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Have any of you ever gone out and 
watched a tracking test?  SDOC offers 
at least three per year, TD, TDX and 
VST.  This is a time when you really get 
to see a partnership between dog and 
handler with the dog being the most 
important part of the equation.   
As everyone knows, dogs have far 
superior noses to those of humans, and 
it is both fascinating and awesome to 
watch a dog working out a track in the 
field.  It also brings a tremendous 
feeling of success when you earn that 
title.   
I used to do some tracking, and I put a 
TD on one of my greyhounds twice.  I 
was training him for the TDX (Tracking 
Dog Excellent) when I had to retire him 
due to his health issues.  I remember 
how inspiring it was to watch him and 
learn the little nuances of his work.  
This is a place where above all, you 
must be able to trust your dog and 
learn to read him. 
Each dog has a different style of 
tracking, some working with nose very 
close to the ground, putting it 
practically in each footprint while others 
work head up and roaring along at a 
fast pace.  Some take very little time to 
cover a track although that inevitably 
becomes longer as the tracks become 
more difficult.  Others sniff along very 
slowly, making it more of a stroll than a 
race.  There is no ‘correct’ way as long 
as the dog does the work and finds the 
glove and other articles along the way 
to a TDX 

Starting a dog for tracking involves 
teaching him to use his nose.  I would 
not presume to try to tell anyone how 
to do this as so much has changed 
since I was active in the sport.  I 
strongly suggest that if you are 
interested in training your dog—and 
there is no one breed that is necessarily 
better than all the rest—you contact our 
veteran tracking folks like Leslie 
Swisher, Lynn Wilson, or Carolee 
Douglas to get started.  Scent hounds 
and Working dogs have been bred more 
often for this sort of ability, but all dogs 
can track. 
What I can tell you about is some of the 
rules and regs and what to look for if 
you go our to watch the dogs or run 

your own.   
Watch for the dog to start the track.  
He or she will give a definite change in 
intensity when they find the track and 
                          Cont. on p. 6 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 
For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  
RALLY DRILLS—Sundays. 2:45 for Advanced, 4:00 for Beginners every Sunday. 
SUPER DRILL CLASSES—Check with Pam for starting dates for the Tues./Thurs. drill 
classes. 

NOVICE DRILL CLASSES:  Thursdays with Janice Anthes at 9 a.m.  
 Wednesdays with Catherine Waters at 6:15 p.m. 

Agility Drill, Emphasis on attention/focus skills with Phyllis Collier  (ONGOING DRILL 
CLASS) 

NOSEWORK DRILLS:  Nosework Drills are held on Wednesday from 3:00-5:30.  You 
MUST contact Amy at 249-8931 each week to reserve your place since this drill is so 
popular that often some people are not able to actually work.   

Freestyle and Tricks Drill:  Sat. 7:00 a.m. with Pam Jones/Julie Brozek.  For SDOC 
Freestyle graduates only.  Others accepted on case by case basis.  

Upcoming Classes 
Obedience:                                                                                          
KPT:  Wed. Feb 27 at 7:30 p.m. with Maggie Gee                                                          
Beginning Novice:  Mon.March 11 at 6:15 with Estelle Metz                                           
Beginning Novice:  Feb. 2 at 9:15 a.m. with Pam Jones & Julie Brozek                                   
Agility:                                                                                                 
Puppy Foundation I:  Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. April 9                                                    
Prep Class:  Tuesdays 7:30 pm starting April 2  Seeking Assistant/Apprentice                 
Prep Class:  Saturdays at 11:45 am starting April 6                                                                    
Beginning I:  Tuesdays 6:15 pm starting April 9                                                            
Beginning II:  Tuesdays at 7:45 pm starting April 9                                                         
Drill:  All Levels—Thursdays at 11:00a.m. starting March 14 

Rally:                                                                                                    
Advanced Rally:   Thurs. March 7 at 6:15 with Jacque Obermeyer& Richard Irland.    It will 
cover advanced and excellent signs with a review of novice signs.                          
Nosework:     Food Aggressive Dogs not allowed.                        
Beginning:  Sun. April 7 at 10:00 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                       
Intermediate:  Sun. April 7 at 11:15 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                        
Advanced:  Sun. Jan. 13 at 8:30 a.m. & Weds. At 3:00 p.m. with Amy Hendrickson  

Conformation:  Contact Kim and Marco Banales for info. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

The registration form for the Gerry Brown seminar to be held March 22 - 24, 2013 is up 
on the Club website. The seminar has topics suitable for all level dogs.  Registration 
officially ended March 10, but please call to inquire about open spots or if you have any 
questions. Annie Newsted 681-8090 
The Rottweiler Club of New Mexico’ has rescheduled the American 
Temperament Society (ATTS) temperament test for April 27 at Hoffmantown 
Park.  Entry forms are available at SDOC or by going to the ATTS website 
(ATTS.org).  Contact Dede Brownstein at 822-9916 for more information. 
Thinking ahead, in October 8-12 the Colorado K9 Nosework group will hold Nose Work 
Camp.  There will be 4 full days of training, learning and practicing.  The sign up form 
will be available soon at the:  www.dogsofcourse.com website and registration is 
tentatively planned to open about March 5.  There will probably be a big line for this 
one so be sure to sign up early! 
Don’t forget that entries for the German Shepherd Club trial close March 13.  
The trial will be on March 30/31.  Their premium list is available at:  
cnmgsdc.org  If you are interested, go there right away for details. 
The Central NM Brittany Club is holding a match at the Edgewood Sports Park in 
Edgewood April 14th.  Obedience, rally, and conformation will all be offered. And on 
Saturday, April 20th, the Rio Grande Valley Golden Retriever Club will have a match at 
Hoffman Park.  Check SDOC’s YahooGroups list and next month’s newsletter for more 
information! 
The CNMGSD Club is also holding a match on Sunday April 21.  For a form, go to 
cnmgsd.org/FunMatchApr13.pdf     The match will offer obedience, rally, conformation 
and CGC classes.  Registration day of show is from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. and costs $5.00 
($4.00 if pre-entered).  Judging will start at 9:00 am with Conformation following the 
Puppy Show Classes. 
Yucca German Shorthair Club is holding a Show and Go on April 7 at 
Hoffman Park.  Conformation will be from 9:30 to noon.  Three tickets for 
$5.00; 8 for $10, and a Stretch of Time for $20.  You can also use tickets for 
the Bake Sale at the same time. 

SDOC NEEDS STEWARDS FOR OUR TRIAL IN MAY.  CHECK 
AT THE CLUB FOR A SIGN UP SHEET.  ALSO, IF YOU WISH 
TO STEWARD FOR THE ALL-BREED AND OBEDIENCE TRIALS 
THE FOLLOWING 4 DAYS, PLEASE CONTACT Laurel Drew at 
873-1729.  Hey, you get paid!!! 
 
 
 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

 
THE BALANCED DOG 
Catherine Waters, with a little help from me, is developing a four-week class based in part on the recent 
Dawna Sims Relationships Seminar, and in part on other methods.  The course, which we've entitled "The 
Balanced Dog," will help trained and untrained handlers in ALL sports to deal with their problematic 
trained and untrained adult dogs--especially dogs that have always seemed to be beyond our help.  By 
problematic, we don't mean "My dog doesn't get the go-out" or "My dog fears the teeter."  We mean 
personality and behavioral issues, dog and handler. 
 
But I want to emphasize that we will NOT deal with aggression.  That's beyond the club's charter. 
 
This will NOT be a training class in the traditional sense.  Meaning: students won't learn exercises (sit, 
stay, recall, etc.) except as incidental to the subject matter. 
 
In this early planning stage, we anticipate a small class with more than your average number of 
assistants.  I will decide which folks will assist as well as whom we will accept as students.  The first class 
will be a learning experience for the training staff as well as the students. 
 
We hope to hold the first class in May or June. 
 
STEWARDING, ANYONE? 
Any time now, a signup sheet will appear on the bulletin board for the Friday, May 10 Obedience and 
Rally Trials at the State Fairgrounds (aka Expo New Mexico, a name that hasn't caught on).  There's no 
free lunch?  There is, if you steward.  So, sign up! 
 
SCHEDULE POSTED 
We've started to tack a current class schedule (pronounced without a "c" in Great Britain) on the bulletin 
board next to the door in the training area.  It covers all sports except Tracking.  Please take careful note 
of each class's start date because some are already underway and are no longer open to new 
students.  Also note the "current as of" date because there might be a slight lag between what's on the web 
(the very latest) and what's on the bulletin board.  But it will give you a very good idea of what is and 
what will come to be.  Remember, too, that the web schedule is gospel. 
 
KEY EXCHANGE 
Incredibly, a line never formed at this year's Key Exchange.  Toi Tschohl already had the show on the 
road before I got there.  Many thanks to everyone who made this necessary ritual go so efficiently, 
especially Maggie Gee (administrator and overseer), Toi, Annie Newsted, Amy Goldberg and Len 
Stans.  Thanks also to the dozen or so folks who volunteered to pick up keys for trainers who couldn't be 
there.  Only two keys went unissued, but we always somehow find ways to get keys to the people who 
need them. 
 
THE GREAT OUTSIDE DOORS 
Speaking of keys and locks and doors, I've seen a number of people fail to check all the outside doors 
before they leave the building.  Remember, you MUST check all the outside doors FROM THE 
OUTSIDE when you're the last to go.  Checking exterior doors from the inside doesn't cut it.  You can 
only be sure that doors are truly locked by giving each one a good tug once you're outdoors.  A door that 
seems to be fer sher locked from the inside might readily open from the outside.  You need to check the 
doors even if you didn't use them. 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

February General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The General Meeting was held February 22, 2013 at the training room at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro 
in Albuquerque.  The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by President Maggie Gee.  Present were board 
members Terri Brown, Bonnie Hughes, Ann Newsted, Toi Tschohl, Michele Lommasson, Treasurer 
Betty Pearson, Recording Secretary Amy Hendrickson, Corresponding Secretary Estelle Metz, Vice 
President Karen Provine, Obedience Director John Clendenin, Tracking Director Leslie Swisher.  Not 
in attendance were Agility Directors Clint Wolf and Barbara Petersen, and board member Pam Sehmer. 

Estelle Metz made a motion to accept last month’s minutes as corrected. John Clendenin seconded the 
motion and the motion passed. 

The minutes of Dec. were also published.  Estelle Metz made a motion that these also be accepted.  
Donna Sloan seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

Jeff Robb made an announcement that trophy donations are now being accepted for the Spring 2013 
Obedience/Rally Trial.  SDOC is now offering cash placements, and small plaques for breed 
placements (at $5 each).  Please contact Cathy Robb or Jeff for the sign up sheet. 

President’s Report   Trish Barry passed away earlier today.  She was a long time trainer in town and a 
friend to many of us in the club who will be missed by so many.  Estelle Metz made a motion to 
dedicate the Spring Obedience Trial to Trish Barry and June Rovinsky.  Terri Brown seconded the 
motion and the motion passed. 

John Clendenin wrote an article in the last Scents and Nonscents about the Dawna Sims seminar.  She 
gave a lot of good information about how to spot dogs in our classes who are getting excited in the 
presence of other dogs and people.  It was a good seminar. 

The 2013 Obedience Trial in the Spring is a Region 7 qualifying trial which means we have a lot of 
interest-some entries as far away as Mississippi. 

We will be holding an Agility seminar with Gerry Brown at the SDOC building March 22,23, and 24 
2013. There are still working slots for SDOC members before going to non SDOC members.  
Applications are in the foyer.  

Vice President’s Report   Nothing at this time 

Treasurer’s Report  Given and on file 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report   AKC has been monitoring the New Mexico House Bill 63.  As of 
today, some New Mexico communities would be banned from enacting restrictions on specific dog 
breeds under legislation the House passed last Monday. 

All SDOC fall trial judges are under contract.  One judge has been found for May 2014. 

If you know a member who needs a card or flowers sent, please contact Barb Mitchell. 

Recording Secretary’s Report  Nothing at this time                 Cont. page 11 
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To order 
SDOC t-shirts 

and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

 start it.  At the TDX level, they are al 
lowed to sniff an item handled by the 
tracklayer before starting.  After that, they 
are essentially on their own.   
In most cases, when the dog is hot on the 
trail, their heads will be down with very 
little swinging of the head and body back 
and forth searching for the scent.  Scent 
spreads as it ages, and the dogs are 
required to wait for certain times before 
they can start their course.  As a result, 
you may seen them ‘casting’ back and 
forth as far as several yards from the exact 
track if there is wind or in order to pick up 
the scent from taller and thicker foliage.        
When a dog reaches a corner, you will 
usually see his head come up a bit and he 
will start to cast about to see where the 
track went since it is not straight ahead.   
The dog is allowed to go several yards in 
various directions to find and establish the 
track again.  At the TD level, most tracks 
will have 3 turns, usually 90^ and will not 
be shorter than 50 yards on any one leg.  
The TDX level allows any number of turns, 
and is normally about a half mile in length 
with 2 cross tracks where a person other 
than the original tracklayer has crossed 
the track more recently.  The trick here is 
for the dog to establish the correct track 
and not follow the fresher but wrong 
scent.  This is tougher than you might 
think.  This is also a place at which you 
can see the dog checking other directions 
before continuing on his proper track.  The 
trick here is to hold back long enough to 
let the dog investigate in both directions a 
short distance before he returns.  This is 
again one of the places where you must 
be able to read your dog.  If he leaves the 
track for the newer one, it’s a flunk.   
At the TD level, there is just one glove to 
find at the end of the track.  At the TDX 
level, they must locate and indicate three 
additional items along the track that the 
tracklayer has handled.  Any of these 
items may be a glove or other obvious 
item such as a wallet, handkerchief, etc., 
and sometimes the last item may be a 

very special item that serves as the 
handler’s award for completing the track.   
In this game, you must rely on your dog; 
you just cannot do the work for him.  
Sometimes you can guess at the cactus, 
bush, etc. which served as the ‘marker’ for 
the tracklayer, but you can never be 
certain of this, especially as you progress 
to higher levels.  Tracklayers learn early on 
to use some obvious landmark in the bit of 
geography that will result in a turn so that 
they can walk in a straight line to that 
spot.  It’s usually pretty clear in TD work 
but gets harder and harder at you 
progress through the levels. 
The third level of tracking is VST (Variable 
Surface Tracking).  This is very difficult as 
the track may cross sidewalks, go around 
buildings, vary from grass to dirt to asphalt 
to cement and even go through bushes.  
You can do this before your dog has a 
TDX, but those dogs with a TDX have a 
much better chance at conquering the 
complexities of the VST tracks.  SDOC 
usually does its VST trials down at the 
UNM Main Campus which really presents a 
challenge.  Remember that not only do the 
different surfaces on which they are 
tracking each present challenges, but 
pedestrian traffic, bicycles, loose dogs etc. 
add their own unique scents and 
distractions to the mixture.  I salute ANY 
dog that can successfully run any track, 
but especially the VST tracks.                             
While spectators are welcome, you must 
stay so far from the tracks that it can 
become difficult to clearly see what is 
going on.  I still think it is worth attending 
and learning about this very special and 
rewarding sport.              —Laurel Drew, 
Ed. 
 
Photo credit to Doranna Durgin, a member 
of the SDOC tracking crew.  Pictured is  
Richard Arimoto with his GSD Reni, the 
only qualifier from lthis month’s TDX test.  
Judges were Bob Brown and Carol 
Ruthenbery. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—especially 
if there’s a “CH” 

or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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 Report From TDX Trial 
By Lynn Wilson 

Last Sunday, SDOC held their annual TDX test in Placitas. We had six teams attempting to earn 
there Tracking Dog Excellent title and one team succeeded! Luckily for us, the handler was 
wearing a head-mounted video camera which recorded the whole track from his perspective. 
 
Richard Arimoto has given me permission to cross-post what he posted to the AbqTracking 
group. I though some of you might enjoy watching. The track is about 1/2 mile long and has 
aged three hours before the dog is brought to the track. Additionally, there are two sets of 90 
minute old cross-tracks that cut across the main track at two places. These cross-tracks attempt 
to pull the dog off of the main track onto the hotter, fresher cross-tracks. Dogs that take the 
cross track fail. Along the way, there are four articles that have been dropped by the tracklayer. 
The first one is a handkerchief and is always at the start flag. The other three MUST be found 
by the dog and returned to the judges at the end of the track. Failing to produce all four articles 
will flunk the dog. BTW, Reni has been trained to sit when she locates an articles— you will see 
her do this in the video. 
 
Also watch for the dog missing the turn and crossing to the other side of the road. Those of us 
who were watching held our breaths hoping that the dog would recover which she does. 
 
The two AKC judges were Bob Brown from Oklahoma and Carol Ruthenberg from Illinois. 
 
(Richard’s amazing video of Reni running her TDX track can be viewed by clicking on https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdNCCPtjRlI&noredirect=1, or simply searching for his YouTube 
channel name, RAMStrada, if this link does not work) 

 

The judges’ map of Richard Arimoto’s and GSD Reni’s successful TDX track! 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Maggie Gee 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb 
Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

Clint Wolf and  
Barb Peterson 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
wolfclint@hotm

ail.com 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Annie Newsted’s Border Terrier Ditto got his Endurance Earthdog (EE) title last year.  This 
is probably the first EE in NM. It is the earthdog equivalent of a MACH or UDX —5 double 
Q's, Senior and Master qualifying legs on the same day—and is NOT easy!  The last time 
Ditto competed in Castle Rock, he was the only dog to get a double Q on 2 of the 3 times it 
was offered!  

 Terry Brown had a good weekend up in Denver recently.  Her brand new UD Sheltie, Jed, 
qualified  for 2 OTCh points and picked up his first UDX leg.  Great work, Terry and Jed! 

 Barb Mitchell and her Golden Retriever, Fag’n, took 2nd on Saturday and 1st on Sunday to 
finish their U-CD at the local UKC trials.  In the process, Fag’n was HIT with a 199.5 
score!!! 

 Barb and Fag’n also participated in Saturday afternoon’s Coursing Ability Test the same 
weekend and Fag’n earned his first CAT score.  Just two more to go, Barb! 

 Lisa Frankland’s Kerry Blue Terrier, Remington, went 4 for 4 at the CAT events in Moriarty 
over the weekend, completing his Coursing Ability Advanced title in the process.  Remi is 
the first dog of his breed to earn the CAA (10 qualifying runs) and is just one of three 
Kerries to date with a coursing title.  

 Lisa also took Calcifer, Meghan’s recently adopted German Spitz, along to the Coursing 
Ability Tests, where he easily earned his CA (3 qualifying runs) and a bumper leg.  As far as 
Lisa has been able to determine, this  may well be the first ever AKC title earned by a 
German Spitz!  But what really made these events worth going to for her wasn’t the titles so 
much as how “the boys” enjoyed chasing after the lure! 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

LEARN A REG, EARN A LEG:  DISTANCES 
Copyright By Hallie Ray, Judge 

 
Matching: Distances in the Obedience 

Ring 
Please choose one best answer for each 
question.  Answers may be used once, more 
than once, or not at all. 

  
1.  Length of leash required for Heel on 
Lead____ 
2.  Distance between posts on Figure 
8____ 
3.  Minimum dimension of an Obedience 
ring____ 
4.  Distance handler should go away from 
dog on Novice Stand for Examination ____ 
5.  One-time required distance for Novice 
Recall____ 
6.  Minimum length of the Retrieve on 
Flat____ 
7.  Minimum length of the Retrieve over 
High Jump____ 
8.  Smallest board available for the High 
Jump____ 
9.  Maximum height any dog will jump in 
AKC Obedience____ 
10.  Minimum possible width of the Broad 
Jump____ 
11.  Approximate distance between 
exhibitor’s toes and the jump, when 
commanding the dog to take the Broad 
Jump____ 
12.  Minimum distance the dog must be 
from the Broad Jump or High Jump to 
begin the exercise____ 
13.  Required length of a Utility ring____ 
14.  Distance between scent articles in the 
pile for Scent Discrimination____ 
15.  Distance handler will set up from the 
nearest scent article for Scent 
Discrimination____ 

16.  Distance gloves should be placed from 
ring boundary in Directed Retrieve____ 
17.  Distance handler should continue after 
standing the dog for the Moving Stand and 
Examination in Utility____   
18.  Approximate distance from ring 
boundary where handler should command 
the dog to sit on the Go-Out in Utility____ 
19.  Distance between high and bar jumps 
in Utility____ 
20.  Minimum distance dog must stay 
beyond the jumps in Directed 
Jumping____ 
Answers (Choose one for each question) 
 A.  2 inches                                                  
 B.  4 inches                                                  
 C.  6 inches                                                  
 D  8 inches                                                        
 E.  2 feet                                                     
 F.  3 feet                                                     
G.  5 feet 
 H.  6 feet 
 I.  8 feet 
 J.  10 feet                                           
 K  10-12 feet 
 L.  16 feet 
M.  18-20 feet 
N.   20 feet 
O.   30 feet 
P.   35 feet 
Q.   50 feet 
R. “long enough” 
 
Answers will appear in next month’s 
Scents and Nonsense 
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The	spring	trial	season	is	upon	us,	even	though	technically	we	have	not	yet	reached	the	vernal	equinox.		
Congratulations	to	all	those	with	brags	–	and	there	are	many	of	you!	

We	are	looking	forward	to	another	exciting	and	successful	March	Agility	Trial	at	the	Bernalillo	County	
Sheriff’s	Posse	Arena.		It	looks	like	a	success	thanks	to	all	of	the	wonderful	volunteers.	

It	is	not	too	late	to	participate	in	the	Gerry	Brown	Seminar,	March	22	–	24.		There	are	still	plenty	of	
audit	spots	and	may	still	be,	at	the	time	you	receive	this,	a	working	spot.		Check	the	SDOC	website	for	the	
detailed	information.	

New	Spring	Classes	will	begin	soon!			Check	the	website	for	the	new	sessions,	from	puppy	to	masters	
level.		

MARCH		TRAINING		TIP:	 Frequently,	we	all	find	that		behaviors	that	seem	absolutely	solid	at	home	
disappear	in	class	or,	especially,	at	a	trial.		It	is	impossible	to	replicate	the	distractions	of	a	class	or	a	trial	
at	home,	but	here	are	a	couple	of	ideas	that	may	reveal	if	the	behavior	really	is	solid,	and	help	“proof”	
the	training.	 	

Add	distractions:		Start	small,	but	then	increase	the	intensity	of	the	distractions,	whether	it	is	
food,	a	toy,	or	a	person	in	the	environment.		Reward	staying	focused	on	you	and	the	task	at	hand.	
When	that	is	better	than	the	thrown	ball	or	running	family	member	at	home,	it	will	be	easier	for	
your	dog	to	generalize	in	a	different	environment.		

Raise	the	dog’s	level	of	excitement	or	arousal:	Instead	of	asking	for	a	behavior	after	a	“watch”	
or	a	calming	sit/stay,	try	a	rousing	game	of	tug	or	fetch.		If	not	successful,	it	is	a	sign	that	the	
behavior	isn’t	quite	as	solid	as	you	thought.	Start	small,	simple,	successful,	but	build	your	dog’s	
ability	to	collect	and	focus,	and	to	respond	automatically	to	a	request	for	a	behavior.	

																																																																								By	Barbara	Petersen	and	Clint	Wolf,	Agility	Co‐Directors	
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February Minutes, cont. from page 5 

Tracking Director’s Report  Next week is the TDX test and we have 6 slots and all are filled.  We do have a volunteer slot that 
needs to be filled on Sat. for a person who can do a lot of walking. After next weekend we start planning the VST test in the fall. 

Obedience Director’s Report The key exchange is tonight and the old keys will not work after today.  Make arrangements to get 
your new keys. 

The Banales are still offering hunt training on their property.  This happens the third Sat of the month: send Kim an email so they 
have a head count. 

Agility Director’s Report  Agility field keys were also changed tonight.  We have also started a sign in sheet to track who uses the 
agility field and when. 

New Business   The Board approved for the Fall Obedience trial the following classes: Sat/Sun/Mon  Novice A/B, Open A/B, Utility 
A/B, plus Beginner Novice, Graduate Novice, and Graduate Open.  Additionally on Sat/Sun as non-regular classes wildcard novice, 
wildcard open and wildcard utility will be offered.  

The board approved catalog ads from other area dog training facilities for the spring and fall Obedience/Rally catalogs. Jeff and 
Cathy Robb are in charge of catalog ads. 

The board approved SDOC participation in the Los Ranchos Growers Market Sat May 26, 2013.  This is Memorial Day Weekend  
and will be the 5th year the club has participated.  Jeff Robb is in charge of coordinating this demo. 

The board approved bringing Renate Van Allen back for a competition obedience workshop in July 2013.  Save the date it 
tentatively is set for July 27-28 2013.  Maggie Gee  is coordinating this workshop. 

The club had five first readings this month:  Willy Baldwin, Joanne Darrow, Nicolina Strand, Gary Peterson, and Erny Isabelle.  One 
second reading for Allie Wimber who was voted into membership!  Congratulations and welcome to all. 

Thank You to Donna Sloan for coordinating this month’s hospitality. 

 

Above and opposite: Some participants from Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers Association’s recent AKC CAT and QC tests 
in Moriarty (all photos taken by Jenny Willis) 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
 
March 29 
April 26 
May 31 
June 28 
July 26 ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 
March 26 
April 23 
May 28 
June 25  
July 23  
 
 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
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PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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