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Inside this issue: 

. Back by popular demand, Renate Van 
Allen returns to Sandia Dog Obedience 
Club on Saturday and Sunday, July 28-
29, 2012 for a 2 day obedience work-
shop/seminar.  The workshop will run 
from 9 am to 4:30 pm each day at the 
Sandia Dog Obedience Club Training 
Facility, 7050 San Pedro NE, Albuquer-
que, New Mexico. 

If you missed the Renate Van Allen 
Obedience Workshop/Seminar in 2011, 
you won’t want to miss this 2012 work-
shop/seminar.  Renate Van Allen pro-
vides a seminar/workshop covering 
items such as motivational training and 
problem solving, having fun for both 
the dog and the handler, fun games 
that are also aids in training, etc. 

And if you attended Renate’s Work-
shop/Seminar in 2011, you will want to 
attend again in 2012 as there are sure 
to be some new techniques and meth-
ods along with new dog training prob-
lems that have cropped up since last 
year.   This workshop is very hands-on. 

Renate Van Allen lives and operates a 
dog training facility in Littleton, Colo-
rado.  She currently owns and trains 
Labrador Retrievers and an Australian 
Cattle Dog.  Renate and her dogs have 
earned numerous High in Trial awards, 
High Combined awards, and 200 
scores!   Renate is a two time AKC Na-
tional Obedience Invitational Trial 
Champion.   Renate also cross trains 
and earns titles in agility and field trials 
with her dogs. 

Renate Van Allen is a very enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable, and motivating 
speaker.  After Renate’s  visit to SDOC 
in August 2011, there was a renewed 
and re-energized interest and enthusi-
asm in training for obedience competi-
tion among the workshop/seminar at-
tendees. 

Workshop registration forms will be 
available Wed, May 16, 2012 in the 
SDOC lobby and on the SDOC website.  
First priority registration will be for 
SDOC instructors and members from 
May 16, 2012 until May 31, 2012.   
Open registration to everyone will start 
June 1, 2012.   All registration and fess 
close Friday, July 6, 2012. 

There will be 10 working spots for the 
two day seminar and unlimited audit 
spots. 

For more information, please contact 
Maggie Gee at 505/856-7907.  
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE GETTING ONE FREE.  

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—Excellent walk-thrus will start as close to 2:45 PM (Sundays) as 
possible and will be followed by Advanced class.  Novice walk-thrus will start close to 
4:00 PM.   Future dates are on the SDOC website. 

1/10/12:  Tues. 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  Super Drill with Pam Sehmer (Ongoing) 

2/1/12:  6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

2/8/12:  9:00 a.m.  Novice Drill with Janice Anthes  (Ongoing) 

3/12/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m. Beginning Novice with Estelle Metz 

3/29/12   Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Basic Novice with Jeff Robb 

3/29/12:  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Advanced Rally with new signs added.  8 weeks 

4/12/12:  Sat. 10:30 a.m.  Beginning Novice with Toi Tschohl  (No class 5/12) 

4/17/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Utility with Janice Anthes to alternate with Be-
ginning Open 

4/28/12:  Sat.  9:15 a.m.  Kindergarten Puppy Training with Pam Jones 

5/24/12:  Thurs. 7:30 p.m.  Kindergarten Puppy Training with Maggie Gee 

 

6/2312:  Sat.  1:30 p.m.  Our first Canine Freestyle Class will start.  Pam Jones, 
Marcia Sullivan and Julie Brozek will be the trainers.  Class is limited to 8 dogs so if 
you are interested get registered early. 

 

  

RATTLESNAKE AVOIDANCE CLINIC! 

To be held at Sportsman’s Warehouse and sponsored by Coronado KC and 

Bernalillo Animal Clinic 

Snakeproofing training and vaccinations will be offered. 

$65.00 for the snakeproofing training 

Anti-venom Vaccinations will also be offered at discounted price. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Registration forms for the Renate Van Allen Workshop to be held Sat./Sun., July 
28/29 will be available at the Training Site in the Lobby starting May 16.  Until May 
31, the Registration will be for SDOC members only.  After that, registration is open 
to the public.  Theere is a break in price for SDOC trainers.  There will be no private 
lessons this year, but audit spots have been reduced in price to $50 for SDOC in-
structors for both days and $75 for others.  Call Maggie Gee at 856-7907 for details. 

Marco Banales sent a very nice thank you letter by email to the Club for helping so much with 
their Central New Mexico Brittany Club ‘show and go’ match in Edgewood.  He especially thanks 
Marcia Sullivan, David Ray, Hallie Ray, Kim Banales and Rebecca Barreras for their judging 
skills.  He reports that about 20 dogs took advantage of the shot clinic that was held, and there 
is definite interest in having another event in the fall.  There is a link to a large number of pho-
tos of the event on the CNMBC website page.  Be sure to take a look.  Tom Mauter (505-466-
6511 (home) or 505-660-6020 (cell) took the pix so if you want a copy, contact him!  The web-
site address is:  www.centralnewmexicobrittanyclub.com 

There will be 8 shows held by the MASC club (ASCA) including 2 all breed obedience trials on 
May 19/20 at the Heritage Park in Los Lunas.  This is where the big AKC shows are held in the 
fall.  Evelyn Vinogradov is the show secretary, and an ASCA entry form can be gotten at the 
ASCA website.  The direct link is www.asca.org/Portals/o/showentrywtx.pdf  If you do not yeth-
ave an ASCA registration or tracking number, you can find information on that at the ASCA 
website as well.  Pre-entries have closed so you will have to enter at the show. 

 New Rally Regs Workshop 
By Leonore Abordo CPDT-KA 

Janice Anthes and Rowdy conducted a Rally workshop open to SDOC members and the public recently.  
Over 30 people attended and learned from one of our favorite AKC judges. 

Janice reviewed changes to the rules, which include a reduction in the expected number of teams per hour 
to 20, and increased penalties for “invisible cookie” luring in the ring.  Participants got a packet detailing 
the new signs, most of which are in Excellent.  Janice and Rowdy demonstrated each of the new signs 
with plenty of Q&A and laughter along the way.  Footwork, as it always does, generated a lot of discus-
sion. 

The signs have been renumbered and can be printed off from this link:  www.akc.org/events/
rally/2012info.cfm.  Some of the new stations are more complex than the text on the signs would indicate 
so read the descriptions carefully—and remember to ask the judge for clarification during the walk thru if 
you have any concerns. 

Thanks also to Lyn Melin and Lisa Berry for making extra 
handout copies, to Julie Brozek and Leonore Abordo for helping 
set up the new signs, and to everyone who put up/took down the 
ring gates and chairs.  Lisa shared a new smart-phone app called 
“Rally Obedience” which has all the signs and current descrip-
tions; check your provider for cost. 

The new regs take effect on April 4th, and they will be in effect 
for the May shows. 

Pre-entries have closed so you will have to enter 
at the show. 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin, OTD 

 

 

IT'S ALREADY HALF TIME! 
Here it is May, and the year's already half over--the Training Year, that is. Our 
TY ends Nov. 30, so if you need to get your hours in to remain on the Active 
List of Instructors, Assistants and Apprentices, now's a good time to check your 
calendar for the remaining months and sign up to teach or help with a class.  
Just send me an e-mail or give me a call. 

BE COOL! 
Please pay special attention to the new way things work this summer in the 
building. DO NOT touch the swamp cooler controls. They're on automatic. And 
please DO NOT touch the east and southeast windows. They're deliberately left 
open a crack 24/7 for the swamp cooler thus summer. 

DO check the doors from the outside to be sure they're locked when you're the 
last one to leave. That's always the rule, but especially this summer, since the 
coolers can blow open a door that hasn't been truly shut. 

YOU'LL NEVER WALK ALONE 
Don't be the last ONE to leave the building. Be the last TWO. You should never 
allow yourself the be alone in the building. Be safe and ask someone to hang 
around while you lock up and turn off the lights. This isn't something new. 
We've been advising everyone to do the safe, secure thing for decades--even 
back to the days of our location on Prospect Ave. 

ODE TO JOY 
We greet the news of 9 dogs entered in Novice A at the spring trials with 
boundless joy! Novice A is THE ONLY gateway to the future for the sport of 
Obedience. A healthy Novice A entry bodes well for the future of Obedience--
and the future of our club itself. Without Novice A, we have no Companion Dog 
titles. No CDs means no handlers qualified to eventually become Obedience 
Instructors. And no Obedience Instructors ultimately means that the club would 
lose about half of its income. Perish the thought! 

CANINE FREESTYLE 
As of this writing, we might still have openings for Beginning Canine Freestyle 
that starts June 23 at 1:30. There's room for only 8 dogs, so don't take too long 
to think about it. 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at rosybee 
@earthlink.net 
with questions 

    Double Q                                                                              

For the past year, I (Bill Chambers) and Sasha, my Therapy Dog, have been involved in the 
Pet Therapy program at the Bernalillo County Youth Services Center (BCYSC), informally 
known as the Juvenile Detention Center. BCYSC is an 80-bed facility housing male and fe-
male residents which offers several programs, e.g.; education, recreation, therapeutic group 
activities, mental health, substance abuse counseling, community sponsored activities. Over 
the past 2 decades, the Center has become a model for caring for its young offenders and has 
received both national and international recognition for its low return rate. 
 
Pet Therapy offers the youth an opportunity to in-
teract with the participating dogs and have a brief 
less regimented time so that they can feel “normal.” 
Sometimes, the kids merely want to pet or snuggle 
to a dog. At other times, they ask about care. 
(Sasha is double-coated and does a very good job 
of leaving hair on their dark-blue sweats.) They 
often ask if a dog can do “tricks.” To them, tricks 
include basic obedience (sit, stay, down, come, 
heel), “shake hands,” and roll over. If you mention 
Agility training, some will say that they’ve seen that 
on TV while others have no idea. I’ve often impro-
vised a jump (2 chairs back-to-back or a mop either held by kids or supported by a couple of 
mop buckets) and a tunnel (again, 2 chairs back-to-back). 
Their reactions to these simple obstacles along with the success of the dog training program 
at the Women’s Prison in Grants got me wondering about providing a basic Agility demo at the 
BCYSC recreation yard. I approached Cookie Norris, the BCYSC Program Director, who was 
enthusiastic about the possibility. Armed with that, I talked with Gene Tatum, our Agility Direc-
tor, who got SDOC Board approval. Gene also recruited wife, Pat Hester, and the Provines-
Karen & Mike- and dogs. On at 9 AM, Saturday, April 29th , we 5 and dogs with jumps, tunnels, 
weave poles, and a teeter loaded in pickups, met Cookie at the BCYSC at 9:00. 
With the help of kids from the Community Supervision program (youth who must be super-
vised at all times but who are able to spend nights at home) an 11-obstacle course designed 

by Gene was set up in the recreation yard. We had 3- 25 
minute sessions for the BCYSC residents; two for boy and 
the 3rd for girls. Each time, we ran the dogs and talked 
about the sport of Agility. 
 
Cookies asked to let a couple of the kids run the course 
like the dogs (without the teeter, the tire, and the weave 
poles). The kids were timed and the winner got a Happy 
Meal with the runner-up getting a soda. Watching them go 
through the tunnels was a real experience! 
At the conclusion of the demos, it was obvious that we and 
the kids had all enjoyed the experience. I can easily see 

this becoming an annual SDOC event. I have already been told by Cookie that the BCYSC 
would welcome our return. 
Bill	Chambers	in	addition	to	doing	pet	therapy	is	the	SDOC	Agility	Registrar.	Bill’s	hard	work	
and	dedication	to	the	Club	and	dogs	is	admired	and	respected. 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

April, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 
By Amy Hendrickson, Secretary 

 The General Meeting on April 27 2012 was held at the training room at SDOC at 7050 
San Pedro in Albuquerque. The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by President Maggie 
Gee.   Present were Board members  Saul Rovinsky,  Estelle Metz, Pam  Sehmer, Karen 
Provine, and Amy Hendrickson.   Absent were Toi Tschohl and Debby Potter.   Training 
Directors Gene Tatum and John Clendenin were present, Leslie Swisher was absent. 

Corrections were made to the last minutes: the heading in the last newsletter read Feb‐
ruary minutes and  should have  read March; The Treasurer’s  report  should have  read 
$6162.23  income,  $3876.73  expenses,  2285.50  net.;  First  readings,  Jim  and  Joan 
Woodard, Brett and Amanda Brunner, David Frizzell and Lynn Beene, Louis and Susan 
Cuellar. Second Reading Jo Ashburn.   A motion was made by Laurel Drew to adopt the 
corrected minutes and was seconded by Ann Newsted.  The motion passed. 

Presidents Report   Thanks to Len Stans for all his hard work on the coolers!   They are 
working fantastically and he worked on them this afternoon for several hours.  Maggie 
Gee was his assistant handing him his tools up the ladder.  Bravo Len!!! 

Thanks to Kim and Marco Banales for the training over the weekend.  The experience is 
getting raves as usual and they are talking about doing it again later in the summer. 

Vice President Report Nothing at this time 

Treasurers Report  31,468.68  income 

                                   18,924.45  expenses 

                                   12,544.23  net income 

Recording Secretary  Nothing at this time 

Corresponding  Secretary   The  survey  results  regarding  “  the  importance of your AKC 
delegate” have been analyzed and the report is available upon request.  

AKC has received and processed the results of the agility events of March 16,17, and 18 
2012. 

AKC has approved the Agility events to be held September 21‐23 2012. 

AKC has approved SDOC for to hold Responsible Dog Ownership Day along with our an‐
nual fun match at the posse grounds August 26,2012. 

Tracking Directors  Report   The Tracking One class will be extended  for an additional 
four weeks after the May trials (May 19).  The class was very successful. 

A tracking seminar has been proposed to be held by AJ Knoll and Jean Hilbig on August 
11 and 12 2012.   The venue would be the Journal Center and more  info will be forth‐
coming.  Save the date if you are interested. 

Obedience Directors Report  On June 23 a Freestyle Class will begin.  It will be for 8 stu‐
dents only as the class takes a lot of room. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Agility  Directors  Report   Our  focus  at  this  time  is  teaching  and  trying  to  get  classes 
filled! 

New Business  A Renate Van Allen Obedience Workshop/Seminar will be offered 2 days 
on Saturday Sunday July 28‐29,2012.  More info is posted in the vestibule if you are in‐
terested. 

The Golden Retriever Club is holding a fun match June 10 in Hoffman Park.   

Membership  Readings      Second  Readings  David  Frizzell  and  LynnBreene;  Louis  and 
Susan Cuellar; Brett and Amanda Brunner. 

Thank you to Alex Sloan for Hospitality Coordination this month. 

Next month’s meeting is Friday May 25 . 

Meeting adjourned @ 7:39. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 

 

TO 

LESLIE SWISHER 

AND THE  

WONDERFUL 

OTCH 

GUS 

!!!!!! 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others  2012 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky and 
Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at  

 255-1950 

Or 

AgilityDirector@
SDOCNM.org 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Evelyn Vinogradov and Tux and Doc earned their Flyball Dog Excellent titles in 
Colorado recently. 

 Jane Winkler with Dalmatians Chukke and Spinner showed at the recent Dalmatian 
National Specialty where Chukke took 3rd place in Rally Novice B and Spinner 
qualified in Rally Novice B.  In the Specialty Agility trial, Spinner took 1st in both 
Open Preferred Standard and Jumpers!  Way to go!!! 

 Leslie Swisher and Gus the German Wirehaired Pointer finished their OTCH in 
Denver by winning Open B. 

 Dede Brownstein and her Rottweiler Elke earned their Rally Excellent in Colorado 
recently. 

 Nancy Brunswick reports that her Aussie Rico earned his World Canine Freestyle 
title in Novice Musical Freestyle and Beginner’s Heel Work to Music at a competi-
tion in Denver April 21/22. 

 Ellen Gerwin took Echo, her Pembroke Welsh Corgi to CA recentl yand earned the 
PT (Pre-trial test) title.  She also put an HT (Herding Tested) on Penni Adrian’s Car-
digan Corgi, Nola and a PT on her own Cardigan, Banjo.  But the BIG brag is that 
Banjo also got his first two Started Sheep legs with scores of 95.5 and 98.5 for High 
In Trial both days!  Wow, I’m impressed!! 

 Clint Wolf and Kaia the Golden Retriever earned their CGC while at the Tularosa 
agility trial and the NADAC Open Jumpers at the Cortez trial.  Cont. on p. 11 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Learn A Reg, Earn A Leg  
DQs and NQs and Excusals,  Oh My!  
By Hallie Ray, AKC Judge 

DQ is not NQ--I’m a stickler for correct use of the terms, Disqualifying and Non-qualifying, in 
reference to AKC obedience competitions!  

The overarching publication applying to AKC shows, Rules Applying to Dog Shows, addresses 
disqualification, which means that a dog is not eligible to show, in Chapter 11 Section 8. This is 
reiterated in the Obedience Regulations, in Chapter 1, Section 17 (C1,S17):  

A dog that is blind, deaf or has been changed in appearance for cosmetic reasons (other than 
changes customarily approved for its breed) may not compete in any obedience trial or tracking 
test and will be disqualified. Blind means without useful vision. Deaf means without useful 
hearing. (C1,S17) 

Under this section, a dog with “neuticles” (replacement testicles), or that has had its tail tendons 
cut to improve its tail-set would not be allowed to show, even in obedience. Speaking as an obe-
dience judge, we are not asked to actually examine for these conditions…thank goodness…but 
judges are asked to “be alert for conditions that may require disqualification or excusal.” But 
ethically, a handler shouldn’t be showing a dog “changed in appearance for cosmetic reasons.” 
By the way, disqualification only applies to permanent change—temporary changes are ad-
dressed below.  

Unlike the breed ring, dogs with surgical alteration to correct a defect can be shown in obedi-
ence, rally and tracking if spayed or neutered: 

Any dog whose appearance has been surgically altered to correct a congenital or hereditary de-
fect may participate in obedience trials and tracking tests provided that dog has been neutered or 
spayed. Spayed bitches, monorchid, cryptorchid or castrated dogs, and dogs that have disquali-
fying conformation faults may compete in obedience trials and tracking tests, if eligible under 
these regulations… 

No dog will be eligible to compete if it appears to have been dyed or colored in any way, if its 
coat shows evidence of chalk or powder, or if the dog has anything attached to it for protection 
or adornment. Such a dog may be judged later if the condition has been corrected and if the 
judge desires to do so. (C1,S17) 

At a show, disqualifying behavior refers to aggressive or dangerous dogs. The dog doesn’t have 
to make contact, cause injury, or draw blood. The judge has responsibilities if incidents occur in 
the ring. Just an attempt to attack any person in the ring requires that the judge disqualify the 
dog. The dog attacking or appearing dangerous to other dogs requires excusal, though if a dog is 
excused twice under this rule, AKC will disqualify it.  

The judge will disqualify any dog that attempts to attack any person in the ring… (C1,S17) 
(emphasis mine) 

The judge must excuse a dog that attacks another dog in the ring and fill out the required form 
… [A]ny dog that has been excused on two occasions for attacking or attempting to attack an-
other dog in the ring will be notified that the dog is no longer eligible to be shown in obedience 
classes. (C1,S17) 

Outside the ring is the territory of the Event Committee: 
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Any dog that, in the opinion of the Event Committee, attacks a person or a dog at an AKC event, resulting in injury, and 
is believed by that Event Committee to present a hazard to persons or other dogs, shall be disqualified. … The disquali-
fied dog may not again compete at any AKC event nor be on the grounds of an AKC event unless and until…the dog’s 
eligibility has been reinstated. (C1,S17a) 

When Disqualified from competition, the dog is not allowed to enter, show, or even be at an event. The owner must ap-
ply to AKC for reinstatement, and the dog may no longer be shown until that permission is received. 

Notice the use of the term “Excuse” above. The judge must excuse a dog that attacks or appears dangerous to another 
dog. Excusal is dismissing the dog from the ring; it is no longer allowed to compete that day in that class. This doesn’t 
affect any other class at that show, or any other show. What else can be grounds for excusal? The judge MUST excuse 
under these conditions: 

dog is taped, stitched or bandaged in any way or if it has anything attached to it for medical or corrective purposes 
(C2S25) 

 is lame…Lameness is defined as any irregularity of locomotion (C2S25) 

 any bitch in season (C2S25) 

 any dog that is not under its handler’s control and any handler who willfully interferes with another competitor or 
that competitor’s dog. (C2S25) 

Notice the one about “dog not under control.” When a judge excuses a dog and marks the book, “Not under control,” it’s 
not a case of meanness or mercy. It’s a required excusal! Sometimes this is an easy call: the dog with zoomies that takes 
four stewards ten minutes to capture in the ring? Excused. Sometimes it’s not so easy. How about the dog that takes five 
commands to set up, lags or wanders and needs several extra Heel commands, walks away on the stand for exam? My 
verdict: Not under control. 

The Regs state several conditions where the judge MAY excuse a dog.  

 Any dog that is unfit to compete or any bitch that appears so attractive to males as to be a disturbing element. 
(C2S25) 

 Any display of fear or nervousness by the dog or any uncontrolled behavior such as snapping, barking or running 
away from its handler…whether it occurs during or between an exercise or before or after judging. (C2S25) 

 Any dog that relieves itself at any time while in the ring for judging must receive a non-qualifying (NQ) score and 
may be excused from the ring. (C2S25) 

 Any exhibitor who does so [uses excessive verbal commands, moves toward the dog to correct it, or practice any 
exercise in the ring] may be excused. (C2S27) 

A quick note: notice that if the dog “relieves itself” when it is in the ring to receive awards, NQ or excusal is not re-
quired. Only if the accident happens while in the ring for judging does a penalty apply. 

A few things merit excusal, but allow judging if the condition has been fixed. These include having identification on the 
handler or dog (C1S10), having chalk, powder, or anything on the dog for protection or adornment (C1S17)  or having 
inappropriate collar, lead or equipment (C2S16, 17 and 26; C4S9; C5S8 and 10) 

A great resource is judge John Cox’s “AKC Obedience Trial Excusal Reference Chart,” which is available online at: 
http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/general_articles.pdf. 

Now that we know what Disqualifications are, and Excusals are, let’s consider Non-Qualifying. That just means that you 
didn’t qualify toward the title in this class today. In obedience, a Qualifying Score requires at least 170 of the 200 points 
available in a class, and MORE than 50% of the points available in each exercise. Judges are required to give a non-
qualifying score when the principal feature of an exercise is not met. 

It’s a very good idea to know the Principal Feature of each exercise. Off the top of your head…what is the principal fea-
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ture of each heel exercise? That’s right—they’re all modeled on the Novice Heel On Leash:  

The principal feature of this exercise is the ability of the dog and handler to work as a team. (C3,S5) 

Nowhere does it say the dog must be in heel position X% of the time, or within a body length of the handler, or any of 
the other apocryphal regs that float around the ringside! That’s the basis of allowing a (penalized) extra command in 
heeling; if one extra command is enough to get the team back on track, it’s probably qualifying. Several extra com-
mands? Probably not working as a team… 

In addition to not performing the Principal Feature, or not earning 170 points, what will NQ a dog?  As we saw above, 
fouling the ring requires an NQ. Carrying or offering food in the ring requires an NQ. (C2, S3 & 22) I once felt very bad 
for a Novice handler who came into the ring with a huge baggie full of treats hanging out of her back pocket. I had to 
judge what she did, even though it was probably accidental on her part: NQ. 

OK, now we’re all educated about Disqualifying, Excusing and Nonqualifying, and will use them correctly, right? Thank 
you! 

Brags, cont. from p. 8 

 Penni Adrian’s Chase earned his final HXAs leg to finish his title with a 3rd place.  He also finished his 
HCh so that he is now a Dual Champion, all this by age 4 1/2!.  His pup, Lowri was High in Trial for both 
A and B Course Ducks.  Penni you have to stop all these titles in Herding; I’m getting confused by the al-
phabet soup! <VBG>   

 It must have been the luck of the Irish that allowed Meghan Frankland and Ripley the Papillon to finish 
their MACH2 at SDOC’s agility trial March 17 while Meghan was home for her spring break from Colo-
rado State!  Ripley earned 2nd place in Standard and 1st in Jumpers for those final points. 

 Evi Fox and Bling, Australian Shepherd bred by the late Diana Decker, completed their MACH at the 
SDOC trial on March 16th.  

 Bonnie Hughes and Turbo finished their first AKC title at our May trial, a Rally Novice title. 

 Donna Sloan had quite a time at the Miniature Pinscher Nationals in early April.  Her  Dion (Min Pin)
earned his RE.  Presley (Min Pin) earned two legs toward his Beginning Novice title at the Nationals and 
finished it at the following all-breed show.  Tommy (Papillon) earned his RA at the all-breed show, and 
last but far from least, Donna’s new Min Pin, Zorro was BOS in Sweepstakes at the National and also 
earned major select points at both the Nationals and the following all-breed show.  Did you leave any tro-
phies for anyone else, Donna?? 

 Maggie Gee and Solar, her Golden finished their CDX at our trials in May. 

 Martha Kent and Border Collie, Blaze, finished their UD with three Qs in a row!!  This was at our May 
trials.  Many Congratulations, Martha! 

 Donna Faulkner and Chihuahua Brandy earned their RE at the May trials with very nice scores.  They also 
earned at least one CD leg! 

 Toi Tschohl and Abby Border Collie earned at least one leg, and that with a 2nd place, at our May trials. 

 Our sympathy to Jeff Robb who was working on a nice score in Open B on Monday when his leg gave out.  
He had to excuse himself and Panda Aussie. 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

May 25 

June 29 

July 27  (Ice Cream Social) 

August 31 

September 28 

October 26  (Halloween Party) 

November 16  (Early due to T-Day) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 22 

June 26 

July 24   

August 28  

September 25 

October 23  

November 13 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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