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All of us have friends, usually other dog 
‘people’, with whom we exchange gifts.  These 
often tend to be the same old hodge podge of 
doggy related presents that we find at the dog 
show malls and boarding kennel stores, etc.  I 
want to throw out a few additional ideas for 
gifts that can be more meaningful and special 
for your friends. 

Some gifts don’t require wrapping!  Have you 
considered making a donation to the local Ani-
mal Shelter in your friend’s name, or making 
such a donation to a local breed rescue group or 
even a national group?   This can be a very 
special gift that not only recognizes and honors 
your friend but helps our beloved pets who are 
“homeless”.   Don’t forget Take The Lead! 

Another idea is to borrow or take a photo of 
your friend’s dog and have it turned into a 
painting or jigsaw puzzle.  There are individu-
als and companies that can do this.  Or!  If you 
are a decent photographer, take a photo of their 
dog and blow it up and frame it as a gift.  Peo-
ple are always thrilled to receive nice photos of 
their dogs.   

If you decide to do this, however, you want to 
be sure that you take a good well-focused photo 
with the dog in a good position.  A hint—when 
you do a head shot, focus on the eye and the 
rest of the head will generally be in focus.  I 
used to do some dog photography, and I tried to 
also get a good background, either something 
that indicated the dog’s activities such as 
jumps, hunting fields and shots, agility equip-
ment, etc.  Be sure that those backgrounds are a 
good contrast or complementary setting for the 
dog.  Also stress not having a lot of distractions 
in the photo such as a bunch of people, busy 
activities, etc.  True, you can eliminate a lot of 
that with a good computer program, but you’ll 
save a lot of time if you have a decent back-
ground to begin with.  The best photos will 
give a good idea of the dog’s personality and 
favorite activities or belongings.  Toys are a 

good prop, but use them with caution as they 
could distract the dog when you are shooting 
the photo.  Many cameras are now pretty much 
point and click types with fewer options as to 
light, focus, and telephoto.  Be sure to frame 
the picture with enough space at the borders to 
allow for framing without cutting off a tail or 
nose, etc.  Last of all, remember the rule of 
thirds—the interest points that are most effec-
tive are one third in from all sides.  That is 
where you want the most important aspect of 
the photo whether it’s the whole dog (check out 
Clint’s photo of Kaia on the beach in the Oct. 
issue) or in a head shot, the eyes.  Have a friend 
help you if possible to get the dog alert and 
happy.  This is just a very brief jotting of the 
most important aspects of shooting a photo.  If 
you want my help in actually shooting such a 
photo, just call me; I’d be glad to work with 
you.   

From the kitchen you might give cookies in the 
shape of your friend’s breed—there are a num-
ber of cookie cutters of various breeds.  Also, 
funny named cookies (Beagle Bagels, Choco-
late Labradors, etc.) might be very cute and 
tasty.  You could even throw in the cookie cut-
ter as part of the gift. 

Use your imagination.  Decoupage a Kleenex 
box with photos of their favorite breed or even 
with photos of their dog.  Make a wall hanging 
quilt (a little late for that this year…) with their 
dog or breed or rally symbols as designs.  Em-
broider some towels with their breed or try and 
find some material and make a gift from that.  
Heck, use the material to wrap a present, prom-
ising to use that material to make whatever they 
want (within reason, of course).   

Another idea, give a card that is good for so 
many yard cleanings for a year or dog washings 
or toenail clippings, etc.  Gifts don’t have to be 
expensive to be gifts.  Thoughtful ones are of-
ten even better received!  Enjoy your holidays, 
folks, and  HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!!! 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 

873-1729 or 

ldgreys@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky & Nancy 
Pollock for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

Call Betty Pearson at 8982706 to sign up for classes.  

ALL TRAINERS MUST STILL SIGN UP FOR CLASSES, EVEN IF THEY ARE GETTING 
ONE FREE.   

Class changes to be noted:   

            Rally Drills—Excellent walk-thrus will start as close to 2:45 PM (Sundays) as possible 
and will be followed by Advanced class.  Novice walk-thrus will start close to 4:00 PM.  Next 
class is Sept 11.  Future dates are on the SDOC website. 

            A new Tricks Class will begin on December 3 and run for 6 weeks.  See next page 
for details.  Be sure to sign up with the Register. 

1/7-2/25:  Sat., 9:15a.m., Beginning Basic Novice (with eye to AKC Beginners Novice  Class)  
Julie Brozek and Pam Jones 

1/9-2/27:  Mon. 6:15p.m.  Basic Novice with Estelle and Danny Metz 

1/19-3/8:  Thur. 6:15p.m.  Beginning Rally with Jacque Obermeyer 

1/28-3/8:  Sat. 10:30a.m.  Beginning Novice with Lisa Berry 

Upcoming Events For Fall/Winter 
 It’s getting close to time for Christmas, and 
many of our trials, etc. have stopped for the 
winter, or at least until late January.  Enjoy 
the lay-off!  A few events that are still on are: 

SDOC Awards Banquet/Buffet at the Sandia 
Resort and Casino on Jan. 8, 2012.  Starts at 
11:30 p.m.  There is a form for this event at 
the SDOC Website and also in any hard 
copies of S&N that are mailed. 

 

Pam Sehmer’s Seminar on “Mechanics of 
Teaching”.  This is a seminar for all of us who 
instruct.  It’s free and at the SDOC building. 
There’s more information on the next page.  
It is on Dec. 3 and 4. 

 

There is also a seminar by Dr. Michael 
Tomasic DVM to be held on Dec. 3 at the Rio 
Rancho Inn.  Again, more information is on 
the following page or from Leonore Abordo.  
It is also an all day affair. 

AND don’t forget our Christmas Party on Dec. 
16 after our general membership meeting.  
Be sure to bring an unwrapped gift for the 
gift exchange.  Bring as many as you have 
dogs with you that night, or just one if you 
just want one do to do the exchange thing.  
It’s always fun to watch our dogs pick out 
their own gift from the huge pile.  If you want 
to, also bring Christmas cookies and 
refreshments. 
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Newsnotes From the Neighborhood 
Your Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 

information , class 
applications  and 
special updates. 

Pam Sehmer will be presenting a seminar on teaching dog sports—NOT how to do 
the actual exercises, but how to plan and present the classes themselves.  Since one 
of our main activities is the teaching of classes no matter which venue—obedience, 
agility, rally, etc.—we teach, the general approach is similar.  Pam was a P.E. in-
structor by trade and can give us some good ideas for setting up lesson plans, run-
ning the class so that we get what we want accomplished in an hour, and how to 
work with ‘problem’ students, etc.  This seminar will be held Dec. 3-4 at the training 
site so plan to come!  You won’t need your dogs for this one. 

 

Kathy Sylvia is improving rapidly but still tires easily after her terrible wreck on the way home 
from the UKC Gateway Nationals Oct. 30.  These were held in St. Louis, and both she and  Carol 
Tharnish were injured.  Carol commented that she got off easier as she has a hard head.  What 
a way to end a day where your dog just went Best in Show!!  We wish both Kathy and Carol a 
speedy recovery.  If you call Kathy, and she does not answer, it is probably because she is rest-
ing so don’t be overly concerned, just try later. 

 

Barb Mitchell is also at home recovering from surgery for a broken hip.  Tripped over a dog, 
huh, Barb?!  I think you need bigger dogs! 

 

PLEASE!  If you borrowed the set of 2 weave poles from the agility closet, return 
them right away.  These are used in our classes and not intended for loans.   We 
need them right away. 

 

A very different  sort of seminar is being held on Saturday, December 3.  Dr. Michael Tomasic, 
VMD, DACVA will offer his seminar on Working and Performance Dog Soundness for the first 
time in New Mexico.  It will be held at the Inn at Rio Rancho Conference Center and has work-
ing spaces for 15 humans and dogs plus a number of auditors who will not get to have the 
hands-on training.  In the afternoon, he will offer private examinations for your dog.  The after-
noon session is limited to a total of 10 dogs.  Dr. Tomasic runs the Veterinary Pain Solutions 
Clinic treats chronic and acute pain in animals.  He uses a variety of solutions often different 
from the drug-based approach used by most vets.  He is known world-wide for his expertise on 
anesthesiology and pain management , has published numerous articles, and continues to re-
search and present on new treatment protocols.  He targets medical or minimally invasive treat-
ments and combines this with rehabilitation work.  He was on the staff of the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine and established a formal pain management service 
at the famed New Bolton Center which the University uses for large animal treatment.  This 
sounds like a different and helpful seminar.  Cost is $75 for a working spot, $50 for auditor 
spots and an extra  $55 for a private session in the afternoon.  Contact Leonore Abordo for 
more details. 

 

Remember to print out the Membership Renewal Form, the Title Bar form, and the 
Annual Banquet form from out website:.  Since we are not sending out newsletters 
in hard copy, this is VERY important!!!! 

 



To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Bill Chambers 

wfchambers39@

gmail.com  

Or 281-5187 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 898-2706 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $7 

per dog per 

session. 

Happy Heeling 
By Marcie Jensen 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 

Please remember to come to the membership meeting this month and vote. 

Obedience and Rally are doing great.  We’re slowing down a tiny bit for the holidays, but we still put in a 
couple more classes and they filled. 

Next year will be kind of exciting as we are adding a couple of new classes.  Pam and Julie had so much 
fun teaching their tricks class they are going to teach it again on some Saturdays in December and right on 
into January.  People loved the Tricks class.  Remember, you can teach an old dog new tricks.  We are 
adding the new AKC titling class, Beginning Novice to our roster.  This is a class for people to start to 
learn about actual obedience competition.  It also serves as a great bridge from Rally to Obedience.  It is 
not to be confused with our plain Beginning Novice classes.  I know it’s confusing; maybe we should call 
it Beginning Beginning Novice. 

Rally will start the New Year with a bang by starting a Beginning rally class and then taking two weeks 
off and teaching an Advanced rally class.  Jacque and Richard will be instructing.  We’ll have some of our 
favorite instructors back on Mondays.  Estelle and Danny and Donna will teach a Beginning Novice class 
at 6:15 to start.  We’ll be adding classes right along so be sure to check the schedule. 

The Fall we had this year almost made up for the Winter, Spring and Summer we had...almost!  It was 
simply impossible to stay inside, and that gave us a great excuse to go out and train and play with our 
dogs.  As usual, I want to thank all of our instructors and assistants for the time they so generously give 
the Club.  My telephone committee for the outstanding job they do talking to people and filling our 
classes.  My one in a million registrar; couldn’t do it without her!  It takes all of us to keep this club run-
ning.  I realize not everyone gets along with everybody; we have different points of view and opinions, 
and that’s fine.  In fact, that’s what keeps a club interesting.  However, it’s very disappointing to hear 
about members bashing other members.  Hurtful words are like driving a nail in a board.  You can pull the 
nail out, but the hole is still there. 

            Have a Wonderful Holiday! 

Shown here are folks who sup-
ported the Karen Paone Memorial 
Herding Trial which was held in 
October.   
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

Nominating Committee Report 
By Jeff Robb 

The Committee was made up of seven people.  All AKC venues in which SDOC members participate 
were represented—Agility, Obedience, Rally, Tracking.  The members were Nancy Pollock, Estelle 
Metz, Toi Tschohl, Melanie Mead, Barb Mitchell, Leslie Swisher and Jeff Robb with Jeff being the 
committee head.  The Slate of nominees for the 2012 year is: 

President:  Maggie Gee                                                   Board of Directors:  Debbie Potter                                 
Vice President:  Saul Rovinsky                                                                         Karen Provine                             
Recording Secretary:  Amy Hendrickson                                                          Pam Sehmer                                 
Corresponding Secretary:  Estelle Metz                                                            Toi Tschohl                                    
Treasurer:  Ann Newsted 

This slate will be voted on at the November membership meeting on Nov. 18, 2011.. 

 

                     Scenes From 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           The 

           SDOC 
.   

 

 

 

    

                   Novice/Open 

        Agility Trial Held 

         In  October, 2011 
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

October 28, 2011 General Meeting Minutes 
By Bonnie Conner, Recording Secretary 

 

 
 
 Meeting Called to Order:  On Oct. 28 at 7:08 p.m. by President Maggie Gee in the training room of the SDOC train-
ing site at 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 

Attendance:  Maggie Gee, Saul Rovinsky, Annie Newsted, Estelle Metz, Bonnie Conner, Pam Sehmer, Clint Wolf, 
Pam Jones and Donna Sloan. 

 Agility Director:  Melanie Mead                                                                                                                          
Obedience Director:  Marcie Jensen                                                                                                                                    
Tracking Director:  Absent 

SDOC General Membership Minutes:  Estelle Metz made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections.  Winnie 
Feder seconded.  Motion approved. 

Presidents Report: 

The on-site agility trial, chaired by Hannah Agee, went very well.  Thank you Hannah!                                                  
The VST, chaired by Laurel Shelton, also went well.  Thank you Laurel                                                                           
Thank you Clint Wolf for the idea of the second gate on the agility field.  It was a good idea and has been 
installed 

Vice President’s Report:  Everyone, please sign in. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

 Income for October:                                                      $30,206.65 

 Expenses for October:                                                   S27,561.32         

 Net Income:                                                                        2,645.33 

Year to Date: 

 Income:                                                             $117,151.63    

  Expenses:                                                                     $93,158.79       

 Year To Date Profit:                                                   $14,881.52 

Recording Secretary:Nothing at this time. 

Corresponding Secretary: 

 AKC requests information regarding our annual elections and current membership for their records.                                
AKC has received and processed the results of our agility events Friday, Sept. 16, Saturday, Sept. 17 and  Sunday, 
Sept. 18, 2011.                                                                                                                                                                       
AKC advises that the following delegates have been nominated to the Board of Directors for the class of 2016:  
William S. Feeney, Thomas Powers, and Lynn Worth Smith.                                                                                           
The VST tracking judge, Carol Pernicca, has sent a gracious thank you note to SDOC.  It will be posted on the 
lobby bulletin board.                                                                                                                                                              
Barb Mitchell has sent SDOC a thank you for all the good wishes and kind acts shown to her since her accident.  
She has requested, instead of flowers, monies be sent to Golden Retriever Rescue. 

Agility Director:   

 Canine Athletes—please bring your dogs November 9th through the 12th.                                                                            
Pam Sehmer is teaching the “Mechanics of Teaching” on Dec. 3 and 4—this seminar is for agility and obedience 
instructors, assistants and assistance “to be”—free of charge.                                                                                         
Punch cards:  Drills and run throughs are $7.00; skills class is $10.00.                                                                                    
Any changes in agility class lengths must go through the Agility Director first. 

Obedience Director: 

Seventeen people have signed up for the nosework class.  Amy Hendrickson wants to instruct the class during the 
“down” time in December. 

Old Business:  The 2012 English Setter National Specialty is renting and moving SDOC agility equipment.  This will 
be a two day all breed and mixed breed trial at the Dairy Barn (Expo New Mexico) in November.  The equipment 
rental agreement has been signed.                                                                                                                                                           



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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 New Business: 

 The Annual Awards Banquet:  The banquet will be held Sunday, January 8, 2012 at the Sandia Resort and Ca-
sino Brunch Buffet.  The room is reserved free and there is a VIP room adjacent to the buffet area.  Dinner fees 
will be $18.00 per person; active instructors will pay $9.00 (SDOC will pay the other half for active trainers).  
Maggie Gee is coordinating this event. 

 Scents and Nonsense:  The last issue for 2011 will be a combined November/December issue.  It will include the 
Annual Awards Banquet reservation form, Titles/Awards earned in 2011 order form, and the 2012 Membership 
Renewal form. 

 Agility Chute:  Annie Newsted is shortening the agility chute material to comply with the new AKC rule effec-
tive January 1, 2012. 

 Audit Committee:  The 2012 audit committee is being set up by Saul Rovinsky.  The SDOC Treasurer would 
like the audit to take place at her home. 

 Century Link Dex:  Yellow and white pages ad has been completed for renewal for 2012. 

 Nominations from the floor for 2012 SDOC Election:  There were none. 

 Elections:  will be held during the November 18, 2011 General membership meeting. 

Other Items: 

 There will be a short general membership meeting in January 2012. 

 Swamp Coolers are turned off—please use fans only. 

First and Second Membership Readings: 

 First Reading:  Nancy O’Neal 

 Second Reading:   Tim and Simon Childress (Membership Approved.) 

Hospitality:  Thank you Cathy and Jeff Robb for coordination the Halloween games and hospitality. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:32 P.M.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Double Q 
By Melanie Mead 

This month, we are running a note of thanks from the Chairperson for our recent Novice/Open Agility Trial 
which was held at our own training site.  This is the first time we have attempted this, and we are very proud 
of how well everything turned out! 

Our Novice/Open trial held Oct. 29-30 was a great success.  Many new participants and dogs starting in the 
Nov. Preferred.  We saw many man nice runs.  The atmosphere was relaxed and Brian Owen, our judge, 
was fabulous.  Brian took the time to tell many participants the ins and outs of trialing.  Thank you so very 
much, Brian, for your patience! 

We also had many first time participants helping out and willing to learn how to time and score.  Many 
thanks to those who helped course building, set bars, straighten the chute, etc. 

First and foremost, we would like to thank the people who had the most demanding jobs:  Michael Provine, 
Richard Irland and Terri Moyers.  Wow, this trial could not have happened without your dedication and hard 
work!  Also on Friday, many thanks to Susan Neal and in the building Annie Newsted.  Clean up inside was 
masterfully handled by Maggie Gee and Annie Newsted.  Maggie Gee arrived early on Saturday and Sunday 
(I mean early!) and made coffee and hot water for everyone.  Laura Echeverria, Phyllis Collier, Barbara 
Peterson and Annie Newsted shared the hospitality. 

After the trial, the field was cleaned by:  Michael Provine, Richard Irland, Karen Provine, Susan Neal, Dian 
(?) and Ray Hodel.  Many thanks to the trial secretary, Linda Herrera who did such an efficient and well 
organized job.  Thank you all so very, very much!                               —-Hannah Agee 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2011 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Saul Rovinsky 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Bonnie Conner 

Board of Directors: 

Pam Sehmer, Donna Sloan, Clint Wolf, 
Pam Jones 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Marcie Jensen 

Agility Director:  Melanie Mead 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Nancy Pollock and 
Saul Rovinsky and Clint Wolf 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

Thank you one and all! 

Melanie Mead 
Agility Director 

can be 
reached at   

803-3128 

Or 

mmead14@com
cast.net 

Cont. from p. 8 
 
Today was our semi-annual Trainers meeting.  Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend.  We 
discussed what our goal was in teaching a Beginning Novice class.  The Pam Sehmer took over the meet-
ing and gave the trainers some really good tips for keeping the class together and several ways to answer 
questions from people attending the class.  I closed the meeting with my usual spiel about treating others 
with respect.  .  Not attending someone else’s class and interrupting.  And, to tell everyone to keep their 
dogs away from other dogs!  We had an incident last year before a class began, outside the Club, between 
two Poodles!  People think their dog is friendly, but they have no idea what that friendly dog will do under 
stress. 
Our Agility group will be using the building for their two day agility trial on the 22 and 23 of October to 
set up crates.  People entering the trial will be allowed to set up crates on the 21st so their will be no Friday 
night Rung Throughs on the 21st.  Please mark that on your calendar.   
Thanks to everyone, especially my ever diligent and hard working Registrar. 
 
 

Happy Heeling! 
By Marcie Jensen, Obedience Training Director 

Costume Judging  

At the  

SDOC Halloween Party 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

Brags, Brags and More Brags 
Any venue, any breed 

 Jacque Obermeyer’s Irish Wolfhound Donnagain (son of her beloved Paddy) took BOB all three days 
at the Shows in Los Lunas in October.  Congrats, you tow!!! 

 Marcia Sullivan’s Siberian Husky, Koko, tho completely out of coat took 2 first places and Reserve 
Winners in Amarillo, and a Reserve plus two fourth places at the VVKC shows.  Think how she’d 
have done if she’d had all her pretty coat! 

 Penni Adrian’s Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Chase, has had a good month when  Oct. 28 saw him earn his 
HIA in Intermediate Sheep Herding.  Chase is also the sire of Lowri who earned her PT in herding in 
Oct. and finished her Ch. From the 9-12 puppy class with a BOS, Best Puppy and Puppy Herding 
Group I in Knoxville, TN.  Another daughter, Nola, earned her first major from the 9-12 puppy class at 
the Sangre de Cristo show Oct. 13.  Chase’s son, Holmes earned his Grand Championship at the 
VVKC shows and is now known as GCh. C-Myste The Games Afoot at Elyan.   

 Nancy Brunswick’s Australian Shepherd, Rico (Sherbil’s Dances with Heart) competed in a major 
musical Freestyle competition in Denver, earning two legs toward his Novice Musical Freestyle title 
plus one leg toward his Beginner’s Heelwork to Music title.  The following weekend in Los Lunas, 
Rico earned his first leg toward his AKC Beginner’s Novice title and took Reserve in conformation as 
well. 

 On Oct. 2, Clint Wolf’s Golden, Kaia, earned 10 out of 12 Qs in agility.  That’s an 93% ratio!  Then at 
her first NADAC trial, she earned her first title—NAC—and had a 75% qualifying ratio.  Pretty dog-
gone good in my book. 

 Kathy Silvia and her Newfie took Best In Show at the UKC Gateway Nationals on Oct. 30.  It was 
after this show that Kathy and Carol were in an accident on the way home.  Kathy is now at home re-
covering, and Carol Tharnish is doing very well as her injuries were relatively minor.  We are all 
thankful that these popular New Mexicans are safe and sound!!! 

 Chuck Chandler and his Sheltie, Jake, finished their Novice Jumpers title at our Oct. Novice/Open 
Agility trial.  Congratulations! 

Puppy Class  

Graduation 

Fall, 2011 
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VST Trial a Success 
By Penni Adrian 

The Sandia Dog Obedience Club held its fourth annual VST Test in Albuquerque, NM, on the UNM campus 
on Oct. 16, 2011.  Five dogs were entered.  No dog passed, but two of the dogs found and indicated the first 
intermediate article, and one of the dogs also completed her “moment of truth” turn.  Track #1 started in a 
large playing field.  The dog did a great deal of searching in that field and did not appear to be picking up the 
tracklayer’s path, though he did work in the direction the tracklayer walked and turned in the direction of the 
first turn.  He failed by missing the second turn.  The other dogs all started well.  One dog failed when he 
stopped working at his first turn, and the other three failed by turning off the track and going too far to re-
cover—one at a bridge and the others among and near buildings. 

The Central Campus, which we judges used for four of the five test tracks, is imaginatively landscaped mostly 
in dry mode but with a large central mounded lawn area surrounding a duck pond.  The North Campus in-
cludes steeply terraced building complexes and passage ways below a large open flat area with buildings sur-
rounded by grassy strips, one good sized lawn and two enormous parking lots.  We plotted the fifth track in the 
flat upper section of the North Campus.  On both campuses we found enough grass to include much more than 
the required 33% vegetated surface in each track, but less than 50%. 

The tracks were laid starting at 5:00 am.  They were run at 1/2 hour intervals, beginning at 8:00 am.  Although 
temperatures rose later in the day, the air temperature remained cool during the test—we were comfortable in 
fleece jackets.  Skies were clear and there was almost no wind. 

A highlight of the test was watching a Road Runner at the start of Track #3.  The bird seemed fascinated by the 
working dog and followed her for a while.  Maybe he was attracted to the shiny greenhouse shade cloth “cool 
coat” the dog wore under her tracking harness. 

Theis test was beautifully organized.  The tracklayers were experienced and absolutely reliable.  After the test 
was completed, Laurel Shelton, the Test Chair, asked for suggestions for improvements, and we couldn’t think 
of any!  Actually, Laurel also helped us judges late Saturday afternoon, after the tracks had been plotted, while 
we were comparing calculations for our official charts.  She sat down with us and used her calculator to do the 
addition as we called out numbers of yardage recorded on our field maps.  It’s amazing how helpful this is. 

Many thanks to Test Chair Laurel Shelton, Test Secretary Penni Adrian, Chief Tracklayer Lynn Wilson, 
Tracklayers Ken Collier, Pat Sayles, Rosemary Burtch, Lisa Franklin and Tom Redmon. 

As always, it was wonderful fun to share this judging assignment with Tracking Judge Carol Pernicka.  Most 
of all, thank you the exhibitors for training and entering your beloved dogs!   

SDOC Agility Prep class at 
Graduation, October 4, 2011 
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More Photos of Recent SDOC Activities 

Some of the Costumes at the October 
Membership Meeting and Halloween Party 
were delightful!   

HAPPY 

HOLLIDAYS! 

Happy  

Kwanzaa 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

AND  

Happy new year!!! 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

July 29  (Ice Cream Social) 

Aug 26 

September 30 

October 28  (Halloween Party) 

November 18   

December 16 (Christmas Party) 

January 27   (Banquet on Jan. 8) 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

July  26 

Aug  23 

September 27 

October 25   

November 15 

December 13 

January 24     (Banquet on Jan. 8) 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 

 

Teaching People and their Dogs 
for over 50 years. 
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Albuquerque NM 

Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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