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 Imagine being able to take your dog to a 
wide open field, remove his leash and col-
lar, and allow him to chase things to his 
heart’s content…without any concerns 
about running afoul of leash laws, irate 
property owners, other loose dogs, or cars.  
Now imagine earning qualifying ribbons and 
titles if your dog is good at it…with no for-
mal training required.  That’s the allure of 
lure coursing! 

Lure coursing is primarily a sport for sight-
hounds—breeds such as the Greyhound, 
Saluki, and Whippet that have been bred 
for and used to run down game for their 
handlers for thousands of years.  Beginning 
in the late 1800’s, coursing began to evolve 
from a purely practical application to a com-
petitive sport, first in enclosed areas with 
live game and then, starting in the 1920’s, 
the circular racetrack format with a me-
chanical rabbit that is still used with Grey-
hounds and Whippets today.  Then, in the 
1970’s, a California sighthound breeder by 
the name of Lyle Gillette came up with the 
idea of running a mechanical lure in an 
open field using an arrangement of pulleys 
and string to pull an artificial lure around a 
course.  This system allowed operators both 
to easily vary the distance and design of the 
courses, and to simulate the sudden twists 
and turns of live prey.  Thus, modern lure 
coursing as we know it was born.  It was 
approved as an AKC performance event in 
1991, with participation and titles limited 
only to breeds classified as sighthounds. 

But the instinct to give chase is present to 
varying degrees in all dogs, not just sight-
hounds, and while some organizations, such 
as the Jack Russell Terrier Club of America, 
offer similar events, most breeds were still 

excluded from participating.  According to 
SDOC’s own Laurel Drew, sighthound clubs 
started allowing other breeds to try their 
skills at running after the lure, purely for 
fun, and some of these clubs would award 
hand-lettered certificates for dogs that suc-
cessfully completed the course.  These 
events proved to be tremendously popular, 
and based on this interest, the AKC 
launched the Coursing Ability Test (CAT), as 
a titling event for all dogs, in February of 
2011.  By the end of the year, 412 dogs 
from 90 breeds and mixes had already 
earned the basic Coursing Ability title (CA, 
awarded for successfully completing 3 
runs), along with 25 Coursing Ability Ad-
vanced titles (CAA, 10 runs), and 1 Cours-
ing Ability Excellent title (CAX, 25 runs).   

My first experience with lure coursing was 
in January of 2012 when I let “the boys,” 
my Kerry, Remi, and my daughter’s Papil-
lon, Ripley, try a “Lure for a Cure” fun 
course that was set up at the Paws for 
Wishes events in Tempe, AZ, where we 
were competing in the AKC agility trials. 
That was a short rectangular course en-
closed by orange plastic fencing, and it in-
cluded a series of 3 “jump bumps” and a 

Continued on p. 9 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 

 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or 
agility, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found 
at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 898-2706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  

RALLY DRILLS—Sundays. 2:45 for Advanced, 4:00 for Beginners every Sunday. 

SUPER DRILL CLASSES—Check with Pam for starting dates for the Tues./Thurs. drill 
classes. 

NOVICE DRILL CLASSES:  Thursdays with Janice Anthes at 9 a.m.  Wednesdays with 
Catherine Waters at 6:15 p.m.  

Agility Drill, Emphasis on attention/focus skills with Phyllis Collier  (ONGOING DRILL 
CLASS) 

NOSEWORK DRILLS:  Nosework Drills are held on Wednesday from 3:00-5:30.  You 
MUST contact Amy at 249-8931 each week to reserve your place since this drill is so popu-
lar that often some people are not able to actually work.   

Freestyle and Tricks Drill:  Sat. 7:00 a.m. with Pam Jones/Julie Brozek.  For SDOC 
Freestyle graduates only.  Others accepted on case by case basis.  

Upcoming Classes 

Obedience:                                                                                          
KPT:  Wed. Feb 27 at 7:30 p.m. with Maggie Gee                                                          
Beginning Novice:  Mon.March 11 at 6:15 with Estelle Metz                                           
Beginning Novice:  Feb. 2 at 9:15 a.m. with Pam Jones & Julie Brozek                                   

Agility:                                                                                                 
Puppy Foundation I:  Tuesday, Jan. 15, 6:15 p.m.                                                      
Prep Class:  Tues, Jan. 15 at 6:15 p.m.                                                                       
Beginning I:  Thurs, Jan. 17 at 6:15 p.m.                                                                      
Beginning II:  Sat. Jan. 5 at 4:00 p.m.                                                                         

Rally:                                                                                                    
Advanced Rally:   Thurs. March 7 at 6:15 with Jacque Obermeyer& Richard Irland.    It will 
cover advanced and excellent signs with a review of novice signs.                          

Nosework:                                                                                     
Beginning:  Sun. Jan 13 at 10:00 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson                                       
Intermediate:  Sun. Jan.13 at 11:15 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson 
Advanced:  Sun. Jan. 13 at 8:30 a.m. with Amy Hendrickson 

Conformation Drill:  Saturdays at 2:45 p.m. with Kim & Marco Banales  (Check 
with Instructors regarding  changes in time   $7.00  per class                                                         
Introduction to Showmanship:  Sat. 1:30 p.m. with Kim & Marco.  8 wk. course.   
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

There will be UKC trials held on March 9-10 at the National Guard Armory on  
Wyoming Blvd. in Albuq.  The premium is available on the SDOC website. 

The Rottweiler Club of New Mexico’ has rescheduled the American Temperament Soci-
ety (ATTS) temperament test for April 27 at Hoffmantown Park.  Entry forms are avail-
able at SDOC or by going to the ATTS website (ATTS.org).  Contact Dede Brownstein 
at 822-9916 for more information. 

Don’t forget the Gerry Brown Agility Seminar to be held on March 22-24 right here at 
our SDOC site.  Forms for signing up are available via a link on the front page of the 
SDOCNM.org website.  Trainers may sign up now through Feb. 17.  Club members sign 
up Feb. 17 to 28, and as of March 1, the registration will be open to the general public.  
There will be subjects suitable for all levels of dogs in training.  Gerry Brown is a well 
known and respected competitor and we are lucky to have him.  The seminar will 
probably fill quickly so be sure to sign up soon. Please call Annie Newsted at 681-8090 
with questions. 

CAT TEST:  No, not testing your cat but testing your dog’s coursing ability.  
This trial is open to all breeds of dogs, any size, any breed or AKC recognized 
pet.  The test is planned for March 9-10 at the AWFA coursing site just north 
of Moriarty.  You can find the premium at:  http://www.newmexico-
sighthounds.jigsy.com/Events.  If you haven’t tried it, come on out and have 
a ball!  There will be 4 trials in 2 days so you can earn a title in one weekend 
if you have an enthusiastic dog.  Ask Marcia Jensen or Lisa Frankland about 
how much fun it is! 

Thinking ahead, on October 8-12 the Colorado K9 Nosework group will hold Nose Work 
Camp.  There will be 4 full days of training, learning and practicing.  The sign up form 
will be available soon at the:  www.dogsofcourse.com website and registration is tenta-
tively planned to open about March 5.  There will probably be a big line for this one so 
be sure to sign up early! 

If you hear of a club member who is laid up and should receive a card or other 
“thinking of you” sort of thing, contact Barb Mitchell.  She would be delighted to send 
something to these folks.   

Don’t forget that entries for the German Shepherd Club trial closes March 13.  
The trial will be on March 30/31.  Their premium list is available at:  
cnmgsdc.org  If you are interested, go there right away for details. 

Also in March, don’t forget SDOC’s own AKC agility trials March 15-17.  The premium 
can be found on our website under “Forms & Premiums,” as well as trial secretary 
Nancy Culley’s website, www.windogagilitypremiums.com  Entries opened February 1, 
and close March 1, so if you haven’t already done so, send in those entries NOW to 
ensure yourself a spot. 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

 KEY EXCHANGE 

A reminder that our annual key exchange will be Feb. 22, just before and during the 7 p.m. monthly general 
membership meeting.  Be there or be keyless! 

INFLUENCE OUTBREAK 

The Dawna Sims Relationships Seminar in late January will no doubt prove to be THE most influential seminar 
we've ever hosted--and over the years we've hosted a lot of great seminars from world-class experts in training. 

Dawna's focus on the seemingly obvious--our relationships with our dogs--will have an indelible effect on everyone 
who attended.  And, since almost everyone who attended is an Instructor from our many dog sports, the effect will be 
universal. The big idea behind the seminar was to improve us as Instructors, not just handlers and 
trainers.  Specifically, we hoped to learn how to deal with dogs who seem to be beyond our help.  These days, we see 
more and more of them.  And these days, we'll be able to help a lot more of those seemingly lost causes. After two 
days with Dawna, you can't help but improve your dog, your self and most importantly, your classes. 

Huge thanks to Maggie Gee for organizing and running the show, making contractual arrangements and handling the 
registration process; to Catherine Waters for suggesting that we get Dawna and handling on-site registration; and to 
the many who helped with the physical setup and takedown. 

TANX AGAIN & AGAIN 

Many thanks for the Instructors, Assistants and Apprentices who have already taken on assignments this year:  Janice 
Anthes, Julie Brozek, Peggy Chandler, Donna Faulkner, Maggie Gee, Richard Irland, Pam Jones, Estelle and Danny 
Metz, Jacque Obermeyer, Donna Sloan, Toi Tschohl, Dee Wright.  Did I miss anyone?  Wouldn't be surprised, with 
all the wonderful folks who have already stepped up to support the club and advance the cause of dog training. 

THE YEARLY YARWOOD 

At the Annual Awards Brunch, I had the honor of presenting the 2012 Helen Yarwood Memorial Award to Amy 
Hendrickson for teaching the most hours. 

I knew Helen, one of THE hardest working Instructors the club has even had in its 63 years.  Back in the day, Helen--
a little bit of a thing--used to joke that she and the late Jane Martin should set up cots at the training site (then on 
Prospect, near Washington and I-40) because they spent so much time there, teaching classes and running drills. 

That's true today for an elite handful of our Instructors.  In 2012, Amy and others were near triple digits in the time 
they devoted to teaching at the club.  The one glaring difference today is that drill isn't just drill anymore.  Thirty years 
ago, drill was drill.  Teaching was actually discouraged at drills.  If you wanted to learn something new, you had to 
take a class.  Drill was all about practice, with little advice offered. Today, you can't attend a drill session without 
picking up something new.  Witness Catherine Waters' and Janice Anthes' Novice Drills, or Pam Sehmer's Super 
Drill or Jacque Obermeyer's Rally Drill, or the new Freestyle & Tricks Drill with Pam Jones and Julie Brozek. 

When the Yarwood Award was established, hours running drill didn't count toward the honor.  You got credit only 
for teaching defined classes like Basic This or Advanced That. Helen and her Miniature Pinschers wouldn't know a 
thing about Rally or Nosework or Freestyle.  But she would be proud of all of you on the Training Staff for all the 
hours you put in--for your work ethic as evidenced by the time you devote to SDOC. 

CGC FOREVER! 

Marcia Sullivan must have felt overwhelmed at the too-successful Canine Good Citizenship class that just 
ended.  The class attracted 12 students, a huge number by recent standards.  Oh, the price of popularity, Marcia!  Even 
more great news:  8 passed the CGC Test.  Special thanks to Assistant Eva Modrich and Testers Jacque Obermeyer 
and Betty Pearson.                                                                                                                       

CONFORMATION 

By the time you read this, Kim and Marco Banales' beginning and advanced Conformation classes will be 
underway.  You might have heard a rumor (started by me) that Conformation Drill would continue.  Not true.  Farm 
chores prevent Kim & Marco from offering more than the two classes this spring. 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

JUST IN TIME 

You might have heard of a business practice called just-in-time availability.  We have our own, crude version of that when we schedule Obedience 
classes.  We schedule a puppy or basic novice class only when we have a good handle on the likelihood that it will fill.  We don't assign Instructors to 
classes with a handful of students.  That's great for the students because they get more attention, but it can be risky to the class itself.  Lose just a 
couple of students, and hardly anyone's left to be taught. 

When scheduling, we take a look at the near-term, usually just 3 or 4 weeks ahead.  When we see a waiting list in the making, that tells us it's time to 
set up a class.  So we look for an Instructor and a time slot--one's as important as the other.  Then there are Assistants and Apprentices to line up. It 
would be great to simply fill out the whole calendar year and assume that a class will automatically start every 6 or 8 weeks.  If that were true, we'd 
have all of 2013 scheduled by now.  We'd kick back and let the schedule run itself. But demand rises and falls unpredictably, roughly in step with the 
human school year.  We have to cross each scheduling bridge as the year goes by.  And we don't even think about the bridge until it's in sight. 

Just some insight into how we schedule.  The key is to remain flexible as the many variables of the scheduling matrix pose new puzzles. 

 

January General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

The General Meeting was held January 22,2013 at the training room at the SDOC building at 7050 San 

Pedro in Albuquerque.  The meeting was called to order by President Maggie Gee at 7:05. Present 

were  Betty Pearson, Bonnie Hughes, Estelle Metz, Terri Brown, Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, Toi 

Tschohl, John Clendenin, Clint Wolf,and Barbara Peterson.  Absent were Leslie Swisher and Michele 

Lommasson. 

President’s Report  The Annual Awards Banquet was held Jan 6 at Sandia Casino and we had nice at‐

tendance – 62 people.  The Helen Yarwood Award Winner : Amy Hendrickson.  The Mike Kuliasha 

Award for service: Laurel Drew;  The Mary Lee Priestley Good Sportsmanship Award :  Kim and Marco 

Banales.  We already have many activities planned for 2013.  The Dawna Sims seminar is this week‐

end;  An Agility Seminar is planned March 22,23 and 24; We have an Agility trial in March; TDX test in 

March; May Obed/Rally Trial at Expo NM.  Remember,  we need all of you to help out.  A lot of dog 

clubs are disappearing.  Let’s keep ours going strong.  Don’t forget key exchange at the next general 

meeting, Feb 22. Terri Brown is the Spring Obedience Trial Chair. 

Vice President’s Report  Nothing at this time 

Treasurer’s Report  Given and on file 

Recording Secretary’s Report  Nothing at this time 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report  All AKC Paperwork is filed and up to date.  Barb Mitchell is the 

Hearts and Flowers person and has been doing a stellar job.                                        

Tracking Director’s Report  The TD test went very well with 2 dogs passing and another dog failing at 

the last turn which was a heartbreaker.  All workers showed up even though it was four degrees that 

morning.  Thanks to all who showed up and helped, now on to planning the TDX test in March which is 

going well. 

                                                                                                               Continued p. 11 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

2013 Key Return and Exchange 
 
Keys for the outer doors of the training building will be exchanged at the Febru-
ary 2013 SDOC General Membership Meeting on Friday, February 22, 2013. All 
outstanding building keys are to be returned at this time. Active instructors are 
asked to bring in their old building key and exchange for a new key at this time. 
SDOC members who have been a member for at least one year and wanting to 
rent a key for 2013 for $100/year are asked to rent their keys at this time also. 
Please call Maggie Gee at 856-7907 or John Clendenin at 243-3474 if you have 
any questions or need further information. 
 
Your old keys will not work after 12 noon on Friday, Feb. 22, 2013. 

SDOC has the honor of hosting an agility seminar 
with Gerry Brown on March 22- 24 at the Club’s 
building. Working and audit slots will be available. 
Below is an excerpt from the biography on his web-
site. 

Gerry Brown is a nationally and internationally 
recognized agility competitor and trainer that com-
petes actively in both United States Dog Agility 
Association and American Kennel Club agility ven-
ues. Gerry began competing in October 1995 with 
his female Border Collie Larrie. Gerry and Larrie 
qualified for every AKC National Championship 
from 1997 to 2003. In 1997, they finished third in 
the Championship, and the following year they won 
the International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) at the 
AKC Nationals. For three consecutive years, 1999, 
2000 and 2001, they won the ISC at the Astrohall 
World Series of Dog Shows. Gerry and Larrie have 
also been successful competitors in USDAA, finish-
ing fifth in the Grand Prix of Dog Agility World 
Championships in 2002 and third in the Perform-
ance Grand Prix in 2004. 
 
In 1998, Gerry and Larrie were selected by the 
AKC to represent the United States at the FCI 
World Agility Championships in Maribour, Slove-
nia. They earned the right to compete again as a 
2000 U.S World Team member in Helsinki, Finland 
when they won the first AKC Invitational Tourna-
ment. 
 
A defining moment for Gerry came when it was 
apparent that Sterling, his second Border Collie, 
was going to enjoy at least the same level of success 
as Larrie. This makes Gerry one of only a very few 

trainer/handlers to train multiple dogs to compete at 
the level necessary to represent our country at the 
FCI World Championships. 
 
Sterling outpaced Larrie's illustrious accomplish-
ments early in her agility career by winning the 24" 
Class at the 2003 AKC National Championships. 
She also won the 26" division of the International 
Sweepstakes Class that was held in conjunction 
with the 2003 AKC Nationals. In 2004 she was a 
finalist in the USDAA Grand Prix of Dog Agility 
World Championships and USDAA Steeplechase. 
As a result of her AKC accomplishments Sterling 
was selected to represent the United States at the 
2004 FCI World Championships in Montichiari, 
Italy. Making an even stronger showing in 2005, 
Sterling won the individual competition at the 
World Team Tryouts to again earn the privilege of 
representing the U.S. in Vallidolid, Spain in Sep-
tember 2005. She once again proved her mettle by 
winning the extremely competitive United States 
Dog Agility Association's Grand Prix of Dog Agil-
ity World Championships in November of 2005. 
Then she was selected to represent the USA at the 
World Championships this time in Basel, Switzer-
land, in September of 2006 making it her third con-
secutive year on the team. Sterling has now added a 
USDAA DAM Team National Championship in 
2006, and back to back AKC National Champion-
ships in 2006 and 2007 making her the 24" AKC 
National Champion for three of the last four years. 
To complete her career, Sterling added a Perform-
ance Versatility Pairs Championship as well as two 
appearances in the United States Dog Agility Asso-

Gerry Brown Seminar, March 22-24 

Continued on p. 11 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Happy Trackers at the SDOC Test on January 
13, 2013.  Jamie Fellows with her GSD, and 
Doranna Durgin with her Beagle pictured with 
Judges Leslie Swisher and Norma Rust.  It is 
truly wonderful when you see these dogs 
work.  Sniffing is really just their speed!  They 
love it! 

December, 2012 Minutes 
By Amy Henderson, Secretary 

 The General Meeting was held December 14,2012 at the training room at SDOC at 7050 San Pedro in Al‐
buquerque.   The meeting was called to order at 7:07 by President Maggie Gee.  Present were  Amy Hen‐
drickson,Saul Rovinsky, Karen Provine, Debby Potter, Ann Newsted, Toi Tschohl, Obedience Director John 
Clendenin, and Agility Director Gene Tatum. Not present were Pam Sehmer and Tracking Director Leslie 
Swisher, as well as Estelle Metz. 

President’s Report  The Club’s newsletter’s minutes were incorrectly printed and will be caught up the 
next edition. President Maggie Gee requested the members observe a moment of silence for the school‐
children who were shot at their school in Connecticut today, as well as all the members of our armed 
forces.                                                                                                                                                                              
There will be behavior seminar by Dawna Sims at the end of Jan.; sign up forms are in the lobby.  The 
trainer’s banquet will be held Jan. 6; sign‐up forms are in the lobby. 

A sign up form is already starting to make the rounds for volunteers to coordinate the hospitality table for 
each of the General Meetings.  It will be posted for those interested. 

Vice President’s Report   Nothing at this time 

Treasurer’s Report  Report given and on file 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report  Our 2013 dues in the amount of $25.00 have been remitted to AKC. 
The Agility events of Saturday 10/20/2012 and 10/21/2012 have been received and processed by AKC. 

Recording Secretary’s Report  Nothing at this time 

Tracking Director’s Report  January 13 is the TD test; workers are still needed.  Otherwise, everything is 
proceeding as planned.  

Obedience Director’s Report  A beginning Rally class is starting Jan 17.                                                                 
A CGC class is starting Jan 5.                                                                                                                                         
The next round of Nosework classes will start Jan 13.                                                                                                
A Drill class of Freestyle and Tricks will be held Saturdays at 7am starting Feb 7. 

Agility Director’s Report  Classes are posted on the website.                                                                                    
A Skills class is a new offering; it will be a punch card class.                                                                                         
Clint Wolf and Barb Peterson will be the new agility directors.                                                                                
Thank you to all who brought food to help with hospitality, and thank you to Jeff Robb, master of ceremo‐
nies who helped the dogs pick their Christmas toys! 

Next Meeting Jan 25. 

Meeting adjourned @7:24 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2013 
Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Karen Provine 

Treasurer: Betty Pearson 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Pam Sehmer, 
Michele Lommasson, Bonnie Hughes, 
Terri Brown 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Clint Wolf & Barb Pe-
tersen 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Clint Wolf and  
Barb Petersen 

Agility Directors 
can be reached 

at  
AgilityDirector@

SDOCNM.org  

Or 

bep2003@aol.c
om 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 In the Dec., 2012 NDSA freestyle video competition, Pam Jones and Sandy Golden earned 
their first Standard leg with an average score of 9.0!  Congrats, you two!!! 

 Juan and Nancy Griego’s Rottie, Redondo’s Semper Fe earned his Rally Advanced title with 
2 seconds and a first place.  Nice going!!! 

 In El Paso, Terry Brown and Jed  Sheltie, finished 
their UD in fine style.  That’s great, Terry!!! 

 Also in El Paso, Maggie Gee and Solar Golden 
earned two legs on their UD.  Darn those photogra-
phers with their squeaky toys!!!  Could’ve been 3 
legs! 

 Lynn Finley will have a new Golden puppy by the 
next time you see her.  The little girls arrives this 
next week.  Boy is Lynn delighted! 

 THREE SDOC members earned TD titles at the El 
Paso tracking test.  Happy titlists are  Jo Ashburn and 
her Corgi, Ken Collier and his Aussie, and Rich 
Cumming swith his Belgian.  Major Congratulations 
to all of you! 

 Jane Winkler’s Dalmatian, Chukke, finished his 
MXP in agility at the Amarillo trial  on December 31, 
2012. 

 Marcia Sullivan’s Siberian Husky, Koko, took Winners bitch and Best Opposite at the 
Hobbs show!  Go for it, Koko!!! 
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low tire jump for the dogs to negotiate. It 
looked like a lot of fun, and since the proceeds 
were going to canine cancer research, I pur-
chased tickets for three runs and brought Remi 
and Ripley over after we were finished with agil-
ity for the day. I figured Remi would be inter-
ested, but to my amazement both boys went 
absolutely berserk when they saw the lure (a 
piece of rabbit fur) moving, lunging and 
screaming like a pair of teenage girls catching 
sight of Justin Bieber! I let Ripley go first, and 
he took off like a shot, covering the course 
faster than many of the larger dogs. Remi went 
next and had an equally grand time. I then al-
lowed Ripley have the third and final run I paid 
for, since a friend wanted to videotape him for 
Meghan, who couldn’t attend those trials (The 
video, which shows both Remi and Ripley, can 
be viewed on my YouTube channel, NMKerry-
Blue). The spectators seemed to enjoy them-
selves as much as the dogs, laughing and 
cheering at all the dogs’ attempts to get the 
lure!  So I was very excited to see that the Al-
buquerque Whippet Fanciers Association was 
holding AKC coursing tests in Moriarty in March 
over Meghan’s spring break, and immediately 
entered both boys. 

The trials were in an open cattle pasture (short 
grass prairie) over very uneven terrain, and the 
course was much longer than the fun course we 
did in January: 600 yards for most dogs, though 
dogs shorter than 12” and brachycephalic 
breeds only have to cover half that. In order to 
qualify, the dogs have to chase the lure (3 
highly visible plastic bags that are fastened to 
the line) continuously, and finish the 600 yard 
course in 2 minutes or less (1.5 minutes for the 
300 yard course).  Competitors are required to 
check in at a designated time before each test, 
so that all the dogs can be examined, both to 
determine that they are fit to run, and that 
there are no bitches in season.  Just like in Ari-
zona, Remi and Ripley started barking and lung-
ing as soon as they saw the lure and heard the 
motor that pulls it around the course. On each 
of his runs, Remi quickly settled into an easy 
extended gallop that kept him within striking 
distance of the lure. He finished strongly, with 
energy to spare, though he had little interest in 
the lure once it stopped moving. I had to get 
his collar and lead back on quickly though as he 

was still fresh enough after each run to want to 
go after the lure again as soon as he saw it 
moving into position for the next dog! Ripley, 
OTOH, seemed uncertain about the longer 
courses and the rough terrain, starting out very 
intently but pulling up before the first turn on 
each attempt and returning to Meghan. But he 
did enjoy himself! 

Our dogs loved the local CATs so much that, 
after Thanksgiving, I actually went out to visit 
my parents in Georgia a week earlier than origi-
nally planned so Remi (we lost Ripley unexpect-
edly in September to hemangiosarcoma) could 
participate in the Greyhound Association of 
North Georgia’s (GANG) CATs out there. These 
tests were held on a Club member’s lush, roll-
ing, and immaculately groomed front lawn/
pasture—quite a difference from the New Mex-
ico plains! Once again, Remi had a blast, as did 
Meghan’s newly acquired rescued German Spitz, 
Calcifer, who completed a couple of fast and 
furious practice runs in grand style. 

One of the AWFA test workers told me that ter-
riers tend to do very well at lure coursing, since 
they are the only dogs besides sighthounds that 
were bred to go after game and actually dis-
patch it. And I can see differences in how differ-
ent breeds/variety groups handle the lure, with 
terriers, hounds, herding, and the more athleti-
cally built working breeds (e.g., Dobes, Boxers, 
German Pinschers) tending to run the best.  

The best part about the lure coursing for me 
was seeing how much fun the dogs were hav-
ing. There’s no training required (though a fit 
dog is a must, as is some basic off-lead control 
so you can catch your dog after its run)—for 
dogs that have the instinct, lure coursing is an 
event that allows a dog to just enjoy being a 
dog. I plan to keep entering our dogs in cours-
ing ability tests, not to earn additional titles so 
much as to treat them to an occasional week-
end where they can bark their heads off and 
run flat out. You all have GOT to try this with 
your dogs!   
    -Lisa Frankland 

Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers Association will 
once again be offering Coursing Ability Tests—2 
per day—in Moriarty on March 9th and 10th. See 
the editor’s Newsnotes on p. 3 for more infor-
mation 

CATs, continued from p. 1 
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Training Committee! 
Our Agility Training Committee has been solidified and is already hard at work. Our team consists of Gayle 
Elliott, Annie Newsted, Amy Goldberg, and Karen Provine. Our initial tasks include creating a class evalua-
tion form, defining the criteria by which a dog and handler move up to the next class level, and specifying 
the skills taught at each level. This should smooth the transition from one class to the next, and assure 
that each student / dog team get the most out of each class. 
Dogs on Trial? 
Trial season is approaching fast! The SDOC March Agility trial will be held at the Sheriff's Posse grounds 
on March 15, 16, 17, 2013. Entries must be received by the trial secretary listed on the form, by noon on 
March 1st - get your premiums sent off in time! Hope to see you there! Many local and nearby AKC, 
ASCA, NADAC, and USDAA trial premiums (entry forms) are listed on our web site under Forms & Premi-
ums. 
Need more practice?  
We have 4 Drill / Skill drop-in sessions per week: 

Monday afternoon and evening Masters Handling on Mondays (restricted to teams competing at the Ex-
cellent / Elite level only) - instruction is provided 

Tuesday night Skills geared toward Novice and Open level teams - instruction is provided 
Wednesday night drill geared towards Novice and Open level teams - no instruction, but lots of practice 
Sunday morning drill geared towards Open and Excellent / Elite level teams - no instruction, but lots of 

practice 
Check the web site (www.SDOCNM.org) under CLASSES for session times and costs. 
Agility Field Key Exchange 
The Agility gate and shed will be getting rekeyed, and the key swap will occur at the February general 
meeting, February 22nd (the same day that the building key exchange will occur). Your Agility Co-Directors 
will be off to parts unknown, trialing and hopefully Q'ing, but the key exchange will be in the capable 
hands of Amy Goldberg and Annie Newsted. Please bring your old field keys and sign for a new one. 
Those on the active trainers list automatically get a key, as do those scheduled to start teaching. 
Class Updates! 
New Agility classes are being formed and will be appearing on the web site soon! 

—-Barb Petersen and Clint Wolf, Co-Directors 

DOUBLE 

Q 
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Continued from p. 5 

Obedience Director’s Report  The 7am Freestyle Drill starts a week from tomorrow, Feb 2.                                      

Agility Director’s Report   The Agility committee has been selected.  The members are Amy Goldberg, Gail Elliott, Karen 

Provine,and  Ann Newsted. Clint Wolf reports an hour meeting has already gone into a two hour meeting. 

Old Business  A gift Certificate was presented to President Maggie Gee by past Vice President Saul Rovinsky as a big Thank You for 

all of her hard work for this club.  Much of it is seen, but even more of it is not.  Thanks, Maggie. 

New Business  The Board approved bringing in Gerry Brown in for an Agility seminar on March 22,23, and 24. Ann Newsted is coor‐

dinating this seminar. 

The building key exchange on Feb 22, 2013 will be for outer building doors only.  John Clendenin will be in charge of assigning keys.  

Agility field locks will change also; Ann Newsted will be in charge of assigning those keys. 

On the third Saturday of every month,  the Banales’ will have training days at their ranch.  It will cover just about anything fieldwise 

you want to teach your dog‐pointing training, recall training, cattle exposure, etc.  If you want to participate, please drop Kim an 

email at Banales.farms@att.net and put in in the subject line “Saturday fieldwork”. 

There was one reading this month‐Allie Wimber.   This was her second reading, and she was voted into membership.  She is also 

Donna Sloan’s sister.  Congratulations and Welcome! 

Hospitality this month is extra happy because the cake is for Terri Brown and her Jed for their UD earned this past weekend in El 

Paso.   Yay and Congratulations!! 

Adjourned@7:43 p.m. 

ciation's Performance Grand Prix finals. Sterling finished her 
career as a MACH5 and earned her Platinum Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award all at Championship heights. She now spends her 
retirement playing Frisbee and swimming with her pack. 
 
Raptor, Gerry's third Border Collie to train in Agility is trying to 
keep up the good work by earning a spot in the USDAA Grand 
Prix of Dog Agility World Championships Finals in 2009. 

Gerry has been teaching Agility since 1997. For the first five 
years, he taught all levels of agility at the prestigious FlashPaws 
Agility Training Center in Houston, Texas. In 2002 he moved to 
the outskirts of Austin, Texas and opened DePaw Agility Train-
ing Center in Manor. Gerry teaches a variety of skills so that all 
handlers (regardless of athletic ability) and all dogs can have fun 
and be successful. With a full range of available skills, handlers 
can analyze and make effective handling decisions. 

Above all Gerry believes that Agility should be fun for both the 
handler and dog. He looks for positive and creative ways to moti-
vate dogs through timely and well-placed rewards and through 
playing games with the dogs that result in the desired behaviors. 

Gerry believes that agility can enhance and strengthen the life-
long bond that is built between dogs and handlers. 

The true test of the instructor and training center is found in the 
performance of the students, and it is increasingly apparent that 
Gerry is extremely generous when it comes to sharing his vast 
expertise in agility. At local and regional agility trials, DePaw 
features prominently in the placements. At a national level, you 
will find no fewer than ten DePaw teams that attract attention in 
their venue of choice. Routinely, at least six DePaw teams find 
themselves in the USDAA Top Ten rankings. 

Gerry's success in competition and training has gained him con-
siderable national recognition as a trainer and he is a highly 
sought after instructor. He presents seminars across the country to 
individual groups and clubs and has become a regular at many 
popular Camps. He hopes to see you at one of them soon. 

 

 

Gerry Brown, continued from p. 6 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

February 22  

March 29 

April 26 

May 31 

June 28 

July 26 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

February 19, 2013 

March 26 

April 23 

May 28 

June 25 

July 23 

 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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