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Inside this issue: 

Yup!  In fact it’s too darned hot to take your 
dog anywhere if it will have to stay in the 
car for more than 5 minutes.  It doesn’t 
take long to kill a dog in a closed locked 
car.  Yes, we all know this, but do we 
always remember?  I used to carry a packet 
of warning cards to tuck under a windshield 
wiper to warn people of the effects of heat 
on pets.  I wish I knew where I put them as 
they are still useful.   
What is heat stroke?  It is the inability of 
the body to regulate its body temperature 
whether in a dog or a human.  Dogs can 
only sweat through their paws Humans can 
sweat all over, but in humid weather this is 
often not enough.  To cool the human body 
the humidty must be low enough to allow 
the sweat to evaporate. 
So how DO you know if your dog is too hot?  
First of all, panting, not just the casual type 
that you see all the time, but frantic open-
mouthed rapid panting.   
Color of gums is important.  Gums that are 
gray, tacky to the touch indicate heat 
stroke. They should be the usual pink even 
if the dog is panting mildly.   
Other signs are weakness, confusion, 
hyperventilation, drooling, inattention (try 
offering a treat as a quick test) vomiting, 
diarrhea, and possible rectal bleeding.  
These are very serious signs so don’t wait 
for that temperature check; start therapy at 
once! 
Is the dog frantic to get out of the car?  
This one counts when the dog is panting 
but the car windows and back door are 
completely closed.  A dog trying to get out 
of his crate when everything is open is more 
likely having separation anxiety but should 
still be checked.   

What to do.  First of all, get the dog out of 
the car or crate and check its gums.  Get 
him out of the car and into the shade, even 

if You have to get several people to stand in 
a line to create the shade. Start pouring 
water, just cool, not frigid, on him, 
especially getting it on his underparts and 
belly.  This will cool him safely.  If you have 
a thermometer, take his temperature.  
Anything above 105 is extremely 
dangerous, but remember that their normal 
temperature is about 101 to 101.5, warmer 
than our own. 
In extreme situations, application of alcohol 
to his underparts can be done, but 
remember that it is also dangerous and 
should be washed off before the dog begins 
licking it.  This should be a last resort.   
Remember that ice water could possibly 
throw the dog into shock, and putting the 
dog into an ice water bath is risking his 
health as well.  Ice baths should also be 
avoided for humans due to the possibility of 
shock and even hypothermia.  A cool wet 
blanket will work for humans as will pouring 
cool water over the body.  Do not wrap the 

Happy Fourth of July from the Frankland 
crew!  Calcifer (with flag), Remi & Blast. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at                              http://www.sdocnm.org                                                     
Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  
ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 

ONE FREE.  
 

SDOC Ice 
Cream 
Social 

July 26! 

Premiums for the SDOC Fall Trials 
Now Available On Website! 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

The local German Shepherd Dog club will hold a Fun Match on August 4.  More info. 
Will be out soon.  Betty Wine is Chair and may be contacted at:  
bwine12@wildblue.net.   
The SDOC August Fun Match will be held August 24/25 at the Sherriff’s Posse grounds, just a 
week ahead of our Obedience Trials which will also be held there.  Details are available 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  As usual, Agility will be on Sat. while Obedience will be on Sun. 

Lynn Finley is still in the hospital.  She 
continues to battle against and assortment of 
problems.  She would love to hear from her 
friends so if you have a minute give a get 
well card to Maggie or her friend Gin for 

delivery. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Los Alamos Dog Obedience Club is presenting a Relationship Clinic on July 27-28 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day.  It will be held at the North Mesa Indoor Arena in 
Los Alamos.  It will cover such topics as what a dog really needs and why, the art of 
using behavior blocking and why it works, and why dogs develop undesirable 
behaviors and how to stop them. Working slots cost $125 and auditing slots cost 
$50.  There will be 12 working slots.  For more information, contact Leslie Hansen, 
spoticus@earthlink.net or 505-672-2089.  If you are not already attending the clinic 
at SDOC, give this one a shot.  It sounds very useful! 
If you have an idea for a column or information to go on page 2 of the newsletter, please 
contact Laurel Drew or Lisa Frankland!  Since we are dropping all the class information, we can 
replace it with another column.  Suggestions so far include Rally information for upcoming trials, 
new signs and interpretations, and  training hints.  General training hints.  Advertisments from 
members for dog related items for sale—not regular businesses, but folks who want to get the 
word out on either dog or training they have available or need.  For instance, those of you who 
may be cutting back and have extra crates, scent articles, dumbbells, toys, etc.  All items should 
be in good condition!  OR………..  You fill in the blank.  All suggestions will be considered. 

REMEMBER:  We need stewards for both the fun matches and our 

The cake brought to celebrate Pam 
Sehmer and Diller’s UDX5; Clint 
Wolf’s and Kaia’s MACH, and Amy 
Hendrickson and Luke’s Nosework 
I titles.  Quite a month for our 
SDOC members!!! 



To register for 
any Agility 

class, contact: 
Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@
gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 
any Obedience 
class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 
per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

FALL IN !!! 
I'm already pondering the Fall schedule of Obedience classes.  Demand tends to surge in September and 
October.  So if you're still short of training hours for this Training Year (which ends Nov. 30), contact me 
and I'll see if I can find a Puppy or Novice for you to Instruct or Assist or Apprentice. 
 
MY FAVORITE HANDOUT 
A handout that's already become standard with me is Clint Wolf's map of next steps in training, whether 
Obedience or Agility.  Clint tried to include all sports, but there's only so much room.  I urge all 
Instructors to hand it out.  Doesn't matter at what point in your class that you hand out the handout--first 
session or graduation.  The important thing is to get it into students' hands. 
 
The handout is on the web site.  Download it, print it, copy it and--hand it out. 
 
HISTORIC STUFF! 
Amy Hendrickson and her Doberman Pinscher Luke have become the first in SDOC history to earn a 
Nosework title.  They did it June 9 in Denver, earning a Nosework 1 title.  More than well-deserved, 
Amy.  You will recall that she earned the Yarwood Award last year for most hours teaching, all of it in 
Nosework.  And all of THAT on top of being SDOC's Recording Secretary. 
 
NOSEWORK REVAMP 
Amy has reworked the Nosework program and schedule.  Plus, we've added a Wednesday night drill that 
will run throughout the summer.  See the Class listing on the SDOC web site. 
 
THE BALANCED DOG 
By the time you read this, The Balanced Dog will be well underway with Catherine Waters and about a 
half-dozen assistants, all for just 6 dogs.  This is the first of what we hope will be many such classes as we 
attempt to help reactive dogs become "balanced" or "centered."  Some of them have had no training at 
all.  Others have had some training, but they remain reactive and need to learn to self-regulate, to better 
cope with the world. 
 
FACILITATING 
As much as anything, I see my position as Obedience Training Director as that of a facilitator.  When I see 
a promising dog sport, I see what I can do to grease the wheels, finding slots on the schedule to allow it to 
grow and thrive. 
 
So it is with Nosework being afforded a slot for drill on Wednesday nights this summer.  Canine Freestyle 
received a Thursday night slot for a beginners' class.  Summer tends to be slow demand-wise, so we can 
afford to give over slots that normally go to bread-and-butter classes.  As it turns out, Canine Freestyle 
filled about two weeks before it started. 
 
One thing I can't and won't do is allow any other dog sport under my purview to interfere with SDOC's 
essential Obedience classes--Puppy and Basic Novice.  Those two keep the money coming in so we can 

pay the bills.  There's no club without 'em.  So when I have to choose between scheduling a KPT or 
Novice and any of the other sports under me, those two always get the call. 
 
NEW NOVICE CLASS 
Janice Anthes has in recent months transformed her Competitive Novice Drill into more of a class, with 
the emphasis on teaching.  The new title is Competitive Novice Class.  It covers not just Novice 
Obedience, but Beginning Open and just a bit of an introduction to Utility.  We recently made this 
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Join SDOC’s 

YAHOO! group: 
SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  
Contact 

Rosemary Burtch 
at 

rosybee@earthli
nk.net with 
questions 

official.  Each session now costs $10 because it is a class with very little drill.  For a thorough 
description, check your e-mail from a few weeks back or look at the class listing on the web site. 
 
MANY MORE THANKS 
Thanks to Hallie Ray for filling the gap for the Basic Novice that started July 18.  She stepped in for 
Lynn Finley, who is fighting and winning multiple medical battles this summer.  All our best to Lynn! 
 
And thanks for Dee Wright and Jane Winkler for taking a KPT that's scheduled to start Aug. 3.  It's not 
always easy to find Instructors and Assistants for Saturday morning, when many would rather be 
training their own dogs. 
 

Early Neurological Stimulation  
By Dr. Carmen Battaglia 

I just finished reading a very interesting and rather long article by Dr. Carmen Battaglia on 
the http://www.breedingbetterdogs.com   website.  It concerned early neurological 
stimulation of puppies and its effects.  It is an excellent article and gives instructions and 
sketches for owners who want to stimulate their newborns in an effort to create a better, 
more more socially and well-rounded dog.   
One thing that I found interesting was they suggestion that the pups be handled a lot even as 
newborns in order to provide tactile and movement stimuli.  I have said for years that one of 
the best things that has happened to me with newborn pups is that nearly all have needed 
supplemental feeding.  Yes, it was a pain at the time, and it caused me no end of grief, but as 
it turned out, that handling—snuggling, picking up, etc.—provided much of the stimulation 
which Dr. Battaglia recommends.  After the first two litters, I started giving just a little 
supplement milk to all my pups whether they needed it or not.  I guess my instincts were 
better than I knew. 
Battaglia quotes Cunningham who studied race horses and learned that about 35% of the 
racer’s speed can be attributed to genetics while the remaining 65% is attributable to other 
influences such as training, management and nutrition.  This indicates the need for early and 
regular stimulation of puppies to achieve a well-balanced dog.   
She also describes early stresses which the military uses in its canine program to develop a  
better military canine that is better suited for its work in all sorts of environments and 
situations.  Each ‘stress’ test is described and illustrations are provided at the end of the 
article.  The military also discovered that the best time period for this activity is from 3 days 
to 16 days when there is the greatest amound of neurological growth and development.  
These exersises are done with each puppy once a day.  These pups seemed to be mentally 
more alert, more active and explorative and calmer that pups from the same litters which 
were not given these stimuli.  I think that most of us who have raised pups, particularly if we 
have bred them, tend to do some of these exercises automatically, but it’s nice to have our 
efforts vindicated. 
Battaglia also recommends exposing young puppies to people and socialization.  She 
mentions Lorenz’s studies back in the 1930s which stressed early handling and imprinting.  
Lorenz is still a basic title in breeding studies.  She recommends obedience and agility training  
also.  My recommendation:  REAT IT!     Thanks to Lisa Frankland for drawing my attention to 
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To order SDOC 
t-shirts and 
sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 
Metz 

Stay warm or 
be cool, in 

style! 

dog or human in the blanket, just lay it lightly over the body and take it off every few minutes.    
Keep the dog moving and on its feet when it begins to cool down helps keep blood from pooling 
in one or two areas.  You want that blood to circulate from the cooler areas to the hot ones.   
Start giving the dog water, but just a little at a time.  Too much and too cold could cause bloat.  
When he is sufficiently cooled down, stop the treatment and get him to the vet.  Even if he 
seems ok, the vet needs to check to see if there has been other, unseen damage done. 
The best cure for heat stroke is to avoid it in the first place.  Do NOT take your dog along to the 
store or anywhere that he cannot enter with you.  At home in the cool house is best, but a 
grassy shaded area outside is acceptable.  He have constant access to water and shade.   
Remember that you, as a human, are also susceptible to heat exhaustion and heat stroke.  
Signs in humans include weakness, nausea, vomiting, dizziness or even just lightheadedness, 
and muscle cramps.  I was in Michigan at a Greyhound Gathering (greyhound advocates) and 
had heat exhaustion although I didn’t recognize it.  A friend there talked me into going into her 
air-conditioned motorhome, and the coolness immediately helped my splitting headache and 
nausea.  I know all the symptoms and still didn’t realize I was in trouble so on a hot day, and 
especially on a humid one, keep an eye on your friends as well as the dogs.  If they start 
looking pale and shaky, take action whether they want it or not.  Make sure everyone is 
drinking lots of water.  Hydration is of utmost important.  Many people don’t even realize they 
are suffering from dehydration until someone reminds them! 
Lastly, remember that no class, no trial, no activity is so important that you should risk your 
dog’ or your life to do it in the hot summer.  Train very early in the morning or at night, and 
keep it to a minimum—at least to 15 minutes or less.  Running either of you, especially during 
our hot sticky monsoon season is taking a grave risk.  Good luck, and KEEP COOL! 

STEWARDS NEEDED  
FOR  

SDOC TRIALS 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

AND 
AUGUST FUN MATCHES! 

From Dede Brownstein  
822-9916 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 

July 2013 Page 7 

June, 2013 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Recording Secretary  

The SDOC general meeting was held June 28, 2013 at the training room at 7050 San 
Pedro in Albuquerque. The meeting was called to order at 7:04 by President Maggie Gee. Also 
present were Karen Provine, Betty Pearson, Estelle Metz, Amy Hendrickson, Pam Sehmer, Terri 
Brown, Agility Co-Director Barbara Peterson, Agility Co-Director Clint Wolf, and Obedience 
Director John Clendenin. Absent were Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, and Tracking 
Director Leslie Swisher. 
Estelle Metz made a motion to accept last month’s minutes as written. Jeff Robb seconded the 
motion, and it was passed. 
President’s Report SDOC is halfway thru the year. Stewards, judges and volunteers are 
needed to move equipment for our fun match and agility match in the fall. The three day Labor 
Day obedience trial in will hopefully be more attractive as it has only been a two day show in 
the past. We have our on-site Nov/Open agility trial which is always well attended coming up, 
as well as the VST to come. 
Vice President’s Report Nothing at this time. 
Treasurer’s Report Report given and on file. 
Recording Secretary’s Report Nothing at this time. 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report A thank you note has been sent on behalf of the board 
to Officer Sharen Westhoff for coming in to speak. AKC has completely processed and closed 
out their records for the obedience and rally events of May 9, 2013. Barb Mitchell (hearts and 
flowers coordinator) would like to remind the members to contact her if anybody needs cards/
flowers sent. 
Tracking Director’s Report The VST has been scheduled for Dec. 1,2013. 
Obedience Director’s Report The nosework classes which will start on July 7 may have been 
moved to a different time. Please check the website for updates. The Freestyle and Tricks class 
which will start on July 11 is filled and closed. 
Agility Director’s Report Check the website for class info. The instructor of the agility class 
may cancel it if it is too hot to run- this is the instructor’s call and their responsibility to notify 
the class. Drill classes will be canceled if it is over 90 degrees at the time of the class. The 
agility program has three jumps to raffle off at this meeting…the winners were Laurel Drew, Toi 
Tschohl, and Lyn Melin. The Sheltie Jed Brown picked the recipients. 
Jeff Robb wants to remind members that trophy sponsorship is now available for the fall show. 
We will only be giving trophies on Sunday (the show is Sat, Sun and Mon). Please call Jeff or 
Cathy to sponsor. 
Laurel Drew, Scents and Nonscents Editor, wants the membership to know that class times 
and dates will no longer be published in the newsletter. Please refer to the website, or a 
schedule will be posted in the training room. 
Old Business There is still one audit slot open for the Renate Van Allen seminar. Please 
contact Maggie if you are interested. All working slots are filled. 
New Business Jeff Robb would like to thank all who participated in the Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque demos. The mayor was appreciative and thankful to us and our dogs. This was the 
fifth year SDOC has participated. 
Membership Readings Erny Isabelle and LaDonna and Arlen Weishuhn were all voted in as 
members. Stephanie Boutz had her first reading. Congratulations! 
The next General Meeting will be held on July 26. It will be the annual ice cream social. Bring 
something, and SDOC will provide the ice cream. Thanks to all who helped with hospitality this 
month. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:43 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 
President:  Maggie Gee 
Vice President: Karen Provine 
Treasurer: Betty Pearson 
Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 
Recording Secretary: Amy 
Hendrickson 
Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 
Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb 
Peterson 
Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 
Editor: Laurel Drew 
Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 
Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 
 

Thank you one and all! 

Clint Wolf and  
Barb Peterson 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
wolfclint@hotm

ail.com 
Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 

266-6429 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Peggy Chandler and Jake, the Sheltie, earned their Open Jumpers and Open Standard 
Agility titles at the SWAT trial recently.  They had 2 firsts and a 3rd. 

 Clint Wolf’s Kaia is now ATCH, NATCH, MACH Classy’s Spring Breeze. 

 Laurel Drew has been seen wandering about with a HAIRY dog.  She has taken in her 
niece’s BC/Golden cross (or maybe a poor Toller?) and is now training her. 

 Esttelle Metz is very proud of her Corgi, Rhys, 
who just earned his first CAT title while in Mass.  
He was known as the Gangbusters Poster Boy 
because of his speed and enthusiasm.  Estelle 
says that he will never look at a lure the same 
way again! 

Diane Davis’ Weimaraner, Lolly finishing her 
Grand Championdjo[ship 

Rhys the 
Corgi and his 
ribbons 
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SDOC Board 
Meetings are 
held on the 

Tuesday prior 
to General 

Membership 
meetings at the 
SDOC Training 

Building. 
Minutes are 
available for 
review by 

contacting the 
Recording 

Secretary at 
dobiedudes@m

sn.com or at 
any General 
Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 
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We	have	a	full	schedule	of	classes,	which	are	going	strong,	but	the	hot	weather	sure	has	arrived!		That	is	really	
impacting	classes	that	begin	in	the	early	evening.	

	

The	Agility	Committee	has	had	serious	discussions	about	the	field	policy	for	extreme	weather,	trying	to	make	sure	
we	protect	human	and	dog	health,	while	still	giving	teams	an	opportunity	to	train	and	keep	in	shape!	

	

For	the	punchcard	skills,	drills,	and	handling	classes	that	have	flexible	attendance,	use	The	Weather	Channel	
website,	an	hour	and	a	half	prior	to	class‐time,	with	the	club’s	87109	zip	code	as	your	guide.		If	the	temperature	
predicted	for	class‐time	is	over	92º,	class	will	be	canceled.	

	

For	regular,	8‐week	classes	with	a	defined	class	membership,	the	individual	instructor	will	make	the	decision	and	
communicate	with	students	for	the	cancellation	standard.		However,	with	temperatures	over	95º,	it	is	probably	
unwise	for	any	human	or	dog	to	be	on	the	field.		High	drive	dogs	will	go	until	their	health	is	jeopardized	and	low	
drive	dogs	will	find	one	more	reason	to	associate	agility	with	less	than	a	good	time!	

	

At	the	other	extreme	(hard	to	believe	as	it	is	that	it	will	ever	happen	after	a	week	of	3‐digit	temps)	classes	will	be	
cancel	if	the	temperature,	including	the	windchill	factor,	is	32º	or	lower.		

	

And	for	all	of	us	creatures,	remember	to	stay	hydrated,	sunscreened,	and	rested!	

	

Barbara	Petersen	

Agility	Co‐Director 

DOUBLE 

Q 

Clint and Kaia getting  their MACH 
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Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  
April 26 
May 31 
June 28 
July 26   (Ice Cream Social) 
August 30 
September 27 
October 25  (Halloween Party) 
November 29 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

April 23 
May 28 
June 25  
July 26   
August 27 
September 24 
October 22 
Novemer 26 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 
http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 759 

Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


