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Our Labor Day trials started out with 
weather that was cloudy but bright and a 
bit on the windy side—nothing a few good 
rocks couldn’t solve though. 

On Sunday, Laurie Sasaki from California 
took both the High in Trial and the High 
Combined trophies.   

On Monday, Laurie was again the High In 
Trial, but Mary Ann Lehman and her Bor-
der Terrier,  Leona earned the High Com-
bined trophy much to their surprise.   

Laurie is a great gal, modest and very 
helpful.  On Tuesday, since she was still in 
town, Laurie came to the morning Super 
Drill Classes and actually gave an informal 
serminar.  She showed students how to 
improve 
some of 
their han-
dling and 
gave them 
some 
ideas on 
how to 
keep that 
dog happy 
and ‘up’ 
but still 
working 
between 
exercises 
without obviously training in the ring.   

She told us that one thing that she does 
with all her dogs is to insist that they obey 
a command the first time and every time 
although she is never nasty about it.  
THIS, in her opinion is truly obedience.  
She trains for it both formally and infor-
mally.  Dogs are expected to obey whether 
they are in a formal training period or sim-
ply given a command somewhere in the 

house or anywhere else.  It was most in-
teresting to note how attentive her dogs 
were to her whether on a command or not.  
She brought them into the building off 
leash; however, they were right with her 
and completely attentive unlike many dogs 
I’ve seen that have taken such an entry as 
a license to play.  She also was able to 
leave a crate door open with the dog inside 
and be confident that the dog would stay 
right there.  While a number of our Club 
dogs will do that, more of them would not.  
Hers KNOW that they are both expected 
and required to remain in the crate The 
classes truly appreciated her taking the 
time to give us some ideas to improve our 
training.  

The trial went 
very smoothly 
with a num-
ber of folks 
finishing titles 
on their dogs.  
I hope to 
have the full 
results listed 
in the next 
issue of S&N.  
And again, 
we must 
thank the 
folks who 
helped set up 
and tear down the rings, equipment, etc. 
and transport everything to and from the 
training site for their hard work.  We can’t 
have a trial without them.  We also want 
to thank the judges who did such a nice 
job and were so pleasant.  It’s very nice to 
show to folks who really enjoy what they 
are doing. 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky & Nancy 
Pollock for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

 

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.  

  

Class changes to be noted:   

           Super Drill Tuesday night class ends Sept. 27.  The Tuesday AM classes will continue 
until November 29.   

           There will be a new Beginning Novice class starting Sept. 26 (Monday) at 6:15 to be 
taught by Estelle Metz. 

           The STAR Puppy class will not start until October 8 due to sudden illness of Marcia 
Sullivan’s husband.  It will be at 10:30 AM and will be taught by Lisa Berry.  It will end Nov. 
19 due to missing a week for the Valencia Valley KC shows.  Sigh up soon as it will fill fast! 

            Rally Drills—Excellent walk-thrus will start as close to 2:45 PM (Sundays) as possible 
and will be followed by Advanced class.  Novice walk-thrus will start close to 4:00 PM.  Next 
class is Sept 11.  Future dates are on the SDOC website. 

Upcoming Events For Fall 
The Tracking Club of El Paso is considering a 
Hands-On tracking seminar to cover 
beginning tracking (including puppies), and 
TD, TDX, and possibly VST levels.  Sharon 
Jolly, and AKC Tracking Judge would be the 
Presenter.  If you are interested, contack 
Sandra Hill (915-584-2830), Michelle Mauldin 
(575-434-5220), or Sharon Jolly (915-562-
0239) for information. 

 

Valencia Valley KC shows and trials are 
October 13, 14, 15, 16.  Be sure to get your 
entries sent in soon. 

Albuq. Whippet Fanciers will hold their first 
CAT test on Sept. 24-25, their NOTRA sport 
racing meet on Oct. 1-2, and their Lure 
Coursing Trial on Oct. 22-23.  Contact Elissa 
Thompson (298-7847) for information. 

 

The AHBA HCT/JHD Trial on Oct. 1/2 is 
dedicated to the memory of Karen Paone who 
was a founding member of the group.  It will 
be geared toward Novice Handlers and their 
dogs, a place to learn all about trialing, ask 
questions, but most of all have fun!  The flyer 
and premium should be available on our 
website. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

There will be a Trainer’s Meeting on October 1 (Saturday) at 12:30.  Pizza will be 
served for lunch.  This is a very important meeting so trainers, assistants, and ap-
precentices are urged to attend. 

 

DarkSide Herding is sponsoring an AHBA HCT/JHD trial on October 1 and 2.  The trial is geared 
for Novice Handlers and their dogs.  There will be 10 goat runs and 10 sheep runs offered each 
day.  AHBA requires only 2 legs under 2 judges for a title so you could conceivably finish a title 
that weekend.  They are holding practice sessions every weekend with Mary Starr and/or Ellen 
Gerwin as instructors.  Contact Claudia Saiz with questions or for further information at:   
Csaiz100@comcast.net.  

 

The Albuquerque Whippet Fanciers Association will hold its first CAT (Coursing Aptitude Test) on 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 21/22.  It is open to all breeds and All American dogs who are reg-
istered with AKC in any format.  The test will take day-of entries if they are made by 8:30 AM.  
If you need more information, you can go to the AKC Events site or contact Elissa Thompson at 
298-7847 for further information and premiums.  This is a two day event so you could possibly 
earn you CAT in one weekend! 

 

There will be a Nose Work demonstration at our September 30 General Membership 
Meeting at the training site.  Be sure to come and learn about this new and fun sport 
for you and your dog.  Don’t let the word ‘nose’ scare you off.  My greyhound is 
learning this so I’m sure most of your dogs can do so as well.  I’m in a class with 8 
other dogs, and all of them are having a great time.  They range from Coonhound to 
Havanese so you can see it is not limited to size or breed. 

 

THANKS!  To all  the folks who helped with the Woofstock obedience demos.  These include 
Hallie Ray, David Ray, Sherry Rogers, Donna Sloan and Alex Sloan.  I’m sure there are others, 
but I can’t remember all the names.  We were all able to get in a lot of training on a lovely day.  
We had a good laugh when a sweet elderly lady mistook our booth for an adoption group and 
decided she wanted to take Sherry’s Rottweiler!                    —Janice Anthes 

 

THANKS!!! To all of you for your hard work and support at out August Agility Fun Match.  The 
day went smoothly and everyone had a great time.  Our income for the Club totaled $1236.  
There is just no way these events can happen without a lot of hard physical labor!  My deepest 
appreciation goes out to Mike and Karen with all their energy and willingness to work so hard, 
not just in delivering and unloading equipment, but with continued help all day long.  Gene and 
Pat, thank you also for your hard work all day!  They plan to take over the agility fun match for 
next year.  I hope ALL of you will continue to give them your support and help.  —Phyllis Collier 

 

I just got notice of the Pasanita Obedience Club newsletter.  It is available at their website and 
contains a very interesting article on TTouch (Tellington Touch) which is much to long to print 
in S&N, but well worth reading.  Give it a look at:  www.pasanita.com  Their newsletters often 
have information of interest to our SDOC members. 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Double Q 
By Melanie Mead 

The	SDOC	agility	fun	match	was	a	great	success	this	year.	Thanks	to	Phyllis	Collier	and	Gene	
Tatum	for	organizing	the	event!	A	big	thank	you	goes	out	to	Mike	Provide	and	Len	Stans	for	all	their	
hard	work	with	getting	the	equipment	set	up	and	the	stairs	prepared	for	our	hard	working	compan‐
ions!	Phyllis	and	Gene	also	had	many	great	volunteers	that	helped	set	up,	worked	the	fun	match	and	
loaded	up	the	equipment	at	the	end	of	the	day.	We	want	to	say	thank	you	to	all	the	volunteers	that	
helped	put	on	such	a	great	event!	We	made	a	little	over	$1700	for	one	day	of	fun.	Way	to	go	agility!	

The	silent	auction	at	the	fun	match	also	went	well.	The	following	are	a	list	of	the	big	winners:	
	 	

	 Len	Stans	‐	Dog	Walk	

	 Linda	Kipp	‐	1	chute	(no	fabric)	

Len	Stans	‐	1	chute	(no	fabric)		

Karen	Provine	‐	1	chute	with	fabric	

Attached	are	some	great	photos	of	the	match!	One	is	Lens	Stans	getting	ready	to	run	the	course.	The	
other	is	a	great	shot	of	some	of	the	participants	and	volunteers.	

‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐	‐			

The	SDOC	fall	AKC	agility	trial	is	scheduled	for	Sept	16‐17‐18,	2011.		There	will	be	a	special	attrac‐
tion	added	to	the	lineup	for	Saturday,	Sept	17th	that	you	won’t	want	to	miss.		A	limit	of	25	of	our	be‐
loved	Retired	Agility	dogs	will	be	given	a	chance	to	run	a	“Victory	Lap”.		We	will	have	a	full	report	of	
the	fall	SDOC	fall	agility	Trial	in	the	next	Scents	and	Nonscents	newsletter.		

Scenes From Recent SDOC Activities 

Len Stans at Agility Match 

Recent Puppy Class Graduation 

           Congratulations! 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

First Annual Woofstock Event 
By Bonnie Connor 

Edgewood Animal Humane held their first fund raising event for the new animal humane building Au‐

gust 20th at the Edgewood Athletic Complex.    There were over 1000 visitors and approximately 

$5000.00 was raised.  A little over 35 animals from various rescues were adopted out.  Vicki Murphy, 

who heads up Edgewood’s Animal Care and Control Department, was the head of this event.   

SDOC had a club booth at the event and handed out many brochures to people visiting.   SDOC also 

provided most of the demos.  I would like to thank the following people: 

 Janice Athens for the obedience ring and all the publicity she did promoting this event 

 Clint Wolf for the agility ring and suggestions. 

 Marcia Sullivan for the work she did with the Rally ring and the Canine Good Citizen help. 

 Kim Banales for judging the mock conformation show which was done per group. 

 Evelyn Vinogradov as photographer (photos were fantastic). 

 Alex Sloan and Elijah Duncan were among the many who helped set up and takedown 

the equipment. 

There were many more volunteers from SDOC there such as Joan Fry who loaned some of her agility 

equipment and helped Evelyn in the photo booth.  Donna Tucker who also assisted me with CGC.  

Donna Sloan who brought her dogs to participate in the “Meet The Breed” (as did the people men‐

tioned above) .  There were many more volunteers who made this event possible! 

Woofstock also had a lure coursing event which was tried by many people.  The flyball exhibit was also 

a wonderful site. 

At this event there were food vendors, retail vendors, a silent auction, a raffle, dunk the “Animal 

Cop” , a terrific announcer with 1960s music (some gray hairs were dancing on the soccer the field!) 

and games people could play with their dogs.  Alex Sloan and Elijah Duncan were playing soccer and 

ball with the youngsters who were on the field!  Horses were also at the event for people to ride.  

There were also two ponies who did the agility ring!! 

Vicki Murphy, myself and others are already planning for next year’s event.  Remember, this is a great 

event to take your dog for “socializing”, trying new competition venues and using the event as a “fun 

match” .  It was a very rewarding day for a great purpose!  I will be keeping you posted as next year’s 

event decisions are made!  

Thank you EVERYONE!    
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

August 26, 2011 General Meeting Minutes 
By Bonnie Conner, Recording Secretary 

 

 
 
Meeting Called To Order:  7:00 P.M. by President Maggie Gee in the office of the SDOC training site at 705 San Pedro NE in Albu‐

querque. 

Board and Director Attendance:  Maggie Gee, Saul Rovinsky, Estelle Metz, Bonnie Conner, Annie Newsted, Pam Jones, Pam Sehmer, 

Donna Sloan. 

 Agility Director:  Melanie Mead 

 Obedience Director:  Marcie Jensen 

 Tracking Director:  Absent 

SDOC July General Membership Minutes:  Laurel Drew motioned to approve.  Donna Tucker seconded.  Motion approved. 

President’s Report:   

 SDOC participated in the first annual Woofstock event in Edgewood, NM.   

 President thanked Bonnie Conner and Marcie Jensen for the work involved regarding the Renate VanAllen seminar.  

It was noted Ms. VanAllen will be asked at some point to return for another seminar. 

 There is a SDOC Fun Match this weekend at the Sheriff’s Posse. 

 The Labor Day weekend SDOC  trials are coming up.  Agility on Saturday and Obedience/Rally on Sunday and Mon‐

day.  Entries are closed, only short a few entries compared to last year. 

 SDOC also has a tracking test in October. 

Vice President’s Report:  Nothing at this time. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Insurance and trial expenses coming up.  $50.00 was donated to the Leukemia Society in memory of Karen 

Paone’s name. 

  Income for July:      $3,655.09 

Expenses for July:      $2,493.13 

Net Income:        $1,161.96 

Year to Date: 

  Income:        $70,325.43 

  Expenses:        $55,553.91 

  Year to Date Profit:      $14.881.52 

Recording Secretary:   Woofstock went over very well, thanks to SDOC’s volunteers and others who were there.  New improve‐

ments will be put in place for next year’s Woofstock. 

Corresponding Secretary:   

 AKC acknowledges receipt of SDOC’s application for our  T.D. on January 22, 2012 and SDOC’s VST on February 5, 2012. 

 The AKC now offers clubs the ability to receive all event and judging panel notices via e‐mail.  Please see me for details. 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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 All spring 2012 judges have returned their contracts.  The paperwork will be sent to AKC within the next few days. 

Agility Director: 

 Melanie proposed to get two different trainer’s gifts after asking what trainers would like – polo shirt, T‐shirts, or other.  

Trainers mainly wanted a polo shirt.  Also thought of a training book as a gift.  Trainers, apprentices, assistances and 

telephone committee, please look in the newsletter for trainer’s gift options. 

 Phyllis Collier was thanked for setting up.  It was noted there will be agility equipment up for auction at the match 

Obedience Director: Current classes are doing well and the process of scheduling new classes is taking place.  There will be a train‐

ers meeting October 1, 12:30 PM. 

Board Meeting Actions: 

 Thank you Lenard Stans for installing the thermostatic controllers on the coolers which is set at 75 degrees to avoid heat 

buildup in the training room. 

 Duplicate scribe sheets (including T2B) for Fall 2011 Agility Trial.  Cost will be approximately $175 ‐ $200. 

 Nancy Culley Agility Trial Secretary contract for 2012 was approved. 

 Resurfacing of agility field:  This was tabled as it cannot be done in time for the October 2011 two day on site Novice/

Open agility trial.  Field will be prepared by dragging the rake attached to a vehicle. 

 SDOC will be renting a trailer to haul equipment for the Fun Matches in September at the Sheriff’s Posse.  The trailer will 

be left unloaded and stored at Pam Sehmer’s between fun match and actual trial. 

 Double Q Pins:  The new design and expenditure was approved at $170 for the model and production cost of pins at $2‐

$3 per pin.  Board approved to order one year’s worth of pins.  Pins need to be available as they will be advertised in the 

premium list. 

Other Items To Report: 

Jeff Robb is the Nominating Committee Chair.  The slate will be announced at the September General Membership Meeting.  Nomi‐

nations may be taken from the floor at the October General Membership Meeting provided the candidate has agreed to be nomi‐

nated. 

Trainer’s Gifts:  Marcie Jensen will put a notice in the newsletter indicating what each instructor has a choice of choosing (one 

item per instructor). 

Membership Readings: 

First Readings:  Renee Martinson and Christopher Martinson, Shari Linsely 

Second Readings:  Joseph and Julia Coleman, Jeanne Gill, Catherine Howell. 

Announcements: 

Evelyn Vinogradov announced SDOC has an average of between ten and twenty pre‐entries per event for the fun match.  Thanked 

people who volunteered to sign up and noted more table help is needed. 

Laurel Drew:  The ABQ Whippet Lure Coursing club has scheduled an ability test on September 24 and 25 (one per day).  Please get 

more information from Laurel and she will also have info in the newsletter. 

Please contact Claudia Saiz at csaiz@comcast.net for information regarding the herding trial. 

The President thanked the volunteers who contributed to the refreshments table.  Meeting adjourned at 7:32 PM. 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2011 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Bonnie Conner 

Board of Directors: 

Pam Sehmer, Donna Sloan, Clint Wolf, 
Pam Jones 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Marcie Jensen 

Agility Director:  Melanie Mead 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Nancy Pollock and 
Saul Rovinsky and Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

Thank you one and all! 

Melanie Mead 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at   

803-3128 

Or 

mmead14@com
cast.net 

The trial is over and everything went very well.  The judges seemed happy and so did everyone 
who attended.  The ring stewards did an outstanding job of keeping the rings running quickly and 
smoothly.  Thanks Gals and Guys!  Dora did a super job of getting all the ducks in a row.   Even 
the weather co-operated.  Vicki did a great job with the raffle as usual. 

Now that school has started and summer is about over, things are picking up.  We are scheduling 
new classes.  If you need to get more hours in, call me and I’ll see what I can do.  Remember you 
only have 3 months to get your hours in.  The only classes we’ll run in December will be the ones 
wrapping up for the year. 

Please everyone come to the Trainers meeting on Oct. 1st and 2nd.  It’s important that we all stay 
in touch to make sure we are all on the same page training-wise.  We ill be serving Pizza at the 
meeting (if that’s a bit of an incentative).  If you’ll let me know what your preference is, I’ll try to 
fill it. 

We are having a demo at the general meeting about a new dog sport called Nose Work.  I’m ea-
ger to find out what it’s all about.  Several people have taken the class and just love it.  If we have 
enough interest, SDOC might put in classes.  So, come to the meeting and let’s find out what it’s 
all about. 

                                                                                    Happy Heeling Everyone! 

Happy Heeling! 
By Marcie Jensen, Obedience Training Director 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Clint Wolf’s Golden Retriever, Kaia, finished her Master Excellent FAST title at the August 
Durango, Colo. Trials. 

 Bonnie Connor’s Swedish Valhund, No Boundaries For Cocopahs Dyna took a 5 point major 
at her first ASCA conformation show 

 Jacque Obermeyer’s two Labs, Tosca and Ellison earned their AKC Therapy Dog titles in Au-
gust. 

 Donna Falkner and her Chihuahua, Brandy, finished their Rally Advanced title at our trials. 

 Lyn Melin’s BC, Taeko’s Emily finished her CDX with three first places!  She would like to 
thank all those two-legged cheerleaders who insisted she was too young to retire.  She also 
went on to finish her Rally Excellent title with two first places and a second. 

 Ch. Acoma’s Sky Magena of Snowood (Maggie) got a 5 point major toward her Grand Cham-
pionship handled by mom, Lyn Melin.  Lyn says, “Greeley was very very good to us!” 

 Kim Terrill brought home the Grand Prix trophy in USDAA Agility from California in Sept. 

Donna Faulkner and Brandy with 
judge finishing RN 

Novice B Qualifiers at September 2011 Trial.  
Third & Fourth Places to Maggie Gee and Pam 
Jones 
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Your Prez Sez! 
By Maggie Gee 
Thanks to all workers and exhibitors for a great two day Obedience/Rally trial on September 4 and 5, 2011.  Thanks es-
pecially go to Trial Chair Dora Cressey, Trial Secretary Pam Sehmer, Chief Ring Steward Dede Brownstein, Judge’s Hos-
pitality Marcie Jensen, Trophies Midge Sprenger and Jeff and Cathy Robb. 

And thank you to the ring stewards who gave up all or part of their Labor Day weekend to help make these Obedience/
Rally trials a success!  Our rally and obedience judges always comment on how good our SDOC stewards are! 

And finally, special thanks to the “roadies” who stuck it out and helped with the equipment loading and unloading on 
Labor Day.  John Clendenin, Jim Conner, Tom Redman, Jeff Robb, Alex Sloan, Donna Sloan, and most of all, Terry Acre. 

I apologize if I left anyone out but as you can see, it does take a small army to put on a successful Obedience and Rally 
Trial weekend.   

              Thank you to EVERYONE!!!                           

Scenes From Our Labor Day Trials 
By Laurel Drew 

First of all, I want to thank Michelle Mauldin who was kind enough to share several of her photos 
with me so that I could have some nice action shots for the newsletter.  Most of these pictures are 
hers!   

Pam Jones and Sandy Maggie Gee and Solar Lyn Melin and Emily CDX 

Photos courtesy of Michelle 
Mauldin.  Contact her at: 

Www.Mauldins Menag-
erie.com 

A couple of action 
shots from the 
Labor Day trials.  
I’m not sure who 
these dogs are but 
they were in Open 
A. 
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Ok, we’ve all been hearing about this new idea/sport, but few of us know what it is.  It IS an actual sport in which you 
can earn titles and levels of accomplishment.  It has rules, regulations, and a website:  www.k9nosework.com  .  It is 
based on the training and type of work that the Border Patrol, Army, and Police dogs do in scenting and locating contra-
band.  The sport of Nose Work is regulated by the National Association of Canine Scent Work (NACSW).   

Of course, we civilians cannot train for the types of scents that the ‘official’ nosework dogs do as we don’t have access
(or shouldn’t) to drugs and bombs.  Within these bounds, our dogs are trained to recognize and indicate a particular 
scent .  The official scents used are Sweet Birch, Aniseseed, and Clove.  These are strong scents that are apparent to 
the dogs. 

Naturally you don’t start out with the official scents.  You start out with your dogs’ favorite treat (toy or food) which is 
placed in one of several cardboard boxes.  Our class started with six boxes and in a small area.  At first you make it 
fairly clear which box the treat is in, but after a couple weeks, you should have progressed to where your dog is making 
a concerted effort to find the box, and you make it more and more difficult to do so.  After they understand this exer-
cise, they are introduced to the beginnings of a car search and to the actual scents.  Exercises become more and more 
difficult.  When they have conquered the boxes, including boxes which look exactly alike and with closed lids, they are 
close to ready to qualify on the ORT (Odor Recognition Test) which is done with the official scents.  It has a 3 minute 
time limit, and if the dog fails, it will still be directed to the correct box in order for it to finish with a feeling of success. 

After a dog has passed the ORT, it can enter regular Nose Work trials.  Each title is based on a perfect score of 100 
points and no more than 3 faults (misindicating due to handler error, etc)  NW1 title depends on the dog recognizing the 
scent (sweet birch) in the ‘hide’ target.  They must work four searches:  Container Search, Interior Search, Exterior 
Search, and Vehicle Search.  The height and accessibility of the ‘hides’ is limited to 4 feet high or less and easily ac-
cessed by the dog.  A formal ‘alert’ such as sitting or downing is not required but is encouraged.  The searches are nor-
mally done on leash, and a leash of 15 to 20 feet is encouraged.  No entrants are allowed to watch as the ‘hide’ is the 
same for each dog.  The ‘hide’ can be anyplace in a room or exterior of building or vehicle within the four foot parame-
ter.  Except for the ORT, the ‘hides’ are generally not in boxes but rather in a typical place that something illegal might 
be hidden.  You can earn NW1, NW2, and NW3 titles and these depend on how many scents the dog can recognize and 
locate.  It’s a bit more complicated than that, but this article would take a book if I gave all the details.   

Canine Nose Work is a sport that is open to any breed of dog, and, I believe, to All-American dogs as well.  You can find 
full information on it at the NACSW website:  www.nationalassociationcaninescentwork.net  or  www.nacsw.net  . 

Why get involved with this sport?  It is great for folks who can no longer or never could participate in agility or tracking 
for one reason or another (arthritis, wheelchair, etc.).  It is something that you and your dog will have fun doing.  It 
may (as it has in the case of my greyhound) help with their utility scent work, or it might help with tracking dogs.  It 
does not require a huge amount of room, and it gives you some insight into what the police, border patrol and army 
dogs do—and more appreciation for them.  I personally thought that it might be silly until I tried it, and now, frankly, 
I’m a convert.  I’ve taken one course and am signed up for the next:  Introduction to Scent, and am looking forward to 
going on from there.  It’s something that can be done at your own pace, unless you have one of those wild-eyed enthu-
siastic dogs, but it makes both of you stronger partners.  All I can say is:  Try it, you just might like it! 

 

                                      

 

 

 

Nose Work, What the Heck Is It? 
By Laurel Drew 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

May 27 

June 21 

July 29  (Ice Cream Social) 

Aug 26 

September 30 

October 28  (Halloween Party) 

November 18   

December 16 (Christmas Party) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 24 

June 21 

July  26 

Aug  23 

September 27 

October 25   

November 15 

December 13 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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