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Inside this issue: 

This year SDOC had a total of 52 dogs which 
earned titles in obedience, agility, tracking, etc.  
The most dogs of any breed to earn titles were 
the 8 Australian Shepherds followed by 4 dogs 
each in Corgis, Shelties, and Golden Retriev-
ers.  In all, 26 breeds and one All-American 
were represented.  It is obvious and to be ap-
plauded that we have such a variety of breeds 
working in our Club.  We were excited to see 
that four of our dogs were also selected to par-
ticipate in the Eukanuba National Obedience 
Trial.  We hope to have a report and some im-
pressions of that trial from our members in the 
near future. 

In addition to all the award plaques given out to 
members and dogs finishing titles, we also give 
out some very special awards.  These are for 
the Most Hours Volunteered for Training, the 
Mike Kuliasha/Jim Murphy Award for service 
above and beyond by a member in a year, and 
the Good Sportsmanship Award.   

Pam Sehmer was the honoree for the most 
hours trained during the year.  Pam has been 
running the Open and Utility Drill classes for 
nearly all year plus helping with other classes 
and presenting a seminar for trainers on how to 
conduct a class.  She has certainly contributed a 
great deal to our Club during 2011.   

The Good Sportsmanship Award went to Susan 
Neal for her great example of what a good 
sportsman should look like.  Susan was de-
scribed as one of the first to go set up dropped 
bars, the first to congratulate qualifiers, always 
has a smile and a word for competitors whether 
they do well or not, and is always there to give 
positive reinforcement to other handler teams 
out on the agility course.  In addition, she is 
very active in a women’s counseling program 
at the Women’s Prison in Grants and with the 
rescue dogs being trained by women prisoners 
to make the dogs more adoptable.   

This year the Mike Kuliasha Award was pre-
sented to Len Stans, a truly behind-the-scenes 

worker.  When the Club needs something done 
that requires knowledge and skills in the main-
tenance department, we call on Len to to get 
doors fixed, lights replaced, research the best 
equipment needed for the club, and repair obe-
dience and agility equipment.  Len has spent 
hours on the roof making sure that the site is 
cool and comfortable for us all.  He is a won-
derful asset to the Club and deserves this recog-
nition for his continuing efforts. 

Another Member Lost 
SDOC again mourns the loss of a very dear and 
much respected member.   

Mary Lee Priestley was one of those rare peo-
ple everyone loved.  She will be deeply missed.  
I don’t know  anyone who didn’t love her; she 

 loved them right back.  I used to joke I wanted 
to be like Mary Lee when I grew up, but she 
was one of a kind...warmly gracious and ele-
gant in every way. 

Mary Lee was also one heck of a dog trainer 
and as competitive as it gets.  When she entered  

Nancy Pollock & Mary Lee Priestley at one 
of their last obedience trials. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.   

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—Excellent walk-thrus will start as close to 2:45 PM (Sundays) as possible 
and will be followed by Advanced class.  Novice walk-thrus will start close to 4:00 PM.   Fu-
ture dates are on the SDOC website. 

1/10/12:  Tues. 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  Super Drill with Pam Sehmer 

1/19-3/8:  Thur. 6:15p.m.  Beginning Rally with Jacque Obermeyer 

1/28-3/8:  Sat. 10:30a.m.  Beginning Novice with Lisa Berry 

1/18:  7:30 p.m.  KPT (Puppy Training) with Dee Wright 

1/19:  7:30 p.m.  Beginning Novice with Catherine Waters 

2/1/12:  6:15 p.m.  Novice Drill with Catherine Waters (Ongoing) 

2/7/12:  Tues. 7:30 p.m.  Beginning Novice with Michelle Lommasson 

2/8/12:  9:00 a.m.  Novice Drill with Janice Anthes  (Ongoing) 

3/3/12:  Sat. 1:15 p.m. CGC Class with Marcia Sullivan.  This class will have a CGC test at 
end for those who graduate. 

3/12/12:  Mon. 6:15 p.m. Beginning Novice with Estelle Metz 

3/29/12:  Thurs. 6:15 p.m.  Advanced Rally with new signs added.  8 weeks.   

Conformation Prep Classes:  As of 2/25/12, Introduction to Conformation will start at 5:30, 
and Intermediate will start at 6:30 each  Sat. with Kim Banales 

There are lots more classes planned so keep alert.  We currently have our first 
NoseWork class running, and another should follow shortly.  Inquiries are out for 
folks who are interested in a Beginning Utility class (Janice Anthes would teach), and 
there are always upcoming agility classes.   
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Sweatshirts!  Contact Estelle Metz or Marcie Jensen to order your 2011 edition sweatshirt.  
This is being done as a Fund-Raiser and will feature a group of ‘après-ski’ dogs lounging about 
the fireplace.  (Last year was a group of skiing dogs.)  The shirts will be in deep hunter green 
color.  It’s a very cute shirt thanks to Nancy Brunswick who put her talents to use once again.  
Orders will be taken up to the end of February.  Costs are:  T-shirt—$20.00 and $22.00 for 2X 
size.  Long-sleeved T-shirts $24.00 plus $2.00 extra for 2X.  Sweatshirt $28.00 plus $2.00 extra 
for 2X.  Hoodie 33.00 plus $2.00 extra for 2X, and Zipper Hoodie $36.00 plus $2.00 for 2X size. 

Building Security is an issue again.  Be sure when you leave the building after train-
ing that you circle the building and check the doors from the OUTSIDE!  Pulling on 
the doors from the inside doesn’t work.  It doesn’t matter if you didn’t use the side 
or rear doors; you are responsible for the building and need to check every time.  
Under NO circumstances are you ever to leave dogs alone in the building while you 
run errands or go to eat.  Take your dogs with you or leave someone with them.  
They MUST be attended.  Crating or tethering does not count.  When you shut the 
windows, but sure to latch them as well as close them.  This is not a very safe area 
so we depend on everyone to keep our building and equipment safe!  Thanks from 
your Training Director. 

A special thanks to all the hard working folks who helped make the TD event happen.  Track 
layers, hospitality, judge drivers, stakers, judges, trial chairman, trial secretary, chief track layer 
are the ones who made it possible for the trackers to have a test to enter.  The only one who 
did a terrible job was Mother Nature who tried to blow us out of the state.  Hopefully she will 
cooperate better for the TDX.  Again, Thanks, to all  who helped!  —Annie Newsted and Ditto 

Claudia Saiz says that they are working the herding (think AKC “A” and “B” courses, ASCA and 
AHBA) every weekend and are starting monthly “workshops” each with a different theme.  In 
February the workshop will be on “Penning—Not Tame Sheep”.  Also, since Mary Weir and her 
Briards are back in NM, they have started “Tending Training” which is really fun for the ’loose-
eyed dogs such as GSD, Rottie, Belgian, Bouvier, or Briard to do.  Let Claudia know if you want 
to try it. 

It’s VERY good to hear that Toi Tschohl and Barbara Mitchell are both out of the hos-
pital and recuperating at home now.  You guys get well soon, ya hear?! 

Janice Anthes will present a free seminar on the new Rally Signs designated by AKC to be avail-
able for use as of April 1.  It will be held on Mar. 22 at 7:30 p.m. and is free to all.  If you are 
active or even just interested in Rally, be sure to come and learn how these signs are to be per-
formed from our local Rally Judge. 

Congratulations to Eva Modrich who is now designated as a CGC evaluator by AKC.  We can 
certainly use more of these evaluators around here! 

The Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers Association will hold it’s Spring CAT (Coursing 
Aptitude Test) trials on March 10/11.  There will be two CAT tests each day meaning 
that you could finish your CAT title in one weekend.  The format will be CAT test, 
then Qualifying and Junior Courser runs for sighthounds followed by another CAT 
test each day.  This will give your dogs a chance to rest a bit between runs.  Plus, 
you can see the sighthounds doing what they do best!  More details will be out 
shortly.  Call Laurel Drew (873-1729) or Elissa Thompson (296-7847) for more infor-
mation.  This event is open to all AKC breeds and those listed with AKC in the PAL or 
other programs.  Come and have FUN!!! 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By John Clendenin 

BEGINNERS WELCOME!    Graduates of Basic Novice are more than welcome to Novice Drill 
Wednesday mornings at 9:00 and Wednesday nights at 6:25.  Janice Anthes (in the a.m.) and 
Catherine Waters (in the p.m.) are glad to help them build upon their first steps in Obedience.  
Here’s to more Novice A entries! 

POLISH YOUR DOG’S REPUTATION:   Is your dog a GOOD dog?  Really?  There’s no law 
that says a dog with (or without) titles in the ring is automatically a good dog outside the ring. 

To prove to the world that your good dog really is good, you need a CGC Certificate.  To get 
one, you have to pass a CGC test that will be offered after the CGC class being given by SDOC.  
Tests are also available at a number of dog events in the local area this year.  Don’t assume 
that your show or performance dog will ace this test.  To prep for the CGC test, take the 4–week 
CGC class geing taught by Marcia Sullivan starting March 3 at 1:15 on Saturday afternoons.  
The CGC Test will be offered to graduates.  Signup is per the usual process for all classes.  It’s 
a great way to burnish your dog’s credentials. 

THE OTC:    Here’s my Obedience Training Committee for 2012:  Catherine Waters, Jeff Robb, 
Michele (one L will do) Lommasson and Julie Brozek.  They advise me in all things Obedience 
and Rally and help as needed with any special activities we might plan. 

RUN-THROUGHS UPDATE:    We need volunteers to run the run-throughs in March and Au-
gust.  Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board or e-mail me.  Remember, you DO get 
credit for running the run-throughs on Friday nights.  Not every Friday night is a run-through 
night.  On the schedule are several exceptions due to events, holidays, and the monthly general 
membership which sometimes happens earlier in the month. 

RALLY ‘ROUND THE NEW SIGNS:    AKC Judge, Janice Anthes, has graciously agreed to give 
a one-time, one-hour presentation on the new Rally signage March 22, Thursday, at 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone’s invited.  Free admission.  No registration.  The new signs take effect April 4, 2012. 

TANX!:    Thanks to all who have accepted class assignments: Marcia Sullivan, Michele Lom-
masson and Barbara Mitchell, Donna Tucker and Bonnie Conner, Lisa Berry and Dee Falk, Dee 
Wright and Peggy Chandler. 

LOCK UP!:    If you’re the last one to leave the building, remember that the LAST THING to do 
is check the doors from the OUTSIDE!  Check all doors: front, side and back.  Don’t assume 
that whoever might have been there before you did not use one and forget to lock it again. 

Cont. from page 5 

 

For more information about the sport go to the ATA web site at 

www.americantreibballassociation.org . 

Information Sources: American Treibball Association Website, Dogplay.Com website. 

[I borrowed this from the Pasanita Dog Club newsletter.  It looks like it might be 
fun!  There were a couple of pictures with it, but I was unable to swipe those for 
our newsletter.  You gotta watch those Californians; they’re always one step 
ahead.    —The Ed.] 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Treibball is a new dog sport that began in Germany and has recently found its way to 
the U.S.. "Treibball" is a German name which is best translated as Driving Ball or Push 
Ball. In Treibball, a dog gathers and moves a "flock" of large balls under the direction 
of a handler. The balls are generally large, heavy duty inflatable exercise or yoga 
balls. Similar to herding livestock, the human part of the team directs the dog in push-
ing the balls to a goal. Dogs generally use their nose or shoulder to move the balls. 

How it’s played 

There are many variations but in the basic style the balls are first set up in a triangle 
pattern. The handler stands some distance away at the opening to a soccer goal net 
and, at the sound of a whistle to start timing, sends the dog out. Typically the dog is 
directed to run to the back of the balls to work the rear most or point ball first. The dog 
drives the ball to the goal and the handler then uses a combination of obedience and 
herding cues to direct the dog to drive the remaining balls to the goal in a specific se-
quence. Variations include the use of obstacles such as cones or long objects like 
logs. The dog drives the ball through the channels created by the obstacles. The dog 
can be directed to bring in all the blue balls, all the large balls first, or any combination 
of size and colors, but the dog should only bring the ball to which he is directed. The 
game stops when all eight balls are in the net/goal and the dog lies down in front of the 
goal, just like penning sheep! In competition, all the balls must be “penned” within 10 
minutes. It takes thinking, communication and coordination of the team to get the driv-
ing done, and all those balls (sheep!) in the goal. The only equipment required for 
Treibball is eight fitness/gymnastic-type balls, a soccer goal or some other large enclo-
sure to hold the balls and a 6-foot wooden dowel or staff to help guide the balls into a 
goal. If you can find a soccer net and eight people, each with one fitness ball, you  
have a class or a team and everything you need. 

Who Can Participate 

The sport is great for any energetic dog that works well off-leash. Dogs of all ages and 
sizes can participate.  The breeds with natural herding ability may have a bit of an ad-
vantage but any dog, large or small, who can learn to target, move off-leash both right 
and left, stand, stop, and lie down, can play.  Compared to Agility, the sport takes very 
little equipment and the physical demands on the handler are much lighter. Treibball 
promotes the same kind of teamwork and communication as Agility, but puts much 
less physical stress on the handler and the dogs. It also builds confidence for the shy 
dog, and helps reactive dogs with impulse control. Since it is low impact and does not 
require jumping, it can be enjoyed by older dogs or those with modest mobility limita-
tions. The American Treibball Association (ATA), a non-profit membership organiza-
tion, was formed to establish the sport of Treibball in the United States. The organiza-
tion encourages membership from individuals, trainers and clubs and promotes 
classes and sanctioned ATA competitions throughout the U.S.. ATA has developed 
ATA Sanctioned Competition Rules for trials and ATA members provide feedback and 
vote on rules annually as the sport develops. If you would like to see the game in ac-
tion, ATA has posted videos on YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/mericanTreibball .  

                              

                                                                                          Cont. on page 4 

Treibball:  A New Dog Sport For the Sheepless 
Swiped happily from the Pasanita DOC Newsletter (Feb., 2012) 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

January, 2012 General Meeting Minutes 

Call meeting to order:   The meeting was held at the training room of the SDOC training site at 7050 San 
Pedro in Albuquerque on January 27.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by the President Maggie 
Gee.  Present were Board members Saul Rovinsky, Estelle Metz, Ann Newsted, Pam Sehmer, Karen 
Provine, and Amy Hendrickson.  Absent were Toi Tschohl and Debby Potter. 

Agility Director Gene Tatum present 

Obedience Director John Clendenin present 

Tracking Director Leslie Swisher absent 

Minutes of November 2011 and December General Membership Meeting as published in the Jan 2012 
S&N:    Estelle Metz made a motion to approve the minutes for the November/December meeting.  Donna 
Sloan seconded the motion and it passed. 

Treasurers report 

Ann Newsted reported Income for December was            699.84 

                                   Expenses for December  3,544.13 

                                       Net Loss (2,844.29) 

Recording Secretary Report:  nothing at this time 

 Corresponding Secretary 

 Estelle Metz reports that Barb Mitchell is recovering at home at this time and sent a thank you note to 
SDOC which is posted.  AKC has also forwarded new information regarding breeders and puppy mills which 
is available to whomever is interested. 

Obedience Director Report 

 John Clendenin reminds all who are last to leave the building to be sure to check the doors from the out-
side.  The bathroom door by the agility field was not latched one night and came open when pulled.  An-
other reminder:  Please don't tell the public to stop by to get into a class.  They need to call a registrar as the 
class may be full.  John has also set up an obedience committee to help him.  They are: Jeff Robb, Julie 
Brozek, Catherine Waters, and Michele Lommasson.  Good luck to all! 

Agility Director Report 

 Gene Tatum says the premium will be on the website Feb. 1 for the March agility trial.  Gene has also set 
up an agility  committee to help him which includes Debby Potter, Susan Neal, and Clint Wolf.` 

Old Business: 

The Board did vote to cancel the US mail permit and will use bulk mail service and their mail permit for obe-
dience trial premiums, seminar notices, etc. and electronic posting on the SDOC website of the newsletter. 

 The Fundraiser Sweatshirt #3 "Apres Ski" by the fireplace needs orders to be placed by the February gen-
eral meeting.  T shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies are all available in hunter green in all sizes.  Talk to Marcie Jen-
sen or Estelle Metz if interested.  Orders are due to vendor Feb. 25. 

New Business 

An Award was designated in Nancy Pollock’s honor to be given out at the SDOC Spring Obedience trial on 
a yearly basis for the High in Trial handler.  This establishment was motioned by Terri Brown and seconded 
by Lisa Berry and was approved.  It will be given out starting this year in May. 

The membership also voted to rename the SDOC annual Good Sportsmanship Award to the Mary Lee 
Priestley Good Sportsmanship Award.  The motion was made by Estelle Metz and seconded by Donna 
Sloan and approved.  The award will be given out in January 2013 at the annual Awards Banquet. 

The SDOC Board approved a request by Jeff Robb and Los Ranchos to host a dog demonstration/booth at 
either the May or June 2012 Growers Market.  SDOC and Jeff have participated the last few years and Jeff 
has recruited obedience, agility, dogs with carts, and just plain cute dogs and handlers to come out and 
interact with the public and promote SDOC.  Contact Jeff if you or dog are interested in representing the 
club.. 

                                                                                        Continued on page 7 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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Continued from page 6: 

 

Janice Anthes is giving a short seminar on the new AKC rally signs on March 22 at 7:30.  This will be infor-
mative so plan to attend.  There is no admission charge. 

The Board approved the additional expense for the continued use of duplicate scribe sheets for the  SDOC 
agility trials.  2011 was the first time SDOC used the duplicates and it was well received by exhibitors.  It 
adds about $200 to the cost of each agility trial. 

The Board also approved a request to hold a silent  auction at the March Agility trial to sell some of the ex-
cess agility equipment of the club. 

The Board also approved research by John Clendennin and Marcie Jensen to bring in an obedience semi-
nar speaker this summer (June-Aug.).  Last year’s obedience seminar speaker Renate Van Allen was well 
received. 

The Board also approved a letter to be sent to AKC requesting  that our spring Obedience Trial 2013 to be 
designated a "Qualifying Regional Trial" for the annual AKC National Obedience Invitational Trial.   

Announcements 

Jeff Robb is looking for trophy sponsorships.  SDOC has a $1200 trophy bill for the May show so please 
support your breed.  Call him if interested. 

The key exchange for the building is at the next General meeting, Feb. 2 

Brags 

Amy Hendrickson's Cool Paw Luke is the first SDOC dog to complete a NASCW nosework ORT and is cer-
tified in 2 scents. 

Maggie Gee's Solar went to El Paso and got a leg towards his CDX. 

Readings:   First reading:  Deb Vigil      Second readings:  none 

Hospitality this month was coordinated by Estelle Metz.  Thank you! 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 

Keys for the outer doors of the training site will be ex-
changed at the February 2012 SDOC General Membership 
Meeting on Friday, February 24, 2012.  All outstanding 
building keys are to be returned at this time.  Active in-
structors are asked to bring in their old key and exchange 
for a new key at this time.  SDOC members who have been 
a member for at least one year and wanting to rent a build-
ing key for 2012 for $100/year are asked to rent their keys 
at this time also.  Please call Maggie Gee at 856-7907 or 
John Clendenin at 243-3474 if you have any questions or 
need further information. 

2012 Key Exchange To Be Held! 
By Maggie Gee 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2011 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Amy Hendrick-
son 

Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter, 
Karen Provine, Pam Sehmer, and Toi 
Tschohl 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: John Clendenin 

Agility Director:  Gene Tatum 

Tracking Director:  Leslie Swisher 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Saul Rovinsky 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

 

Thank you one and all! 

Gene Tatum 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at  

AgilityDirector@
SDOCNM.org 

Or 

255-1960 

 

Double Q 
By Gene Tatum, Agility Director 

 
 
 

Events:   The premium for our Spring Agility Trial‐ March 16 ‐ 19th is available‐ see the website‐ 

www.sdocnm.org for forms and application.  If you do not perform agility, plan to visit the Bernalillo 

County Sheriff’s Posse Arena, 10308 - 2ND STREET NW, approximately between the hours of 8 Am & 2 

PM.  Come support the club, meet friends and surprisingly, agility is also a spectator’s sport. 

Kids Visit SDOC:   Kay Knox‐ Lullaby’s handler and wife of UNM med student, Charles‐ brought 17 elemen‐

tary school kids to our facility for a tour.  Thanks to Lisa Berry for the obedience, rally and agility demo.  

The kids had a great time and got to meet several dogs including Conan‐ Persa Canario (Mastiff), Bea, ‐

Rottweiler, Siren‐ American Pit Bull and her 3 pups.  Of course, Lullaby‐ Shih Tzu‐ was everyone’s friend.   

The kids and dogs  had big smiles.   Hopefully, we will see some of the kids at the club learning to be train‐

ers. 

Brief Agility History:   I used my SDOC 2011 volunteer gift certificate to purchase an on line subscription to 

Clean Run Magazine.  I received my first‐ February‐ edition as a PDF: easy to store, and environmentally 

friendly‐no paper to the landfill, and less energy consumption.    

Looking at the first edition, I saw an article entitled “Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Agil‐
ity”.  This article was about USDAA Veteran’s program.  The vet program was restarted after being discon‐
tinued in 1998.  The USDAA Official Rules and Regulations, Chapter 9, page 47, states that the purpose of 
the Veterans program is “…to allow continued participation in the sport for healthy dogs as a means of 
remaining physically active in their senior years”. Reestablishing the vet program indicates that people 
recognize that training is a quality of life pursuit.                                                              

Cont. page 9 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

I realized that I know little about the sport of agility. So, I did an internet search regarding its history.  

There are a lots of links; Wikipedia, Face book to name a few.  This annotated history was excerpted 

from Wikipedia. 

“The first widely‐documented appearance of dog agility was as entertainment at the Crufts dog show in 

1978. John Varley, a committee member from the 1977 show, was tasked with coming up with enter‐

tainment for the audience between the obedience and conformation competitions in the main ring. Var‐

ley asked dog trainer Peter Meanwell for assistance, and they presented a largely jumping‐style course 

resembling something from the equestrian world to demonstrate dogs' natural speed and agility.”  

“In the United States, several people experimented with dog agility based generally on the British rules. 
The first exhibitions took place in the early 1980s. The pivotal founding groups were the National Com‐
mittee for Dog Agility (NCDA) and the USDAA. Today, the NCDA is merged with the United Kennel Club.” 

“In 1985, Kenneth Tatsch collaborated with his local obedience club and others, and began putting on all
‐breed exhibitions in Garland, Texas. A year later, he founded the United States Dog Agility Association 
(USDAA) and incorporated in January 1987 in Texas.” 

“The Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCA) decided to provide its own sanctioning rules for agility. 
In July 1991, Sandra Katzen became the agility chairperson to pursue this project.” 

“Sharon Nelson formed her own agility organization in 1993, the North American Dog Agility Council 
(NADAC) using the rules developed for ASCA. In 1994, ASCA approved using the same set of rules in lock‐
step with NADAC, so that competitors could earn either ASCA or NADAC titles, or both, at dual‐

sanctioned events, starting in January, 1995. As of May 31, 2006, ASCA and NADAC no longer dual sanc‐
tion trials.” 

“The AKC's first agility advisory committee met in August 1993 and started the process of creating its 

own agility rules and standards. The first AKC sanctioned agility match was held in 1994, at the Houston 
Kennel Club show held at the Astroarena in Houston, Texas.” 

If you are interested, a computer search of dog agility will provide more info and detail. 

 Maggie Gee and Solar Golden Retriever earned their first Open leg at the Rio 
Grande Obedience Club trials in El Paso, TX recently.  While Maggie says that the 
scores were nothing to write home about, the fact that he earned that leg the first 
time out in Open deserves a big hurrah!! 

 Lots of new puppies to report this month.:   Pam Sehmer has an adorable new Chi-
nese Crested girl named Gilda.  Bonnie Conner has a new Swedish Valhund named 
Mika.  Estelle Metz is delighted with her new Pembroke Welsh Corgi whose name is 
Rhys.  And, last but not least, Dona Tucker has a new Aussie pup whose name I 
did not catch.  What is it, Dona? 

 And this just in!  Evi Fox finished the OTCh on her Border Collie, Key in May, 2011.  
This is the first I’ve heard of this and wanted everyone to know. 
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the ring, you knew it was going to be a run worth watching.  Always asking her dogs to give their best, she knew how to give them 
hers in return.  And when the last exercise was complete, there were always smiles of appreciation and a well deserved round of ap-
plause ringside.  Before there were Border Collies, there were Min Pins and a Sheltie among many of her dogs, and while we strug-
gled with timing or footwork, and tried to remember which command we meant to give, there was Mary Lee making it look smooth 
and easy.   

Mary Lee competed until she was 90, taking classes and drills, inspiring and encouraging newbies and experienced handlers alike.  
No small wonder she was most deservedly awarded SDOC’s Good Sportsmanship award.  The spontaneous standing ovation 
touched her deeply, and she couldn’t hold back her tears of joy. 

While enjoying a full and busy life, she took the time to be a friend, and before every trial there was a phone call to wish us luck and 
with each title a card congratulating us for accomplishing what she knew we could do all along.  It was always  a delight to see her 
beautiful handwriting and to read her lovely words.  I treasure her thoughtful gifts; they mean so much.  I always laughed when she 
slipped my greedy Corgis cookies, especially when she thought I wouldn’t notice! 

Mary Lee had a long history in Corrales; she and Joe will be remembered in our little corner of the world.  There’s a Priestley Road, 
and she could tell even those of us who have been here a while a story or two from her unique perspective about a Corrales that no 
longer exists. 

Mary Lee was a fabulous horse show mom, and her daughter Barbara and her grandkids knew she’d be there for them before, during 
and after every show.  She made the outfits they wore; she was an accomplished seamstress.  She loved knitting and encourage me 
when I became frustrated with a project. 

SDOC was special to Mary Lee Priestley and the feeling was mutual! 

                                                                                                                                                      By Estelle Metz 

 

Mary Mac Gardner and Pat Sayles and 
their beloved dogs earned the TDX on 

Feb. 5 

Our intrepid trackers earning their TD titles  

Despite Mother Nature 
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The Gallery 

Len Stans, winner of the Mike Kuli-
asha Award for Service to the Club on 

one of his “working” days 

Marcia Sullivan and Husky Koko 

Practicing  NoseWork 

Any size dog can do NoseWork! 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

February 24 

March 30 

April 27 

May 25 

June 29 

July 27 

August 31 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

February 21 

March 27 

April 24 

May 22 

June 26 

July 24 

August 28 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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