Stephanie Kouretsos, Board Member 
Directors: Barbara Peter sen, Agility; Annie Newsted, Tracking 
Absent: Toi Tschohl, Obedience Director ; Michele Lommasson, Board Member ; Pam Sehmer , Board 
Member 

The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Robb at 7:00 PM in the training room of the SDOC facility, 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque

The minutes of the January 2016 General Meeting were approved as published.  Danny Metz moved, Betty Pearson seconded, motion carried. 

Officers and Board reports: 
a. President 
Website Update -Outside contractor, Sarah Sayles has been selected as webmaster.  A design committee has been formed and includes Amy Montano
Wilson and other interested parties.  Submit helpful ideas to Amy, Stephanie or Lynn.  Amy reports the committee has had one meeting, with their next meeting scheduled for Sun-
day. Initial ideas and desired functionality to be submitted to Sarah within the week. Launch date should be available by next month’s General meeting.  Check Facebook page and 
Yahoo group for class information until website is functioning.  See Amy if you previously had access to update the website. 
Spring Obedience & Rally Trial -The trophy and steward sign up lists were circulated.  Jane Winkler has volunteered to serve as Chief Ring Steward.  Please v
ard.  A training session for new stewards will be scheduled. See Jane, Jeff or Maggie Gee to help with the trial scheduled for Friday, May 13. 
b. Vice President-New directories will be available next month. 
c. Treasurer-The profit and loss statement for January was reported. A finance/budget committee which includes members representing all disci
meeting 03.07.16. Proposals to the Board will follow.  Let training directors and facilities managers know of any club needs. 
d. Corresponding Secretary -AKC has processed the Tracking Test held 01.10.2016. The corresponding date for next year is Sunday, 01.08.17. See Estelle fo
rules as there have been some changes. 
Training Directors’ Reports: 
Tracking – TDX is March 13, 2016. Nine entries have been received for the 6 dog trial. Slots will be chosen by draw.  Three entries are from out of state
needed. Let Annie know if you are aware of a location with lots of grass for the Tracking Dog Urban Test. 
Obed/Rally/Conformation/other – Jeff recognized Christy Stern and Karen Naughton who have been promoted to Head Rally Instructors. New classes are starting.
Agility – March trial closes Wednesday.  The premium is available at http://www.windogagilitypremiums.com/ 
Congratulations on recent promotions: 
Cricket Mara to provisional Head Instructor 
Cindy Bair to Assistant 
Suzanne Ratchner to Head Instructor Agility Prep 
New classes are forming.  Information is posted on our Facebook Page. 
New Business: Pam Day donated a book on separation anxiety to the library. 
No key exchange this month.  Locks were changed last fall.  Current keys will continue to work.  Maggie Gee will contact members regarding their rental keys.  The agility field 
needs to be secured with a chain.  The key to the agility field will work on the new emergency exit gate between the potty yards. 
Jill Warren reports the Sangre de Cristo Kennel Club is AKC approved for Agility and Conformation trials.  They are in the process of getting credentials in order to obtain approv-
al for Obedience and Rally.  This is a small club with few workers.  See Jill if you can help. 
Old business.  See Jeff or  Laurel if you can assist with newsletter  in Laurel’s absence. 
Membership Readings -1st readings – Kathy Roman, Ginger Brayman, and Marcia Starns. Cathy Hyatt, Jill Warren and Donna Crary-Johnson were voted into membership after 
their second readings.  Barbara Petersen moved, Peggy Chandler seconded, motion carried.  Welcome new members! 
Brags - There were several brags by the membership. Congratulations on your accomplishments! 

Hospitality - Thank you to Chr is and Karen Norfolk for  their  hospitality contr ibution. Please sign up to volunteer  to br ing light refreshme

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM                                                                                                    
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2015 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Jeff Robb 

Vice President: Betty Pearson 

Treasurer: Amy Montano 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Karen Provine 

Board of Directors:  Peggy Chandler, 
Pam Sehmer,  Stephanie Kouretsos, 
Michelle Lommasson. Amy Montano 

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Obedience Director: Toi Tschohl 

Agility Director:  Peggy Chandler & 
Barb Peterson 

Tracking Director: Annie Newsted 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Allie Wimber  

Web Wizard:   Needed! 

Maintaince Progjects:  John Clendenin 

Thank you one and all! 

 Barb Peterson 
and  Peggy 
Chandler, 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@ 

SDOCNM.org 

Or 

bep2003@aol.c
or 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 We are delighted to announce and congratulate Barb Mitchell and her Golden, Fagan, on earning 
their UDX degree at the Lubbock, Tex. trials in February . 

 Chris Sanks and his dog, Nitro, finished their  MACH title just recently.  Congratulations!!!  Do you 
have a photo?  We’d be happy to put it in our next Scents and Nonsense! 

 Sherry Rogers two Rotties, Emmy and Zuni did very well at the Lubbock 
Trials.  In his first times in the ring, Zuni earned his Beginning Novice 
title with 3 first places and his Novice Rally title with a first and a third 
and one perfect score!  Nice going Zuni, you make your mommie proud!  
Not to be outdone, Emmy (pictured elsewhere in this issue) earned her 
Rally Excellent, tying for first place but ending up in second due to times. 

 Janice Anthes and Tempe Flat-Coat finished their CDX in Phoenix with 3 
first places!  Congratulations!!! 

 Denise Soon and Barb Merikel drove to Texas to pick up Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi, Ch. Heart of Gold Playing For Keeps (aka, Keeper) to breed to 
multi-titled CD Coedwigs Malachite who is noted for his excellent tem-
perament and working ability (his list of titles would fill the rest of this 
column!) and for passing those traits on to his offspring.  Denise will get 
pick of the litter and is absolutely thrilled with this planned breeding!  
Major Congratulations, Denise and Barb! 

 Chris Sanks and Papillon Nitro (aka Little Dude Nitro) earned their 
MACH on February 12, and then followed up with a Time To Beat title in 
March!  BTW, Nitro is not yet 3 years old.  Congrats, you two!!! 

 Lynn Black reports that her Belgian Shepherd, Hope, won the Bred By 
Exhibitor Group at Plum Creek KC in Denver last month.  Picture on page 
six. 

Sherry Roger’s 
Zuni with his 
cache of ribbons 
from the Lubbock 
trials. 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at 

kknaughton@g

mail.com 

 or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 

a member? Get 

an application in 

the lobby at the 

Club building, or 

download from 

the SDOC web 

site! 

DOU-

BLE 

Q 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a lot happening in the agility community during the month of March. Spring 
SDOC agility classes have begun which means that training goals have been set for the 
new year. We are excited about the classes that SDOC is offering this season. 
 
On the weekend of March 18-20, 15 New Mexico agility teams, the majority of them 
members of SDOC, will be heading to Tulsa, Okla for AKC National Agility Champion-
ship competition where the quickest and most agile dogs in the country will be aiming 
for the title of National Agility Champion. To meet the tough standards to qualify for the 
2016 competition, during 2015 qualifying period, teams must earn 5 double Qs, 20 quali-
fying legs in Masters Standard and/or JWW and earn 600 MACH points. (MACH points 
are earned for every second a dog runs over the course time set by the judge). 
During the event, dogs will run timed agility courses, off leash, striving for a perfect 
score of 100. Any missed obstacles or other mistakes result in penalty faults which are 
deducted from the score.  
Agility, AKC’s fastest growing canine sport, provides fun, exercise, as well as strength-
ens the bond between dog and handler. Dogs demonstrate their agile natures and versatil-
ity by following cues from the handler through a timed obstacle course of jumps, tunnels, 
weave poles and other objects.  
New Mexico, and especially club members of SDOC will be well represented at the 
AKC National Agility Championship Finals. Congratulations and well wishes to them.  
 
This year marks the 20th AKC National Agility Championship and the 7th Preferred Na-
tional Agility Championship.  
Up to the minute coverage will be posted on the AKC National Agility Championship 
Facebook page.  
 
To see great agility teams in action during the weekend of March 18-20 it is not neces-
sary to sit in front of the computer watching Facebook or even to travel to Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma! 
SDOC will hold its annual Spring Agility Trial at the Sheriff’s Posse on this same week-
end. The trial will have two judges with dogs competing in two 
rings. Come out to the North Valley to run and support our local 
teams who might be attending 2017’s AKC National Agility Cham-
pionship competition to be held in Perry, Georgia.  
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Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

7:00 p.m.  

March 25 

April 29 

May 27 

June 24 (Ice  Cream Social) 

July 29 

August 26 

September 30 

October 28  (Halloween Party) 

F 
uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
6:30 p.m. 

March 22 

April 26 

May 24 

June 21   

July 26 

August 23 

September 27 

October 25 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 


