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The future of obedience is on shakey ground 
due to its steadily dropping numbers.  The 
AKC made a presentation on this subject at a 
recent Delegates meeting and is asking for 
ideas and input from all of us.   

One of the suggestions that came out of this 
meeting was that obedience people could, and 
perhaps ought to be less picky about their fa-
cilities.  This was a heated discussion as many 
obedience clubs want to keep their trials as 
physically separated as possible from the con-
formation rings.  Kennel Clubs are becoming 
more and more reluctant, and even unable, to 
provide large amounts of money to rent sepa-
rate buildings so that obedience exhibitors can 
have more quiet.  Granted, we all know that 
shows can be very noisy, but this may be some-
thing to consider.   

Obedience has morphed into an unfriendly and 
rigid environment where people are chastised 
for talking too loud, eating near the ring, or 
even standing too close to the ring.  In this arti-
cle, published by the AKC, it is put forth that 
families and potential newcomers are being 
turned away because of children and food.  
Why must obedience remain so rigid?  These 
are to some extent myths, but how can we dis-
pel them?   

One possiblility is too move obedience rings 
into the same buildings as conformation.  Yes, 
it is noisier, but if we have done a good job of 
training and exposing our dogs to strange 
noises and situations, should it really bother 
them, or is it we who feel threatened.  Believe 
me, I have both shown and judged at some 
shows where everything was in the same room, 
and it can be a challenge.  Is it one we should 
continue to avoid?  At the cost of losing the 
opportunity for a trial?  It’s a point to consider.  
Recently I was at a Texas show where there 
were very few obedience entries.  When I asked 
about it, I was told that the local obedience club 
was having their trial the same day but refused 

to join the Kennel Club even though there was 
plenty of space because they feared the noise.  
By the way, the noise was minimal!  Both of 
these clubs are suffering from costs and lack of 
entries.  AKC has recently expanded obedience 
and rally to include mixed breed dogs.  It has 
added more titling classes, and is changing 
rules to allow more people to compete.  The 
next steps seem to be up to the clubs.   

Some suggestions for other changes are to wel-
come newcomers at the shows with persons 
devoted to making them comfortable, including 
those who are just looking at our amazingly 
trained animals.  These persons would be able 
to explain what the visitors are seeing in simple 
terms, with a minimum of rhetoric and techni-
cal terms.  Staff a booth at or near the obedi-
ence rings with information on trials, obedi-
ence, and even how to sign up for classes.  
Make a special effort to welcome new partici-
pants, especially those Novice A people and 
hang around to congratulate them on those legs 
or commiserate on a flunk.  Don’t immediately 
start telling them how they should have done it, 
but let them know that they would be welcome 
at our clubs and classes.  Schedule Novice 
classes earlier in the day when more people are 
there to see them.  Have some kind of informal 
gathering after the trial for everyone to visit.  
This is hard, but it’s a thought.  Provide special 
awards for all Novice exhibitors, even if it is 
just a dog toy or biscuits to let them know they 
are appreciated.  Some clubs have even pro-
vided a ‘goody bag’  for new participants with 
just a few items handy for trials and training.  
This welcoming attitude could gain us many 
more potential participants at very little cost. 

AKC has started the ball rolling on this topic.  
Perhaps it is something to think about for our 
upcoming trial, and for future ones.  Much of 
my information was taken from an AKC  

                                         Continued p. 3 
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How to Contribute: 

SDOC’s newsletter 
“Scents & Nonscents” 
is published 11 times 

per year. 
Contributions are 

welcome at any time, 
provided they are in 
an electronic format 
(*.txt, *.doc, *.jpg, 

*.tiff) and received by 
the deadline. 

Send your items and 
ideas to the Editor. 

Laurel Drew 
 

Deadline for the each 
issue is the 5.th of 

each month! 
 
 

Information is 
believed correct at 
the time of printing, 
however the Editor 
and staff bear no 
responsibility for 

errors or omissions. 
 

 The Editor is deeply 
indebted to Saul 

Rovinsky & Nancy 
Pollock for copying 
and mailing, and to 

Clinton Wolf for 
posting to the Club’s 

website. 

SDOC Class Schedules and Notes 

At the suggestion of a few people who have noted as I have that the class 
listings are sometimes out of date before the newsletter is delivered, we are 
going to try something a little new.  Let us know if this works for you.   

                                                                                   The Ed 

 

For full information concerning up-coming classes whether obedience or agil-
ity, please refer to the Sandia Dog Obedience Club website.  It is found at 

                            http://www.sdocnm.org  

 

Conformation Classes will be held May 1 and 8, and again May 23 and 30.  
These changes allow for the upcoming matches and shows. 

Rally Classes will not be held again in April.  In May they will be held on May 
2, 9, 23 and 30 to again allow for upcoming matches and trials. 

Upcoming Events For Spring 
Central New Mexico German Shepherd Club is 
holding a match at Hoffman Park on Sunday 
April 25.  Registration is from 7:30 a.m. to 
8:45 a.m.  Judging begins at 9:00 a.m.  Pre-
entries are $4.00 for first entry and $3.00 for 
additional entries.  Obedience, Rally and 
Conformation are offered.  CGC testing will 
also be offered.  For details contack Russell 
Godby at 792-9656.   

 

The local Toy Dog Group will be holding a 
match on May 2, also at Hoffman Park.  It will 
offer conformation, CGC, and obedience.  It 
will be run a bit differently this time.  You 
may buy tickets (6 for $5.00 and 13 for 
$10.00.  One ticket is needed for each 
practice in obedience or conformation.  There 
will be two conformation rings and two 
obedience rings.  You may practice as many 
times as you wish.  If you have left over 
tickets, you can use them for the raffle. 

Also, the NM Toy Group Club will hold a 
Sanction B match for just toys the same day.  
Registration day of show is $5.00.  Pre-
registration is due by April 30 and is $4.00. 

The CGC test is $7.50 and will start at 9:30 
a.m.  Please be sure to bring your own brush 
or comb for the grooming part. 

 

Don’t forget our SDOC trial on May  14 at 
New Mexico Expo grounds.  We will be in the 
Flower building with rally held in the Spanish 
Village area.  Entries close April 28.  
Premiums are out.  If you need one check at 
the training site or contact Pam Sehmer. 

 

There will be three obedience trials during the 
RGKC/Coronado KC trials.  There will NOT be 
an obedience trial on Tuesday.  That makes a 
total, counting SDOC of 4 obedience/rally 
trials. 

 

At our SDOC meeting on April 30, there will 
be a demo and talk on FreeStyle, also called 
Dancing With Your Dog. Be sure to come and 
learn about this rapidly growing sport.  It’s 
looks like great fun!  Read the article at the 
end of this newsletter. 
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News Notes from the Neighborhood 
Your  Editor 

Training Year 
(per the SDOC 

Training 
Regulations) 

For these 
purposes, the 

training year will 
be from 

December 1 to 
November 30 of 

the following 
year. The total 
hours of any 
class which 
begins on or 

before December 
1 will be credited 
to the following 
training year. 

There is a new and very necessary warning out about a new type of mulch for 
use in your garden.  It is made from cocoa bean shells and is highly toxic if 
ingested by dogs because it contains theobromine, the compound that is so 
dangerous in chocolate.  Do NOT use this in any place where your dog can 
reach it.  It may be great as much, but not when your dog may die of it.  A 
number of deaths have already been attributed to it.  The brand name shown 
in the message I received is “Sunshine Of Africa Cocoa Shell”.   

The Los Ranchos Canine Celebration will be held on Saturday May 29 Memorial Day) at 
the Los Ranchos Park on Rio Grande Ave.  It will feature demonstrations of Obedience 
Rally, Agility, Freestyle and tricks by volunteers from SDOC.  Uh, get the hint there?  We 
need volunteers!  We want to demonstrate how much fun we have with our dogs for the 
public.  Please do NOT bring any aggressive or crate aggressive dogs.  They do not 
make a good impression no matter how well they may work.  Contact Jeff Robb for de-
tails. 

Our treasurer, Annie Newsted has placed a separate box in the Office at the site for use 
by trainers, etc. who need to deposit money from drill classes, run-thrus, etc. or need to 
ask for a reimbursement from her.  Just lift the lid and slide in the forms and money. 

There will be a Connie Cleveland Seminar on June 12/13 at the West Mesa 
School For Dogs.  There are just six working spaces left.  They cost $250 for 
dog and handler.  Contact Susan Boswell at 839-9411 (leave a message).  
These seminars have been very popular and useful in the past (I’ve attended 
three over the years.  -Ed)  and I think I can promise that you’ll learn a lot.  
Please plan to bring stackable crates as space is limited.  Time to sign up is 
limited so contact Susan soon! 

We have a few lengthy articles in this issue of the newsletter.  If you are aware of any 
subjects on which you’d like information, please contact the editor.  She may ask you to 
do the article, but we really do want submissions and pictures whenever possible.  If 
you attend a trial or take a picture of a member , please think about the newsletter.  We 
almost always need photos to liven up the articles.  However, if you send pictures along 
with articles, please do not embed them in the article as we often have to manipulate 
the articles to fit our layout and need to be able to add the pictures separately so that 
they fit properly.  Thanks! 

 

 

SDOC 

WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

IS 

www.sdocnm.org 

 

Be Sure to Check 
the Website for 
complete class 
information , 

class applications  
and special up-

dates. 

Continued from page 1 

AKC publication, Perspectives, December 2009 issue.  We need to also start thinking of ways to improve 
image at trials and ways to encourage more participation in trials.  This should start not only with 
‘information officers’ at our trials, but with more encouragement to beginners to go on and work toward 
titles in even our beginning classes.  I know we talk about the problem from time to time, but like the 
AKC, I wonder if we are doing enough to deal with the problem.  I think this should give us some good 
food for thought.                                                                                        —Your Editor 

 



 

To register for 

any Agility 

class, contact: 

Debbie Potter 

ulinski@unm.edu 

Or 897-8621 
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To register for 

any Obedience 

class, contact: 

Betty Pearson 

At 797-2495 

 

REMINDER: 

Drills cost $5 

per dog per 

session. 

Spring Agility Trial 
Gloria Napper-Owen 

 Trial attendees woke up to cold temperatures and snow on March 20th, but that 
didn’t seem to dampen their enthusiasm for competing with their dogs. Judges 
Blair Kelly and Mark Upshaw provided challenging, but ‘do-able’ courses for the 
competitors. AKC no longer requires that the club report the ‘success rate’ for 
each class in Standard, JWW, and FAST, so those figures are not available this 
year. One MACH was achieved on Saturday, and there were many ‘Double Q’s’ 
earned throughout the weekend.  

I would like to thank my trial committee, Annie Newsted, Dick Bruni, Terry 
Culley, Laura Echevarria, Linda Smith, Shari Avent, Vickee Jones, and all of the 
‘worker bees’ who helped to put on this trial. No trial is successful without the 
volunteers who help to organize it. The UNM Athletic Training Student 
Association helped to keep the event running in a timely manner by setting bars 
after each run. They were a tremendous help to us! 

The Board has discussed over email the quandary of ‘chairs in the middle’ and 
the facility risk to competitors and dogs when so many people congregate near 
the warm-up jump, ring entrances and exits. Stay tuned for the Fall Agility trial 
to see how those issues will be addressed! 

 HEALTH CLINCS 

SPONSORED BY RIO GRANDE KENNEL  
HOSTED BY SPORTING DOG FANCIERS OF NEW MEXICO 

 

REGISTRATION FORM     EYE        HEART      TOTAL FEES $__________ 
 
Breed:       AKC #     
   Sex   
 

 
Whelped   Chip – Type_______________No.    
 Color     
 
Registered Name                 
Call Name     
 

Owner(s)            

 
Address:           
City         State  
 Zip     
 
Telephone:(  )   e-mail:      

Use this form to sign up for any of the Health Clinics to be sponsored at the RGKC shows in 
May.  Eye, and Heart clinics will definitely be held. 
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Join SDOC’s 
YAHOO! group: 

SandiaDogOC
@yahoogroups

.com  

Contact 
Rosemary Burtch 

at 
rosybee@earthli

nk.net with 
questions 

  
SDOC hosted its FIRST VST test at the University of New Mexico’s campus on March 21, 2010.  
As Tracking Director for 2010, I particularly wish to thank Pat Sayles for taking on the duties of 
Chair of these event and Janelle Brookhouser for taking on the duties of Chair for our TDX test 
held February 7, 2010.  Thank you to ALL for working these two tests—-without you, we would 
NOT have been able to offer these events to our tracking enthusiasts both from in town and out 
of town.        —Carolee 

 

The annual SDOC Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) trial was held on Sunday fEbruary 7 at the 
usual Placitas ‘Bigfoot Tracking Area’.  Going for titles were Joann Neal, Leslie Swisher, Sharon 
Jolly and Sam Williams.  “We had some really great starts by all dogs and owners with some 
real nailbiters as they made their first turn, then the second, and then the third.  Unfortunately, 
this year we didn’t have a single qualifier, but I know next year we are sure to have more titles to 
celebrate.  Thanks for all the hard work the volunteers put in and to all the owners for entering.         
—-Janelle 

 

The following write up is by Ed Presnall who was the Tracking Judge for SDOC’s first VST 
(Variable Surface Tracking) trial. 

Sandia Dog Obedience Club held their first VST test at the University of New Mexico today.  
The 8 dog event was judged by Mary Thompson and myself.  Test Secretary Lynn Wilson and 
Chairperson, Pat Sayles, did a great job of keeping everyone headed to or from their tracks. 

Tracklayers Leslie Swisher, Rosemary Burtch, Julie Sanders and Pat Sayles did a super job of 
putting in the tracks for their first introduction to laying VST tracks. 

Saturday dawned with a “lite” blizzard and 2 inches of wet fresh snow.  Meeting the track layers 
at the appointed time, we voted to adjourn to Denny’s for coffee and breakfast and wait out the 
storm.  An hour later, the skies cleared, the sun appeared and we plotted tracks through the 
quickly evaporating snow.  By the firth track, the ground was dry and the sunblock was being 
applied by one and all. 

Sunday dawned bright and cool with dry vegetation, exactly what the “desert” trained dogs 
wanted.  Track one was a local German Shepherd that had a rocky start and did not make it to 
the first corner. 

Track two was a local Pembroke Welsh Corgi.  They made a nice start, crossed a street and 
then worked trying to make the first corner. 

Track three was a Dachshund from Seattle, WA that made a nice start and then drifted off at the 
first corner, eventually crossing a busy street before the dog quit tracking. 

Track four was a local Cocker Spaniel that had difficulty at the start. 

Track five was a Labrador Retriever from Las Cruces, NM.  The dog made a nice start before 
being distracted by workers in a parkinglot.  Recovering nicely, the dog worked the first corner 
for several minutes before continuing off in another direction. 

Track six was a local Field Spaniel that made a nice start before creating a corner, crossing a 
street and was unable to recover. 

Track seven was our “heart breaker” of the day.  An Otterhound from Alpine, CA launched off 
the start, flew down the 302 yard second leg, made an almost screeching moment of truth turn 
within inches of the plotted track, cut short the next corner by a few yards and then recovered 
and returned to the track to find her third article.                    Continued on page 6 

Notes From The Tracking Field 
By Carolee Douglas and Janelle Brookhouser  
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To order SDOC 

t-shirts and 

sweatshirts, 

contact Estelle 

Metz 

Stay warm or 

be cool, in 

style! 

Tracking….continued from page 5 

From there she marched down the remainder of the 150 yard leg and made yet another hard 
surface turn pulling her handler to within 25 yards of the final article before breaking off to 
wander in a nearby parking lot. 

Track eight was the one we had waited for all day.  Sharon Jolly and CT Constant Sulo’s Hearts 
Afire VCD2, RE, AXJ, known as ‘Jiggs’ left the start flag on a mission.  Working intently for one 
hour and six minutes, Jiggs and Sharon traversed the 689 yard track like a team.  A first leg of 
250 yards contained twelve surface transitions paralleling two buildings and was followed by a 
second leg of 227 yards with thirteen more transitions, another two buildings and their second 
article.  A third leg taking the team around the front of a building and the fourth along the front 
of another building and their third article before transitioning into a parking lot for their moment 
of truth turn and a final leg into a covered tunnel between two buildings to their final article.  
Sharon grabbed Jiggs and cried and screamed with the other exhibitors and spectators con-
gratulated her! 

      Thanks to everyone at SDOC for a great test! 

      Ed Presnall 

      Walworth, WI 

 

                  

 

 

 

Although some of this information may be upsetting, quite often cancer does not mean the im-
mediate end of life for your pet.  Some cancers can be controlled for quite a long time, giving 
your dog or cat several more years of useful life.  Some cancers such as osteosarcoma, how-
ever, are more aggressive and need to be treated more aggressively.  Amputation of a limb and 
radiation or chemotherapy or often indicated in these cases.  Even then, your pet may only sur-
vive a year or two.  This diagnosis and the resulting decisions are best made with the input of 
your oncologist.   

One thing to be aware of in our climate and at our altitude is that the thinner air and so much 
sunshine can make our dogs more susceptible to various forms of skin cancers.  These can be 
treated for a time and controlled, but this is a definite cause for concern.  Any melanoma with 
irregular edges and black or very darks centers should be kept under observation.  If there are 
rapid changes, the animal should be taken to a veterinarian as soon as possible to rule out skin 
cancers and/or treat them.  This applies to humans as well. 

If your pet is diagnosed with cancer, be sure to pick a cancer care team that fits your needs, 
seek support from your family, friends and veterinarians, get appropriate information from both 
veterinarian oncologists as well as the www, and take notes any medical appointments.  Most of 
all, understand that there are no correct decisions, only the decisions that are right for you and 
your pet.  Listen to your heart! 

Dr. Kelly had many other important and interesting facts and information to impart.  The Club 
was lucky to have her as a speaker.  She has offices located in both Albuquerque and Santa Fe 
at the Veterinary Emergency and Specialty Centers.   

Joann Neal and her tracking Poodle 



 
Has your dog 
accomplished 

something 
new? E-mail all 
the details to 
the Editor. 

AND—if there’s 
a “CH” or “X” 
anywhere in 

that title, please 
include a 

picture of your 
dog! 
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The American Veterinary Medical Association president David Ruslander, DVM, ACVIM, ACVR 
estimates that nearly 50% of our pets over the age of ten will die of cancer.  Here he presents 
answers to a few of the most asked questions about pets and cancer. 

Why are more of our pets getting cancer:                                                                                               
As the canine and feline population ages, and health care is improved, improvements in 
diagnosis and treatment give the impression of increased cancer incidence, but there is not a lot 
of data to support this perceived observation. 

What tests or procedures do you use to screen for cancer?                                                           
True screening programs have not been consistently evealuated in patients.  Routine blood work 
and possibly x-rays can be used to screen for early cancers before our dogs show symptoms.  
These tests can also be used to monitor for heart, kidney and liver disease.  Routine dental 
exams and cleanings have improved prompt diagnosis and referral of patients with oral cancer. 

When is the right time to have those lumps and bumps checked out?                                          
Any lump should be evaluated.  In the vast majority of cases, these will turn out to be totally 
benign sebaceous cysts, papillomas, or lipomas, but there is little way for an owner to distinguish 
these from malignant tumors without a visit to the veterinarian and a biopsy.   

If the tumor is benign, why should I worry about it?                                                                          
Even some benign tumors may need to be removed if they become infected or ulcerated or if 
they are causing problems to the patient.  Careful observation can be considered for many 
benign tumors, but this is nat a good approach for malignancies.  

Should I take my dog to a cancer specialist?                                                                                  
The diagnosis of cancer in pets will obviously cause concern, and it is critical to receive accurate 
and current information.  Consultation with a veterinarian who is board certified in either medical 
oncology or radiation oncology is recommended for all but the most basic oncology patients.  
Oncologists are uniquely suited to discuss prognosis, treatments, and expected outcomes.  They 
may also be able to provide access so clinical trials. 

Warning signs of cancer include swollen lymph nodes (most easily noted behind the jaw or 
behind the knee).  Others are unusual abdominal distension not related to stomach torsion, 
chronic weight loss, chronic vomiting or diarrhea, unexplained bleeding (especially from the 
mouth, nose, penis, vagina or gums).  Some bleeding disorders may occur in pets and are 
usually noted while the pet is young, but any such bleeding in an old dog should be investigated 
promptly.  A dry non-productive cough, especially in an old animal should be checked through x-
rays although there can be numerous causes of coughs in dogs and cats.  Unexplained 
lameness, particularly in large or giant breed dogs is a very common sign of bone cancer and x-
rays should be taken of the affected limb.  Straining to urinate and blood in the urine usually 
indicate a common urinary tract infection, but if antibiotics do not rapidly improve the condition or 
are recurrent, the dog should be checked for bladder cancer.  Oral odor can result not only from 
bad teeth or kidney problems but also from oral cancers.  A thorough oral examination under 
anesthetic should be done to determine the cause of the problem. 

Some dogs are more prone to certain types of cancer.  Greyhounds, Rottweilers and any giant or 
very large breed is susceptible to osteosarcoma.  Pugs and Shar-peis are more susceptible to 
mast sell skin cancers.  Labs, Cockers, Boxers and Goldens are likely to get cancer of the lymph 
nodes with Golden Retrievers also susceptible to Hemangiosarcomas.  Boxers are also liable to 
get brain cancer.  Collies are more susceptible to nasal cancers while Chows are more likely to 
get stomach cancer.  Nearly every breed is susceptible to some form of cancer, but this should 
not put pet lovers off from obtaining a particular breed.  Even mutts can get cancer.  The old saw 
about mixed breeds being healthier is not necessarily true.                        Continued page 6 

Cancer and Dogs—Notes from March 26 

Notes from a lecture by Dr. Jeanette Kelly 
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Officers, Board of Directors & Others 
2010 

Members of the Board:  
Officers: 

President:  Maggie Gee 

Vice President: Janice Anthes 

Treasurer: Ann Newsted 

Corresponding Secretary: Estelle Metz 

Recording Secretary: Jacque Ober-
meyer 

Board of Directors: 

Pam Sehmer, Vickee Jones, Saul 
Rovinsky,  Clint Wolf 

Ongoing Programs:  
Obedience Director: Marcie Jensen 

Agility Director: Hannah Agee 

Editor: Laurel Drew 

Production Staff: Nancy Pollock and 
Saul Rovinsky 

Web Wizard: Clint Wolf 

Thank you one and all! 

Hannah Agee 
can be 

reached at   

887-9210 

Or 

Hannah.agee@
comcast.net 

 Hi Group!     I hope everyone had a pleasant Easter.  I think Rumor ate the Easter 
bunny as I sure didn’t get any colored eggs. 
   
When you become a trainer or a training assistant, there are privileges that come with 
the title.  One of the most important is being allowed to take classes free of charge.  
[Trainers with life-time privileges may take as many as they wish.  Those who have yet 
to earn that distinction may take one class per year.  The Ed.]  However, with this 
privilege comes responsibility.  Please, when you take a class, do not interrupt the 
person teaching the class.  Do not talk to those around you or attempt to teach them in 
any way.  Simply TAKE the class.  If you just can’t stand it and are dying to teach, give 
me a call and I’ll fix you right up!  Thanks for taking this advince in the serious vein in 
which it was mean. 
 
Our May Show is fast approaching and I want to wish everyone with best of luck.  Let’s 
everyone remember to thank the ring stewards all weekend long.  You may not be 
crazy about the job they did, but the plain fact is, you can’t play without them.   
 
I want to thank everyone for volunteering to teach a class or assist with one.  Because 
of you, our classes are moving right along.  I am trying to schedule classes far enough 
in advance that when people call and a class is full, we have something else to offer 
them.  Staying ahead of our super telephone committee is hard to do!  As always, if 
you’d like to teach or assist, send me an email and we’ll work something out.           
Happy Heeling! 

Obedience Director’s Corner 

Marcie Jensen, Training Director 
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SDOC Board 

Meetings are 

held on the 

Tuesday prior 

to General 

Membership 

meetings at the 

SDOC Training 

Building. 

Minutes are 

available for 

review by 

contacting the 

Recording 

Secretary at lhe 

@ earthling . 

net or at any 

General 

Membership 

meeting. 

Want to become 
a member? Get 
an application in 
the lobby at the 
Club building, or 
download from 
the SDOC web 

site! 

 Laurel Drew’s Cinder (Huntington’s Cinderella SC, JOR) took back-to-back majors at the 
Greyhound Speciatly and the Supported Entry on the following day in Ft. Worth.  Laurel is 
still flying! 

 Tosca finished her CDX at the N.M. German Shepherd Club trial on April 3.  Jacque Ober-
meyer reports that she earned a second place in the process. 

 

Brags, Brags, and More Brags! 
Any Venue, Any Activity (Please include picture if you finished a  title) 

 Clint Wolf reports that the counter on the website showed 1400 hits in 30 days.             Continued on page 9 

Continued from page 10 

 

 Clint Wolf and Vickee Jones are working on the Save the Dog flyer which gives a 25% discount to rescue 
groups, vets and animal shelters. 

New Business: 

  The Board took it under consideration a Worker Draw Program recommend by the tracking committee and it 
will be discussed at the next Board meeting. 

  There is a possible VST Test in October, 2010. 

 The sprinkler system has been repaired at a cost of $84 plus parts.  There were 22 leaks. 

 The Board has requested a quote for further landscape maintenance. 

 The Board approved up to $100 for the purchase of a wall-mounted, locked security box for monies collected 
at SDOC. 

 A security camera for the field was deemed not feasible. 

Membership: 

 First Reading:  Rosalie James 

 Second Readings:   Chryssa Charalambides was unanimously voted into membership.  Welcome! 

Hospitality: 

 Thanks to Alex Sloan for coordinating the hospitality this month. 

BE SURE ALL DOORS ARE LOCKED AND 
CLOSED WHEN YOU LEAVE 
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Call to Order:  President Maggie Gee called the meeting to order on March 26, 2010at 7:02 PM in the training room of the SDOC 
training site at 7050 San Pedro NE in Albuquerque. 

Attendance: 

 Board members attending:  Maggie Gee, Estelle Metz, Jacque Obermeyer, Janice Anthes, Clint Wolf, Vickee Jones, Saul Rovinsky   

 Board members absent:  Pam Sehmer, Ann Newsted 

Speaker: 

 Jeanette M. Kelly, DVM from Veterinary Cancer Care in Santa Fe  

Recording Secretary’s Report:   

 The February, 2010, minutes were accepted as written. 

President’s Report: 

 The vote that was taken by the membership was reaffirmed by the Board which was to accept entries in obedience, rally and agility for AKC 
registered mixed breed dogs starting with the fall 2010 trials. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Effective 2/2010 The net income for February, 2010, was -$1244.99 compared to -$1127.91 for February, 2009. 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report:    

 Effective 2/2010 AKC has approved the adding of language to dealing with misconduct at AKC events, to clarify under what authority an Event 
Committee may grant a stay of suspension if certain conditions exist.  I have the letter citing specifics and further details are on line. 

 American Property has notified us they can possibly lower our property taxes. 

 AKC has sent a courtesy copy of the letter sent to Nancy Culley, Trial Secretary, referencing the agility event of 9/25/10 & 9/26/10. 

 The premiums were mailed for the May show. 

 Responsible Dog Day will be highlighted at the fall obedience trials.  All paperwork was sent 3/24/10. 

 We have received a lovely thank you from the Eklund family for SDOC’s donation to the American Diabetes Association.  The note is posted on 
our bulletin board in the vestibule. 

 The paperwork for the fall obedience trials was sent 3/24/10. 

Obedience Trial: 

  Toi Tscholl is in charge of judge’s hospitality and Karen Seabrook is in charge of the regular hospitality. 

 The fall 2010 obedience chair is Dora Cressy. 

 Agility Trial: 

 The fall 2010 agility chair is Richard Irland. 

Tracking: 

 The VST on March 21 was very successful.  Thanks to all who helped. 

 Announcements: 

 Jeff Robb is collecting for the supporter’s page. 

 Christine Ferron is the one to contact to sponsor trophies. 

 Stewards for the May trial should sign up on the sheet posted on the wall in the training room. 

 There will be posters and signs to direct people to the proper buildings for obedience and rally.   

 Estelle Metz is taking orders up to the date of the May trials for sweatshirts, long & short sleeved Tees and hoodies. 

 ASCA is having trials on March 27th and the first Saturday in May. 

 Vickee Jones expressed thanks to those who donated to the raffle at the agility trials.  It did very well. 

Unfinished Business: 

 Marcie Jensen is to meet with the 4H person April 1 to give them the flyball equipment.  This will give more space in the equipment room. 

 The Board continues to work on SDOCs by-laws revision.  When it is ready it will be presented to and voted on by the membership as 
required by the current by-laws. 

 The Board continues to work on the Policies and Procedures Manual. 

SDOC MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING February, 2010—By Jacque Obermeyer, Recording Secretary 
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Canine Freestyle 
(By Pam Jones) 

Some people call this sport “dancing with your dog.”  However, it’s not really the human who does the “dancing,” it’s the dog.  I often describe 
freestyle as a routine where the person walks around a designated area while the dog does some cool tricks and it’s all set to music as a 
choreographed routine.  And, while some people do routines that are a graceful dance, others do routines that are more of a skit that tells a story.  
Either way, it is very important in freestyle for the human and dog to move together in a way that demonstrates a true partnership and bond while 
showcasing the dog’s unique abilities. 

Freestyle is a relatively new dog sport with competitions being held in many countries since the early 1990s.  As with other dog 
sports there are national organizations that oversee the sport and sponsor freestyle competitions.  The three largest 
organizations in the USA are the World Canine Freestyle Organization (WCFO), the Musical Dog Sport Association (MDSA), and 
the Canine Freestyle Federation (CFF).  

The two main categories of freestyle are Musical Freestyle (MF) and Heelwork to Music (HTM).  In MF pretty much anything goes 
with the dog allowed to do spinning moves, weaves through the handler’s legs, jumps, side passing, backing up moves, distance 
moves, and any other  

tricks the dog may be able to perform.  In HTM routines, although there is more emphasis on precision heelwork-type moves, the 
dogs can do everything done in MF except the dog may not weave, jump, or work at a distance away from the handler.  Props 
also may be used in a routine, such as canes for a dog to circle around or jump over, or items that a dog can jump over or on.   

Because there are few live freestyle competitions, people are allowed to submit videotaped routines that 
are judged, and titles may be earned that way.  Competition routines may be done by one person-one 

dog (singles), one person-two dogs (brace routine), two people-two dogs (pairs routine), or several people and several dogs 
(team routine). 

Routines are generally judged on technical merit (difficulty of moves, how well the moves are  

done, etc.) and artistic impression (how well the moves match the music, quality of the choreography, 

 etc.)  Other important routine components are:  (1) the music must match the dog’s personality and pace; (2) the person must 
wear an outfit (costume; may be simple, doesn’t need to be elaborate) that fits the theme of the music but the dog may only 
wear a decorative collar; and (3) the routine must cover the area marked out for the routine  

(about 1800 square feet for competition). 

So if you’re looking for a fun and creative activity to do with your dog, you might want to give freestyle a 
try.  And, although freestyle routines are currently done mostly by women, some of the best freestylers 
are men – so guys, you can do freestyle as well!!  There are two active freestyle groups in NM (Rio 
Grande Canine Freestylers in Albuquerque; Santa Fe Dog Dance Club); however the closest live 
competitions are held in Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, and Arizona. 

Come to the April SDOC membership meeting (April 30) to learn more   about freestyle and see a 
demonstration of a few routines.  If you are  

interested in learning more, talk to SDOC members currently involved in freestyle:   

Pam Jones, Julie Brozek, Nancy Brunswick, or Marcia Sullivan.   

 

Here are some websites with freestyle information and/or freestyle routines (go to the online version of this 
newsletter and you can click on these links): 

http://www.riograndecaninefreestylers.org/  (Albuquerque freestyle group) 

http://www.worldcaninefreestyle.org/ (WCFO); http://www.musicaldogsport.org/ (MDSA) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gT5yAOu8HLc (Michele Pouliot – great skit routine)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=it97B7tbhzg (Tina Humphreys at Crufts, 2009) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sknEaZHHbhc (Tina Humphreys – amazing heelwork precision) 

http://www.k9freestyle.co.uk/ (Richard Curtis from the UK; check out his videos – awesome routines!) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqbVbPvlDoM  (Some “classic” routines: Carolyn Scott and Rookie – “Grease” Routine; also check out the “Charlie 
Chaplin” routine while you’re at that site) 

(Marcia & Marlee) 

(Nancy & Regi) 

(Julie & Indy) (Pam & Kenzie) 



Sandia Dog Obedience Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 93053 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 

Future General Membership Meetings (in 
the SDOC training building) - always at 
7:00 p.m.  

April 30 

May 28 

June 25 

July 30 

August 27 

September 24 

October 29 

November 19 

F uture Board Meetings (in the Office at 
the SDOC training building) - always 
at 6:30 p.m. 

April 27  

May 25 

June 22 

July 21 

August 24 

September 21 

October 26 

November 16 

Upcoming Club Meetings 
More details... 

(505) 888-4221 

Visit us on the web: 

http://www.sdocnm.org 
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Remember: see http://calendar.yahoo.com/sdoc_events for local events. 
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