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In April, SDOC’s speaker was Jeannette M. 
Kelly, DVM Oncologist.  She presented us 
with great information on signs and 
symptoms, blew up some myths that we’ve 
all heard, and left us with plenty of advice 
and information concerning cancer in our 
pets.  Then, just to emphasize some of her 
comments, I read an article in the little on-
line newsletter published by my own vets at 
South Valley Animal Clinic a week ago.  
Here are some of their observations and 
advice.  Dr. Kelly provided a very 
informative notebook which I could 
completely reproduce, but it is a bit long for 
our newsletter. 
What are the most common signs and 
symptoms of cancer?   
1,  Swollen lymph nodes—these are most 
easily located behind the jaw or behind the 
knee.  Swelling in these can potentially 
indicate lymphoma which can be confirmed 
by a biopsy or cytology. 
2. An enlarging or changing lump, 

especially on the breast should be 
checked.  Most will be benign 
papillomas, lipomas, or sebaceous 
cysts, but if they are irregular in shape, 
growing rapidly or changing texture or 
shape they should be checked out.  
Skin tumors are common in older dogs 
but in many cases are treatable.  
Spaying or neutering at an early age (6-
12 months) can lessen the chance of 
breast or testicular cancer. 

3. Rapid enlargement of the belly could 
indicate internal bleeding or a mass or 
tumor.  A radiograph or ultrasound can 
be very informative. 

4. Chronic weight loss when not on a diet 
should be checked out.  Often this is 
not diagnostic for cancer but can 

indicate that something is wrong and 
should be checked. 

5. Chronic vomiting or diarrhea may be 
indicative of problems in the intestinal 
tract which should be checked for 
tumors. 

6. Unexplained bleeding not due to trauma 
should be checked out immediately 
especially if the dog is old.  These can 
indicate cancer of the mouth which is 
common in dogs as is cancer of the 
nose.   

7. A dry unproductive cough can indicate 
cancer in the lungs as well as heart 
problems and if common diseases are 
ruled out, radiographs or ultrasounds 
may be in order. 

8. Unexplained lameness, especially in 
large or giant breed dogs, is a very 
common sign of bone cancer and 
radiographs are in order. 

9. Straining to urinate or blood in the urine 
usually indicates a common urinary 
tract infection, but if these are not 
rapidly controlled with antibiotics or are 
recurrent, cancer may be the problem.  
Biopsy of the bladder may be needed. 

10. Strong oral order and difficulty in eating 
are commonly due to teeth needing 
cleaning, but it can also indicate a 
mouth tumor.  Kidney disease can also 
create a strong order in the mouth. 

Other hints can be loss of appetite, difficulty 
eating or swallowing, reluctance to exercise 
or loss of stamina or sores that do not heal.  
Remember that you would rather be safe 
than sorry when it comes to your pet’s 
health.   

                             Cont. p. 6 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 
For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  
RALLY DRILLS—Sundays, starting at 2:45 with Excellent, with Advanced and Novice to follow. 
SUPER DRILL CLASSES—Have started again!  9:00—11:30 a.m. with Pam Sehmer. 

NOVICE DRILL CLASSES:  Thursdays with Janice Anthes at 9 a.m.  Wednesdays with 
Catherine Waters at 6:15 p.m.  

Agility Drills: Monday p.m. Masters; Thursday a.m. Drill (all levels); Thursday p.m. 
Open Skills; Fridays p.m. Competition Drill. 

NOSEWORK DRILLS:  Nosework Drills are held on Wednesday from 3:00-5:30.  You 
MUST contact Amy at 2249-8931 each week to reserve your place since this drill is so 
popular that often some people are not able to actually work.   

Freestyle and Tricks Drill:  Sat. 7:00 a.m. with Pam Jones/Julie Brozek.  For SDOC 
Freestyle graduates only.  Others accepted on case by case basis.  

 
Upcoming Classes 

Obedience:                                                                                          
KPT:  Thurs. May 16 at 6:15 with Julie Brozek and Pam Jones                                      
Beginning Novice:  Mon. May 13 at 6:15 pm with Marcie Jensen, and Sat. June 15 at 10:30 
am. (instructor TBA)                                                                                                  
Intermediate Novice:   Mon. June 3 at 7:30 pm with Lisa Berry                                             
CGC Sat. June 1 at 1:30 pm with Marcia Sullivan                                                    
Agility:                                                                                                 
Puppy 1:  Saturdays at 11:45 am starting 6-29 & Puppy 2: Tuesdays 6:15 pm starting 6-18               
Prep Class:  Tuesdays at 7:45 pm starting June 18                                                                    
Novice Skills:  Wednesdays 7:00 pm starting June 5                                                            
Beginning:  Tuesdays at 6:15 pm starting June 25 
Beginning 2:  Thursdays at 6:15 pm starting June 13 
Intermediate: Tuesdays at 7:45 pm starting June 11                                                         

Rally:                                                                                                    
Advanced Rally:   Thurs. March 7 at 6:15 with Jacque Obermeyer& Richard Irland.    It will 
cover advanced and excellent signs with a review of novice signs.                          
Nosework:     Food Agressive Dogs not allowed.                          
Beginning:  Sun. April 7 at 10:00 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                       
Intermediate:  Sun. April 7 at 11:15 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                        
Advanced:  Sun. Jan. 13 at 8:30 a.m. & Weds. At 3:00 p.m.with Amy Hendrickson  

Conformation:  Contact Kim and Marco Banales for info. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

The Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, May 25, SDOC will once again help host the 
Los Ranchos Canine Celebration.  We need dogs and people to demo Obedience, 
Rally, Agility, Conformation, Tricks, etc. etc.  We want to show all the ways we have 
fun with our dogs.  This is a public friendly even so please bring only your best K-9 
ambassadors.  This is a great opportunity to work your dog in a new place and hang 
out with dog friends.  There is a wonderful Farmers’ Market right next door to our 
area!  We need help to get equipment to Los Ranchos (Friday), set it up, and return 
it to the Club Saturday after we’re done.  Set up starts around 7 AM with demos/fun 
starting at 8 AM.  Please contact Cathy & Jeff Robb (345-9681) for information and 
to volunteer.  The location is north on Rio Grande Blvd at the village civic center. 
Edgewood’s Woofstock will return again this year.  It will be held on August 24, 2013 from 10 
AM to 3 PM.  If anyone would like to volunteer to do demonstrations and help “newbies” try 
their dogs at whatever you are demonstrating, please contact Mike Ring at Edgewood Animal 
Control.  His e-mail address is:  PAWS2@Edgewood-NM.ggov.  You are more than welcome to 
forward this to any organization or person whom you think might be interested in coming and/
or participating.  This is from Bonnie Conner! 
I just received a notice of a new book, “Grieving the Loss of Your Pet; How to Survive Your 
Journey” by Rebecca Cagle.  This book covers such topics as what should I be feeling when I 
lose my pet and how long should I grieve.  It covers a number of different scenarios of pet loss, 
how to bond with a new3 pet, and many questions about the grieving process which applies to 
pet loss just as much as human loss.  You can obtain the book through Amazon.com or check 
your local pet stores and sources. 
Please remember not to stash equipment just inside the storage room door.  People 
have to step inside, often in the dark to reach the light switch, and  items left there 
are a major safety hazard.  When putting equipment away, try to place it in the 
appropriate bin or space.  Several of these are marked.  Yes, some of the equipment 
is heavy, but we don’t want any accidents! 
From Maggie Gee:  Kudos and thank you to all who helped/participated in this past weekend’s 
AKC Obed/Rally trials and made it a success.  We had approximately 122 dog/handler entries in 
obedience.  This was about 20 more entries than last year due to the Fri/Sat/Sun trials being 
designated as AKC Riogion 7 Qualifying Trials—the top 4 highest combined scores in Open B/
Utility B get an automatic invitation to the 2014 National Obedience Invitation next March, 
2014.  The top 4 highest combined scorers were all from out of state:  California (2), Texas (1) 
and Arizona (1).  These folks were scoring 199 and 198 consistently.   
Some folks to thank for their help on these trials:  Trial Chair Terri Brown, Trial Secretary Pam 
Sehm er, Chief Ring Steward Estelle Metz, Jeff and Cathy Robb Trophy Donations, Judges’ 
Hospitality Barbara Mitchell.  Plus, of course, all those wonderful folks who stewarded:  John 
Clendenin, Sault Rovinsky, Gerry Faulkner, Rich Cummings, Patty Schell, Betty Pearson, Amy 
Hendrickson, Laurel Drew, Pat White, Talya Bowland, Kay Nordeen, Dan Metz, Tom Redmon, 
Hallie Ray, Phyllis Collier, Alli Winber, Len Stans, Marcia Sullivan , Chris Saiz, and Lisa Berry.  
And special thanks to those folks who were showing but also volunteered at the last minute to 
fill in as needed:  Carolee Douglas, Marcie Jensen, Dede Brownstein, Lyn Melin, and Rennie 
Fietz.  If your name is missing, I apologize—you are all greatly appreciated.  It takes a small 
army to put on a trial! 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 

 
THE RETURN OF RENATE 
Save them dates! †Renate Van Allen returns to SDOC, this time for a Competition Obedience 
Workshop Saturday and Sunday, July 27 and 28. Renate's past workshops at SDOC were so well 
received that the working slots sold out. Details about registration have already been well 
publicized, so I'll spare your the details. 
THE BALANCED DOG 
We're deep into thought and design and planning for The Balanced Dog class. We plan to 
schedule the four-week class for July or August. Catherine Waters welcomes anyone who wants 
to assist, especially Instructors and Assistants who want to pitch in with these special cases, 
whether they want to contribute their 2-cents' worth or learn a thing or two. Catherine's limiting 
the first class to just 6 dogs, so we can give the closest attention to each dog-handler team. 
INTERMEDIATE NOVICE 
We're getting an Intermediate Novice going June 3. It will meet for eight Monday nights at 
7:30. Starring Lisa Berry with the accomplished Nanci Olsen Assisting. As you all know, IM 
Novice is a rare treat because we need Instructors for other things, notably Basic Novice and 
Puppy, the sources of about half of the club income. So don't miss it! Priority goes to handlers 
WITHOUT training privileges. That's per the Training Regs, not something I just dreamed up. 
Handlers with privileges go on a waiting list. 
CGC RETURNS 
The first Canine Good Citizen Class this year was so successful that we can only hope that this 
June's offering will be half as good. Marcia Sullivan again takes the helm for this four-week 
course that ends with an opportunity to test for this newest AKC title. If you haven't registered 
already, sign up now and cross your fingers that there's still a space left. Assisting Marcia will be 
Bonnie Connor and Michele Lommasson. Testers will be Jacque Obermeyer and Betty Pearson. 
Thanks to you all for making this happen. 
THANKS MUCHLY 
Many, many thanks to everyone's who's answered the call to teach in recent weeks: Jeff Robb, 
Marcie Jensen, Marcia Sullivan, Nanci Olson, Lisa Berry, Vikki Welby, Donna Faulkner, Donna 
Sloan, Donna Tucker (any Donnas I've missed?), Estelle and Danny Metz, Barbara Mitchell, Lynn 
Finley, Michele Lommasson, Karen Naughton, Pam Jones, Julie Brozek, Jacque Obermeyer, 
Richard Irland, Amy Hendrickson, Pam Sehmer and Janice Anthes. You all keep the club 
humming and are never taken for granted. 
For those Instructors, Assistants and Apprentices who haven't had an opportunity to 
get in your hours so far this year, I've got you in mind as we schedule classes for the 
rest of the year.                                                     

John C., Obedience Training Director 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

In Honor of The Dogs That Served 
From the Pasanita Obedience Club Newsletter 

IN HONOR OF MEMORIAL DAY:   Some twenty thousand dogs served the U.S. Army, Coast Guard, 
and Marine Corps in World War II.  They guarded posts and supplies, carried messages, and rescued 
downed pilots.  Scout dogs led troops through enemy territory, exposing ambushes and saving the lives 
of platoons of men.  In the throes of combat, war dogs proved their intelligence, courage, and steadfast 
loyalty time and time again.  Many photographs in National Archives holdings document the exploits—
and the sacrifice—of America’s animal 
warriors. 

Source:  Prologue Magazine, Fall, 1996, Lisa 
B. Auel 

 

Pictures from the National Archives, top to 
bottom:  Dogs are inducted into the Army at 
Front Royal, VA, August 25, 1942. 

 

 

 

  Marine War 
Dog Cemetery, 
Guam, 1947. 

 

 

 

 

Life-sized Memorial Statue of a Doberman Pinscher 
at the Guam Dog Cemetery honoring the 25 dogs that 
lost their lives assisting in the liberation of the island 
during WW II.  The memorial salutes the many other 
dogs who worked as warriors, messengers, scouts 
and   to carry medical supplies to the soldiers.   
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

Continued from p. 1 
That said, cancer does not have to be a death sentence.  In fact, there are many options for 
cancer treatment which include less expensive options such as nutriceuticals, or other 
supplements to their diets.  Chemotherapy and radiation have far fewer side effects in dogs 
than in humans so they should be seriously considered if suggested.  It does not have to ruin 
your dog’s quality of life, and in fact, many dogs and cats are indistinguishable from other 
healthy pets.  Age is really not a factor in cancer treatment so don’t consider cancer as an end 
of life problem. 
Veterinary medicine has made great strides in treating cancer.  We are lucky to have Dr. Kelly 
at the Veterinary Cancer Care Clinic in Santa Fe to help here in New Mexico.  Any veterinarian 
can usually diagnose cancer, but this clinic offers more than just the usual treatments.   Follow 
the following suggestions for prevention and always be alert to the signs and symptoms. 
 Establish a relationship with a veterinarian and make regular checkups a priority, especially 

when your pet becomes older. 
 Spay females prior to or just after their first heat.  Another option is to learn from you vet 

how to give a thorough breast examination. 
 Limit or prevent exposure to tobacco smoke, chemicals, vehicle exhaust and other 

polluntants just as you would try to protect yourself. 
 Provide a high-quality diet and sufficient exercise to prevent obesity which can greatly 

increase your dog’s possibility for cancer. 
 Talk to your veterinarian about adding supplements to support your pet’s immune system 

such as multi vitamins, fish oils, and other nutriceuticals.  Sound familiar?  You should be 
doing this for yourselves as well. 

 Lastly, learn the warning signs and perform regular at-home checks such as feeling your 
dog all over for unusual lumps and bumps and being aware of when they are not up to par.  
We call it the disease of ADR (Ain’t Doin’ Right), but that can sometimes be more significant 
than you think.   

Best of all, take that dog home and love it and treasure it as the best friend that you will ever 
have because (s)he usually is!  

  A couple of happy qualifiers from the AOTC 
obedience trials in Amarillo April 27th and 28th. 
Left, Maggie Gee and Solar, who along with Nanci 
Olsen and Riley, finished their UDs! Right, Lisa 
Frankland and Remi, who were HIT on Saturday. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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April 2013 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Recording Secretary  

The General Meeting was held April 26, 2013 at SDOC and was called to order at 7 pm by Vice President 

Karen Provine. Present were Corresponding Secretary Estelle Metz, Recording Secretary Amy 

Hendrickson, Treasurer Betty Pearson, Obedience Director John Clendenin, and Bonnie Hughes. Absent 

were President Maggie Gee, Terri Brown, Michele Lommasson, Pam Sehmer, Tracking Director Leslie 

Swisher, Agility Co‐Directors Barbara Petersen and Clint Wolf. 

A presentation was given by Dr. Jeannette Kelly of Veterinary Cancer Care in Santa Fe. She gave a 

wonderful talk mostly centered on prevention of cancer in dogs and how cancer is not a death sentence 

it once was considered to be.  Dr. Kelly was a return speaker to SDOC; her last talk to SDOC several years 

ago was equally as well received.  She spoke for a little over an hour. 

President’s Report  The New Mexico Rottweiler Club hosted Dr. Waters of Purdue University at the 

SDOC building on Easter Evening Sunday March 31, 2013 for a talk on a study of dog longevity.  

Approximately 25 people attended. 

The upcoming Spring 2013 Obedience/Rally trial Friday May 10, 2013 in the Creative Arts building at 

Expo NM along with Rio Grande Kennel Club’s Obedience Trials on Sat and Sun have been designated by 

AKC as the Region 7 qualifying trial for the National Obedience Championship Trial to be held in March 

2014.  Lots of out of state competitors, AKC judges, and other top notch competitors are expected to 

come compete so come watch! 

Vice President’s Report   Nothing at this time 

Treasurer’s Report  Given and on file 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report   MADD has invited SDOC to be a part of their Vendor Marketplace. 

AKC reminds us that the Good Dog Helpline is launching this month. 

AKC has approved our agility trials being held 9/20, 9/21, 9/22, 2013. 

AKC has approved our obedience/rally trials being held 8/31, 9/1, 9/2, 2013. 

Recording Secretary’s Report   Nothing at this time 

Obedience Director’s Report  On June 1 a CGC class has been scheduled to begin. 

An Intermediate Novice Class has been scheduled to start June 3. 

Tracking Director’s Report Nothing at this time 

Agility Director’s Report   Nothing at this time 

Old Business  SDOC had a bid in on a heavy duty trailer with the UKC/Enchantment Training Club, but 

lost to another buyer.                                                                                                                               Cont. p. 9 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Maggie Gee 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb 
Petersen 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

Clint Wolf and  
Barb Petersen 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@

SDOCNM.org 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Leonore Abordo’s Borzoi, Bladerunner, earned 2 lure coursing majors recently, and got her 
TT the following weekend at the local Rottweiler Club’s Temperament Test. 

 Clint Wolf and Kaia, Golden, finished their Outstanding Regular Agility and Outstanding 
Chances Agility titles in NADAC recently. 

 Rennie Fietz and Benjamin Toy Poodle earned the 4th or 5th UDX leg in Amarillo. 

 Maggie Gee’s Golden, Solar, completed his UD degree!  Having watched the boy since his 
puppy days, I am thrilled to see them do so well. 

 Lisa Frankland and Kerry Blue Terrier Remington went HIT at AOTC out of Open B on 
Saturday with a 197.5.  He earned his 2nd utility leg with a first place and was 2nd in Open 
B on Sunday, both with scores of 195.  He then finished his UD at SDOC with a 193.5 and 
another first place!  Congratulations!!! 

 Pam Sehmer and Diller, Chinese Crested got their zillionth leg toward their billionths UDX.  
Seriously, those were the 45/46 legs toward a UDX5.  Pretty impressively consistent, huh! 

 Sherry Rogers and Emmy Rottie earned 2 Beginning Novice legs with 2nd and 4th places. 

 Vicki Telles earned 1st and 3rd places in BN with her lovely red Aussie.  

 Penni Adrian’s Cardigan Corgi, Chase, with Ellen Gerwin handling, completed his Herding 
Started Duck (A course) title and earned HIT at the April Southern California All Corgi 
Trial!  

 Carolee Douglas and Ty Cocker Spaniel earned their CDX in Amarillo. 

 Nanci Olson and Riley the Springer Spaniel also qualified in Amarillo earning a UD! 

 Vicki Wilson and Smudge the Tibetan Spaniel finished their CD in Amarillo.  Go Smudge!! 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

April Meeting Minutes, cont.  

The Renate Van Allen Workshop Seminar being held July 27/28, 2013; Registration is now open to 

everyone.  Priority registration for SDOC instructors and members ended after 2 weeks on April 21. 

AKC agility regulation breakaway tire goes into effect September 4,2013.  The Agility Dept. is working on 

buying 2 for trials and 1 for the field. 

The Albuquerque noise ordinance has been researched by SDOC member/attorney Sandi Gilley and the 

board had discussed on April 23  how the new construction nearby may affect SDOC. 

New Business  The SDOC Board approved the rental of a truck for the hauling of equipment to and from 

the obedience/fun match and Labor Day Weekend 3 day AKC obed/rally trial at BCSPA. 

Cathy Robb reminds members of the Village of Los Ranchos Saturday Memorial Day weekend demos of 

what dogs can do that SDOC traditionally does.  If your dog can do agility, obedience, nosework, talk 

nicely to the public, and be a good ambassador for us, be down at the Village center at 8:30 to set up.  

The event is generally over by noon and a good time is had by all.  Contact Jeff or Cathy Robb if you have 

more questions. 

There were first readings at this meeting: LaDonna and Arlen Wershun; and Beki Barreras and Robert 

George.  Lucinda Sherman had her second reading and was voted in by the membership. Welcome! 

Thank you to Bonnie Hughes for coordinating hospitality this month.  Next month’s General Membership 

meeting will be Friday, May 31. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:26 

Brags, cont. from page 8 
 Estelle Metz and Cici Pembroke Corgi earned their first Open leg at our trial May 10.  They 

also got the HS Pembroke Welsh Corgi trophy and the HS Dog with a Therapy Trophy.  To 
top it off, Estelle and Cici finished their RA on Fri. and their RE on Mon. 

 Evelyn Vinogradov and Aussie, Doc, earned their CD at the SDOC Trial May 10. 

 Laurel Shelton and Weimeraner, Seth took a 5 point major at the Weimaraner Specialty 
May 10 in Albuquerque. 

 Pam Jones and Sandy Golden earned their CDX and also the RE (with a first place and 
perfect score of 100. 

 Chuck Chandler and Buster Aussie  as well as Jake Sheltie earned their Herding Tested 
titles at the NM Herding Association. trial this past weekend. 

 Sherry Rogers and Emmy Rottie earned their Beginning Novice title at our trials. 

 Jeff Robb finished the CD on Cathy’s Collie, Ki on Sat. while Cathy is laid up with hip 
problems. 

 Diane Davis’ Weimaraner Lolly finished her Grand Championship 

 Marcia Sullivan and Siberian Koko took a 5pt. Major on Sat. and just need one more major 
to finish. 

 Alex Sloan graduated from High School on Sat. May 11—Donna made it to the ceremony! 

 Bonnie Hughes and Turbo Boxer earned their first RA leg at our trials in May. 
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Here we are in the thick of the spring trial season and our SDOC dogs are showing up and doing well all over the Southwest. 
Congratulations to all for those Q's and Double Q's, as well as meeting our own personal goals! 
 
This round of classes are in full swing and we cannot say "THANK YOU" enough to the instructors and assistants who give their 
time, expertise and support to their students. With a quick look at any of the classes, one will see many happy, active dogs with 
engaged humans. 
 
We are working hard to keep the field and equipment in good shape. Thanks to Clint's sticky fingers, the tire is sporting a bright new 
coat of tape.Thanks to Dee Falk's prototype, there are new, non-leaking tunnel bags inside. And thank you to John Welby who keeps 
our equipment updated and safe! 
 
Here are some "Positive Training Routines" by Dawn Weaver from the June 2012 Clean Run: 
 

1. Always reward for handling sequences. 
 

2.  Don't keep repeating sequences in order to keep your dog from patterning or getting bored. 
 

3.  Speed is habit, so only allow your dog (especially small or low-drive dogs) around the equipment when you, the handler, are 
ready to run. 

 
4.  Reward your dog for doing the agility, not for stopping and facing you, so make sure they "see the reward arriving forward as 
they drive toward the last piece of equipment." 

 
5.  Make sure the equipment and course are safe. 

 
6.  Never say "NO" or shout at your dog on the agility course. 

 
7. Make training successful! Don't ask your dog to do a sequence that they are unable to do. Backchain and reward small 

sequences to build to longer, more complex ones! 
                                                                                               From your Agility Directors 

DOUBLE 

Q 

Bonnie Hughes and Turbo, Boxer, finishing their 
Beginner Novice Title. 
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Pretty Poisonous Plants 
From The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

We all enjoy flowers, whether in a vase in our house or in our gardens.  We enjoy the multitude of bright 
colors and the fragrant odor they give us, but there can be a dangerous aspect to some of our favorite 
plants.  The list of poisonous plants is very long, but this will give you information about some of the more 
common flowers and ornamental plants. 
Lilies are common as cut flowers and in landscaping [especially here in New Mexico where they are easy to 
grow].  They are toxic to cats, but fortunately not to dogs or horses.  All parts of the plant can cause kidney 
problems.  A cat that walks through a garden of lilies, then ingest the pollen as it grooms it fur, can develop 
severe kidney problems. 
Azaleas are toxic to dogs, cats, and horses.  Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea, drooling, mental 
dullness, cardiovascular depression, collapse, and death.  Even eating a few leaves can cause serious 
problems. 
Bird of Paradise is among one of the most beautiful flowers, but it can be toxic to cats, dogs and horses.  
The fruits and seeds can cause vomiting and drowsiness. 
Begonias, especially the tubers are toxic to dogs and cats.  They can cause oral irritation.  This can progress 
to swelling of the mouth, lips and tongue, causing drooling, vomiting, and difficulty swallowing. 
ALL parts of the Castor Bean plant are toxic, but the seeds contain the highest concentration of ricin, one 
of the most poisonous compounds known.  [Remember the ricin attacks by terrorists and the recent letter 
sent to President  Obama?]  This affects horses, cats, and dogs.  Symptoms are mouth irritation, vomiting, 
diarrhea, kidney failure, seizures, and death.  Signs usually start 12 to 48 hours after ingestion. 
Chrysanthemums are toxic to horses, dogs, and cats.  They can cause vomiting, diarrhea, drooling, 
weakness, inability to walk properly, and even skin problems. 
Hibiscus can cause a loss of appetite, vomiting, and diarrhea in dogs, cats, or horses that ingest it. 
Oleander is very toxic to dogs, cats, and horses.  It has toxins that can cause a low heart rate, heart failure, 
and death.  It is also possible to see vomiting and diarrhea. 
There are several ornamental plants that contain cardiac glycosides.  Plants such as clematis and foxglove 
can affect cats, dogs and horses to cause weakness, heart failure, drooling and death. 
There are hundreds of other plants that can be toxic.  For more information on any toxic plants, consult with 
your veterinarian.  Simple precautions can keep your pets safe and healthy. 
Even plants which have parts that can be eaten such as rhubarb (the stems only) can be poisonous in other 
parts such as the leaves.  On a personal note, when I obtained my very first greyhound, I was concerned 
about the lack of shade in his run.  I decided to plant something that would grow tall and provide some 
shade.  I consulted with a greenhouse and got seeds for castor beans.  I was VERY lucky that Sheikh never 
showed any signs of interest in nibbling on the plants which were just outside his pen. I didn’t know they 
were poisonour, but  I’ve never had a castor bean since then.  If you are interested in other poisonous 
plants, you might want to check on-line for information at such sites as the National Poison Control Center or 
some botanical sites.  Enjoy your plants this summer, but fence off anything possibly dangerous—X-pens 
work nicely, even for my youngsters that like to practice transplanting my flowers. –Ed 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
May 31 
June 28 
July 26 
August 30 
September 27 
October 25 
November 29 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 28 
June 25  
July 26   
August 27 
September 24 
October 22 
November 26 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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